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PREFACE. 


Of  the  Letters  contained  in  the  following  ExiraeUJrmm 
the  Carreipandence  of  Dr.  JRiehanUam,  a  conaiderable  number 
has  already  been  giren  to  the  public,  in  Mr.  Nichols'  Hbu^ 
traiians  of  the  Literary  History  of  the  EighteetUh  CetUwry^ 
and  in  Sir  James  Smith's  Selection  from  the  Corretpondenee 
oflinruBUS?  Three  others  will  be  foond  in  Lhwyd's  LUho- 
phylacium  Britannicmm,  and  two  more  in  Thofreslhfs  Cor- 
respondence.  Were  the  portion,  however,  already  pdUished 
even  greater  than  it  is,  the  vahieof  the  present  volume  would 
scarcely  be  diminished  by  such  anticipations.  My  late  excel- 
lent friend,  the  founder  and  president  of  the  linnaBan  Society, 
has  confined  himself  to  the  productions  of  Dillenius^  Petiver, 
and  GronoTius— communications  almost  altogether  botanical, 
and,  as  such,  alone  adapted  to  the  publication  in  which  it 
was  intended  they  should  appear; — ^while  the  Historian  of 

I  L  p.  259-417  ;  and  p.  798-81S— n.  p.  856-464. 

'  n.  p.  190*190. 
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LeicestersbiTe,  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  taken  a  wider 
range,  has  been  scarcely  less  exclusive ;  inasmuch  as  he  has 
rejected  most  of  the  documents  relating  to  Natural  History, 
a  subject  with  which  he  was  himself  unacquainted.  Nor 
has  either  of  these  authors  followed  the  same  plan  which 
I  have  done,  or  proposed  to  himself  the  same  object; 
but  both  the  one  and  the  other  have,  to  my  eyes  at  least, 
deprived  these  papers  of  a  material  part  of  their  interest,  as 
well  by  the  mode  of  arrangement  they  have  adopted,  as 
by  their  want  of  selection.  They  have  in  every  instance 
placed  the  whole  of  the  letters  from  each  individual  in  a 
distinct  series ;  and  from  the  individuals  thus  favoured  they 
have  not  rejected  one  letter,  however  deficient  in  matter  of 
curiosity  or  information.  Hence  the  reader  is  liable  to  be 
repelled  at  the  outset,  by  being  obliged  to  labour  through 
much  that  could  only  be  interesting,  or  perhaps  only  intel- 
ligible, to  the  party  to  whom  it  was  addressed ;  and  hence, 
also,  it  is  impossible  he  should  form  any  general  idea  of  the 
contents  of  the  whole  collection,  taken  in  an  aggregate,  or 
should  derive  from  it  the  knowledge  it  is  calculated  to  afford. 
I  have  felt,  therefore,  that  the  mere  circiunstances  of  partial 
exclusion  and  of  different  juxta-position  would  give  the 
contents  of  this  volume  a  new  character;  to  which  it  lays 
still  further  claim,  from  the  quantity  of  original  matter  it 
contains,  as  well  as  from  the  notes  with  which  it  is  copiously 
illustrated.  The  unpublished  letters  are  taken  either  from 
the  Richardson  Correspondence  itself,  now  in  the  possession 
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of  Miss  Currer,  or  from  that  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane  in  the 
British  Museum,  or  of  Heame  in  the  Bodleian  library. 
For  the  extracts  from  the  last  of  these,  I  am  indebted  to  the 
kindness  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Jacobson,  the  Vice-Principal  of 
Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford. 

The  Richardson  Correspondence  fills  twelve  folio 
volumes,  and  would,  if  printed,  probably  form  eight  of  the 
same  bulk  as  (he  present  I  had  two  objects  in  view,  when 
first  I  solicited  the  loan  of  it  from  Miss  Currer.  I  thought 
it  might  possibly  throw  light  upon  the  early  history  of  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  whose  life  I  have  for  some  time  been  engaged 
in  writing;  and  I  also  conjectured  that  it  might  afford 
me  assistance  in  another  of  my  frivourite  projects,  a  new 
and  enlarged  edition  of  Dr.  Pulteney*s  Sketches  of  Botany 
in  England.  In  the  former  of  these  hopes  I  found  myself 
entirely  disappointed:  so  long  a  period  had  elapsed  from  the 
close  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Richardson  to  the  commencement  of 
the  scientific  career  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  that  their  pur- 
suits did  not  possess  any  point  of  union.  Indeed,  as  far  as 
Natural  Science  is  concerned,  a  fiirther  separation,  and  one 
greater  than  might  have  been  expected  from  the  mere  lapse 
of  time,  had  been  made  between  them  by  the  introduction 
of  the  linnaBan  System,  which,  just  rising  into  notice  in  1740, 
had,  before  1766,  so  widely  extended  and  so  firmly  rooted 
itself,  as  to  have  altogether  supplanted  its  predecessors. 

In  my  other  object  I  should  not  have  experienced  a 
similar  disappointment.   The  information  to  be  derived  from 
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these  Letters,  and  from  the  correspondence  of  Sloane  and 
Sherard',  could  not  fail  to  be  highly  valuable  to  any  one 
engaged  in  a  similar  pursuit  But  I  felt  that  I  should  not 
do  justice  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Richardson  by  such  a 

'  The  letten  addressed  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane  fill  do  fewer  than 
iliirty<^our  volumes  ;  and  among  his  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninetj-three  correspondents  are  to  be  found  the  names  of  the  greater 
number  of  those  most  eminent  for  literature  and  science  in  their  day. 
These  are  enumerated  by  Ayscough,  in  his  Catalogue  of  the  Jlfaim- 
scripts  of  the  British  Museum,  n.  p.  765-767,  where  also  are  given 
the  dates  of  the  letters  from  each.  Sherard*s  correspondence  occupies 
only  four  volumes ;  nor  are  the  individuals  by  any  means  of  equally  great 
importance ;  but  it  may  still  be  interesting  to  many  persons  to  know 
who  they  were ;  and  I  therefore  subjoin  the  following  list,  extracted 
from  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  volume.  I  ou^t,  however,  to  add, 
that  the  list  is  fiir  from  complete;  as  the  names  of  Olaus  Cebius, 
Clifford,  Dr.  Covel,  Dillenius,  and  Gronovius  are  omitted ;  and  probably 
a  more  accurate  examination  would  add  materially  to  the  number  of 
omissions : — 


Baylia. 

Bobart. 

Boehm. 

Dr.  H.  Boerhaave. 

Bonnini. 

Bosch. 

Breynius,  Dantzic 

Prince  de  Catholica. 

Mark  Catesby. 

Dr.  Charlett. 

£.  Chishull. 

Commelin,  Amsterdam. 


Rev.  W.  Cross. 

Cupani,  Italy. 

S.  Dale,  Braintree. 

Dr.  Dants. 

D.  Davis,  Oporto. 

Du  Bois. 

Francis  Hall,  Buenos  Ayres. 

Signor  Haym. 

George  Homer,  Smjrma. 

Hotton,  Leyden. 

Hoy,  Jamaica. 

Joh.  Adolphus  Jacobeeus,  Paris. 
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limitation.  I  had  not  proceeded  fieur  in  (he  examination  of 
his  papers,  before  it  was  evident  to  me,  that,  regarded 
collectiyely,  they  were  of  themselves  sufficient  to  answer 
two  other  and  more  important  purposes — ^to  furnish  ma- 
terials for  the  Biography  of  the  individual  to  whom  they 
are  addressed,  and  to  supply  such  a  fimd  of  knowledge 
towards  the  annals  of  Natural  History,  during  the  period 
they  emlwaee,  as  merited  a  more  honourable  distinction  than 
the  being  embodied  in  another  work,  of  which,  from  its 
nature,  they  could  be  made  to  form  but  an  inconmderable 
part. 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Richardson  himself,  the  whole  of 
the  information  previously  collected  respecting  him  will  be 


Dr.  Isnard,  Paris. 

D*Isole,  Paris. 

Juanea,  Paris. 

Klein,  Dantzic. 

£.  Lhwydt  Oxon. 

Edward  Li^e. 

Rev.  S.  Lisle,  Constandnc^le. 

Magno],  South  of  France. 

Monti,  Italy. 

Thos.  More,  North  America. 

Moriaini,  Venice. 

Bernard  Mouldtfor  Lord  Harley . 

Nissole. 

Rev.  T.  Owen,  Aleppo. 

Lord  Pembroke^ 

James  Petiyer,  London. 


Plukenet. 

Pontedera,  Italy. 

George  Preston,  Edinburgli. 

Dr*  Ridiard  Richardson^ 

Rigord,  Marseilles. 

Rivinus,  Germany. 

Ruysch,  Holland. 

Sir  H.  Sloane. 

J.  Smith,  Venice. 

Sir  R.  Sutton,  Constantinople. 

VaiUant,  Paris. 

Humphrey  Wanley,  for  Lord 

Harley. 
T.  West,  Venice. 
Dr.  Woodwards 
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found  in  the  following  Memoir  of  his  Family,  drawn  up  by  the 
pen  of  a  member  of  that  fiimily,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Richardson. 
This  Memoir,  which  was  originally  published  in  the  lUus- 
iratums  of  Literature,  is  here  reprinted  in  an  abridged 
form ;  for,  looking  oidy  to  a  single  individual,  I  jGdt  that 
whatever  did  not  more  immediately  refer  to  him,  might,  with 
propriety,  be  omitted.  In  the  extracts  from  his  correspon- 
dence,  I  have  likewise  been  much  guided  by  the  same 
feeling;  not,  I  hope,  to  the  exclusion  of  any  letter  in  itself 
otherwise  interesting,  but  certainly  to  the  admission  of  a  few, 
whose  only  value  is  that  of  throwing  hght  upon  his  pursuits, 
his  character,  or  his  associates.  It  was  a  consideration,  of 
this  nature  which  led  me  to  give  a  place  to  the  very  long 
letter,  filled  with  an  account  of  the  plants  of  Snowdou,^ 

^  I  very  much  hesitated  whether  I  ought  not,  for  the  same  reason, 
to  have  inserted  another  letter  of  equal  length,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
plant  which  produces  the  Ipecacuanha ;  but  I  finally  determined  to 
reject  this  latter ;  because,  however  it  may  tend  to  prove  Dr.  Richardson*s 
knowledge  and  spirit  of  reseaith,  the  observations  contained  in  it  have 
been  shewn  by  subsequent  discoveries  to  be  erroneous,  whereas  the 
accuracy  of  the  other  has  heea  but  the  more  confirmed.  I  lately  met 
with  an  unexpected  proof  to  this  effect,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lloyd  of 
Wygfair,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  dated  November,  SS8di,  1790,  from  which 
the  following  is  an  extract :  "  My  friend,  Griffith,  has  spent  some  time 
this  autumn  at  Llanberris,  and  traversed  every  part  with  Brewer*s 
journal  in  his  hand.  He  has  found  every  plant  mentioned  by  the  old 
Botanists  in  the  very  places  of  their  habitat^  and  consequently  has 
recovered  the  names  of  places  that  had  been  changed  since  their  time, 
or^entirely  lost,  or  forgot.'* 
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and  to  those  from  the  £ad  of  Derby  and  Lord  Petre, 
as  well  aB  to  several  from  the  humble  and  unlettered 
Enowlton.  The  admission  of  this  latter  to  the  list  of  his 
conespondents,  bears  testimony  to  the  cqnsi46ration  enter- 
tained by  Dr.  Richardson  for  talents,  industiy,  and  good 
character,  in  whatever  situation  of  life  they  may  be  found, 
and  must  thus  be  allowed  to  be  honourable  to  his  judgment 
and  his  heart.  Indeed,  I  have  been  desirous  of  exhibiting  a 
picture  of  the  man  himself,  in  all  his  relations  with  the  public, 
as  shewn  in  his  abilities,  his  energy,  his  industry,  his  useful- 
ness, his  liberality,  his  facility  in  obtaining  friends,  and  his 
steadiness  in  preserving  them.  For  every  one  of  these 
qualities,  (and  happily  no  indications  of  a  contraxy  tendency 
appear  in  these  letters,)  Miss  Currer  will  here  have  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  the  most  unequivocal  proof  that  her 
ancestor  was  distinguished.  He  was  at  once  an  able  and  an 
amiable  man ;  one  who  was  blest  by  the  Almighty  with  the 
possession  of  many  talents,  and  who  was  still  more  blest 
that  he  was  gifted  with  a  disposition  to  turn  them  to  a 

profitable  account. 

That  Dr.  Richardson  has  not  hitherto  received  the 
praise  he  may  be  supposed  to  have  deserved,  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  simple  fact,  that  mankind  in  general,  in  forming  their 
estimate  of  individuals,  and  particularly  in  awarding  them 
posthumous  fame,  act  very  much, — ^if  I  may  be  allowed,  as  a 
Banker,  to  borrow  a  simile  from  my  own  shop, — upon  the 
principle  of  a  Bill  of  Exchange,  in  which  the  concluding 
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words.  Value  Received,  form  an  essential  ii 

principle,  the  Roman  Satirist,  no  ordinary  judge  of  human 

natoie,  has  admirably  illustrated  in  his  aphoristic  line, 

**  Scire  tuum  nihil  est,  nisi  te  scire  hoc  sdat  alter ;" 

'  and,  in  accordance  with  this,  Dr.  Bichardson,  who  gave 
the  world  nothing  on  Botany,  and  but  little  that  is  important 
on  any  other  subject,  has  been  exposed  to  the  common 
lo^  and  has  been  denied  the  credit,  to  which  his  know- 
ledge of  this  science,  and  his  activity  in  the  pursuit  of  it, 
would  otherwise  have  entitled  him.  Though  sparing,  how- 
ever, in  his  publications,  it  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  his 
pen  was  by  no  means  that  of  an  idler,  or  of  one  who  was 
content  to  be  useless  to  society.  His  correspondence  bears 
frequent  testimony  to  the  contraxy.  On  one  occasion  he  is 
stated  to  be  writing  about  Birds,  and  their  nests  and  habits ; 
on  another,  reference  is  made  to  a  treatise  which  he  had 
composed,  entitled  De  CuUu  Hartorum;  on  more  than  one, 
his  copy  of  Morton's  Northamptonshire  is  spoken  of  as ''  a 
treasure  of  erudition,^  from  the  annotations  with  which  he 
had  illustrated  it  All  these,  together  with  all  his  other 
memorandums  and  observations,  whatever  they  may  have 
been,  it  is  feared  have  perished.  The  Sibylline  leaves  of  a 
man  of  letters  are  too  often  spread  upon  the  threshold, 
and  hurried  away  on  the  unfolding  of  the  doors,  ''a  sport  to 
the  rapid  winds.^  His  own  negligence,  or  that  of  ''his  wiser 
heirs,^  consigns  them  to  destruction,  or  suffers  them  to  perish. 
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It  capnot  be  too  often  xepeated,  too  firmly  impressed  upon 
omr  minds,  that,  if  we  desire  our  writings,  or  even  our  posses- 
sions, to  be  preserved,  we  must  show,  by  the  care  we  take 
of  them,  that  we  regard  them  as  valuable.  No  man  could 
justly  blame  his  successors,  that  what  he  has  left  behind 
him,  receives  at  their  hands  the  same  treatment  of  which 

alone  he  himself  appears  to  have  considered  it  worthy.^ 

• 

^  As,  in  speaking  of  the  oorrespondenoe  of  Sloane  and  Sherard, 
I  haye  mentioned  the  advantage  deriyed  to  science  from  the  presentation 
of  Budi  letten,  so  is  it  rig^t  here  to  notice  an  unfortunate  event  of  an 
opposite  tendency,  whereby  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  we  may 
have  lost.  The  event  I  allude  to  is  the  destruction  of  Dr.  Sibthorpe^s 
papers,  and,  I  fear,  with  them,  of  all  those  of  the  older  Botanists  be- 
longing to  the  Oxford  Garden.  This,  I  the  rather  notice,  not  only 
inasmuch  as  my  so  doing  may  serve  as  a  warning,  and  because  the 
papers  in  question  were  in  a  measure  connected  with  the  present 
volume,  but  as  affording  an  opportunity  of  clearing  the  late  Dr. 
Wiiliams  from  Uame  in  the  transaction.  Mr.  Upcott  had  mentioned 
to  me,  that  he  had  fimnd  upon  a  drugg]st*s  counter  at  Oxford,  sundry 
letters  written  by  Sibthorpe,  Dillenius,  &c.  and  that  the  druggist  had 
told  him  they  were  a  portion  of  a  large  quantiQr  he  had  bou^t  from 
the  Botanic  Garden ;  so  large  that,  after  keeping  what  he  wanted  for 
himself  sufficient  remained  to  be  worth  sending  to  a  neighbouring 
p^)er4nilL  Dr.  Daubeny,  the  present  Professor  of  Botany,  to  whom 
I  mentioned  the  circumstance,  was  kind  enou^  to  investigate  it, 
and  to  write  to  me  as  follows :  **  The  &ct  is,  that,  on  the  pulling 
down  by  the  street-commissioners  of  the  house  belonging  to  the 
Profeaior  of  Botany,  various  papers,  for  whidi  there  could  not  have 
been  room  in  the  only  apartments  that  then  remained  attached  to  the 
garden,  (the  present  lecture-room,)  were  removed  to  Dr.  Sibthorpels 
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Four  papers  in  the  PkUogofMeai  I^ansaciiaM,  form 
the  sum  of  Dr.  Kichardson's  printed  works.  These  aie 
enumerated  in  the  FamUy  Memoir ;  and  uf  one,  which  is 
mentioned  in  the  letters,  notice  is  taken  in  the  following 
Extracts  from  his  Correspondence.  All  of  them  are  reccffds 
of  Natural  Phaenomena,  and  are  obviously  the  productions 
of  a  patient,  acute,  and  accurate  observer ;  but  thej  con- 
tain none  of  those'comprehensiye  remarks  or  deductions  by 
which  systems  are  supported  or  destroyed ;  neither  are  they 
of  a  quality  to  immortalize  their  author ;  nor  do  they  (iimish 
materials  for  extracts  which  might  shew* the  powers  of  his 
mind.  Dr.  Bichardson  himself  would  have  said  of  them, 
'^  omari  res  ipsa  negat,  contenta  doceri."  The  same  is  also 
very  much  the  character  of  two  of  his  Manuscripts,  which  are 

private  dwelling4ioiise,  which,  on  the  deith  of  the  son,  and  afterwards 
of  the  fiUher,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Lady  Sewell,  daiui^ter  of  the  latter, 
and  sister  of  the  author  of  the  Flora  Grooa.  On  the  decease  of  that 
lady  some  years  back,  the  effects  were  sold,  and  amongst  them  was  the 
lump  of  old  papers  you  mentioned.  With  regard  to  the  share  which 
my  predecessor,  Dr.  Williams,  had  in  the  transaction,  all  the  information 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  leads  me  to  conclude  that,  at  the  time  of 
the  sale,  he  was  not  aware  of  such  papers  being  put  up  to  auction.  On 
the  contrary,  I  have  been  told,  that  he  had  several  times  made  applicap 
tion  to  the  Sibthorpe  fiimily  for  the  restitution  of  the  books  or  papers 
belonging  to  the  garden  in  their  possession;  but  that  they  never 
attended  to  his  request ;  and  that  at  the  sale  he  actually  purchased  and 
restored  to  the  garden  several  volumes  that  he  had  reason  to  consider 
as  public  property." 
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still  presenred  in  the  Esbton-Hall  library.  Both  these  are 
Catalogues  of  the  plants  cultivated  in  his  garden;  one  of 
them  compiled  in  the  year  1730,  with  its  contents  arranged 
according  to  the  system  of  Ray ;  the  other^  which  has  them 
in  an  alphabetical  series,  is  forty-two  years  prior  in  date. 
The  latter,  with  its  title-page,  and  preface,^  and  frequent 
annotations,  bears  evident  marks  of  having  been  intended 

^  This  Title-Page  and  Preface  are  as  follows ;  the  annotations  are, 
in  most  instances,  confined  to  the  loci  natales  of  such  of  the  plants  as 
had  been  found  wild  by  Dr.  Richardson. 

"  DEUCIA  HORTENSBS, 

sive 

HORTI  RICUARD80NIANI  INDEX  ALPHABETICUS, 

Quo 

plantte  omnes  quotquot  hactenus  horti  sui  fuere  ahimns, 

tarn  Insuls  hujus  spontaneie, 

quam  aliunde  delate,  fidelit^r  in  ordinem 

reducuntUr. 

Cura  et  studio 

R.  R.,  i(.D. 

1696. 

'•  Ad  lectorem — 

"Septennium  est,  et  quod  excurrit,  (Lector  benevole)  ex  quo 
plantarum  culturse  borealibus  hisce  pkgis  sedulo  animum  oollocavi ; 
quo  autem  eventu,  sequens  catalogus  te  abund^  satis&det,  horis  tantilm 
subsecivis  ezaratus,  quo  bnunalium  noctium  Uedium  honestiib  et 
jucundius  fidlerenu 

**  Pauca  enim  te  monitum  yoluit  author  (L.  B.)  quid  hac  in  re 
praestitit :  nomina  plantarum  Caspar!  Bauhini  et  fratris  Johannis,  omni- 
bus ferme  botanophilia  recepta,  plemmque  assecutus  foity  etiamsi  rei 
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and  prepared  for  the  preasi  to  which  I  cannot  but  hope  it 
may  yet  be  one  day  consigned.    The  garden,  indeed,  at 

Botanies  principiis  minib  oonsentanea.  Qui  autem  nomina  Synonyma 
cupit,  Caspari  Bauhini  Pinacem,  Roberti  Morrisonii  et  Johannis  Haii 
HUtoriam  Uitiversalem^  consukt.  Methodum  alphabeticam  secutus 
fuit,  ut  plantarum  nomina  fiunliori  negotio  et  primo  quasi  intuitu 
reperiat  in  rebus  botanicis  miniks  yenatus.  Plantas  autem  lariores 
omnibus  authoribus  adbuc  intactas,  tarn  seminibus  enatas,  quam  ami- 
oorum  benevolentia  aooeptas,  idoneis  nominibus  secundum  natune 
ductum  insignivit,  quanim  non  pauds  hoc  suum  opus  ooncinnavit 

**  Plantas  ubique  oocurrentes  in  totum  ombit,  nbi  varietate  aliqu& 
singulari  insignitas :  hujns  autem  insnlse  rarioribus  pneponitur  asteris- 
cus;  et  aTersft  pagin&  loca  natalia  indicantur. 

<*  Quaerat  forsan  curiosus  cur  tot  plantarum  nomina  ex  Catalogo 
Horti  Luffd,  BaUm,  in  nostrum  transtulerim :  sciat  autem  me  per 
triennium  in  aedibus  Clarissimi  Hermanni  non  sine  magno  meo  conmiodo 
et  Toluptate  oommordsse,  quo  tempore  hortos  Batavorum  instructissimos 
ssepiiks  perlustravi,  semina  et  etiam  plantas  rariores,  tam  pretio  quam 
&Tore,  ab  hortulanis  redemi,  mihi  tandem  in  Angliam  redeunti,  non 
tantikm  ex  horto  Academioo,  sed  etiam  ex  priyato  qusBcumque  desiderayi 
quam  ht^manissim^  concessit  Clarissimus Professor;  quo  magis  stirpium 
rariorum  thesauro  hortulum  nostrum  ditayi.  Hisoe  autem  non  oonten- 
tuB,  magnam  Anglise  partem,  plantarum  investigandi  gratifi,  repetitis 
itineribus  peragravi:  rariores  locis  snis  spontaneis  eradicavi,  ut  horto 
nostro  essent  omamento.  Per  Cambriae  montosa,  unA  cum  doctissimo 
Lhwidio  iter  feci,  ut  plantas  a  se  observatas  jucundo  san^  spectaculo 
colligerem,  Hisce  principiis  et  aliorum  amicorum  auxiliis  instructus, 
hortulus  noster  in  tam  immensam  tandem  crevit  molem,  ut,  solo  et 
cselo  adeo  panbn  fiiyente,  locum  instructiorem  nunquam  inspexisse 
absque  jactantift  audact^r  asserere  queam.** 
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North  Biedey,  has  disappeared,  like  its  founder;  and  it  is 
even  possible  that  there  may  not  remain  at  this  moment, 

"  One  rose  of  the  wilderoeas  left  on  its  stalk, 
"  To  mark  where  that  garden  has  been." 

Most  assuredly,  no  one,  m  now  looking  over  the  Catalogue, 
could  expect  to  find  upon  the  same  spot  those  objects  of 
beauty  or  of  curiosity,  which  were  the  pleasure  and  the  pride 
of  the  former  possessor.  Nevertheless,  such  Catalogues  are 
objects  of  interest  to  the  inquisitive  Naturalist,  and  are  of 
value  in  the  records  of  Horticulture.  They  set  before  us  the 
state  of  our  gardens  at  certain  periods,  by  detailing  the 
plants  then  cultivated;  and  they  occasionally  rectify  our 
ideas  with  regard  to  the  sera  of  the  introduction  of  many  of 
them  among  ns. 

The  amiable  Biographer  of  our  British  Botanists  was 
aware  of  the  claims  of  Dr.  Richardson  to  his  notice,  and  has 
expressed  his  regret,  that  the  absence  of  authentic  information 
prevented  him  from  doing  them  justice.  The  sum  of  what 
he  was  able  to  gather  regarding  him  amounted  to  little  more 
than  that  '^  he  was  educated  as  a  Physician,  and  resided 
upon  a  considerable  estate  of  his  own;  that,  for  the  sake  of 
Botany,  he  made  several  successful  tours  in  England  and 
Wales ;  that  his  garden  was  well  stocked  with  plants,  both 
native  and  foreign ;  and  that  he  lived  in  intimacy  and  cor- 
respondence with  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and  Dillenius,  and  other 
celebrated  Naturalists.''  To  this  slight  sketch,  the  following 
Letters  supply  the  necessary  details.    They  also  enable  us 
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to  estimate  the  characters  of  Dr.  Richardson's  different 
correspondents :  the  generosity  of  the  Consul  Sherard;  the 
selfish  closeness  of  his  brother;  the  gentlemanly  feelings  of 
Sloane ;  the  intense^  miwearied  industry  of  Heame;  the  true 
spirit  of  a  collector  in  Thoresby;  the  devotion  to  Botany 
in  Dillenius;  the  qnerulousness  of  Brewer;  the  honest, 
unlettered  zeal  of  Knowlton;  and  so  of  the  rest;  for  letters 
are  peculiarly  calculated  to  display  the  human  mind  in  its 
most  undisguised  state ;  and,  however  there  may,  even  in 
them,  be  artifice,  I  am  greatly  mistaken  if  an  equally  sure 
test  of  character  is  any  where  to  be  found.  Upon  the 
disposition  also,  and  the  habits,  and  the  pursuits  of  certain 
other  less  generally  known  individuals,  and  particularly  of 
Uvedale  and  of  Buddie,  some  light  will  be  thrown  by  the 
printing  of  this  correspondence.  The  former  of  these,  the 
successfiil  competitor  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  at  Cambridge, 
is  very  slightly  noticed  by  Pulteney ;  the  latter,  uot  at  all ; 
though  his  knowledge  was  such  as  to  have  caused  him  to 
be  designated  by  Mr.  Vernon  as  "the  top  of  all  moss- 
croppers  in  England/''  and  though  the  firequent  occurrence, 
and  the  beauty  and  agreeable  odour  of  the  shrub  which 
bears  his  name,  would  naturally  make  Botanists  desirous  of 
learning  particulars  about  the  man. 

Dr.  Richardson  is  occasionally  mentioned  by  the 
scientific  writers  of  his  day.  Among  others,  he  is  quoted 
by  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  in  the  Natural  Hutary  qf  Jamaica; 

^  See  p.  78. 
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by  Lhwydy  in  his  Lithopkjflacium ;  by  Walter  Moyk,  in 
reference  to  the  Silphium,  &c.;  and  repeatedly  by  Dillemos 
in  the  Historia  Musc&mmj  and  in  the  third  edition  of  Ray's 
Synopsis.  In  the  last  of  these  publications,  indeed,  no  name 
is  to  be  fonnd  more  frequently  than  his  in  that  portion 
which  treats  upon  the  Mosses;  and  it  was  the  wish  of 
Dillenius,  by  whom  it  was  edited,  to  have  dedicated  the 
book  to  him  and  Dr.  James  Sherard  conjointly;  but  the 
absurd  jealousy  of  the  times  raised  an  objection  to  a  fo- 
reigner's coming  forward  in  the  avowed  quality  of  editor 
to  an  Englishman's  work^;  and,  as  he  justly  observed,  an 
anonymous  dedication  would  be  but  a  sorry  compliment 

®  On  the  subject  of  the  difficulties  as  to  this  editorship,  some 
curious  matter  will  be  found  in  the  present  volume,  p.  204 :  the  book 
was  at  last  published  without  the  name  of  its  editor,  and,  thou^  not 
without  a  dedication,  yet  with  so  vague  a  one  as  stands  for  notliing^ 
being  inscribed  generally  '*fiiutoribus  et  amicis  fiXo/Sorcu^cf.**     There 
was  a  particular  reason  why  it  ought  to  have  been  dedicated  to 
Richardson,  inasmuch  as  he  had  subscribed  five  guineas  towards  the 
publication.    This  money,  Sherard,  (in  his  letter  of  September  24th, 
1723,)  urges  him  to  take  back ;  saying  "  I  do  not  think  it  reasonable 
you  should  be  at  that  charge,  who  have  contributed  so  much  in  adding 
plants  to  it     The  bookseller  shall  pay  for  the  graving  of  the  plates." 
—As  another  instance  of  Dr.  lUchardson*s  liberality  in  assisting 
any  object  for  the  promotion  of  science,  it  may  be  well  here  to  men- 
tion, what  appears  by  Shemrd's  correspondence^  bat  is  not  noticed  in 
his  own,  that  he  was  one  of  the  seven  who  tubfcribed  a  guioea  m^ 
niuilly  towards  T.  More*s  expences  in  America.     The  other  six  wire  t 
W.  Sherard,  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  Charles  Dubois,  John  BeUen,  R.  M«mJ, 
and  Herman  Boerhaave. 
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He  takes  occasion^  however,  to  express  his  feeling  on  the 
subject  in  his  Plreface,  where,  after  having  spoken  of  others 
who  had  rendered  him  assistance,  he  goes  on  to  say, 
'^FtsBcipuas  verd  in  hoc  opere  partes  occupant  duumviri, 
D.  Bichanlson  et  D.  Jacobus  Sherard,  amici  nostri  honora- 
tissimi,  qui  de  industrift,  crebris  institutis  itineribus  Botanicis, 
plantarum  Anglise  familiam  plurimtim  auxerunt,  plantas  du- 
bias  earumque  loca  miniis  certa  restituerunt,  et  species 
demum  nonpaucas  novas  necdum  descriptas  ipsi  invenerunt.'* 
linnsus  likewise,  with  whom  Dr.  Richardson  appears 
to  have  had  no  direct  intercourse,  enumerates  him  in  the 
Criiica  Botaniea,  among  the  living  Naturalists,  '^  e  quibus 
insignia  artis  omamenta  maximd  sunt  speranda;^'  and,  in 
token  of  his  respect,  he  affixed  his  name  to  a  new  genus  of 
plants,  which  Houston  had  discovered  at  Vera  Cruz,  and 
had  himself  iutended  to  have  so  designated.  At  the  same 
time,  with  singular  infelicity,  the  learned  Swede,  intent  on 
accommodating  our  Teutonic  nomenclature  to  the  strict  rules 
of  classical  Latinify,  has,  in  his  laudable  design  to  immor- 
talize Dr.  Richardson,  more  considered  his  own  scholarship 
than  the  fame  of  his  friend,  whom  few  would  recognize  in 
the  Richardia  of  the  Genera  Plantarum.  In  our  own  days, 
under  the  judicious  direction  of  Mr.  Kunlh,  Richardia  has 
been  changed  to  Richardt&nia,  A  new  species  has  also 
been  added  to  the  genus,  of  which  one  only  had  been  pre- 
viously known.  Neither  of  these  appears  to  have  been  at 
present  introduced  into  our  English  gardens.    In  the  Lin- 
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nseaii  System,  RicJiardia  stands  in  the  class  and  order 
Hexandria  Monogynia :  by  Jussieu,  it  was  placed  among 
the  RubiaceiBy  from  which  Professor  Lindley  has  lately 
removed  it,  and  arranged  it  with  the  Cinchoniacea, 

In  speaking  of  Dr.  Richardson,  I  have  hitherto  con- 
^dered  him  only  as  a  Botanist ;  but  it  must  not,  therefore, 
be  inferred  that  he  was  exclusively  such.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  plain  that  he  had  given  considerable  attention  to  the  other 
departments  of  Natural  History ;  and  his  studies  appear  to 
have  embraced  the  general  range  of  polite  literature.  I  say 
nothing  of  those  more  immediately  belonging  to  his  pro- 
fession, or  of  those  consequent  iipon  his  engagements  as  an 
active  County  Magistrate,  in  which  capacity  he  is  repeatedly 
mentioned  by  Thoresby :  both  these  were  parts  of  his  duty ; 
and  my  concern  is  rather  with  such  as  are  the  ornament  or 
the  solace  of  life — the  result  of  choice,  not  of  compulsion — ^the 
overflowing  of  a  well-constructed  and  well-regulated  mind. 
With  Heame  and  with  Thoresby,  Dr.  Richardson  main- 
tained a  correspondence  scarcely  less  frequent  than  with 
Sloane  and  Sherard ;  and  he  appears  to  have  entered  into 
their  pursuits  witli  the  same  pleasure.  He  was  still  fiirther 
distinguished  as  a  patron  of  literature ;  insomuch,  that  he 
has  been  called  by  Mr.  Nichols  "  the  MaE^cenas  of  his  day." 
In  the  collecting  of  books  to  enrich  his  Ubrary,  he  was 
likewise  indefatigable;  and  upon  this  latter  subject,  there 
are  preserved  in  his  correspondence  many  letters  from  Dr. 


XViii  PREFACE. 

Chambers  of  Hull,  who,  by  means  of  his  comfiections  in  Hol- 
land, and  of  the  frequent  intercourse  between  the  Humber 
and  the  Maese,  was  able  to  render  him  material  assistance. 
Of  such  letters  I  have  not  extracted  any :  they  would  only 
serve  to  shew  the  prices  of  books  at  that  time;  and  for  this 
purpose  I  have  selected  a  few  other  more  brief,  but  not  less 
satis&ctory  memoranda. 

Of  the  second  object  which  I  proposed  to  myself  from 
the  examination  of  Dr.  Richaidson^s  papers,— the  illustration 
of  the  progress  of  Botany  in  England,  during  a  period  of 
nearly  forty  years,— it  is  impracticable  here  to  speak  in  other 
than  the  most  general  terms.  The  letters,  themselves,  must 
in  this  respect  be  left  to  tell  their  own  tale;  and  they  will  be 
found  to  do  so  very  effectually ;  detailing  the  most  import- 
ant incidents  and  proceedings  in  this  department  of  science, 
and  exhibiting  a  degree  of  energy  among  the  professors  of  it, 
to  which,  I  fear  that  our  days,  with  all  their  advantages, 
will  hardly  furnish  a  parallel.  Of  this  period.  Dr.  Pulteney 
says,  that, ''  as  it  has  been  called  by  the  elegant  and  learned 
author  of  the  Essay  on  the  Genius  and  Writings  of  Pope^ 

— THE   GOLDEN   AGE  OF   LEARNING   IN   ENGLAND ;   SO  is    it 

named  by  Liima)us,  in  his  AUegorical  History  of  the  Rise 
and  Progress  of  the  Sciences — ^the  golden  age  of  Bo- 
tany.** The  epithet  may  sound  to  our  ears  extravagant; 
but  the  time  was  certainly  an  interesting  one.  It  commences 
just  when  Ray,  the  greatest  of  the  naturalists  ever  known  in 


Biitaiii,  was  at  die  dkme  of  m  ^auiAMirf  Sfe :  ii  ezdiouaB 


the  whole  c»ecr€£Shcaid,  fteSffJasqii  llois  oTIk  arr^ 

wbo,  '^agnoDBDe  iiiler  BntMiini»  Mi^irrs,  dm  «■■  ^itanu 

seipsom  et  iwdjimi  mm,  Rei  HcAbse 

apod  Botamoos  oiilinuiii  g^anaas, 

florenSy  uuiB  I'jiiaii  et  flcrent  plaateL      H 

the  OQiDiiigol' DiDeniai  iBioEai^ 

letten  detail  all  thai  iras  salnDaDndT  laovm. » v«il 

particalaxB  of  the  CoiiiidalioB  of  the  BatHBC 

at  Oxfind,  and  dbe  eslabfiifaHait  of  tibe 

8tm  finlher  Rcaid  dbe  exlasHB  of  tibe  ftne  of 

dminghissogonniinHollaiid;  andfhersn&lhecoof  the 

introdnction  €fibeDemimimitMfi.»mwBd 

(the  latter  fbmid  by  Dr.  Bichaidaaa 

Flora;  and  of  the  Fine-Apple,  die 

Cedar  of  Lebanon  into  our  |p»al**** 

In  my  transcripts,  I  hare  npAr  adhered  to  iLe  fp^ 
and  style  of  the  origmals;  finthfidhr  pmotuig  aH  DiZhBEac' 
aud  GnmoTins^  iHoken  EnglMi,  ail  KnowlUn'f  ddiects  of 
orthography.  I  hare  felt  that,  to  do  oCheiwiee,  wocdd  be  to 
deprire  (he  letters  of  half  thor  ««»iy«^  and  to  eUabsL  tLt 
writers  of  them  in  false  coloms.  In  reference  to  snch  parti- 
colars,  there  can  be  no  need  of  apolcgy  for  albicigner  azud  a 
gardener.  It  was  honoorable  to  the  one  that  he  coold  write 
our  language  at  all;  and  the  zeal  and  knowledge  of  th'j 

'  Dedicatiam  to  tie  Hartms  CUfforUamtu. 
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other  mil  appear  but  to  the  greater  advantage,  when  con* 
trasted  with  his  evident  want  of  education.  Even  with  the 
learned  at  that  time,  the  laws  of  spelling  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  fixed  upon  a  certain  basis.  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and 
Sherard,  and  Dr.  Richardson  themselves,  not  uncommonly 
err  in  a  manner  that  would  be  unpardonable  in  a  gentleman 
of  our  days. 

The  Richardson  Correspondence,  in  addition  to  the 
letters  more  immediately  relating  to  Dr.  Richardson,  contains 
also  a  few  addressed  to  his  eldest  son,  the  heir  of  his  tastes 
and  pursuits,  his  collection  and  his  property,  as  well  as  of 
his  name.  Of  these  I  have  admitted  a  small  portion,  with  a 
view  of  continuing  the  thread  of  the  narrative ;  and  I  have 
been  particularly  induced  to  do  so,  as  otherwise  the  mass  of 
interesting  information  respecting  Linnaeus  must  have  been 
excluded.  They  are,  however,  very  few;  and,  being  placed 
at  the  end  of  the  volume,  cannot,  I  hope,  be  regarded  as 
interfering  with  the  object  more  particularly  before  me.  In 
them  will  be  traced  the  commencement  of  the  collection  of 
pictures,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say,  that  the  sole  merit  (if 
indeed  there  be  merit  at  all)  which  is  ascribable  to  me  in  this 
work,  lies  in  the  selection  and  the  notes :  all  else  belongs  to 
Miss  Currer.  The  compilation  was  originally  made  for  my 
own  private  amusement  and  instruction :  her  liberality  and 
spirit,  her  love  for  literature  and  for  tlie  arts  and  sciences, 
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her  desire  to  gratify  her  Mends,  her  feelings  for  the  honour 
of  her  family,  and,  above  all,  her  pious  affection  for  the 
memoiy  of  her  distinguished  ancestor,  induced  her  to  direct 
that  it  should  be  committed  to  the  press.  To  me,  the  task 
has  been  a  most  agreeable  one ;  as  again  connecting  me 
with  that  science,  whose  fostering  rays  cheered  and  iUumined 
the  morning  of  my  days,  and  shed  a  most  benign  influence 
over  their  noon-tide  hours.  To  Botany,  I  am  more  indebted 
than  it  is  possible  for  me  to  express.  From  that  pursuit,  under 
the  blessing  of  God,  have  mainly  been  derived  to  me  the 
health  of  my  body,  the  culture  of  my  mind,  my  relaxation  at 
home,  my  enjoyment  in  the  fields,  many  of  my  most  agreeable 
and  honoured  acquaintance,  and  several  of  my  dearest  friends. 
The  benefits  to  be  derived  firom  it  I  have  continually  expe- 
rienced  in  my  own  country:  they  have  been  no  less  present 
and  welcome  and  important  to  me  when  in  a  foreign  land. — 
I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  an  eulogium  on  Botany :  I  speak 
only  of  myself,  and  consequently  only  of  the  pleasures  and 
advantages  I  have  personally  derived  firom  it.  Others  will, 
with  more  propriety,  treat  the  subject  in  general  terms. 
Thus  much,  however,  often  as  it  has  been  repeated  before,  I 
must  be  allowed  to  say,  (for  indeed  it  cannot  be  said  too 
often)  that  the  study  of  Botany,  by  leading  its  votary  to  an 
habitual  observation  of  the  works  of  the  Almighty  hand,  and 
by  compelling  him  to  trace  in  the  herbs  of  the  field  the  same 
design,  and  wisdom,  and  power,  and  benevolence,  which  are 
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Richard  Richardson,  of  North  Bierley,  Esq.,  grandfaiher 
of  Dr.  Richardson,  was  bom  the  22nd  of  July,  1604.  He 
mairied  Jane,  second  daughter  of  George  Hopkinson,  of 
Lofthouse,  near  Wakefield,  gent ;  sister  to  that  learned  and 
industrious  antiquary,  Mr.  John  Hopkinson,  of  Lofthouse,  of 
whose  manuscript  collections^,  relating  to  the  Antiquities  of 
the  County  of  York,  forty  volumes  are  now  preserved  in  the 
library  of  Miss  Frances-Mary  Richardson  Currer,  who  is 
fourth  in  descent  firom  his  sister.    About  the  same  number 

^  Compiled  in  1815,  by  Mrs.  Dorotliy  RichardsoD,  of  Gargrave. 

3  See  p.  866. 
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of  manuscript  volumes  of  Mr.  John  Hopkinson  are  in  the 
possession  of  John  Heniy  Smyth,  Esq.,  of  Heath,  near 
Wakefield,  H.  p.  for  the  University  of  Cambridge,  who  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  daughters  of  Richard  Richardson 
and  Jane  Hopkinson. 

This  Richard  Richardson  died  at  North  Bierley,  the 
28rd  of  April,  1656,  his  wife  on  the  19th  of  October,  1662, 
leaving  six  sons  and  four  daughters.  By  their  third  son, 
John,  the  jGunily  is  connected  with  that  of  Dr.  Sharp,  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  whose  sister  he  married ;  and  by  the  sixth, 
Joseph,  with  the  Wartons,  one  of  his  daughters  having 
been  mother  of  the  two  veiy  learned  brothers,  Joseph  and 
Thomas  Warton. 

The  father  of  Dr.  lUchard  Richardson,  was  William 
Richardson,  Esq.,  of  North  Bierley.  He  married,  the  2nd 
of  August,  1759,  Susannah,  daughter  of  Gilbert  Savile,  of 
Greetland,  Gent,  and  by  Jier  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
He  died  the  26th  of  June,  1667,  and  was  buried  at  Bradford. 

Richard  Richardson,  m.d.,  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  was 
bom  at  North  Bierley,  the  6th  of  September,  1 663.  His 
father  died  intestate ;  leaving  very  considerable  landed  estates, 
but  not  a  sufficiency  of  personal  assets  to  discharge  his 
debts;  so  that  his  youngest  son  and  daughter  were  totally 
unprovided  for.  Their  mother,  whose  exemplary  character 
is  still  revered  by  her  descendants,  brought  them  up  with 
great  care :  and  it  is  most  probably  ascribable  to  the  excel- 
lent principles  she  instilled  into  them  in  their  early  youth, 
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that  Richard,  when  quite  a  boy,  requested  her  to  educate 
his  brother  and  sister  at  his  expence,  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  their  situation  in  life,  and,  as  soon  as  he  became  of 
age,  settled  upon  them  ample  fortunes.  His  brother, 
WOliam  Richardson,  fixed  himself  at  High-Femlej,  in 
the  parish  of  Birstal;  and  married  Mary,  daughter  and 
heiress  of  John  Kirsbaw,  of  Hoyle-House,  in  the  same 
pariah.  By  her  he  had  two  sons,  who  both  died  unmarried, 
and  one  daughter,  Martha,  married  to  Edward  Iveson,  Esq., 
of  Bkck-Bank,  in  the  parish  of  Leeds,  from  whom  the 
present  &mily  are  descended.  She  possessed  her  mother's 
fortune;  but  High-Femley  having  been  purchased  with  the 
fortune  given  him  by  his  eldest  brother,  William  Richardson, 
by  his  will,  bequeathed  it,  in  case  his  own  sons  died  without 
issue,  to  the  eldest  son  of  his  brother,  as  a  mark  of  his  grati- 
tude ;  and  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Currer. 

Dr.  RichardscHi  was  educated  at  Bradford  school, 
whence  he  was  removed  to  University  College,  Oxford.  He 
here  took  his  Bachelor  of  Physic's  degree,  and  subsequently 
studied  at  Leyden,  where  he  resided  three  years  in  the 
house  of  Paul  Hermann,  the  eminent  Botanical  Professor, 
and  was  contemporary  with  the  celebrated  Boerhaave. 

His  botanical  pursuits  began  about  the  year  1687. 
He  was  idected  f»r«s.  in  1712,  and  was  in  the  Commission 
of  the  Peace  for  the  West*Biding  of  the  County  of  York* 

He  mamed,  first,  Sarah,  sole  daughter  and  heira» 
of  John  Crossley,  of  Eirkshaw  House,  in  the  pa^ndi  of 
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Halifax,  Esq.,  who,  with  her  infant  sod,  died  in  1702.  His 
second  wife  was  Dorothy,  second  daughter  of  Hemy  Cixrrer, 
Esq.,  of  Kildwick,  in  Craven.  She  was  bom  May  20th, 
1687;  mairied  December  27th,  1705;  died  January  5th, 
1763;  and  was  buried  at  Cleck-Heaton  Chapel,  in  the 
parish  of  Birstal.     By  her  he  had  twelve  children,  seven  of 

whom  survived  him.— Of  these  below.  * 

4 

Dr.  Richardson  died  at  Bierley,  the  21st  of  April,  1^1 ; 
and  was  also  buried  at  Cleck-Heaton  Chapel;  where  an 
elegant  monument,  erected  to  his  memory  by  his  second 
son,  William  Richardson,  m.d.,  is  thus  inscribed : 

M.  S. 

RICARDI  RICHARDSON,  M.D.,  R.S.S. 

Renim  naturas  investigando, 

veterum  monumenta  perscrutandoy 

apprim^  sciens, 

iUe  artem  medicam  summa  cum  facilitate, 

summa  etiam  liberalitate, 

exercuit ; 

miro  animi  candore, 

singulari  morum  suavitate, 

iUibata  pectom  fide, 

spectatissimus. 

Vixit  annos  Lxxvn ; 

decessit  a.c.  mdccxu. 

Dr.  Richardson,  in  private  life,  was  an  exemplary  son, 
husband,  and  fioither.  His  mother  always  resided  with  him : 
she  died  at  Bierley,  the  6ih  of  October,  1708,  and  was  buried 
al  Bradford. 
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Although  a  scientific  Botanist,  Dr.  Richanfaon  never 
published  any  thing  upaa  that  sobject,  or  left  manuscripts 
of  any  conseqaence:  his  discoveries  he  conununicated  to 
his  fiiends;  and  his  name  £reqiiently  appears  in  their  woik& 

The  following  ps^iers  in  the  PhUofopkical  Thuuaciioms 
were  written  by  him : — 

**  On  Sabtezraneons  Trees,  or  Fossil  Wood,  at  Yonle, 
near  Yodt:"  No.  128, /i.  526. 

*^  Several  Observations  in  Natural  History,  made  at 
NcRth  Bierley,  in  Yorkshire,  on  the  Trouts  of  the  Welch 
Lakes,  the  Ermine,^*  &c.;  No.  337,  p.  167. 

''  An  Account  of  a  wondeiful  fiill  of  Water  from  a 
Spout  on  the  Moors,  in  Lancashire  ;**  No.  363.  p.  1097. 

'^  Concerning  the  Voraciousness  of  the  Squilla  Aqu4B 
dulcis,  in  destroying  the  young  Fxy  of  Carp  and  Tench  in 
Ponds  ;*•  No.  483.  p.  331. 

Dr.  Richardson  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  and  of  Boerliaave*;  and  corresponded  with  many 
highly  distinguished  characters. 

'  I  state  this  solely  upon  the  authority  of  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Richardson,  who  probably  had  private  sources  of  knowledge,  with  wluch 
I  am  unacquainted. — If  Dr.  Richardson  were  really  on  intimate  terms 
with  Boerhaave,  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  he  has  preserved  none 
of  his  letters.  Tlie  only  one  that  professes  to  be  from  him  in  the  Richard- 
son Correspondence  is  a  transcript.  It  b  dated  1730,  and  was  obviously 
written  at  the  very  beginning  of  their  acquaintance,  apparently  in 
answer  to  one  from  Dr.  Richardson,  sent  by  the  hand  of  his  son,  who 


XXX  MEMOIR  OF  THE 

Although  many  years  older,  a  similarity  of  pmrsuils 
comiected  him  with  the  late  John  Blackburn,  Esq.,  of 
Orford,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  grandfather  to  the  pre- 
sent John  Blackburn,  Esq.,  Member  of  Parliament  for  that 
county.  Mr.  Blackburn  built  the  first  hot-house  in  the 
North  of  England ;  and  it  is  recorded  by  his  descendants 
that  he  first  brought  the  pme-apple  plant  into  the  kingdom.^ 
Immediately  upon  his  hot-house  being  finished,  his  workmen 
built  one  for  Dr.  Richardson,  at  Bierley ;  where  there  is  now 
standing,  in  good  condition,  (although  within  the  last  fifty 
years  some  of  the  reiy  large  lower  branches  have  been 
torn  ofi*  by  heavy  snows),  perhaps  one  of  the  finest  and 

went  at  tluit  time  to  Lcyden,  and  whom  he  wished  to  place  under 
Boerhaave's  tuition.  Boerhaave,  after  observing  that  he  had  often 
heard  respecting  him  from  Sherard,  goes  on  to  say,  "  ambitios^  sponte 
quassivissem  mea  aniicitiam  quam  ignoto  offers  ;**  and  he  promises  to 
take  care  of  Mr.  Richardson,  and  says,  he  lias  proaired  him  admission 
into  the  Garden.  There  is  no  proof  that  any  further  intercourse  was 
kept  up  between  them.  Boerhaave  died  only  nine  years  afterwards, 
having  been  for  some  time  previously  in  bad  health. 

^  Thb  b  cleavly  an  error;  for, according  to  Sloane*s  manuscripts 
in  the  British  Museum,  No.  8870,  die  Pine-Apple  was  imported  into 
England  in  1G90,  by  the  Earl  of  Portland;  (see  Hortua  Kewensts, 
2nd  ed.  n.  p.  200);  whereas  Mr.  Blackburn  speaks  of  it  in  1731  as 
altogether  a  new  accession  to  his  garden.  Tliere  might  probably  be  a 
considerable  interval  between  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  plant 
and  that  of  the  obtaining  of  ripe  fruit  from  it 
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oldest  cedars  of  Lebanon  in  the  kingdom.  The  trunk,  at 
some  distance  from  the  ground,  measured  in  1812,  twelve 
feet  eight  inches  in  circumference.^  This  was  sent,  when 
very  young,  (but  the  year  is  not  known^)  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
to  Dr.  Richardson,  who  had  it  planted  in  a  garden-pot,  where 
it  remained  some  years ;  but,  finding  whatever  strength  it 
gained  in  summer,  it  lost  by  being  put  into  the  greien-house 
in  winter.  Dr.  Richardson,  tired  with  nursing  it,  caused  a 
large  hole  to  be  made  in  the  comer  of  his  flower-garden,  at 
a  little  distance  from  the  front  of  his  house,  and  to  be  filled 
with  very  good  eartli,  in  which  the  cedar  was  planted,  and 
still  remains. 

Among  his  principal  correspondents  on  the  subject  of 
Botany  and  Natural  History,  (to  take  them  in  the  order  of 
time  in  which  they  flourished)  were  Bobart,  Uvedale,  Petiver, 
Sloane,  Lhwyd,  Leigh,  Morton,  Knowlton,  Consul  Sherard, 

^  In  January,  1816,  this  cedar  was  measured.  At  the  bottom, 
near  the  ground,  the  circumference  was  twelve  feet  four  inches ;  at  the 
top  of  the  solid  trunk,  twelve  feet  nine  inches ;  in  height,  to  where  the 
tree  begins  to  branch  out,  fourteen  feet.    Z>.  J?. 

'  It  could  not  be  before  1702,  when  the  intercourse  between 
them  began;  but  the  Cedar  of  Lebanon  was  cultivated  in  Chelsea 
Gardens  in  1685,  in  which  year  Sloane  writes  to  Ray,  "  one  thing  I 
mudi  wonder,  to  see  tliat  the  Cedrus  Mantis  Libani,  the  inhi^itant 
of  a  very  different  climate,  should  thrive  here  so  well,  as,  without  hot  or 
greenhouse,  to  be  able  to  propagate  itself  by  layers  this  spring.  Seeds 
sown  last  autumn  have  as  yet  thriven  very  well,  and  ere  likdy  to  hold 
out" — May's  Correspondence,  p.  176. 
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Dr.  James  Sherard,  Dillcnias,  Brewer,  Short,  Miller,  Black- 
stone,  and  Blackburn. — To  these  may  be  added,  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  Lord  Petre,  Buddie,  Chambers,  Galbreath,  Rev.  T. 
Petre,  Pashley,  Sutherland,  Vemon,  and  Wood.^ 

Among  his  Antiquarian  and  Classical  correspondents 
were,  Mr.  Robert  Baynes,  Dr.  Arthur  Charlett,  Mr.  Francis 
Drake,  Mr.  Marmaduke  Fothergill,  honest  Tom  Heame, 
Dr.  Bichard  Frewin,  Rev.  Richard  Rauthmell,  and  Mr. 
Ralph  Thoresby. 

Dr.  Richardson^s  medical  practice  was  veiy  extensive, 
and  employed  most  of  his  time,  except  what  he  spared  in 
writing  to  his  numerous  correspondents,  taking  botanic  ex- 
cursions, and  more  especially  in  cultivating  his  flower-garden, 
green-house,  and  hot-house. 

He  had  an  excellent  wife,  who  managed  all  his  domestic 
concerns.    Their  children  were : 

1.  William,  bom  1706,  died  1707. 

2.  Richard  Richardson,  Esq.  of  Bierley,  bom  there  the 
26th  of  September,  1708.  He  was  educated  at  Bradford 
school,  and  was  afterwards  of  Brazenose  College,  Oxford,  in 

7  Mrs.  RichardBon  liken? ise  enumerates  among  his  correspondents 
Ray,  Willoughby,  and  Rand ;  but  there  is  nothing  preserved  to  warrant 
such  a  beUefl  Of  Ray,  the  correspondence  contains  nothing  whatever ; 
from  Willoughby  there  is  a  single  letter ;  but  it  is  neither  addressed  to 
Dr,  Richardson,  nor  has  any  reference  to  him,  and  was  probably  kept 
by  him  only  as  an  autograph :  the  two  in  the  collection  from  Rand 
are  both  addressed  to  Buddie. 
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which  Uniyersity  he  took  his  Bachelor^s  degree  in  Fhysic. 
He  studied  under  Boerhaave,  at  Leyden;^  but  never  prac- 
tised Fhysic  (though  he  was  eminently  skilful)  except  among 
his  tenants  and  poor  neighbours,  for  whose  use  he  kept  all 
necessary  drugs.  He  was  a  Deputy-Lieutenant,  and  in  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  West-Biding  of  the  county 
of  York.  On  the  Idth  of  February,  1750,  at  Bolton  in  the 
Moors,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  he  married  Dorothy, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  William  Smallshaw,  of  that  place, 
gent,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue.  He  died  the  dOth  of 
January,  1781;  and  she,  the  27th  of  NoYcmber,  1798;  and 
both  were  buried  in  Cleck-Heaton  Chapel.  He  was  a  man 
of  most  amiable  manners  and  scientific  taste:  he  purchased 
a  very  valuable  collection  of  pictures,  as  also  of  coins ;  and 
made  large  additions  to  his  father's  library,  which,  previously 
rich  in  Natural  History,  was  by  him  stored  with  classics  and 
prints:  all  these  are  now  in  the  possession  of  his  great  niece, 

Miss  Currer. 

3.  William  Richardson,  m.  d.,  was  bom  at  Bierley,  and 

also  educated  at  Bradford  school,  whence  he  removed  to 

^  He  quitted  Leyden  with  the  following  handsome  testimonial : 
"  Ridiardus  Richardsonus,  Britannus,  eximii  patris  egregius  filius,  decursu 
trium  annorum  in  Academia  nostra,  insignia  dedit  virtutis,  diligentie, 
el  eraditionis  praedane,  documenta.  Ita  quidem»  ut  discedens  sui 
desiderium  reliquerit,  omnibusque  spem  fecerit  maximam  bonoram, 
quae  ab  felici  ingenio,  sapientissime  ezculto,  in  Aitem  Medicam  redun- 
dare  queant.  Faxit  Deus  diu  incolumem,  qui  tanto  tempore  singulari 
curd  observatu^, probatus  fuit.*"— -IT.  Boerhaave, Leydm,  Sept,25, 1738. 
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St.  John^s  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  degrees' 
of  Bachelor  and  Doctor  of  Physic ;  and,  along  with  his 
elder  brother,  studied  under  Boerhaave  at  Leyden.  He 
settled  at  Ripon  in  the  county  of  York,  and  was  in  extensive 
practice,  until  bad  health  obliged  him  tp  decline  his  profes- 
sion in  the  prime  of  life.  He  was  universally  beloved  and 
respected  by  a  very  numerous  acquaintance,  and  inherited 
his  &ther's  taste  for  Botany  and  Natural  Histoiy.  He  wrote 
two  papers  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions^^ 

At  the  death  of  his  elder  brother  he  succeeded  to  the 
family  estates ;  but,  his  brother's  widow  choosing  to  remain 
at  Bierley,  he  continued  to  live  at  Bipon,  and  died  there 
unmarried,  the  23rd  of  July,  1783. 

4.  The  Rev.  Henry  Richardson,  m.  a.,  bom  the  24th  of 
March,  1710,  was  also  educated  at  Bradford  school,  and 
thence  removed  to  University  College,  Oxford,  where  he 
took  his  degree  of  a.m.  in  1736.  He  was  Rector  of  Thorn- 
ton, in  Craven.  On  the  2nd  of  December,  1747,  he  married 
Mary,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Benjamin  Dawson,  merchant, 
of  Oldham,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
She  died  the  3rd  of  April,  1800,  aged  eighty- two :  her 
husband,  March  27th,  1778. 

Mr.  Henry  Richardson  was  a  veiy  excellent  parish 
priest,  a  kind  husband  and  father ;  and  inherited  his  father's 
taste  as  a  Florist,  and  for  Natural  History. 

9  M.B.  there,  1786;  M.D.  1741. 

'®  An  Essay  on  the  Force  of  Percussion^  vol.  Lvni.,  p.  17. — 
Observations  on  the  Aphides  ofLinnaus,  vol.  lxi.,  p.  182. 
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5.  John  died  an  in£mt. 

6.  John  Richardson,  Esq.,  horn  the  l2th  of  November, 
1721,  was  brought  np  a  solicitor;  and  lived  in  Fumival^ 
and  afterwards  in  lincohi's  Inn,  London.  His  taste  was  for 
Topography  and  Heraldiy ;  and  his  collection  of  manuscript 
pedigrees  is  voluminous.  He  assumed  the  surname  of  Curr^ 
after  the  death  of  his  mother's  niece,  Sarah  Currer,  who  was 
heiress  of  that  femily. 

He  died  unmarried  at  Paddington,  in  Middlesex,  the 
22nd  of  June,  1784 ;  and  was  buried  in  the  north  chapel 
of  Kildwick  Church. 

7.  Thomas  Richardson,  bom  at  Bieriey,  the  8rd  of 
April,  1724,  died  unmarried,  at  Hackney,  in  Middlesex, 
January,  11th,  1763 ;  and  was  buried  there. 

Dorothy,  Dr.  Richardson's  eldest  daughter,  bom  at 
Bieriey,  June  16tb,  1712,  was  married  at  Wibsey  Chapel, 
July  29th,  1730,  to  Sir  John  Lister  Kaye,  Bart.,  being  his 
second  wife.  She  died  September  15th,  1772,  leaving 
several  children. 

Dr.  Richardson's  other  daughters  were : 

2.  Susannah,  who  died  an  iufant 

3.  Margaret,  bom  at  Bieriey,  the  22nd  of  September, 
1714,  died  munarried,  the  13th  of  October,  1764. 

4.  Another  Susannah  ) 

>  died  infants. 

5.  Jane  ) 

Of  the  children  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Richardson,  Rector 
of  Thornton,  Richard  Richardson,  Esq.,  the  eldest  son,  was 
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bom  there  the  19th  of  Jaauaiy,  1755,  and  was  educated  at 
Harrow,  and  thence  removed  to  Universitj  CoUege,  Oxford. 
He  died  at  Lisbon,  where  he  went  for  the  recorery  of  his 
health,  the  24th  of  May,  1782,  and  was  buried  there  in  the 
Protestant  burial-ground. 

2.  Henry  Richardson,  m.a.,  bom  at  Thornton,  the  2nd 
of  December,  1758,  was  likewise  of  Harrow,  and  of  Univer- 
sity College,  Oxford.  He  was  Rector  of  Thomton,  in 
Craven;  and  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1783,  married,  at 
Gargrave,  Margaret  Clive  Wilson,  only  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Matthew  Wilson,  Esq.,  of  Eshton-Hall,  by  Frances, 
daughter  of  Richard  Clive,  Esq.,  of  Styche,  in  the  county 
of  Salop,  and  sister  to  Robert,  Lord  Clive.  He  died  at 
Thomton,  on  the  10th  of  November,  1784,  and  was  buried 
there;  where  a  very  handsome  monument  is  erected  to  his 
memory,  by  his  only  daughter  and  heiress.  Miss  Frances- 
Mary  Richardson  Currer :  the  inscription  on  this  is  below. 

A  little  time  before  his  death,  he  took  the  name  of 
Currer,  added  to  his  own  surname,  upon  succeeding  to  the 
estate  of  Sarah  Currer,  after  the  death  of  his  uncle,  John 
Currer,  Esq. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory 

Of  the  Rev.  Hbnrt  Richardson  Currbr, 

Rector  of  Thomton,  in  Craven,  whose  mortal  remains 

rest  between  those  of  his  fiither  and  mother. 

He  was  second  son  of  the  Rev.  Heniy  Richardson,  a.ic. 

by  Mary,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Benjamin  Dawson, 

of  Oldham,  in  the  county  of  Lancashire,  merchant. 
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He  was  born  December  the  2^  1758  ; 
and  married,  February  the  2^  1783, 
to  Margaret  Clive, 
only  surviving  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Matthew  Wilson,  Esq.  of  Eshton-Hall, 
by  Frances,  fourth  daughter  of  Richard  Cliye,  Esq. 
of  Styche,  in  the  county  of  Salop, 
and  M.p.  for  Montgomery. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-ibur 
he  was  inducted  to  the  Rectoiy  of  HiomtoD, 
and  was  a  short  time  in  possession 
of  the  fiunily  estates  of  the  Richardsons  and  Currers. 
Upon  succeeding  to  the  latter, 
he  took  the  name  of  Currer,  in  addition  to  his  own, 
pursuant  to  the  will  of  his  cousin,  Sarah  Currer. 
In  the  relations  of  son,  brother,  and  husband, 
he  was  exemplary ;  and, 
while  universally  and  deservedly  beloved  and  respected, 
never  lost  sight  of  the  deep  humility  of  a  christian. 
Doubly  endeared  to  his  Parishioners, 
by  his  own,  and  the  remembrance  of  his  parents*  virtues, 
he  was  long  and  sincerely  mourned  by  them, 
and  by  the  many  whose  necessities  his  charity  had  relieved. 
To  the  heartfelt  grief  of  his  widow,  his  fiunily,  and  friends, 
he  closed  his  short,  irreproadiable  life,  Nov.  10th,  1784, 
setting  a  bright  example  of  early  piety, 
and  devout  submission  to  the  will  of  God ; 
who  called  him, 
from  the  fleeting  and  unsatis&ctoiy  enjoyments  of  time, 
to  the  sure  and  glorious  inheritance  of  immortal  life^ 
purchased  for  him  by  the  merits  of  his  Redeemer. 
Fnuices>Mary  Richardson  Currer,  his  posthumous  daugjbter 
and  heiress,  dedicates  this  marble  to  her  &ther, 
with  filial  reverenoe. 
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Margaret  Clive,  widow  of  the  Hev.  Henry  Richardson 
Currer,  married,  secondly,  at  Gargrave,  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1800,  her  own  cousin,  Matthew  Wilson,  Esq., 
of  Eshton-Hall,  (in  right  of  his  wife;)  by  whom  she  has 
two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Frances-Mary  Richardson  Currer,  only  daughter  and 
heiress  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Richardson  Currer,  was  bom  at 
Eshton-Hall,  the  drd  of  March,  1785.  She  is  in  possession 
of  both  the  Richardson  and  Currer  estates ;  and  inherits  all 
the  taste  of  the  former  fieunily ;  having  collected  a  very  large 
and  valuable  Ubraiy,  together  with  a  considerable  quantity  of 
prints,  shells,  and  fossils,  in  addition  to  what  were  collected 
by  her  grandfather  and  her  great  uncle. 
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LETTER  I 


Dr.  W.  Skermri'  U  Dr.  RiAmrdmm. 


IZ-ju  :vKt 


Sir, 

I  AM  g^  to  hear  of  roar  dcsigiied 

journey,  and  wish  joa  good  scoce»  in  it.  I  have 
writ  on  the  other  side  a  catalogue  of  what  I  recom- 
mend most  to  jonr  care:  serend  of  them  I  Lave,  bat 


1  Tlw  k  die  fiat  of  a  lai«  scdcs  of  IcttfB  ioB  »t. 


» 


io  nnmbcr,  wifl  be  fimnd  in  the  fiat  tc4i^k  of  KkkoU  IMtnaji 

AMeedoUu  dd.  aXMinL gj^a^iJ  via  bom  m,  Bafabr.  m  f  rinaii 

shirc^  in  1<U9»  and  letriicd  faa  cnlf  tAicil'mn  in  WnihMt  Taykm* 
Kbod  after  iriuch  he  m  a  ftodoit  oT  Sl  Mm*s  College;  Oxferd, 
where  he  cnterad  in  ll»77,  and  gpatbaffd  m  I^M^lfh^r  of  Lava,  in  1683. 
Having  taken  his  degree^  he  m  deeted  Fdlow  oT  the  Cnilry, 
snbieqiientlj  to  which,  he  arwinanied  Loid  Vinoont  Taaiuhmd  aBd 
Wriocfacdly,  gnoidBoo  of  the  fint  Duke  of  Bedfeid,  in  two  <uuxjmvc 
tours  on  the  cootincDt.     On  hit  retain  hone,  he  commanicatcd  to 
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not  good  specimens :  if  you  meet  with  any  thing 
new  (some  grasses  I  have  seen  at  Mr.  Newton's, 
noL  mentioned  by  Mr.  Ray,  gathered  at  Ingle- 
borough),  be  pleased  to  add  them  to  the  rest. 
Mr.  Ray*s  Synopsis  came  out  yesterday.  On 
Monday  morning  I  will  send  you  a  copy,  that 
you  may  take  it  along  with  you.  I  have  a  fine 
collection  of  Double  Auriculas  and  several  Pri- 

Ray  a  list  of  plants  found  on  the  Jura  and  other  places  near 
Geneva,  the  publication  of  which  stamped  his  character  as  a  botanist. 
From  that  time  to  1703,  he  appears  to  have  applied  zealously  to  thb 
science,  making  joumies  into  different  parts  of  England  and  Ireland, 
and  cultivating  the  correspondence  of  Toumefort,  Boerliaave,  Hermann, 
and  others  among  the  most  eminent  naturalists  of  the  day.  In  tlie 
last-mentioned  year,  he  went  to  Smyrna,  as  British  Consul,  and  from 
that  appointment  derived  the  name  of  Consul  Sherard,  by  which  he  is 
generally  known.  During  his  residence  in  Asia,  he  not  only  laboured 
most  diligently  towards  the  formation  of  his  immense  herbarium,  but 
is  also  said  to  have  begun  the  celebrated  Pinax,  whidi  was  the  great 
work  of  his  life,  and  to  whidi  repeated  allusions  are  made  in  these 
letters.  In  1718,  he  returned  to  England,  and  soon  after  had  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University  of 
Oxford.  The  remainder  of  his  days  was  spent  in  comparative  retire- 
ment ;  for,  though  he  had  amassed  a  considerable  fortune  in  Smyrna, 
he  lived  in  the  greatest  privacy  in  London,  immersed  in  the  study 
of  natural  history.  StiU,  however,  he  indulged  in  occasional  conti* 
nental  tours,  sedulously  maintained  his  correspondence  with  foreign 
botanists,  found  exceeding  delight  in  his  brothei^s  garden  at  Eltham, 
and  was  foremost  in  his  patronage  of  Catesby  and  More,  and  of  every 
project  which  he  thought  Ukely  to  contribute  to  the  progress  of  natural 
science.  In  this  point  of  view,  England  is  particularly  indebted  to 
him  for  bringing  Dillenius  among  us,  and  for  the  foundation  of  the 
Botanic  Garden  and  Professorship  at  Oxford,  concerning  all  which  full 
details  will  be  found  in  the  subsequent  pages  of  this  volume. 


Bube  BahrantldB  of  die  b«i  kxnd^  viih  scMttc  fi^v 
odhcr  thiws  ibr  Dr.  Hcnnum  ;  Imt  cm  £xtd  no  ofK 
portomtT  of  sesM&ig  ihem  ovor  vet.  Mn  KiniMuixl 
coie  over  in  tbe  pM:kel4Mit  that  mms  botrded  by 
Hie  Frendi  pnrttteer:  lie  gives  yoa  bis  serncc. 
Mr.  Oliver  is  oat  of  towa.  I  bear  Dr*  Plukcnet 
bas  tbe  pranise  of  tbe  phce  at  tbe  King^s  garden*^ 
If  sOy  I  befieve  I  sbaU  go  into  Ireland  pritb  Sir 
Aitbnr  Bawdon  witbin  two  months.  I  wiU  not 
&il  to  drj  for  yon  whatsoever  3roa  want  bere>  or 
what  else  I  can  procure  far  you.  I  suppose  you 
win  see  Thomas  Lawson  (who  will  furnish  you 
with  patterns  ci  most  ct  the  northern  plants)  and 
his  company  a-simplmg.  Pray  continue  the  coi^ 
respondence  you  are  pleased  to  honour  me  with, 
and  you  will  oblige. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

WxM.  SHERARD- 

2  Firom  this  obflervation,  it  nppears  thai  Sheiard  was  liimsclf 
desirous  of  the  ntuation,  in  reference  to  whidi,  Pulteney  sa^'s,  speaking 
of  Plukenet,  "  towards  the  dose  of  his  life  lie  is  said  to  have  boon 
assisted  by  the  Queen,  and  to  have  obtained  the  superintcndenry  of 
the  gardens  at  Hampton  Court,  and  to  have  been  honoured  with  the 
title  of  Royal  Professor  of  Botany."  Sketches  of  Botoft^  in  £ftfffan(ft 
II.  p.  22. 
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LKTIER  II. 
Dr.  Hermann^  io  Dr.  Ricliardsan, 

LoGD.  d  14  Decembr.  I690r 

ViR  Clarissime^ 

Amantissimas  tuas  ad  me  datas  supe- 
rioribus  mensibus  rit^  accepi.  His  autem  respon- 
dere  ut  par  fuisset  ob  febrem  qua  correptus  fui  non 
licuit :  igitur  te  rogo,  me  habeas  excusatiim.  Post 
Ferias  Natalis  Christi  plantas  meas  et  semina  per- 
curram,  et  ex  iis  pro  te  reponara,  et  transmittam 
omnia  quae  tibi  grata  et  utilia  fore  judicavero. 
Pro  gratissimo  tuo  munere  cerevisise  Anglicanas 
maximas  ago  gratias,  ct  pro  capsula  cum  plantis 
quas  ad  me  missas  esse  scribis.  Doliolum  unum  a 
Dno.  Hartley  accepi  superiori  septima :  verum 
alterum  hoc  demum  die  Amstelodami  accepi.  Hoc 
alterum  triplo  minus  est  qu^m  primum:  intelligo 
verum  ex  tuis  Uteris  doliola  quae  misisti  esse  unius 

1  Paul  Hermann  was  a  very  distinguished  botanist,  who,  after 
liaving  for  some  time  practised  medicine  at  Ceylon  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  settled  at  Leyden,  where  he  became  a  Professor  and 
Curator  of  the  Garden,  to  which  he  had  rendered  the  most  important 
services.  His  Harti  Academici  LugdiauhBatavi  Catalogus,  referred 
to  in  the  present  letter,  and  frequently  in  the  course  of  tliis  corres- 
pondence, was  published  in  1687.  For  a  full  account  of  this  and  of 
his  otlier  works,  see  Holler's  Bibliotheca  Botanical  i.  p.  637.  He 
died  in  1695.  Three  years  subsequently,  Sherard  edited  his  ParadisuB 
Batavus,  the  charge  of  which  was  borne  by  his  widow. 
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ejusdemque  magnitudinis  et  molis.  Capsulam  cum 
plantis  reperire  non  potuit  Hartley,  inquiens,  in 
suis  Uteris  Hulla  acceptis  nuUam  istius  capsulee 
factam  fuisse  mentionem.  Igitur  te  rogo,  ut  hoc 
amicis  tuis  Hullensibus  indices,  ut  inquirant  tibique 
significent  quid  cum  capsula  factum  sit.  Scatulam 
illam  quam  Domino  Olivier  misisti  expecto  indies. 
Catalogus  nostri  horti  nunc  ad  finem  perductus  est; 
ejusque  duo  exemplaria  Dno.  Lambrecht,  Leydensi 
negotiatori,  tradidi,  qui  ea  proxima  occasione  ad  te 
(occasione  mercium)  mittet.  Velim  mihi  significes 
quo  munere  ego  tuum  munus  possim  remunerare. 
Thea  vasculis  an  alio  quopiam  tibi  grato  ?  Faciam 
ut  re  ipsa  agnoscas  me  semper  esse^ 

Restrictissimum  et  ratissimum, 

P.  HERMANN. 


LETTER  III. 


Mr.  Lawson}  to  Dr.  Richardson 

Greatstiuckland,  March  20th,  90-91. 

My  Ffreind, 

I  KNOW  not  what  can  be  more  accept- 
able to  me  than  correspondence  in  this  manner,  till 

*  According  to  Nichols  Literary  Anecdotes^  i.  p.  233,  Note^ 
Lawson  was  *'  a  fiaivorcr  of  learning  and  an  excellent  schoolmaster.'*     It 

b3 
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ju\>v  i\U  luv  give  us  a  meeting :  if  thy  resolutions 
i\mUuue  to  see  our  countrey  at  the  tyme  called 
IVntecost,  I  shall^  (God  willing)^  be  ready  to  meet 
thee  upon  a  prefixt  day^  at  Settle^  or  there  abouts ; 
and  in  our  drawing  this  way^  I  can  shew  thee 
many  topicall  plants.  If  my  neighbour^  Aroy^  come 
into  your  parts  about  a  month  hence^  I  purpose  to 
send  thee  a  box  of  plants  for  thy  garden :  at 
present  I  send  thee  two  or  three  sorts  of  seeds^ 
which  I  judge  will  be  acceptable.  The  Archdeacon 
of  Cumberland^  and  I  are  treating  with  a  young 
man^  knowing  in  plants,  to  fetch  us  from  Edenburgh 
and  there  about  Scotch  plants,  a  catalogue  whereof 
I  draw  out  of  Sibbald^s  Prodr?  and  Sutherland's 
Catalogue j^  whose  assistance  he  will  not  want :  the 
man  is  desirous  of  the  journey,  if  we  can  but  raise 
him  small  assistance  to  beare  his  charges,  not  having 

is  plain  from  this  letter  he  was  a  Quaker.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
publications  of  his,  except  ''a  List  of  several  Rare  Plants,  not  observed 
by  Mr.  Ray,  found  in  the  Mountainous  Parts  of  the  Counties  of 
Westmoreland  and  Cumberland ;  printed  with  Robinson's  Natural 
History  of  these  counties.     London,  1709,  Svo.** 

^  Dr.  W.  Nicolson,  author  of  the  English  Hutarical  Library 
and  many  other  works,  but  none,  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  on 
natural  history.  He  was  made  Archdeacon  of  Carlisle,  in  1682,  and 
promoted  to  the  Bishoprick  of  the  same  see,  in  1702. 

'  ^Scotia  lUustrata^  sive  Prodromus  Histarua  NaiuralU  ScotiiB^ 
by  Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  published  at  Edinburgh,  1684,  folio. 

^  Mr.  James  Sutherland,  who  was  a  correspondent  of  Dr. 
Richardson,  and  from  whom  he  has  preserved  many  letters,  published 
a  Hortus  Medieus  EdifUntrgenais.    Editdmrgh^  1688,  8vo. 
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much  of  his  own. — Mr.  Ray  is  about  a  Syfiopsis  Me- 
thodica  Insectarum:^  my  small  share  of  assistance  i& 
requested.  I  wish  we  could  contribute  any  thing 
to  that  undertaking.  I  wish  thou  had  any  author 
that  treats  of  them,  with  cuts,  and  could  spare  it 
me  a  little :  indeed,  I  have  none,  neither  have  I 
much  made  it  my  study.  I  have  little  more  to  write 
but  cordiali  respects,  and  that, 

I  am,  thy  really  Lo.  flfrd. 

THOMAS  LAWSON. 


LETTER  IV, 


Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Rkliardson. 

MoYBA,'  June  6,  01. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  came  hither  in  twelve  days,, 
and  had  been  answered  last  post,  had  I  been  at 

^  This  work  was  not  printed  till  1705,  when  it  appeared  in  Svo. 
under  the  title  of  **Meihodu8  JRuectarum,  aeu  Buecta  in  Methodum 
aliquakm  digesta.^ 

^  A  yiUage  in  Ireland,  in  the  county  of  Down,  which  gives  the 
title  of  Earl  to  the  Marquis  of  Hastings.  Sir  Arthur  Rawdon,  with 
whom  Sherard  was  then  staying^  (see  p.  8,)  was  an  ancestor  of  the 
present  Marquis,  and  was  the  second  baronet.  He  had  distinguished 
himself  in  &your  of  King  William  in  the  wars  of  the  revolution ;  and  his 
exertions  in  tliat  cause  are  supposed  to  have  hastened  his  death,  whidi 
took  place  in  1695,  on  the  day  he  completed  his  thirty-fifth  year.    Tlic 
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home  to  have  received  it.  I  was  viewing  a  moun* 
tain  about  1 5  miles  distant,  which  did  not  prove 
according  to  expectation,  being  cover'd  over  with 
heath  and  moss.  I  have  observed  three  or  four 
Musci  Adianti  Capitulis  here,  which  are  not  in 
Mr.  Ray's  Synopsis,  and  sent  them  to  Mr.  Doody, 
who  is  putting  out  a  small  treatise  of  them  with 
cuts.^  On  my  return  home  by  a  lough-side,  in 
a  very  wet  rotten  bog,  I  met  with  Hellehorine  fl. 
alho;^  which,  besides  the  diflference  of  its  growing 
from  that  on  Stoken-church  hills,  where  I  have 


intimacy  between  Sir  A.  Rawdon  and  Shenird,  probably,  arose  from  a 
similarity  of  pursuits ;  for  Dr.  Pulteney  states  that  the  baronet,  on 
seeing  Sir  Hans  Sloane*s  splendid  collection,  sent  James  Harlow,  a 
skilfid  gardener,  to  Jamaica,  who  returned  with  a  ship  almost  laden  with 
plants  in  a  vegetating  state,  and  with  a  great  number  of  dried  specimens. 
No  ftirther  letters  from  Sherard  occur  in  this  correspondence  till  1701 : 
in  the  interval  he  must  have  left  England ;  for  it  will  be  seen  by 
Uvedale*s  letter  of  March,  1697,  that  he  was  at  that  time  in  Rome. 

^  Whatever  the  treatise  here  alluded  to,  it  does  not  appear  that 
Boody  ever  published  it,  or  indeed  an3rthing  else  m  reference  to  Natural 
History ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  he  did  not ;  for  Pulteney  says  of 
him,  that,  **  among  the  cryptogamic  plants,  he  made  the  most  discoveries 
of  any  man  in  that  age,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  them  stood  clearly 
unrivalled  ;**  and  Jussieu  paid  him  the  compliment  to  designate  him, 
"  inier  Pharmacopaos  Londinenses  sui  temporis  Coryphaua^ 

'  Most  probably  the  ^ipadis  ensifolia,  Smith,  which  Dillenius, 
in  JBay«  SynopnSt  says  he  received  in  1694,  sent  him  by  Sherard  from 
Ireland.  The  plant  of  Stoken-church  woods,  mentioned  almost 
immediately  afterwards,  is  the  Epipact%$  grandifiora  of  the  English 
Flora;  and  theDamoiomum  purpureum  dilutumt  the  Bpipaetis  rubra^ 
of  the  same  work. 
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found  it  plentifully,  the  narrowness  and  length 
of  its  leaves  persuade  me  is  a  distinct  kind.  I 
have  seen  the  specimen  found  by  Mr.  Newton, 
which  Mr.  Ray  mentions,  which  may  be  it  for 
ought  I  know,  tho*  I  took  it  to  be  the  Dama- 
sonium  purpureum  dilutumy  Hve  6.  Clus.  J.  B.,  of 
which  I  have  specimens  I  found  near  Geneva.  I 
set  out  next  Thursday  for  the  mountains  near 
Belfast,  and  will  continue  along  the  shoar  to 
Carlingford.  Tom  Harrison  is  not  yet  come ;  but 
I  hope  will  by  my  return,  that  I  may  have  his 
company  to  the  county  of  Derry  and  the  western 
shoar.  I  am  glad  you  have  received  your  seeds 
from  Dr.  Hermann :  he  sent  me  a  parcel  and  book 
the  same  time,  (as  he  writes),  which  I  have  not  yet 
heard  of.  Tom  Harrison  will  bring  them  (Uio' 
they'll  come  late)  with  any  dry'd  plants  my  bro- 
ther has  received.  Fme  glad  to  hear  what  you 
write   concerning    Mr.  Bobart.*      I   know  he   is 

^  **  Jacob  Bobart ;  son  of  a  preceding  Jacob  Bobait,  a  German, 
who  came  into  this  oountiy  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  oentuiy, 
and  was  appointed  first  superintendant  of  the  Physic  Garden. at 
Oxford,  founded  in  16S2,  by  Heniy  Earl  of  Danby. .  The  OUalogus 
PknUarum  in  that  garden,  published  at  Oxford,  in  1648, 12mo.  was 
drawn  up  by  Bobart,  and  is  a  very  &vourable  proof  of  his  zeal /and 
diligence.  His  name  is  joined  in  the  second  edition,  1658,  as  an 
associate  in  the  work  with  Dr.  Stephens  and  Mr.  Browne.  He  wrote 
the  second  volume  of  the  Plantarum  Historia  Universtdis  OxoniensiSy 
seu  Herbarum  DistrUmtio  Nova^  to  which  Dr.  Thomas  Hyde,  Keeper 
of  the  Bodleian  Library,  added  annotations  on  the  eastern  names. 
Bobart  had  also  intended  a  third  volume,  on  trees,  but  died  before  it 
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tired  of  Oxford,  and  would  gladly  remove :  he  has 
been  making  an  interest  for  Watts  his  place,  at 


finished.— {The  fiist  Tolume  of  that  wDik  «■■  mwpnrrf  by 
Dr.  Robert  If  omoo,  a  natiTe  of  Abudum ;  vho^  qaittiiig  Seodaiid  id 
the  tnmbleiy  ttaified  at  ftris,  took  a  degree  m  phjae  aft  AiigeB^aiid 
directed  the  Royal  Gaidens aft  Bfoiiitffl the deBthoftbeDiikeorOiieaos: 
at  die  reitoiaftMMW  he  vas  appointed  Ovaseer  of  the  Klngfii  Gaidcws 
and  Fellow  of  die  CaDege  of  Phjsciani,  and  in  1669,  PloleaBor  of  Bo- 
tany in  the  Unirenity  of  Ozlbtd»  wbae  he  read  fectnres.  till  he  set 
about  poblnhii^  7%e  OmnermU  Xmmiedgg  ^  Sm^in.  He  died 
Norember  9di.  1688.  ITMNft  Fail^ILpul78.>— EdBmdGi7toii.tfae 
poetaster,  wrote  a  poem  on  Mr.  teob  Bobait,  Fwiaa  of  ike  Gmanb 
lo  tAe  Pigrm  Gordbi,  to  the  tone  of  the  Counter  Scnflle»  Oxford,  1662. 
Granger  rdates  a  homoiotts  drcunotance  in  hii  nannen ;  diat,  *on 
rejoiringAja,  he  used  to  hare  hk  beard  tagged  widi  sfihrcr.'  Hiere  ii 
aveiyscaroe  print  of  the  elder  Bobait  with  a  disticfa,  dated  1675.  by 
Bur]^ien,  which  oonfinns  his  Geraum  origin.  He  died,  Febniary  4th, 
1679,  aged  81  ;  and  left,  besides  Jaoob»  another  son,  named  TiUemant, 
who  was  also  employed  in  the  Phjaie  Garden. 

"*!  cumot,'  says  Dr.  Pukency,  'aaeertain  the  time  of  (the 
younger)  Bobart*8  death  ;  but  fiomthestoiyrdatedofhimby  Dr.Grey, 
in  his  edition  of  HudibraMt  which  unplies  that  he  was  of  a  humorous 
disposition,  he  must  haTe  been  living  in  17&k  He  had  tnnsfi>nned 
a  dead  rat  into  the  feigned  figure  of  a  dragon,  which  imposed  upon  the 
learned  so  fer,  that — seveial  fine  coptes  of  fciscs  were  wrote  on  so  rare 
a  snfageet.  Bobart  afterwards  owned  the  cheat ;  but  it  was  preserved 
lor  some  yean,  as  a  master-piece  of  ait  !!* — Bobaxt  lired  considerably 
longer  than  Dr.  Pnlteney  supposes.  Dr.  Abd  Erans,  in  1718,  dedicated 
VtrimmMU$9  a  poeHeal  q^uUe^  to  him,  which  is  preserred  in  the 
SeUet  CoUeeHom.  of  Poem$^  1780,  toL  m.  p.  145>  and  contaitts  much 
lustoried  information.  Bobaxt  had  fimned  a  Hortos  Siccus  in  twenty 
vofamwi*  He  is  several  times  mentioned  with  great  kindness  in  these 
letten  of  Consul  Sherard,  who  bments,  in  March,  1719,  that  the 
Vioe-cfaanoeDor  had  compelled  Bobait  to  resign  die  oflioe  of  Botanic 
Professor,  and  also  records  his  death,  which  happened  at  a  veiy 
advaooed  age»  in  a  few  months  after.     He  was  buried,  December  80th, 
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the  expiration  of  his  lease,  (which  will  be  next 
year ;)  but  I  beKeve  Sam :  Doody  is  secure  of  it.' 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  catalogue  of  your  seeds 
at  the  latter  end  of  summer.  Til  send  you  one 
of  mine,  which  shall  be  at  your  service. 

If  Mrs.  Stanhope  be  not  returned,  I  believe 
sheTl;  stay  and  ly-in  in  Yorkshire,  by  whom  pray 
send  what  additions  you  can  make,  out  of  your 
garden  or  the  fields:  if  she  be,  be  pleased  to 
direct  to  my  brother,  at  the  Blackmore*s  Head, 
in  Paternoster  Row.  I  have  raised  above  sixty 
Barbados  plants,  from  seed  sent  by  Mr.  Charleton, 
brought  over  by  James  Read,  the  quaker,  of  which 
m  save  you  some  patterns.  I  think  I  sent  you  a 
catalogue  from  London  of  my  northern  wants : 
give  me  leave  to  renew  it.     Pray  my  respects  to 


1719.  A  descendant  of  thk  fiunily,  TUlemant  Bobart,  is  still  well 
known  to  all  who  wish  for  civil  treatment,  and  a  safe  carriage  on  the 
road  to  Oxford."  Nichols. — What  is  said  in  this  letter  of  "  Bobart's 
wish  to  resign,"  receives  an  interesting  conunent  from  a  passage  in 
another  of  Sberard*s  letters,  dated  July  8th,  1719,  and  not  here  inserted* 
In  it  he  says, "  I  am  surprised  the  Vioe^shancellor  has  obliged  Mr. 
Bobart  to  resign  his  place,  and  has  chosen  Dr.  Sandys  of  Wadham» 
Botanic  Professor :  th^  ought  to  have  let  him  spend  the  short  remainder 
of  his  time  in  the  garden."  The  Vice-chancellor  at  that  time  was 
Dr.  Skippen,  Principal  of  Brazen-Nose  College.  As  to  what  is  men- 
tioned above  in  this  note,  respecting  Bobartfs  "  having  his  beard  tagged 
with  silver,"  I  understand  from  the  present  Botanical  Professor, 
Dr.  Daubei^,that  there  is  a  portrait  of  him  with  sudi  an  appendage,  still, 
1884,  existing  at  Oxford,  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his  descendants. 
^  Superinteudant  and  Demonstrator  of  the  garden  at  Chelsea. 
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Mr.  Lawson  (whom  I  once  saw  something  of  above 
two  years  ago,  shxce  at  Chelsea,  with  Mr.  Watts ;) 
and  let  him  know,  if  1  can  be  serviceable  to  him 
here,  I  shall  be  very  ready. 

Sir,  I  wish  you  success  in  your  journey,  and  in 
all  other  your  undertakings. 

1  am. 
Your  assured  friend  and  humble  servant, 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  V. 

J/r.  Lhwyd^  to  Dr.  Richardsati. 

OxpoED,  December  drd,  91. 

Worthy  Sib, 

I  RETURN  you  many  thanks  for  your 
obliging  letter,  and  for  the  books  you  were  pleased 
to  send  mc.  Your  discoveries  are  very  considerable; 
and  nothing  can  be  more  acceptable  than  patterns 

'  The  literaiy  annals  of  the  times  scardy  present  us  a  greater 
name  than  that  of  Edward  Lhwyd,  either  as  a  naturalist  or  antiquary. 
In  the  former  capacity,  he  is  prindpally  known  by  his  researdies  in 
geology,  a  science  which  has  taken  altogether  so  new  a  character  from  the 
discoveries  of  the  present  dv^,  that  it  is  hardiy  possible  for  his  labours 
to  be  estimated  as  th^  deserve.  In  the  latter,  his  Ardkmoiogia 
Britanmca  will  never  fiiil  to  hold  a  high  rank  among  the  publications 
on  that  interesting  subject     This  and  his  Lithophjfiacii  Britatmici 
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of  some  of  them,  whereof  (since  you  are  pleased  to 
invite  me  to  it)  I  shall  make  bold  to  give  you  a 
catalogue. 

Being  in  some  hast  to  save  the  post,  I  can 
say  little  more  at  present  than  to  assure  you  that, 
if  you  can  give  me  any  directions  how  I  may  be 

Iconogrtqihia  were  his  standard  works ;  but,  besides  these,  he  contri- 
buted to  the  Philosophical  Transactions  several  very  interesting  papers 
upon  similar  subjects  ;  and  thirteen  of  his  letters  will  be  found  printed 
in  Ray*s  Correspondence,  and  three  in  Thoresby*s.  In  that  of 
Dr.  Richardson  are  preserved  seven,  of  which  I  have  here  selected 
five.  But  these  were  fiir  fro^  all  which  Dr.  Richardson  received  from 
him ;  and  why  he  kept  these,  it  were  difficult  to  say.  We  know 
from  his  letter  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  of  Nov.  29th,  1712,  that  he  then 
sent  the  baronet  all  such  as  he  was  able  to  meet  with,  amounting  to 
thirteen,  the  whole  of  which  are  still  preserved  among  the  Sloanian 
papers  in  the  British  Museum. — Men  of  eminence  in  his  own  time 
were  not  backward  in  paying  their  tribute  to  the  merits  of  Lhwyd. 
Dr.  Nicolson,  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  says  on  this  subject,  in  a  letter  to 
Thoresby ;  **  Mr.  Lhwyd  is  indeed  an  extraordinary  person.  If  you 
see  Oxford,  it  will  want  one  of  its  chief  glories,  (as  Bishop  Burnet  said 
of  Malpighi,)  if  he  be  out  of  town  :  if  he  be  not,  I  hope  you  will  take 
an  opportunity  of  making  an  acquaintance  with  him."  To  Lhwyd's 
botanical  knowledge  ample  testimony  is  borne  by  Ray,  who  is  indebted 
to  him  for  many  additions  to  his  lists  of  British  plants,  particularly  those 
of  Wales  and  Cornwall.  In  the  former  of  these  countri^  he  had 
repeatedly  traveUed,  according  to  Pulteney,  and  had  also  extended  his 
joumies  into  Brittany  and  Scotland,  as  well  as  into  Ireland,  where  he 
seems  to  have  made  considerable  abode.  He  died  in  July,  1 709,  at  the 
early  age  of  rriiiilyi  nine  ;  having  held  for  nineteen  years  the  office  of 
Keeper  of  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  to  which  he  succeeded  on  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Plot,  to  whose  care  he  had  been  previously  much 
indebted.  Both  the  one  and  the  other  belonged  to  "Sli  John*o  College,  at^^^ 
Oxford,  where  Lhwyd  was  entered  as  a  student  in  168/.;6 
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serviceable  to  you,  in  any  part  of  natural  history, 
you  shall  find  none  of  your  correspondence  more 
ready  than, 

Your  most  humble  and  obUged  serv. 

EDW,  LHWYD. 

Mr.  Ray  has  lately  discovered  about  forty 
new  mosses  in  his  own  neighbourhood;  and  he 
tells  me  Mr.  Dale  has  found  out  an  Alga  graminea 
seminifera^  bearing  seeds  in  the  middle  of  the 
two  leaves,  which  open  when  they  are  ripe.  These 
seeds  are  shining,  soUd  seeds,  like  those  of  land 
plants.  He  has  in  the  presse  a  very  curious  dis- 
course about  the  dissolution  of  the  world.^  If 
your  neighbourhood  affords  any  form*d  stones,  1 
beg  that  you  would  please  to  communicate  some 
of  them ;  for  I  have  been  persuaded  by  Dr.  Lister 
and  Mr.  Ray  to  put  iuto  some  order  what  observa- 
tions I  have  made  in  that  kinde. 

Your  letter  was  brought  to  me  last  Saturday ; 
but  the  bearer  sayd  it  should  have  come  a  month 
sooner :  the  second  part  of  it  being  not  dated,  I 
know  not  what  time  it  spent  by  the  way. 

'  Zoiiera  marina.  Ray  (in  his  S^tupsiSj  pu  52,)  gives  a 
long  account  of  this  plant,  and  much  praise  to  Dale  for  the  discovery 
of  it.  On  tlie  contrary,  it  is  remarkable  that  it  should  have  continued 
so  long  unknown. 

^    The  work  here  alluded  to  was  his  Three  Physico- Theological 
Discoursest  concerning  the  Primitive  Chaos  and  Creation  of  the 
World;    the   General  Deluge,  its   Causes  and  Effects:  and  the 
Dissolution  of  the  World  and  Future  ConJlagration,Syo^  1692. 
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LETTER  VI. 

Dr.  Ui>edale^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Enfield,  March,  1696-7. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  7th  came  to  me  yesterday. 
The  10th,  I  sent  forward  to  you  a  box  of  July- 
flowers*  by   the   Bradford  carrier,    remembering 

'  Dr.  Uvedale^  who  ma  bom  in  Westminster  and  educated  at  the 
school  there,  was  afterwards  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where  he 
graduated  as  b.  a.  1662,  and,  after  having  been  elected  one  of  the 
Divinity  Fellows  of  that  body,  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Law  Fdlowship,  and  had  the  singular  honour  of  carrying  his  point, 
against  a  no  less  powerful  competitor  tlian  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  The 
master.  Dr.  Barrow,  declared  in  his  fevour,  saying  that,  as  they  were 
equal  in  litenuy  attainments,  he  must  give  the  prize  to  the  senior. 
He  soon  afterwards,  having  vacated  his  ii^owship  by  marriage,  took  a 
school  at  Enfidd,  and  in  this  had  great  success  and  great  vexations,  as 
recorded  in  NichoU  Literary  Anecdotes  and  Lysowf  Environs  of 
London.  He  was  bom,  1642,  and  died,  1722.  By  his  letters  to  Dr. 
Richardson,  of  which  many  are  preserved,  though  few  worth  printing, 
he  seems  to  have  been  much  more  of  a  florist  than  a  botanist  It  does 
not  appear  that  he  published  any  thing  connected  with  natural  histoiy ; 
but  Watt,'  in  his  Bibliotheca  Britannica,  mentions  two  theological 
works  by  him;  and  he  was  also  the  author  of  a  translation  of 
VeneroH^s  Italian  Grammar.  Archbishop  TiUotson  gave  him  the 
rectory  of  Orpington  and  the  chapel  of  St.  Maiy,  Cray,  Kent. 

^  This  I  conceive  to  be  obviously  the  proper  word ;  though,  long 
before  ihe  time  of  Uvedale,  it  had  been  corrupted  into  Gillefloure,  now 
written  Qilly-ftower,  which  name  Gerard  uses  as  a  generic  English 
term  for  pinks.  Shakspeare  had  written  it  Gillofer^  under  which 
head,  see  some  curious  matter  in  Dr.  Nares'  most  amusing  Glossary.  The 
derivation  from  the  Italian  Garofalo,  and  thence  through  the  Frencli 
Giroftee,  is  probably  one  of  those  happy  hits,  which  arc  designated 
by  the  Proverb,  *•  se  non  c  vero,  e  ben  trovato." 
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that  in  the  autumn  you  desir'd  some  of  me. 
I  have  none  of  my  own ;  but  from  a  friend  I  re- 
ceived those  sent,  who  makes  great  complaints, 
as  we  all  have  occasion,  for  the  losses  by  the 
winter,  which  has  eas'd  me  too  of  the  trouble  of 
making  a  register  at  present;  for,  as  before  I 
could  not  find  time  to  write  the  names  of  my 
plants,  I  believe  now,  upon  enquiry,  I  should  not 
find  names  to  write ;  but  they  who  cultivate  plants 
must  expect  such  fortune. — I  have  not  examin*d 
my  losses  yett,  but  believe  my  selfe  in  the  condition 
of  traders  who  are  running  down  in  the  world, 
and  care  not  to  looke  into  their  bookes :  my  green- 
houses have  escap'd  tolerably  well ;  my  stove  but 
indifferently,  by  a  misfortune  in  the  worst  of  the 
weather.  I  was  absent  from  home  about  ten  dayes ; 
and  in  that  time  my  gardener  sickened  with  a 
dangerous  fever :  his  directions,  such  as  he  gave^ 
were  not  observed  for  want  of  skill ;  and  my  plants 
tooke  both  cold  and  heat  enough  to  kill  some  and 
make  others  very  sickly.  I  am  glad  your  northern 
plants  survive.  I  fear  they  have  not  liked  their 
quarters  here  so  well,  and  forsaken  them.  When 
I  looke  over  my  garden,  which  this  weather  will 
tempt  me  to  do  at  my  first  leisure,  I  fear  I  shall 
send  you  a  long  dead  list.  You  are  very  obliging 
in  offring  to  communicate  what  fossils  you  have 
collected.  I  never  had  convcniency  to  gather; 
but  when  any  natural  rarity  lights  into  my  hands  I 
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prize  it  much^  and  think  myself  rich,  valuing  my 

tiv  tog  xoifLvijy.     You  may  freely  command  what 

my  garden  affords;  therefore  pray  lettme  have  your 

order  while  the  spring  lasts.    I  have  had  little  from 

abroad  of  Affncans,  except  a  small  parcel  sent  by 

Dr.  Hotton:^  the  quantity  and  number  he  made 

excuse  for,  having  them  by  chance  from  Denmarke, 

one  of  their  ships  last  year  touching  att  the  Cape, 

but  none  of  the  Dutch  East  Indiamen;  (so  wise 

they  are  in  their  generation  to  avoid  an  expecting 

enemy.)     Dr.  Sherard  sent  me  some  seeds  from 

Rome,  but  a  small  quantity  of  each,  for  the  con- 

veniency  of  postage:   there  are  some  very  good 

plants  among  them.    A  few  I  have  received  from 

the  Oxford  garden,  and  a  pretty  numerous  parcel 

from  a  Scotch  gentleman;  but  I  fear  they  have 

been  his  collection  ever  since  he  went  abroad :  the 

freshest  pretend  not  later  than  1695 :   from  them, 

though  many,  I  expect  little.    This  is  the  fund  I 

am  going  to  begin  business  with,  after  my  losses : 

if  it  tumes  out  well,  you  shall  share  with  me  in  the 

produce. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  UVEDALE. 

'  Dr.  Peter  Hotton,  after  whom  one  of  our  most  beautiful 
British  plants,  the  Hottonia  palustris,  is  named,  was  curator  of  the 
Leyden  Botanic  Garden,  as  well  before  the  return  of  Hermann  as  after 
his  decease ;  and  on  tlie  last  occasion  was  tlie  immediate  predecessor  of 
Boerhaaye.  He  published  Sermo  Academicus,  quo  rex  herbarim 
hisioria  etfata  adumbrantur,   1695,  4to.  c 
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LETTER  VII.» 
Dr,  Ricliardson  to  Mr,  Lhwyd, 

North  Biulby,  16  die  Junii,  Anno  1698. 

De  effigiatis  nostrse  hujus  vicinise  Fos- 
silibus  a  me  nihil  absolutum  expectabis ;  utpote  in 
hac  jucundissim^  Historise  Naturalis  parte  novitio 
plan^  Tyrone,  et  nimis  imperito :  qu8B  tamen  hac- 
tenus  observare  licuit,  quoniam  id  rogas,  sic  paucis 
accipe.  Singularis  figurse  fossilium  tria  tanthm 
genera  invenimus;  Entrochos  nimiriim^  Conchylia 
mineralia,  et  quae  Lithophyta  vocare  soles.  Entro- 
chorum,  ad  locum  Clattering' Sike  dictum,  medio 
itinere  inter  Malham  et  Settle^  tantam  copiam 
vidimus,  ut  brevi  spatio  modii  aliquot  iisdem  im- 
pleri  possent;  quorum  nonulla  variae  figurae  et 
magnitudinis  collegimus  specimina;  alia  nempe 
insignit^r  ramosa,  distorta  alia,  alia  compressa; 
qusedam  longiuscula,   brevia,   mediocria;    crassa, 

^  Tliis  letter,  and  the  other  two  from  Richardson  to  Lhwyd, 
are  transcribed  from  die  Lithophyktcium  Britannicum^  2nd.  Ed. 
p.  107, 112,  and  113 ;  of  which  work,  only  one  hundred  and  twenty 
copies  were  printed.  It  is  there  stated  that  the  originals  were  then  in 
the  possession  of  E.  M.  da  Costa.  Where  they  are  now,  it  were 
difficult  to  say :  the  Da  Costa  papers  at  this  time  form  a  portion  of 
the  very  curious  collection  of  Mr.  Upcott ;  but  these  letter  are  no 

longer  amongst  them. Respecting  the  publication  of  the  second 

edition  of  the  LitJiophyladum  some  curious  letters  will  be  found  in 
Nichols  Illustrations,  iv.  p.  456,  between  Huddesford,  the  Editor,  and 
Da  Costa. 
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exilia,  minutula,  etc.     Hi  etiam^  quamvis  minus 
copios^,  e  fodina  qu&dam  plumbi  et  teris^  juxta 
Malham  (ubi  Fairy-Beads  vocant)  eruuntur :  imo 
et  non  rar6  in  rupibus  ejusdem  conventus  Cra- 
venensis,   qu8&  saxo  quodam  constant  molari  si- 
mili^   delitescunt.     Conchylia  hactenus   observata 
fer^  e  bivalvibus  striatis  sunt  omnia :  loco  praefato, 
.Clattering-Sikey .  varios  .  pectines   colligere   licuit, 
qui    materia    quasi    inter    saxeam   et   testaceam 
media  constare  videbantur.    Ad  banc  viciniam  per 
spatium    trium   aut    quatuor    milliarium  in  saxo 
lithanthraci  incumbente  Canchites  leviter  rugosus 
-depressiar  Listeri  admodum  vulgaris  est ;  interdum 
etiam  Pectinites  iste  umbratilis^  seu  membranaceus, 
occurrit^   quern  olim  e  carbonariis  Monae   Insulse 
ad  nos  transmisisti^  cujusque  apud  eundem  Clariss. 
Authorem  fit  mentio  in  Tract.  De  Anat  ConchyL 
Part.  II.     Veriim  h\c   notatu   dignum,   qudd  in 
puteis  ubi  ejusmodi  Pectinites  umbratilis  Schistum 
Lithanthraci  proximo  incumbentem  occupat^  planta- 
rum  nullse  appareant  figurae.  Apud  nos  saltern  sic  sc 
res  habet;  nee  alibi  ali&s  esse^  ex  tuis  de  Carbonariis 
Monensibus  biennio  abhinc  datis  conjicio.    Canchita 
leviter  rugosi  depressions  materia  prorsus  crystallina 
est^  ade6  ut  non  aliud  videatur  qukm  fluor  quidam 
sublustris^   cujus  facies  exterior  conchylii  super- 
ficiem  exhibet.     Hujus  tanta  est  copia^  ut  in  qui- 
busdam  puteis  carbonariis  per  novcm  aut  decern 
pedes  vix  aliud  Fossoribus  occurrat,  idquc,  alias 

c2 
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parcius  alias  copiosius,  per  milliarium  aliquot  spa- 
tium  (ut  supr^  innuimus)  obtinet.  An  ver6  tanta 
hujus  conchylii  copia  uUibi  marium  extet,  ipsi 
videant  qui  ad  Diluvium  Universale  testacea  omnia 
referunt  fossilia.  Alios  quosdam  Pectinitas  saxum 
calcarium  suppeditat :  neque  hlc  prsetereundum, 
qu6d  in  hisce  regionibus  prse  aliis  hoc  saxum  con- 
chylia  exhibeat  mineralia.  Ade6  enim  non  verum 
est, quod  nuperus  quidam  Scriptor,, D.  Woodward j 
tradit^  omnes  quascunque  rupes,  et  prsesertim  edi- 
tiores,  testaceis  fossilibus  abundare,  ut  nobis  ea 
sedul6  quserentibus  nd  altissimos  scopulos  mon- 
tium^  Inglehorough^  Pendle,  aliosque  per  Angliam 
septentrionalem  non  paucos,  ne  unius  quidem  con- 
chylii occurrebat  umbra.  (Idem  ipse  observavi  in 
montibus  et  rupibus  Wallise.) 

Lithophfta  quod  attinet,  varias  species  carbonarise 
vicinae  ostendunt,  praesertim  eonim  quae  Folia  Mine- 
ralia appellantur.  Hsec  plenimque  vel  in  imo  putei 
strato,  (seu  Lithanthraci  proximo  incumbente)  vel 
saltem  in  penultimo,  aut  antepenultimo  delitescunt. 
Interdum  eadem  in  miner&  ferri  invenimus,nec  semel 
in  saxo  quodam  cinericeo  vulgatiori  apparuere.  Non 
aliud  sunt  ut  plurimum  quam  foliorum  quasi  plagulse, 
laevioribus  saxis  scissillibus  insculptee,  ali&s  quidem 
segrfe  visibiles,  aliks  satis  conspicuae.  At  nonnun- 
quam  ipsissima  folia  materia  fiexili  membranace& 
conflata  in  venire  contigit ;  unde  et  reliqua  ab  ipsis 
foliis    jamdudum   absumptis    aliquando    imprcssa 
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fuisse,  suspicio  est.  Foliorum  autem  alii  pronam 
faciem,  alii  aversam  ostendunt  lapides ;  at  notatu 
dignum  videbatur  quosdam  superficie  sua  pronam 
filicini  cujusdam  ramuli  faciem  exhibuisse^  qui 
tamen  quantumvis  fissi  plan^  aversam  toties  quoties 
ostendebant.  Inveniuntur  etiam  in  hisce  puteis, 
praeter  folia^  non  rar6  caulium,  et^  si  rect^  conjicio^ 
radicum  quarundam  fragmenta,  lignorum  frustula 
et  cortices :  im6  qusedam  hujusmodi  schemata, 
fiosculos;  alia,  semina  et  fructus  spurios  (lulos 
puta  Columos,  Alneos  et  Betuleos)  mentiri  dixeris. 
Integram  aliquam  plantam  mihi  ipsi  nunquam  in- 
venire  licuit;  a  fossore  tamen  fide  digno  {Thoma 
KirkmannoJ  accepi,  se,  viginti  hinc  annis  elapsis, 
in  integram  filicem  mineralem  incidisse.  Quoad 
species  nostratium  Lithophytorum,  iis  summ&  qu& 
potui  diligentia  cum  ipsis  plantis  quas  semulari 
videbantur  collatis,  stirpes  minerales  vegetabili- 
bus  minores  ut  plurimum  deprehendi;  neque  uUis 
quidem  per  omnia  respondere  comperi.  Verum  qui- 
dem  est,  e  capillaribus  esse  pleraque  nostratium 
^uteorumLithaphyta;  quamvis  et  non  pauca  aliorum 
generum  invenire  licuerit.  At,  quod  mirari  subit, 
tot  ferh  species  capillanum  mineralium  e  pauculis 
hisce  carbonariis  Bradfordiensibus  penes  me  habeo, 
quot  per  universam  Britannise  Insulam  hujus  gene- 
ris nascuntur  Vegetabilia.  Lithophytis  nostratibus 
Titulos  (cum,  ut  dixi,  per  omnia  non  respondeant) 
nondum  audemus  assignare.  *         *         # 

c3 
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In  toto  hoc  rudcre  nullum  Conchylium  aut  Con- 
chy Hi  vol  minimum  quidem  fragmentum,  quamvis 
ea  summoper^  investigarem,  invenire  licuit.  Atque 
haec  summa  est  eorum  quse  de  statu  Fossilium 
nostratium  hactenus  observare  potui :  ubi  plura 
occurrent  notatu  digna,  statim  audies. 

De  hisce  quss  octo  hinc  annis  circa  Bufonem 
medio  saxo  inclusum  ad  te  scripsi^  nihil  est  quod 
quis  dubitet.  Ipse  enim,  dum  saxum  frangeretur, 
adfui;  et  a  fossoribus  de  vivo  Bufone  inveuto 
statim  admonitus^  et  hunc  vidi  et  ejusdem  car- 
cerem^  in  medio  saxo,  nuUis  poris  nudis  oculis 
conspiciendis  permeabili.  Im6  (quod  optim^  me- 
mini)  pars  ea  qua  latuit  reliquo  saxo  durior  erat ; 
ex  eoque  genere  quod  nostrates  an  Iron -band 
vocant.  Relaxatum  animal  non  auram  ultra  tres 
horas  vivum  sustinuit.^  Nomen  loci  Moar-Clase, 
juxta  Capellam  Wibseianam  in  Parochia  Bradfor- 
diensi.  Verbm  non  uno  tantum  loco  apud  nos  visi 
sunt  hujusmodi  Bufones  saxigeni:  spectatissimse 
fidei  vir,  D.  Carolus  Hall,  Mercator  Eboracensis, 
testatur,  se  adstante,  confracto  quodam  saxo  majore 
solidissimo,  vivum  Bufonem  excidisse,  animalis  for- 
mam  latibulo  quod  ad  medituUium  erat  ad  amussim 
exprimente.  Hoc  autem  saxum  (cujus  diameter 
quatuor  circiter  pedes  coUigebat)  ad  pratum  quod- 
dam  Lewenthorpense  juxta  oppidum  Leeds  extra 
hominura   memoriam  in  tome  superficie  extabat. 

'    Vide  Plotii  Hist,  Siaff,  p.  247.  par,  40. 
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^ingleisD^  quae  sex  circitfer  hinc  distat  milliaribus, 
domo  quadam  ecclesise  vicina  extat  saxum^  quod 
jam  focarise  trabis  vicem  obit,  in  quo  viventium 
adhuc  memoria  inventus  quoque  est  Bufo ;  in 
cujus  rei  testimonium  sic  coUocabat  Architectus, 
ut  cella  in  qua  latuit  tuentibus  obversa  pateat. 
Hura  hujus  rei  testimonia  apud  nos  audire  possent 
qui  ei  fidem  denegant;  quamvis  (ut  quod  sentio 
dicam)  non  video  unde  fit  qu6d  Historia,  authoribus 
maxime  idoneis^  jamdudum  confirmata,  ulteriore 
probatione  uUatenus  carere  possit.  In  hisce  enim 
haerere,  plus  propriae  opinioni  quam  communi  ho- 
minum  sensui,  tribuere  est,  et  somnolenta  quaedam 
Philosophemata  prae  autopsia  et  demonstrations 
colere. 

P.  S.  Ex  quo  banc  scripsi,  novis  aliquot 
Schisti  Carbonariae  fragminibus  examinatis,quasdam 
figuras  quas  ad  Equiseta  referre  solebam,  aliasque 
quas  Fucorum  et  Algarum  credidi,  nihil  aliud 
comperio  quam  ramulos  eorum  quae  Squamata 
Schemata  appellare  soleo.  Utriim  ver6  et  Lycopo- 
dium  tuum  minerale,  et  quae  Carbonariis  Denensibus 
Cafs  Tail  dici  scribis,  hue  etiam  referri  possunt, 
ipse  cogita.  Cert^  meo  judicio  res  suspicione  non 
caret.  Scripsi  olim  suspicari  me  Araneorum  quo- 
rundam  icones,  uni  cum  LythophytiSy  in  Schisto 

*  Idem  loco  cit,  Johnst  de   Quadruped.  Lib.  iv.   Cap,  1.— 
VeruL  Hist  Nat  Cent  6.  Exp,  570. 
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Carbonaria  observasse:  hoc  jam  ulteriore  expe- 
rientia  edoctus  aperte  assero.  Alias  icones  habeo 
quae  ad  Scarabaeorum  genus  quam  proximo  acce- 
dunt.  In  posterum  ergo  non  tantum  Lithophyta, 
sed  et  qusedam  Insecta  in  hoc  lapide  investigare 
conabimur. 


LETTER  VIIL 

Dr.  Uvedale  to  Dr,  Ricliarckon. 

^  ^  February  !3tli,  1699-700- 

Dear  Sir, 

The  spring  beginning  to  invite  to  looke 
into  the  garden,  I  seldom  walke  there  but  I  find 
something  to  remember  me  of  you :  had  I  kept  all 
together,  I  should  have  had  lesse  occasion  to  trouble 
you  soe  often  as  I  doe ;  but  the  northern  plants  will 
not  be  kind  to  us  here.  However,  I  am  not  weary 
of  entertaining  them;  tho'  they  (like  the  negroes, 
who  dispatch  themselves,  fancjdng  they  shall  return 
into  their  own  country)  will  dye,  whether  we  will 
or  noe.  I  know  not  yett  what  are  left  me :  the 
weather  can  have  hurt  none,  I  am  sure,  this  winter. 
When  I  muster  them  up,  you  are  like  to  be  troubled 
with  a  dead  list.  The  occasion  of  sending  now  is 
to  know  if  you  have  any  commands  for  me  this 
spring.  You  will  be  sure  of  a  ready  complyance 
with  them:    our   common  friend.    Dr.  Sherard,^ 

^  It  appears  that,  during  the  time  that  had  elapsed  since 
Dr.  Uyodale^s  last  letter,  in  which  he  mentions  that  Sherard  was  at 
Rome,  that  gentleman  must  have  returned  to  England  and  gone  out 
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gave  me  his  company  for  two  or  three  days  last 
weeke.  I  hope  we  shall  keep  him  in  England  now. 
We  remembered  yoCi  in  a  glasse  of  wine ;  and  he 
told  me  he  designed  to  write  to  you.  He  brought 
me  some  seeds^  part  of  tender^  others  of  hardy 
plants.  I  suppose  he  has  communicated  to  you: 
if  not,  what  will  allow  a  moyety  shall  be  yours 
upon  advice.  Sir,  I  wish  you  all  health  and  happi- 
nesse,  and  that  you  will  continue  kindnesse  to. 

Your  affect,  humble  serv. 

ROB.  UVEDALE. 


LETTER  IX. 
Dr.  Leiffh^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

April  the  7th^  1700. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Since  my  return  home,  I  have  been  so 
hurryd  from  one  place  to  another  in  making  my 

again  ;  for  in  an  intermediate  letter,  dated  March  1 0th,  1697>^,  (see 
Nichoy  Literary  Illustrations,  in.  p.  823,)  he  tells  Dr.  Richardson, 
^  our  friend  Dr.  Sherard*s  stay  in  England  was  so  short,  he  could  allow 
me  but  one  visit  at  my  house,  where  I  enjoyed  his  company  a  day  or 
two  with  satis&ction ;  and  he  went  abroad  again  in  such  a  hurry, 
designing  as  soon  as  he  came  into  Holland  to  go  forward,  tliat  I  have 
not  yet  heard  of  him,  but  by  Monsieur  Commeline,  who  let  me  know 
he  was  then  well." 

'  This  is  the  only  letter  in  Dr.  Richardson*s  Correspondence 
from  Dr.  Charles  Leigh,  who  was  author  of  "  Phthisiologia  Lancas" 
triensis,  cui  accessit  tentamen  Phihsophicum  de  Mineralibus  Aquis 
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observations  since  the  publishing  of  my  proposals^ 
that  I  have  scarce  had  one  leisure  houre;  but 
have  now  nothing  to  doe  but  to  print;  and  in 
order  to  that,  in  a  fortnight's  time  will  be  for 
London,  and  employ  five  presses,  and  so  put  a 
speedy  period  to  that  matter.  I  have  not  observed 
stones  to  be  transmuted  to  a  different  substance, 
but  have  seen  petrifying  waters  from  the  Stalactites 
present  us  with  the  figures  of  plants,  men,  shells, 
and  animals.  In  what  I  can  be  serviceable,  you 
may  be  assured  that  I  shall  be  proud  of  communi- 
cating my  thoughts  to  you,  and  shall  ever  remaine 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  LEIGH. 

in  eodem  Comitatu  Observatis,  Land.  1694,  12mo,  the  best  part 
of  which  is  incorporated  into  his  Natural  History  of  Lancashire, 
Cheshire^  and  the  Peak  in  Derbyshire :  with  an  Account  of  the 
Phcmician^  Armenian^  Greeks  and  Roman  Antiquities  in  those  parts. 
Oxford^  1700.  folio.  In  this,  his  account  of  Lancashire  is  the 
fullest ;  what  he  says  of  Derbyshire  being  only  a  trite  and  trifling 
account  of  its  wonders.  Bishop  Nicolson  speaks  of  both  with  deserved 
contempt.  The  coins  described  in  Leigh*s  book  were  left  to  Mr.  Prescott 
of  Catharine  Hall,  with  the  torques^  which  is  very  fine,  by  an  unde  who 
lived  at  or  near  Chester,  and  died  there  about  1776."  Gough's  Brit, 
Topog.  u  494. 
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LETTER  X. 

Mr,  Sutherland^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Edikbuegh,  July  lltli,  1700. 

Worthy  Sir, 

I  hade  yours  of  June  28,  which  did 
give  me  ane  account  of  the  misfortun  of  your  box. 
I  was  truely  not  a  little  concerned,  that  I  hade 
heard  nothing  from  you  for  full  six  weekes  after  I 
hade  wrote  to  you  by  post,  fearing  ye  hade  been 
sick.  Fme  sorie  the  pl&nts  I  sent  did  come  in  so 
ill  condition ;  but  in  August  all  those  that  ye  desire 
shall  be  sent,  with  Pyrola  Almtes  flare ^  diXi&  some 
others  fliat  perhaps  ye  may  want.  I  give  you  here 
the  trouble  of  a  list  of  grasses  in  Ray^s  Synopsis 

'  Of  Mr.  Sutherland  I  have  Already  spoken  (p.  6)  as  author 
of  the  '*Hartus  Medicos  Edinburgensis  i*  and  I  have  heen  able  to 
collect  nothing  further  respecting  him,  except  that  he  had  the  care 
of  the  garden,  and  was,  I  believe,  Professor  of  Botany  there.  It  can 
scarcely  be  doubted  that  he  was  the  first  curator  of  that  establishment ; 
the  foundation  of  the  garden  having  taken  place  about  1680,  and  the 
date  of  this  catalogue  being  but  three  years  subsequently.  Nor  can  it 
be  questioned  that  he  performed  the  duties  of  his  calling  with  industry 
and  success ;  the  garden  being  said  to  have  contained  under  hb  care 
3000  species  of  plants,  disposed  according  to  Morison's  method. — Of 
the  many  letters  from  him  in  this  Correspondence  there  are  very  few 
that  deserve  to  be  extracted.  Judging  from  them,  he  seems  to  have 
been  no  less  intent  on  the  pursuit  of  coins  and  fossils  than  of  plants. 

^  Camus  Canadensis,  L.  Ray  (in  his  Synopsis,  p.  286)  says 
of  it,  "found  near  Gisbury,  in  Cleveland.  Mr.  Lawson.  (No  news  since 
of  this  plant.)** 
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Methodica,  which  I  have  not  yet  met  with  in  my 
simpUng,  the  ripe  seeds  or  sets  of  which  would  be 
most  acceptable ;  for  I  plant  in  our  physick  garden 
all  the  varieties  of  grasses,  and  whatever  other 
vegetable  will  admit  culture,  though  never  so  mean 
or  contemptible.  I  doubt  not  but  ye  cause  your 
gardener  gather  the  ripe  seeds  of  all  curious  plants 
that  grow  in  your  garden,  though  they  be  not 
annuall.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  a  share  of 
every  kinde ;  and,  if  ye  please,  shall  send  yow  a 
part  of  all  I  can  collect  here.  I  beheve  I  told  you 
that  I  hade  begun  a  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Cicojmeau,  Chancellour  of  the  Universitie  of  Mom- 
pelier,  and  Professor  of  Botany  there.  He  desires 
seeds  of  all  I  can  procure  here,  and  promises  me  a 
part  of  what  ever  growes  in  the  Garden  of  Mom- 
pelier  or  the  fields  thereabout,  as  also  what  else 
he  can  get  from  all  his  other  correspondents.  The 
plant  Mr.  Lhwyd  takes  for  Vaccinia  rubra  foliis 
myrtinis  crispis^  and  whereof  I  sent  yow  a  speci- 
men, grows  plentifidly  in  our  North  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  and  differs  much  in  fruit  from  Vaccinia 
rubra  buxeis  foliis  ;*  the  berries  of  that  specimen 
are  very  dry  and  without  sape:  those  of  the  ordinair 
box-leaved  are  tart  and  full  of  juice :  the  country 
people  eat  both  berries ;  calling  the  first  "  Gnas- 
hakin,"  and  the  other  ^'  Breylakin/'  I  have  friends 
in  the  Highlands  that  promise  to  send  me  both ; 

^  Arbutus  alpina,  L,  ^    Vaccinium  Vitis  Idaa,  L, 
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-and  when  they  come  to  my  hand  I  shall  send  yow 
sets  of  each.  We  have  yet  heard  nothing  of 
Mr.  Lhwyd  since  he  went  from  this,  I  render  yow 
most  hearty  thanks  for  your  promise  of  procnreing 
me  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Thoresby,  and  shall 
be  very  dilligent  in  collecting  for  him  what  coyns 
or  other  things  of  antiqnitie  may  be  got  in  this 
country.  I  have  doubles  of  many  Roman  Silver 
Denarii^  found  in  severall  places  in  Scotland;  a  good 
number  of  old  Scotch  coyns  in  gold^  silver,  and 
copper;  and  severall  silver  Saxon  and  EngUsh 
pieces.  Those  small  Roman  coyns  of  coarse  mixt 
mettal,  found  in  your  ground  some  ten  years  ago, 
which  ye  have  by  yow,  would  be  very  welcome  to 
me,  if  I  knew  what  to  send  you  in  requitall.  I 
want  several  of  the  emperairs  towards  the  end  of 
the  empire.  If  you  would  put  them  in  a  litle  box, 
which  seall  and  direct  for  me,  and  leave  them  with 
any  acquaintance  at  York,  of  whom  give  me  notice 
in  your  next,  I  shall  cause  any  acquaintance  that 
comes  for  Edinburgh  from  London  to  call  for  them ; 
but  ye  most  minde  to  wrap  every  single  piece  in  a 
small  bitt  of  paper,  and  pack  all  closse  in  the  box, 
that  they  may  not  justle  one  on  ane  other  and 
readiely  deface  the  cojm,  as  I  lately  found  to  my 
great  losse  in  a  parcell  sent  me  from  London  by  my 
most  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Charleton  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  to  whose  bounty  Fme  exceeding  obliged. 
Before  ye  send  any  plants^  give  me  timeous  adver- 
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tisement,  that  I  may  order  the  post-masters  of 
New  Castle  and  Berwick  to  take  care  of  them. 
I  wish  yow  all  health  and  prosperity,  and  acknow- 
ledge  myself, 

Worthy  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  ever  obliged  servant, 

JAS.  SUTHERLAND. 


LETTER  XI. 


liev.  T,  Peire '  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

(No  Date.) 

Dear  Sir, 

Amidst  my  many  misfortunes  of  this 
yeare,  I  met  with  none  more  afflicting  than  that 
of  missing  your  good  company  the  last  Saturday. 
But  the  so  singular  goodness  of  your  lady,  in 
shewing  me  your  gardens  and  other  endless  cu- 
riositys,  made  a  signall  amends  for  that  loss,  and 
has  lay*d  on  me  such  obligations,  I  can  no  more 
forget,  than  repay. 

'  "  A  Roman  Catholic  Priest  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Waterton, 
of  Walton  Hall."  Nichols. — There  are  in  the  Richardson  Correspond- 
ence a  great  many  letters  from  tliis  gentleman  ;  but  I  have  extracted 
only  this,  which  is  curious  as  showing  that  the  Pcusiflora  'cterulea, 
if  not  then  just  introduced  into  our  gardens,  was  certainly  very  rare. 
According  to  tlie  Sloanian  mss.  in  the  British  Museum,  (Nos.  52d  and 
9349,)  it  was  first  cultivated  by  the  Duchess  of  Beaufort,  in  1699. 
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Since  she  was  pleased  to  say,  that  she  never 
saw  a  Passion  Flower,  I  hope  this  (tho*  decaying) 
will  not  displease ;  and  if,  Sir,  you  desire  a  layer, 
you  may  most  freely  command  one,  at  the  season, 
and  at  all  times. 

Honoured  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PETRE. 


LETTER  XII. 

Dr,  Bichardsan  to  Mr.  Lhtcyd. 
(EXTRACT.) 
North  Bierlsy,  December  20th,  1700. 

*  *  *  told  me  he  met  two  Londoners 
at  Boulton  Coal-Pits,  which  is  about  three  miles 
from  hence:  when  I  heard  of  their  inquiries,  I 
suspected  they  might  be  some  of  Dr.  Woodward's 
agents,  but  never  heard  any  thing  of  them  after- 
wards. Perhaps  their  ill  success  discouraged  them 
from  making  any  further  inquiry  in  these  parts. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  those  gentlemen  have  been  so 
fortunate  in  their  searches  upon  Pendle  and  Ingle- 
borough,  as  to  find  several  sorts  of  Conchita  there. 
My  searches  upon  Pendle  have  not  been  so  exact 
as  upon  the  other;  but  I  should  be  obliged  to  those 
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gentlemen  that  would  shew  me  any  of  these  bodies 
upon  either.  Indeed,  within  three  or  four  miles 
of  Ingleborough,  viz.  in  the  way  from  thence  to 
Clapham,  I  have  met  with  Canchita  and  Entrochi 
in  the  lime-stone  rocks  frequently ;  but  upon  the 
hill  there  is  neither  flint,  chalk,  alum,  nor,  I  think, 
lime-stone :  however,  I  am  certain  upon  the  highest 
hill  there  is  none ;  for  the  stone  there  is  a  sand-stone, 
which  rises,  when  dug,  into  thin  strata  about  an  inch 
thick,  and  is  of  a  brown  colour,  and  is  only  made  use 
of  for  slates  to  cover  houses.  This  moimtain  is 
composed  of  three  hills,  one  upon  another.  If  I 
hear  any  further  of  these  Virtuosi's  discoveries,  I 
will  certainly  set  aside  one  day  more  for  a  review 
of  that  mountain ;  tho*  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be 
to  no  purpose. 


LETTER  XIII. 

X>r.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Ricliardson, 

Badhington,  near  Chippenham,  in  Gloucestershire, 

March  1st,  1701. 

Dear  Sir, 

Give  me  leave  after  a  long  silence, 
(occasioned  by  my  constant  rambling)  now  I  am 
set  down  in  England,  to  inquire  of  your  health, 
and  at  the  same  time  request  the  rene^all  of  your 
friendship,  which  I  shall  always  cultivate  to  the 
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best  of  my  power.  I  have  been  this  six  months 
here,  in  quality  of  compaynion  to  the  young  Duke 
of  Beaufort/  which  I  was  the  easelier  induced  to 
accept  of,  on  account  of  the  noble  gardens  her 
Grace,  my  Lady  Duchesse,  has ;  and  truly  in  a 
few  years  they  will  out -do  any  yet  in  Europe, 
being  fumish'd  with  all  conveniences  imaginable, 
and  a  good  stock  of  plants,  to  which  I  have  added 
above  fifteen  hundred,  and  shall  daily  procure  more 
from  my  correspondents  abroad ;  who,  in  lieu  of 
them,  demand  of  me  the  natives  of  England,  both 
seeds  and  specimens.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  find 
out  somebody  who  wou'd  assist  me  in  collecting, 
especially  the  northern  ones;  having  settled  a  cor- 
respondence for  the  Western  and  Welch,  by  Mr. 
Stevens  and  Mr.  Lhwyd.  I  don't  know  Mr.  Fitz- 
roberts,  nor  whether  any  thing  may  be  expected 
from  him,  or  if  you  know  of  any  other  that  will 
undertake  it.  I  shall  be  ready  to  satisfie  them 
with  money,  other  plants,  or  howsoever  they  shall 
propose.  If  you  can  find  out  any  such  person,  you'll 
oblige  me;  and  then  I'le  trouble  you  with  a  Cata- 
logue of  what  I  want ; .  and  of  those  shou'd  be  glad 
of  three  or  four  specimens  of  each  at  least.  Those 
on  the  other  side  are  what  I  want  towards  my  own 

'  Henry,  second  Duke  of  Beaufort,  who  was  born  1684,  and 
in  1699  succeeded  to  his  grand&ther*s  titles  and  estates.  He  died 
in  1714,  leaving  nothing  to  immortalize  his  own  name  or  that  of  his 
tutor,  who  can  have  staid  but  a  short  time  with  him  ;  as  it  appears  by 
his  letters  he  was  again  resident  in  London  in  February  of  the  following 
year.  o 
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collection,  which  is  now  the  biggest  in  Europe.*  I 
have  undertaken  to  adjust  the  names  of  the  mosses 
of  Mr,  Ray,  Mr.  Bobart  in  the  3rd  vol.^  and  those 
of  Dr.  Toumefort  in  his  History  of  the  Plants  about 
Paris/  he  having  sent  me  almost  all  his ;  and  I 
shall  have  the  rest,  after  sending  him  ours,  which 
I  hope  to  do  this  summer.  I  have  writ  to  all  that 
are  meationed  by  Mr.  Ray  and  Bobart,  that  I  may 
not  mistake  in  the  names,  and  do  make  the  same 
request  to  you,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  me 
what  you  have  contributed ;  and,  if  you  want  any 
others,  be  pleas'd  to  let  me  know,  and  you  shall  be 
f umish'd.  I  heard  lately  from  Mde.  Hermann :  she 
i;^Tites  she*s  going  to  live  at  Berlin :  whether  the 
new  King  buyes  her  collection  or  no,  I  know  not ; 
but  suppose  he  takes  it  and  gives  her  an  annuity. 
Excuse  this  trouble,  and  command  me  wherein  I 
am  capable  of  serving  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  humble  Serv', 

W.  SHERARD- 

^  The  list  here  alluded  to  is  omitted,  as  being  now  without  interest. 

^  The  third  volume  here  alluded  to  is  that  oi  MoriswCs  Historia 
Universalis  OxoniensiSf  which,  after  the  death  of  Morison,  who  waa 
killed  in  1683,  by  a  hurt  from  the  pole  of  a  coach,  while  crossing 
a  street  in  London,  was  edited  by  Jacob  Bobart,  who  had  succeeded 
him  in  the  care  of  the  Oxford  Garden,  and  most  probably  in  the 
Professorship  (see  Note  p.  10) ;  though,  according  to  the  Oxford  Co' 
Undar,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  chasm  of  near  forty  years,  between 
Morison's  death  and  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Edwin  Sandys,  in  1720. 

*  Histoire  des  Pkmtes  qui  naissent  anx  environs  de  Paris, 
1696  and  1725,  12mo. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

Dr.  RicltardHOH  to  Mr,  Lhwyd. 
(EXTRACT.) 

NoBTH  BiSELSY,  Juue  25th,  1701. 

*  *  *  Though  all  the  rocks  about  Settle  are 
lime-stone,  they  aflFord  nothing  I  could  meet  with 
save  Entrochi ;  tho'  probably  some  few  shells  may 
be  found  there.  The  country  about  Clapham,  (which 
is  at  the  foot  of  Ingleborough,)  is  all  lime-stone ; 
but  after  you  ascend  a  mile  or  something  more  from 
the  town,  the  stones  you  find  are  a  coarse  grit, 
containing  nothing  but  some  spar-like  pebbles. 
When  you  reach  the  top  of  the  first  hill,  there  is 
plenty  of  sand-stone,  which  is  made  much  use  of  for 
covering  houses.  In  this  quarry  I  spent  some  time, 
but  found  nothing  diflferent  from  the  stone.  On 
the  highest  peake  which  affords  all  the  variety  of 
plants,  on  the  east  side  the  rocks  are  all  of  the 
same  coarse  grit  with  those  on  the  middle ;  and  also 
on  the  north ;  but  upon  the  south-west  part  there 
are  some  few  lime-stone  rocks,  which  also  abound 
in  Entrochi;  and,  upon  diligent  search,  myself  and 
three  more  friends  found  two  Pectinesy  both  of  the 
same  sort — one  a  good  specimen.  I  perceive  by  my 
friend,  Mr.  Ralph  Thoresby  of  Leeds,  that  we  were 

d2 
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more  successful  than  Dr.  Woodward's  missionaries^ 
who  shewed  what  they  so  much  boasted  of  to  him. 
He  is  not  certain  whether  one  or  two  shells  were 
found  there ;  but  he  told  me  they  must  have  a 
stronger  fancy  than  he  had  to  make  shells  of  them. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  oppose  a  matter  of  truth 
for  dispute's  sake,  and  therefore  do  acknowledge 
myself  to  have  been  in  an  error ;  but  still  do  affirm 
that  the  fifth  part  of  the  hill  at  most  being  but 
lime-stone,  and  the  other  remaining  four  being  as 
full  of  rocks  as  the  other,  upon  my  diligent  search 
afforded  neither  Entrochi  nor  shells  of  any  kind. 
And  farther,  for  a  confirmation  that  shells  and  other 
marine  bodies  are  not  to  be  found  in  all  rocks, 
(which  the  Doctor  affirms,)  I  will  confidently  affirm, 
that,  tho'  our  country  abounds  in  stone,  yet  they 
afford  no  marine  bodies  within  three  or  four  miles 
compass  from  my  house ;  unless  the  great  quantities 
of  Conchites  leviter  ruffosus  compressior,  8fc.  in  coal- 
mines, iron-stone,  and  a  marble  quarry;  and  this  I 
will  make  good  to  the  Doctor  or  any  of  his  confede- 
rates, who  will  take  the  pains  to  come  hither. 
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LETTER  XV. 

Mr.  Vernon  ^  to  Dr.  Ricltardson. 

Peteahouse,  January  28tli,  1701-2. 

Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter;  and  I 
shall  endeavour  to  be  serviceable  to  you  in  all 
capacitys  Tm  able.  FU  send  in  the  spring  the 
roots  of  allmost  all  the  Orchises  you  want,  and  what 
other  you  mention  that  I  can  come  at.  Fve  been  in 
England  about  five  weeks,  and  was  forc't  to  leave 
at  Rhoan  ten  or  twelve  quires  of  EngUsh  (most) 
dry'd  plants,  and  some  few  boxes  of  shells  and 
fossils,  which  as  yet  are  not  come  into  England; 
but  hope  to  hear  of  them  ere  long,  and  send  you  a 
Catalogue  of  them  that  are  the  choicest,  to  supply 

^  I  am  not  aware  that  any  thing  more  is  now  known  of  Mr. 
Vernon  than  is  to  be  collected  from  the  Chraduati  Caniabrigienses, 
tliat  he  was  a  Fellow  of  Peterhouse  CoUige,  Cambridge,  where  he  took 
his  degree  of  a.b.  in  1688  and  of  a.  m.  in  1692,  and  that  he  supplied 
Mr.  Ray  with  many  plants  from  Maryland,  where  he  and  Mr.  Kreig 
made  a  voyage  for  the  sole  purpose  of  Botany.  His  name  does  not 
once  occur  in  that  vast  receptacle  of  the — nomina  gestaque  vironim 
obscurorum — the  Literary  Anecdotes.  At  the  same  time,  though 
unknown  to  us,  he  must  have  been  a  man  of  some  celebrity  in  liis 
time ;  for  Thoresby  particularly  enumerates  him  in  his  request  to 
Dr.  Richardson  for  the  autograph  letters  of  men  of  eminence.  His 
letters,  of  which  there  are  thirteen  in  tliis  Correspondence,  are  tliosc 
of  a  sensible,  gcntlemanly-mindcd  man,  who  was  fond  of  Natural  His- 
tor}',  and  lived  much  among  the  Naturalists  of  his  day. 
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you  with  what  you  want.  My  old  friend,  Dr.  Uvc- 
dale,  made  Mr.  Petiver  and  myself  a  little  present 
from  what  he  received  of  you ;  among  which 
I  saw  one  slate  broke  by  ns,  which  had  the  very 
Tricomanes,  the  Adiantum  Nig.  J.  B.  included  in 
its  middle,  which  is  sufficient  proof  that  they  owe 
the  origin  of  their  form  to  plants ;  but  your  finding 
the  seeds  does  more  than  ordinary  strengthen  the 
former.  Mr.  Ray  by  this  time  I  believe  is  con- 
vinced, that  what  he  writ  in  severall  of  his  works 
(tho'  he  never  was  furious  or  positive)  might,  if  to 
be  now  writ,  be  left  out  concerning  the  fossill  tribe : 
if  he  ever  supposed  them  to  be  what  they  really 
are,  impresses  from  the  $polia  of  animalls,  (for  I 
speak  in  generall)  shells,  or  vegetables,  inclos*d 
in  such  matrasses,  his  ingenuity  and  good  temper 
wou'd  never  oppose  for  dispute's  sake.  I  parted  with 
a  collection  of  English  and  other  coins  three  weeks 
agoe ;  but  the  next  I  meet  with  (not  desiring  that 
way  myself)  I'll  save  till  tliey  be  a  number  worth 
sending  you.  Fie  sAid  you  by  the  carrier  some 
insects,  with  an  account  of  the  ways  to  increase  and 
preserve  the  stock.  I  brought  over  from  America 
near  a  thousand,  very  fine  and  beautifuU;  but  they 
are  all  at  London.  I  must  be  mightily  oblig'd  to  you 
for  the  present  you  intend  me;  and,  if  you  please  to 
add  good  quantitys  of  the  fairest  Ophjfomorphites 
you  mentioned,  and  of  any  sort  whatsoever,  Astroites 
in  all  their  forms,  Ckonchites  musculosus,  Pectinites 
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umbrat.y  (fc.  they  wou'd  be  very  acceptable ;  and  at 
the  return  of  the  carrier  I  shall  endeavour  to  supply 
you  with  other  sorts,  which  shall  be  all  very  fair 
specimens.  The  greatest  man  in  this  way  in  the 
world  is  Mr.  Lhwyd,  to  whom  Fm  beholden ;  and, 
tho*  his  opinion  concerning  their  origin  Fm  not  of, 
I  can't  but  say  'tis  ingenious.  Dr.  Leigh's  History 
of  Lancashire  has  been  very  unfortunate  to  him 
and  the  buyers ;  it  being  very  inadvertently  done, 
to  put  out  a  book  without  committing  it  to  the  eye 
of  some  friend  or  other.  I  believe  we  shall  have  a 
like  History  of  Northamptonshire  by  one  Morton, 
a  clergyman  ;*  and  a  little  after  we  expect  Wood- 
ward's,^ who  I'm  positive  is  in  the  right  of  it  in 
the  main,  tho'  he's  made  use  of  none  of  his  own 
sense,  it  being  all  stoln  from  Steno  and  Augustino 
Scylla.*   There's  a  great  fray  betwixt  the  Virtuosi ; 

^  This  was  published  in  1712. 

'  The  work  here  alluded  to  was  probably  his  E$say  towards 
a  Natural  HUtwy  of  the  Earth  and  JTerrestial  Bodies^  especially 
Minerals^  with  an  Account  of  the  Universal  Deluge,  and  of  the 
Effects  that  it  had  upon  the  Earth,  London,  1702,  Svo. — It  is  very 
much  to  be  lamented  that  the  merits  of  so  veiy  able  and  eminent  a 
mind  should  have  been  obscured  by  temper,  to  the  degfbe  that  they 
appear  to  have  been,  from  many  passages  in  this  correspondence.  The 
diarge  of  plagiarism  here  prospectively  brought  against  him  by  Mr. 
Vernon,  was  afterwards  frequently  repeated. 

^  Steno,  a  Danish  philosopher,  was  the  author  of  a  treatise 
De  solido  intra  solidum  naturaliter  contento,  and  Agostino  Scilla,  a 
painter  at  Naples,  of  anotlicr  Circa  i  corpi  marini,  chc  petrificati  ai 
trovano  in  varj  luoghi  terrestri. 
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but  Woodward's  pride  and  malice  makes  him  put 
himself  in  a  posture  of  defyance.  Pray,  Sir,  put 
every  thing  up  in  papers,  very  close  pack'd ;  for 
otherwise  they'l  be  apt  to  injure  one  another.  I 
shall  have  time  enough  before  'tis  time  to  remove 
plants,  to  make  you  a  request  for  some  roots,  and 
let  you  know  what  otliers  I  have  to  make  you  a 
return  in. 

Your  very  humble  servant  to  command, 

WILLIAM  VERNON. 


LEITER  XVI.» 

Dt\  Richardson  to  Mr.  TTioresby,^ 

North  Bier  let,  Monday  Niglit, 
May  11th,  1702. 

Sir, 

I  tliink  myself  obliged,  upon  my  safe 
return  into  Yorkshire^  to  give  you  thanks  for  your 
recommendatory  letters   to   Dr.   Sloane   and   Dr. 

*  This  letter,  of  which  Dr.  Richardson  has  preserved  no 
copy,  is,  together  with  that  of  September  12th,  1715,  here  given  from 
Thoresby's  Correspondence:  they  are  the  only  two  of  Dr.  Ridiardson's 
I^etters  that  are  printed  in  that  work ;  but  whether  from  the  circum- 
stance of  Thoresby*s  having  preserved  no  others,  or  because  no  others 
were  thought  worthy  of  publication,  I  am  ignorant. 

^  Of  Mr.  Thoresby,  the  celebrated  antiquary,  a  very  full  and 
interesting  (for  how  can  it  be  otherwise  when  proceeding  from  such  a 
pen  V)  account  will  be  found  prefixed  to  the  second  edition  of  his 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  41 

Woodward,  the  latter  of  which  received  me  very 
civilly^  and  showed  me  the  noblest  collection  of 
fossils  of  all  sorts  that  I  ever  saw,^  and  with  very 
little  reflection  upon  any  person ;  tho*  I  am  told  his 

Ducatus  Leodensis,  written  by  the  editor,  Rev.  Dr.  Whitaker.  In 
this,  while  enumerating  Thoresby's  correspondents,  Nicolson,  Gibson, 
Strype,  Sir  A.  Fountaine,  Ray,  Hickes,  Evelyn,  &c.  he  pays  the 
highest  compliment  to  Dr.  Richardson,  with  whom  he  says  he  lived 
in  particular  intimacy,  Thoresby,  who  resided  at  Leeds,  altogether 
devoted  to  his  favorite  pursuits,  was  bom  in  1658,  and  died  in  1725. 
The  leading  points  of  his  character  are  thus  summed  up  by  his 
Biographer: — **  When  the  circumstances  of  his  fortune  and  the  time  in 
which  he  lived  are  taken  into  account,  Thoresby  must  be  considered  as 
a  very  extraordinary  man.  With  respect  to  the  application  of  his 
understanding,  except  to  the  higher  purposes  of  religion,  he  seems  to 
have  had  but  one  propensity,  the  love  of  antiquity,  which  dawned  in 
his  earliest  youth,  expired  not  but  with  his  fiiculties.  So  various  were 
his  attainments,  that  he  must  have  been  an  habitual  student.  His 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  though  not  inconsider- 
able, partook  of  the  nature  of  his  original  breeding,  and  was  scarcely 
that  of  a  man,  who  had  been  educated  as  a  r^;ular  scholar.  He 
understood  the  Saxon  dialect  thoroughly,  and  was  generally  happy  in 
his  Etymologies  of  foreign  names.  He  was  competently  skilled  in 
Heraldty ;  and  of  the  various  branches  of  Natural  History,  he  knew 
quite  enough  to  arrange  his  subjects  according  to  the  classification  of 
the  age.  His  accuracy  and  piety  united  rendered  him  a  fiiithful  and 
edifying  Biographer ;  but,  almost  at  the  outset  of  this  his  lasl  pursuit, 
age  and  sickness  overtook  him." 

^  This  collection,  as  fiir  as  the  most  important  portion,  the 
fossils,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  to 
which  it  was  bequeathed  by  Dr.  Woodward.  The  remainder  was 
dispersed  by  auction  in  the  year  1728,  at  which  time  an  admirable 
synopsis  of  its  contents,  a  volume  now  of  rare  occurrence,  was  pub- 
lished under  the  title  of  Museum  Woodwardianum,  The  Pre&ce  to 
this  contains  some  interesting  notices  of  its  late  possessor.     Thoresby 
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temper  is  quite  otherwise.  I  hear  nothing  of  his 
great  work,  tho'  I  perceive  he  goes  on  with  it  at 
leisure  times.  It  is  pity  so  ingenious  a  person 
should  not  have  more  friends.  Dr.  Sloane  is  the  very 
epitome  of  courtesy ;  and,  tho*  he  had  several  per- 
sons of  worth  to  wait  upon,  yet  deferred  his  visits 
till  he  had  shewn  me  his  Jamaica  collection,  which 
is  very  fine  and  well  prepared.  Mr.  Charleton*s 
collections,  which  Dr.  Sloane  now  has,  lie  all  in 
confusion  as  yet,  and  will  require  some  time  to 
put  them  into  order.  His  History  of  Jamaica  will 
be  shortly  out ;  all  the  plates  being  now  engraven, 
and  some  few  specimens  printed  off.  I  saw  Mr. 
Stonestreet*s  collection  of  shells,  which  is  very 
large  and  valuable :  he  gives  you  his  service,  and 
wished  me  to  remind  you  of  a  coin  of  Severus  you 
promised  him.  My  friend,  Mr.  Lhwyd,  was  in 
Glocestershire ;  but  I  had  a  commission  at  large 
from  him  to  take  what  fossils  of  his  from  the  Mu- 
seum I  wanted ;  but  he  not  being  there,  I  carried 
very  few  from  thence.    I  had  a  letter  yesterday 

visited  the  collection  during  his  stay  in  London  in  1701  ;  and  he  has 
preserved  in  his  Diary ,  i.  p,  340,  the  following  memorandum  respectuig 
it.  **  I  was  invited  by  many  persons  to  see  their  Museums,  of  which 
Dr.  Woodward's  was  most  curious  in  natural  curiosities  of  fossils,  gems, 
minerals,  ores,  shells,  stones,  &c  of  which  he  made  me  a  noble  present, 
since  inserted  in  tlie  printed  Catalogue.  He  has  also^  besides  a  good 
libmiy,  a  curious  collection  of  Roman  antiquities,  not  only  of  urns, 
but  of  gems,  signets,  rings,  keys,  stylus  scriptorius,  res  turpiculK,  ivofy 
pins,  brass  fibuhe,"  &c. 
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from  Mr.  Sutherland:  he  gives  you  his  service. 
I  have  laid  wait  for  a  convenience  to  send  to  him 
some  plants,  &c.  I  expect  to  hear  from  some 
person  daily  that  goes  for  Edinburgh.  I  have  now 
some  company  with  me,  and  must  defer  giving 
you  a  further  account  till  I  have  the  happiness  to 
see  you  at  Leeds,  which  I  must  not  think  of  till  I 
have  more  leisure.    In  the  mean  time, 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RICHARDSON. 


LETTER  XVII. 

iSfiV  Hans  Sloane '  to  Dr.  Ricltardson. 

London,  May  16tli,  1702. 

Sir, 

I  give  you  very  many  thanks  for  your 

kind  visit  and  conversation  when  you  were  here. 

^  The  letter  here  printed  is  the  fint  of  those  fipom  Sir  Hans* 
Sloane  to  Dr.  Richardson,  and  has  been  selected,  not  on  that  account 
alone,  but  as  recording  the  commencement  of  their  acquaintance.— 
Residing  at  a  distance  firom  each  otlier,  the  one  in  London,  the  other 
in  Yorkshire,  their  opportunities  of  meeting  were  few;  but  their 
intercourse  was  continued  by  correspondence  with  very  little  interrup- 
tion till  the  year  1740,  within  twdve  months  of  Dr.  RichardsonV 
decease.  In  the  present  instance,  contrary  to  wliat  occurred  in  tlic 
case  of  Dr.  William  Sherard,  each  party  carefully  preser\'cd  the  lettcr» 
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I  hope  to  be  so  happy  as  to  have  more  of  it  some 
time  or  other,  and  in  the  mean  time  take  liberty, 

of  the  other.     Of  Sherard's  indeed,  Dr.  Ricliardson,  as  I  liave  already 
mentioned,  had  kept  no  fewer  than  seventy-five  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Correspondence  of  the  Consul,  now  in  the  Library  of  tlie 
Royal   Society,    retains  but  two   from   Richardson. — From   Sloane 
there  are  fifty-one  in  the  Richardson  Correspondence ;  and  in  the 
Sloanian  no  fewer  than  sixty-eight  from  his  brother  physician.     The 
whole  of  the  former  are  published  in  Nichoh^  Literary  Hiustrations, 
I.  p.  269-289  ;  while  of  the  latter,  not  one  has  yet  appeared  in  print. 
Nor,  to  speak  candidly,  do  many  of  them  deserve  to  be  thus  im- 
mortalized ;  for  by  fiir  the  greater  number  are  either  filled  with 
descriptions  of  the  natural  objects  which  accompanied  them,  and  are 
consequently  without  interest  except  to  the  individual  to  whom  they 
are  addressed ;   or  else  they  relate  to  the  bodily  sufferings  of  his 
patients,  on  which  subject  Dr.  Richardson  appears  to  have  been  mucli 
in  the  habit  of  consulting  tlie  Baronet.     He  has  himself,  with  better 
taste  and  feeling,  preserved  none  of  the  answers  to  such  enquiries. — 
To  use  the  words  of  Noble,  **  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  one  of  the  greatest 
ornaments  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was  a  Scotchman  by  descent, 
by  birth  an  Irishman,  and  by  education  and  residence  an  Englishman : 
in  short,  every  nation  might  claim  him  as  a  general  benefiictor  to 
science.*     He  was  bom  April  16th,  1660,  and  seems  from  his  very 
earliest  years  to  have  shewn  marks  of  tliat  attachment  to  natural 
science  which  was  his  concomitant,  his  delight,  and  his  honor  through 
life.     While  still  young  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Boyle  and  Ray, 
and  in  company  with  Tancred  Robinson  travelled  in  France,  and 
attended  the  botanical  lectures  of  Toumefort.   In  1684,  he  was  elected 
into  the  Royal  Society,  and  in  the  spring  of  1687  entered  the  College 
of  Physicians.     In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  embarked  for 
Jamaica,  as  Physician  to  tlie  Duke  of  Albemarle,  whose  death  shortly 
after  their  arrival  occasioned  his  return,  after  a  residence  in  the  island 
of  not  more  than  fifteen  montlis.    He  then  fixed  himself  as  a  Physician 
in  London,  with  the  most  briUiant  prospects,  married  in  IG 95,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Alderman  Langley,  and  the  following  year  published  die 
Prodromus  to  his  History  of  Jamaica  Plants,  having  already  been 
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on  your  leave,  to  write  to  you.*  I  thank  you  for  the 
designs  yt)u  left  for  me  with  Mr.  Buddie:^  I  shewed 
them  to  the  Royall  Society,  who  were  extreamly 
pleased  with  them,  and  very  much  admired  the 
varieties  in  them.   I  told  them  whence  I  had  them, 

appointed  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society.    In  1719,  he  was  elected 

to  the  high  office  of  President  of  the  Collie  of  Physicians ;  and,  in 

1727,  to  the  still  higlier  of  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  whose 

chair  he  had  the  singular  honor  of  succeeding  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton. — 

As  a  physician,  he  could  boast  the  rare  privUege  of  attending  three 

British  Monarchs,  Queen  Anne  and  her  two  immediate  successors : 

by  King  George  I.  he  was  created  a  Baronet ;  and  by  the  Queen  of 

George  II.  he  was  likewise  consulted,  and  prescribed  for  the  Royal 

Family  till  his  death.     As  an  author,  he  is  principally  known  to 

posterity  by  his  Bisiory  of  Jamaica  ;  as  a  botanist,  by  the  foundation 

of  the  Chelsea  Garden ;  as  a  medical  man,  by  the  introduction  of  the 

Peruvian  Bark ;  as  a  collector,  by  the  British  Museum,  which  owed 

its  origin  to  his  collections,  and  in  which  an  inscription  mig^t  justly 

be  placed  in  reference  to  Sloane,  as  in  St.  Paul's  in  reference  to  our 

great  English  Architect,** 

"  Si  monnmentam  qcuerb,  otroumBpice/' 

He  died  January  1 1th,  1751,  at  the  age  of  90. 

^  It  was  not  to  Dr.  Richardson  alone  that  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
expressed  the  satis&ction  he  derived  from  having  made  his  acquaint- 
ance. In  a  letter  to  Tlioresby,  written  the  very  same  day  as  this,  he 
says,  *<  I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  opportunity  you  gave  me  of  being 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Richardson.  I  had  heard,  ere  I  received  your 
letter,  of  his  arrival,  and  made  interest  with  his  friends  to  be  made 
known  to  him,  and  found  him  answer  the  great  cliaracter  he  has ;— 
extremely  knowing,  candid,  and  obliging.**  Thoresbifs  Correspondence, 
I.  p.  414. 

^  Rev.  Adam  Buddie,  of  Catherine  Hall,  Cambridge,  b.  a.  1681 ; 
M.A.  1685  ;  Reader  of  Gray*s  Inn.  He  was  an  eminent  Botanist,  and 
had  then  recently  had  a  living  given  him  by  Lord  Keeper  Wright. 
Nichols, 
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and  that  I  was  in  hopes  I  should  some  time  or 
other  shew  them  some  of  the  originals.  They  hold 
themselves  obliged  to  you  for  the  pains  you  have 
taken  in  promoting  naturall  learning;  and  I  am 
sure  would  do  any  thing  they  can  to  serve  you. 
Mr.  Kirke  was  present  when  I  shewed  your  papers ; 
and  by  his  favour  I  know  how  to  direct  this.  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  communicate  any  thing  from 
hence  to  you  may  be  acceptable^  or  in  short  to  do 
any  thing  may  be  for  your  service. 

I  am  without  complem^ 
Your  most  obed*  and  most  humble  Serv^, 

HANS  SLOANE. 


LETTER  XVIII. 
Mr.  Thoresby  to  Dr.  Ricltardsan. 

LsEDB,  May  19th,  1702. 

Honoured  Sir^ 

On  Tuesday  Mr.  Richardson  was  so 
kind  as  to  leave  your  letter  at  my  house.  I  was 
so  unhappy  as  to  be  then  abroad^  and  afterwards 
missed  of  him^  though  I  was  no  less  than  four  times 
that  afternoon  at  his  inn.  I  thank  you  for  your  very 
kind  letter,  and  am  heartily  glad  you  are  safe  re- 
turned.    This  morning  I  had  a  letter  from  Dr. 
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Woodward,*  who,  I  perceive,  is  in  a  fret,  because, 
not  without  difficulty,  he  had  the  perusal  of  the 
drawings  of  your  coal  plants  for  about  three  hours, 
because  you  was  going  out  of  town  that  afternoon ; 
yet,  the  Wednesday  after^  Dr.  Sloane  produced 
them  at  the  meeting  of  the  society,  and  said  you 
had  given  them  to  hun,  and  would  also  send  him 
the  things  themselves.  Mr.  Nicolson  writ  me,  he  was 
to  be  peppered  at,  as  well  as  somebody  else,  upon 
whom  I  dread  the  storm  will  fall  more  heavy,  be- 
cause the  Bishoprick  of  Carlisle^  will  possibly  screen 
your  fellow-sufferer ;  but  this  only  to  yourself.  The 
Doctor,  you  know,  is  an  ingenious  person  ;  though 
he  can  by  no  means  bear  any  one*s  respects  to  the 
most  obliging  Dr.  Sloane,  who,  I  am  glad  to  hear, 
has  Mr.  Charleton's^  Collections.  I  heard  lately 
from  Mr.  Sutherland,  who  is  recovered ;  but  I  fear 

'  See  Thoresbifs  Correspondence^  i.  p.  410.  In  this  letter 
Woodward  abo  complained  that  Dr.  Richardson's  rbit  to  him  was  very 
short ;  and  he  adds,  **  I  just  mentioned  to  him  those  passages  relating 
to  me  in  his  letter  published  by  Mr.  Lhwyd.  He  offered  me  no 
satisfiictaon  for  the  injury  he  had  done  me  and  the  world  then ;  so  that 
I  must  do  mysdf  right.^ 

'  He  was  made  Bishop  of  Carlisle  this  very  year« — See  NoU^  p.  6. 

^  Of  Mr.  Charleton,  who  has  been  previously  mentioned, 
pp«  29  and  41,  I  have  been  able  to  pick  up  no  further  information 
than  is  to  be  found  in  Thoresb^s  JHary  and  Correspondence.  In 
the  latter  of  these,  nothing  more  is  said  of  him  than  is  contained  in 
the  short  sentence  above :  in  the  former,  he  is  twice  mentioned ; 
first,  on  the  24th  January,  1605,  where  Thoresby  says,  **  I  walked  to 
Mr.  Chorleton's  chambers  at  the  Temple,  who  very  courteously 
shewed  me  his  Museum,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  most  noble  collection 
of  natuial  and  artificial  curiosities,  of  ancient  and  modem  coins  and 
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Dr.  Kaye,  of  Newcastle,  is  dead.  I  fear  Mr.  Lhwyd 
took  not  kindly  my  letter  of  the  supposed  British 
coin,  because  I  have  never  heard  from  him.  I  long 
for  the  happiness  of  enjojring  a  little  of  your  con- 
versation :  writing  cannot  dispatch  what  a  London 
journey  affords ;  but  must  wait  the  leisure. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

RALPH  THORESBY. 


LETTER  XIX. 

Mr,  Petiver^  to  Dr,  Ricluird^on. 

June,  1702. 

.  Honored  and  Worthy  Sir, 

I  receiv'd  yours  about  the  middle  of 
this  month ;  and  your  inclosed  Catalogue  of  the 
Leyden  Plants  was  highly  acceptable  to  me,  be- 

medals,  that  any  private  person  in  the  world  enjoys:  it  is  said  to 
have  cost  him  £7000  or  £8000  sterling:  there  is,  I  think,  the  greatest 
variety  of  insects  and  animals,  corals,  shells,  and  petri&ctions,  &c. 
that  ever  I  beheld ;  but  I  spent  the  greatest  part  of  my  time  among 
the  coins ;  for,  though  the  British  and  Saxon  be  not  veiy  extraordinary, 
yet  his  silver  series  of  the  Emperors  and  Consuls  is  very  noble.  He 
has  also  a  costly  collection  of  medals,  of  eminent  persons  in  Church 
and  State,  domestic  and  foreign  reformers."— A^sin,  just  twenty  years 
subsequently,  when  Thoresby  was  in  London,  in  August,  1714,  he  has 
the  following  entry  in  his  Journal  on  the  8th  of  that  month :  **  Wrote 
Mr.  Courton*s  epitaph,  (commonly  called  Mr.  Charieton,)  of  the 
Temple,  where  he  had  a  noble  collection  of  curiosities,  which  he 
shewed  me  :  *ast  morti  hac  non  sunt  cura*^ 

1  Of  Mr.  Petivcr  and  his  publications,  a  long  account  is  given 
in  the  Sketches  of  Botany^  ii.  p.  31-48,  by  Dr.  Pulteney,  who  stiU 
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cause  I  find  in  it  a  great  number  that  I  was  dubious 
of,  many  of  which  the  sight  of  will  presently  set 
me  to  rights  in ;  and  I  question  not  but  I  have 
allready  severall  of  them  by  me,  which  I  have 
yearly  gathered  att  Hampton  Court,  Fulham,  &c.: 
nevertheless,  not  having  seen  them  from  Holland 
under  their  undoubted  names  by  Dr.  Hermann's 
authority,  we  dare  not  be  possitive  in  severall  of 
them ;  especially  since  his  death^  has  deprived  us 
of  expecting  them  from  him. 

I  have  annexed  a  Catalogue  of  such  as  I  am 
possitive  off,  which  indeed  are  but  a  few,  tho*  there 
may  be  many  more  that  I  need  not  scruple ;  yet, 
since  the  sight  of  them  from  his  authority  will  so 
easily  remove  these  doubts,  I  hope  you'll  give  me 
that  opportunity,  and  pardon  my  scrupulosity;  since 
it's  only  my  aime  to  doe  each  man  justice  in  pre- 

complains  that  there  is  "too  little  intelligence  remaining  of  him." 
According  to  this  account,  he  lived  in  London,  in  Aldersgate-Street, 
where  he  practiced  as  an  apothecary,  and  was  considerably  employed 
in  his  profession.  His  attachment  to  Natural  History  appears  to  have 
begun  at  an  early  age ;  and,  excepting  Mr.  Courton  and  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  he  is  said  to  have  been  the  only  one  of  his  time,  after  the 
Tradescants,  who  made  any  considerable  collections  in  that  depart- 
ment. So  large  indeed  were  these  collections,  that  Sloane,  into  whose 
hands  tliey  ultimately  fell,  is  known  to  have  offered  him  £4000  for 
tliem  some  time  before  his  death.  Petiver  was  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  was  among  the  correspondents  of  Ray,  who  on  many 
occasions  acknowledges  his  obligations  to  him.  His  works  were  very 
numerous.  He  died  in  1718.  There  are  in  the  Richardson  Corres- 
pondence no  more  ttian  live  letters  preserved  from  him. 

^  He  had  been  now  dead  seven  years : — see  Note  p.  4. 

E 
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serving  his  title  to  his  own  discoveries;  and^  by 
doing  that»  I  prevent  multiplying  species,  which 
has  always  been  my  greatest  care. 

I  have  this  morning,  by  John  Hall,  the  York- 
shire carryer,  sent  you  my  three  first  Centurysy 
which  I  remember  in  some  of  your  former  letters 
you  hinted  to  me  you  wanted:  to  them  I  have 
added  the  first  Decade  of  my  Gazaphylacium  Na- 
tune  et  Artis^  which  I  finished  but  yesterday ;  so 
that  you  have  the  first  I  have  yet  parted  with. — I 
desire  your  free  thoughts  of  it ;  and  let  me  know 
my  errors,  that  I  may  mend  or  avoyd  them  in  my 
next ;  for  I  intend  to  proceed  as  I  shall  meet  with 
encouragement ;  since  I  have  many  things  by  me, 
and  daily  receive  more,  which  have  never  been 
figured  in  any  author. — I  have  engraved  four  or  five 
more  plates,  in  which  are  many  new  and  strange 
things,  and  hope  to  finish  my  2^  Decade  by  Xmas. 
I  should  be  glad  to  sprinkle  some  form'd  stones 
and  other  fossils  in  my  future  tables,  altho*  I  should 

incur  the  good-natur*d  Dr.  W d*s  displeasure, 

who,  I  hear,  suddenly  designes  to  proclaim  war, 
and  damn  all  such  as  have  medled  with  his  pro- 
vince.* However,  tho*  as  yet  a  novice  in  the 
knowledge  of  them,  yet  I  will  venture  to  figure 

'  Of  this  work  were  published  five  Decades,  between  the 
years  1702  and  1709  :  they  were  in  8vo.  with  a  separate  Catalogue  of 
theit  contents  in  folio.  The  fifty  plates  contain  figures  of  six  hundred 
and  ten  plants  or  animals,  drawn  after  dried  specimens.  A  second 
volume  followed  in  1711. 

^  See  Note  to  Mr.  Vernon's  Letter,  p.  39. 
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some,  if  you  and  my  other  kind  friends  will  assist 
and  help  me  to  them. 

I  thank  you  for  your  insects ;  and,  tho'  they 
were  but  five  or  six,  yet  two  or  three  of  them  were 
very  rare.  I  have  sent  you  four  tables  of  foreign 
Butterflies,  severall  of  which  for  largeness  and 
beauty  are  of  the  first  rank,  and  therefore  I  hope 
will  be  acceptable  to  you.  I  dare  not  say  so  of  the 
two  tables  of  English  ones ;  (tho'  some  of  them  are 
scarce  about  London,  viz.  Mus.  nostr.  301,*  303,^ 
326.')  My  chiefe  designe  in  sending  them  was  to 
shew  you  what  we  have  about  us,  with  references 
to  my  Museum. — I  expect  an  addition  from  you 
next  summer,  and  hope  you'll  begin  your  collection 
and  observations  of  them  early  in  the  spring:  I 
doubt  not  but  you  have  some  with  you  that  we 
have  not  yet  seen.  My  next  Decade  will  have  the 
figures  of  at  least  halfe  a  dozen  EngUsh  Butterflies, 
not  yet  mentioned  in  my  Cefituries:  the  11*^  in  my 
2^  table  is  a  small  brown  one,  wholly  green  under- 
neath :®  it's  very  rare  about  us. 

I  know  not  whether  you  will  like  my  method 
in  sending  the  Butterflies  in  quarto  tables ;  but  I 
chose  that  size,  that,  if  you  were  minded,  or  thought 
any  of  them  worth  putting  into  frames,  with  glasses 
over  them,  which  you  may  cheap  and  easily  procure 

^  Papilio  CratiBgi. 
•  Papilio  Sinapis,  figured  in  Petiver's  PapiL  Brit,  t.  i.  f.  23, 24. 
^  Papilio  Cardui.  ^  Papilio  Rubi, 
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in  the  country,  they  will  keep  many  years ;  and,  if 
at  any  time  you  find  lice  or  worms  in  them^  you 
may  easily  take  out  the  glass  and  clean  them. 

My  next  collection  for  you  shall  be  shells  and 
plants ;  of  either  of  which^  if  there  be  any  you 
particularly  desire,  which  are  in  my  Centuries, 
GazaphjfL  or  Philosaphicall  TransactionSy  I  will  en- 
deavour to  send  them,  if  you'll  please  to  mention 
them. 

I  have  a  great  itching  after  the  knowledge  of 
fossils,  and  must  therefore  beg  of  you  to  send  me 
some,  tho'  never  so  few,  as  soon  as  you  can,  with 
your  remarks  on  them,  where  they  are  found,  &c. 
Dr.  Sloane  shewed  me  the  designs  you  gave  him : 
what  you  can  spare  of  them  will  be  very  acceptable, 
there  being  severall  among  them  very  curious.  I 
find  Dr.  Sloane  has  a  mind  they  should  be  figured ; 
and  I  doubt  not  but  he  would  gladly  let  me  sprin- 
kle them  in  my  tables,  if  you  would  be  pleased  to 
give  him  leave;  and  I  should  esteem  them  noe 
small  ornament  to  my  2^  Decade.  I  shall  conclude, 
fearing  I  have  tired  you  with  my  long  scribble. 
At  your  leisure  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  that  you 
have  received  what  I  sent  you  safe,  which  is  hoped 

by, 

Worthy  Sir, 
Your  much  obliged  and  very  affectionate  friend, 

JAMES  PETIVER. 
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LETTER  XX. 
Dr,  Richardsofi  to  Sir  Hans  Shane. 

June  8th,  1702. 

Worthy  Sir, 

I  was  from  home  when  yours  came 
hither,  where  I  was  obliged  to  stay  two  or  three 
days,  so  mist  the  opportunity  of  giving  answer  to 
yours  by  the  first  post.  The  day  I  went  from  home 
I  put  up  for  you  a  box  of  coale  plants  with  some 
other  fossils,  and  delivered  them  to  John  Atkison, 
the  Bradford  carier,  who  mns  at  the  White-Horse, 
in  Cripplegate  :  he  wil  be  in  London  on  Wednesday 
night  next.  You  wil  finde  amongst  the  impressions 
upon  coale-slate  some  specimens  I  never  had  du- 
plicates of,  exactly  answering  the  designs  I  left  for 
you  with  Mr.  Buddie ;  as  the  Hairy  Eruca,  the 
head  of  a  Carduus  or  Jacea,  the  flower  resembling 
some  of  Breynius*  Chrysanthemum  Aizoides,^  but  a 
little  broken,  and  severall  others.  The  small  col- 
lection I  have  of  naturall  curiositys  is  at  present  in 
very  great  confusion,  occasioned  by  removing  them 
from  the  place  where  they  were  formerly  placed ; 

'  Under  this  term,  Breynius,  in  his  first  Century ^  included  the 
various  species  of  the  genus,  Mesemhryanthemum^  for  the  introduction 
of  which  our  European  gardens  were  indebted  to  Hermann,  but  a  few 
years  before  the  date  of  this  letter. 

Ed 
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])ut,  if  these  already  sent  come  to  you  unprejudiced, 
I  shall  at  an  other  time  run  over  the  rest,  and  send 
such  as  I  thinke  wil  be  pleasing  to  you.  I  was  with 
Mr.  Thoresby  yesterday  :  he  gives  you  his  service, 
and  show*d  me  a  letter  from  Dr.  Woodward,  where- 
in he  highly  resents  the  prejudice  I  have  done  him, 
by  giving  you  the  designes  of  some  fossils  I  have 
met  with  here ;  which  you  was  after  pleased  to 
showe  to  your  society.  At  the  Doctor's  request,  I 
left  them  with  him  for  severall  houres,  which  was 
long  enough  to  make  his  observations  upon  them. 
I  am  sory  I  should  give  any  just  occasion  of  dis- 
pleasure, either  to  him  or  any  other  ingenious 
person ;  but  I  thinke  *tis  noe  injury  to  him  to  dis- 
pose of  my  own  as  I  thinke  convenient.  He  very 
civilly  show'd  me  his  collection,  (which  is  very 
fine;)  but,  at  the  same  time,  could  not  forbeare 
reflecting  upon  severall  of  my  friends  which  I  have 
a  great  esteeme  for:  he  told  me  openly  I  was 
mistaken  in  the  remarkes  I  communicated  to  Mr. 
Lhwyd,  and  that  shells  he  had  plenty,  found  upon 
Ingleborough.  I  desired  Mr.  Thoresby  long  ago* 
to  acquaint  him  that,  in  one  part  of  the  hill,  where 
there  is  lime-stone,  I  had  since  my  former  observa- 
tions found  shells  and  Entrochi ;  but  the  greatest 
part  of  the  top  of  the  hill  consists  of  a  coarse 

^  The  communication  here  referred  to  appears  to  be  lost ;  but 
in  another  Letter,  dated  the  month  subsequent  to  this,  Dr.  Richardson 
repeats  the  same  fact  to  Thoresby. 
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ra^y  stone,  and  the  lower  of  a  fine  sand-stone,  of 
which  slates  for  covering  houses  are  made;  and  in 
both  these,  which  are  the  twentieth  part  to  one  of 
lime-stone,  there  is  not  the  least  mention  of  any 
marine  body.  We  have  very  fewe  found  here; 
this  part  of  the  country  affording  neither  lime  nor 
chalke,  though  the  Doctor  told  me  we  had  noe 
stones  in  England  but  would  bum  to  a  calx ;  which 
if  he  can  make  out,  I  will  be  under  an  obligation  to 
give  him  a  very  honorable  reward;  but  I  am 
a£fraide  I  have  already  wearied  your  patience.  I 
had  some  years  agoe  made  some  remarkes  upon 
the  coale  fossils  of  this  country,  with  reference  to 
the  designes  you  now  have  ;  but  these  are  jumbled 
together  with  the  rest,  and  not  easily  to  be  found ; 
but,  if  you  have  any  queries  relating  to  them,  when 
you  please  to  favoure  me  with  a  second  letter, 
upon  notice  shall  give  you  all  the  satisfaction  I 
can ;  or^  if  either  dried  specimens  or  viva  radices 
of  our  northern  plants  may  be  acceptable  to  you  or 
any  of  your  society,  I  shall  be  very  ready  to  serve 
them. — ^I  desire  you  wil  pardon  this  impertinent 
scribble,  and  believe  that  I  am, 

Your  assured  friend  and  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 
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LETTER  XXL 

Mr,  Jlioresby  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Leedes,  July  3rd,  1702. 

Honored  Sir, 

I  perceive  by  Dr.  Sloane  you  commu- 
nicated to  him  what  I  writ,  which  put  Dr.  W.  into 
a  fret;  but  'tis  no  great  matter;  for,  tho'  very 
ingenious,  yet  not  the  best  tempered.  I  have  very 
lately  receiv'd  two  letters  from  Dr.  Sloane,  who  is 
proud  of  your  correspondence,  which  he  found  to 
answer  the  great  character  he  had  of  you,  being 
extreamly  knowing,  candid,  and  ingenious.  I  have 
had  also  the  favour  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lhwyd  of 
Oxford,  and  wish  I  knew  how  to  get  one  or  two  of 
the  Adderbeads^  he  has  ready  for  me  safe  into 
Yorkshire:  when  you  know  of  any  opportunity, 
please  to  give  me  notice ;  and  on  Saturday  last  I 
receiv'd  a  small  parcel  of  coyns  from  Mr.  Sutherland 

The    Ovum  Anguinujn,  or  Adderbead,  so  caUed  from  its 
bearing  on  its  sur&ce  the  figure  of  one  or  more  snakes  wreathed  round 
it,  has  from  remote  antiquity  had  a  high  character  for  its  efficacy  in 
matters  of  enchantment.     Pliny  (Book  xix,  chap.  S)  gives  an  in- 
teresting account  of  its  use  among  the  Druids  ;  and  Mr-  Pennant  tells 
us  it  still  retained  its  reputation  for  virtues  with  the  Welch  of  his  day ; 
as  Lhwyd,  in  a  letter  to  Thoresby,  says  it  did  in  his  time  with  the 
Highlanders  of  Scotland.    It  was  supposed  to  be  produced  from  the 
saliva  of  a  cluster  of  serpents,  but  is  really  nothing  more  than  a  blue 
glass  bead,  streaked  as  above-mentioned.     One  of  these  is  described  in 
RauthmeU*s  letter  of  August  Srd,  1737  ;  and  much  curious  matter 
respecting  them  will  be  found  in  Thoresby's  Correspondence, 
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and  a  few  formed  stones,  and  one  that  smells  of 
violets,  found  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  of  which 
he  procured  four,  one  of  which  he  put  to  the 
Museum  at  Oxford ;  one  to  Mr.  Charleton  of  the 
Temple  (now  Dr.  Sloane*s) ;  and  one  he  reserves 
for  Dr.  Richardson,  which  I  advertise  you  of,  least 
his  letter  to  you  should  miscarry.  I  should  be  glad 
of  a  Catalogue  of  the  Scotch  coyns  you  received  of 
him  long  agoe. 

I  am^  Sir, 
Your  obliged  humble  serv', 

RALPH  THORESBY. 

P.S.  The  famous  old  Mr.  Evelyn*  is  yet  hearty. 
He  has  left  two  odd  co3ms  for  me  at  Gresham  Col- 
lege, which  I  know  not  how  to  get  home,  since 
Mr.  Kirk  is  come  away. 


LETTER  XXII. 
Dr.  Richardsfm  io  Sir  Hans  Shane, 

NoBTH  Bi£RLET,  July  8th,  1702. 

Dears  Sir, 

I  received  yours  some  time  agoe,  and 
am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  offers  of  your 
assistance,  in  order  to  a  collection  of  naturall  ra- 
ritys :  'tis  very  Ukely  you  have  duplicats  of  severall 

'  The  well-known  John  Evelyn,  author  of  the  Sj/lva,  &c. :  he 
died  in  1706. 
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curiositys  often  brought  you  to  be  sold. — When 
that  happens^  doe  me  the  favoure  to  be  a  purchaser 
for  me;  and  I  wil  very  thankfully  disburse  what- 
ever you  lay  out  upon  my  account.    Any  thing  in 
Naturall  History  cannot  come  wrong;  but  in  medals 
I  doe  not  concern  myselfe :  my  collection  of  books 
in  Naturall  History  are  but  fewe^  being  but  a  young 
beginer  in  that  way,  unless  in  Botany ;  and  of  that 
sort  I  am  pretty  well  provided ;  but  I  want  severall 
of  the  late  authors  in  that  way. — I  have  nothing  of 
Dr.  Toumefort's ;  and  of  Dr.  Plukenet's  I  have  only 
the  three  first  parts  of  his  Phytograpkia :  of  Boc- 
coni*s  I  have  nothing,  but  the  Icon,  et  descript.  Plant. ^ 
put  out  by  Morison.     Dr.  Sherard  tells  me  he  wil 
let  me  have  this.  The  last  volums  of  father  Plumier's 
booke  I  have  not,  and  some  of  the  last  volums  of 
Hart.  Malabar ;  but  for  them,  I  am  not  much  con- 
cerned. I  have  Aldrovandus'  works,  Gesner*s  works, 
Wurmius^  Museum^  Bentius^s  History  of  the  EMt 
and  West  Indies  and  of  Brazil,  Dr.  Plot's  Naturall 
History  of  Oxfordshire  and  Staffordshire,  and  Dr. 
LeigKs  of  Lancashire,  worthy  to  be  mentioned 
amongst  that  tribe,  whatever  Dr.  Lister  and  Mr. 
Ray  have  written;  Muffefs  Theatrum  Insectorum, 
and  Willoughbjfs  Omithologia,  Mr.  LkwySs  Litho- 
phyladum,  and  Dr.  Woodward's  booke,  and  what 
hath  been  writen  against  it,  and   Harris*  vindi- 
cation. These  are  the  chiefe  of  my  meane  stock, 
which  I  am  very  desirous  to  increase  :  if  you  meet 
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with  any  bookes  in  this  way^  without  giving  yourself 
trouble,  that  wil  be  instructiye  to  me,  you  shall  be 
thankfully  repayed. 

I  have  litle  to  offer  to  you  in  relation  to  coale 
plants,  but  what  Mr.  Lhwyd  has  already  printed 
several  years  agoe :  he  sent  me  two  or  three  of 
them  out  of  Wales,  which  put  me  upon  the  curiosity 
of  enquiring  what  our  coale  mines  might  produce ; 
and  by  good  fate,  the  first  day  I  fell  upon  the  place 
where  afterwards  I  found  them  in  great  plenty ;  and, 
though  I  have  not  been  idle  since  in  searchmg 
where  ever  I  have  found  coale  mines,  yet  never 
had  the  fortune  to  succeed  else  where. — ^The  coale 
mme  is  now  quite  deserted,  soe  that  I  have  litle 
hopes  of  procuring  any  more :  these  impresses  are 
found  in  a  bluish  stone,  about  seven  or  eight  foot 
above  the  coale :  where  this  stone  ly^  deepe  you 
rarely  find  any:  the  greatest  depth  I  ever  met  with 
here  is  about  thirty  foot  from  the  surface  of  the 
earth.  In  diging  several  pits  to  draine  the  water 
from  the  coale  in  this  place,  I  had  the  advantage 
of  observing,  that  where  this  stone  was  softest, 
which  was  always  nigh  the  top  of  the  earth,  there 
I  found  the  greatest  plenty  of  these  impresses, 
which  wou*d  seem  to  favoure  Mr.  Lhwyd*s  oppinion 
about  the  origin  of  these  bodies,  if  they  would  agree 
with  our  Ferns  upon  comparing  them ;  but,  soe  far 
from  that,  I  never  met  with  one  dgnlary  that  did 
in  all  respects  exactly  agree  with  any  of  these 
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fossil  plants ;  and  to  believe  that  the  essentiall  part 
of  the  seed  of  Ferns  is  brought  hither  by  rains  from 
far  countrys,  and  deposited  here  to  produce  plants, 
is  something  unaccountable.    However,  the  hypo- 
thesis is  very  ingeniouse.  That  these  receive  theire 
formes  from  real  plants  I  am  fully  convinced,  having 
met  with  part  of  the  plant  itselfe  upon  opening 
some  of  this  stone  several  times,  but  always  very 
thin  and  membranouse,  and  apt  to  be  blowne  away 
with  the  least  wind.  How  these  plants  came  there, 
I  shall  leave  our  friend  Dr.  W.  to  determine,  who, 
I  hope,  in  his  large  worke,  wil  give  us  ample  satis- 
faction ;  but  that  the  plants  themselves  were  driven 
hither  from  remoate  parts,  in  Noah's  flood,  and 
to  remaine  soe  intire,  when  all  hard  bodys  were 
dissolved,  as  to  give  beeing  to  these  figures,  I  fear 
wil  not  be  very  easy  to  account  for;  and  why  a 
thousand  Capilarys  are  found  for  one  other  plant 
in  this  stone,  I  cannot  give  any  satisfactory  reason ; 
unles  we  shou'd  say  that  severall  of  these  retaine 
theire  leaves  all  winter,  when  those  of  other  plants 
and  trees  are  fallen  and  corrupted.  If  we  should  al- 
lowe  this,  why  then  are  not  the  leaves  of  Hollys,Ivys, 
Yews,  Juniper,  and  other  ever-greens  found  here, 
which  are  all  over  in  this  country  frequent  enough? 
But  not  one  of  these  are  ever  to  be  met  with,  that 
I  know  of.     The  stone  where  these  figures  are 
found  is  common  in  almost  all  the  coale  mines  of 
this  country,  which  are  very  plentifull;   but  noe 
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mention  of  plants  in  any  that  I  have  visited,  but  in 
these  of  our  own  towne.  The  thicknesse  of  the  bed 
of  this  stone  varys  :  the  deeper  it  lys,  the  thicker 
and  the  harder,  and  vice  versa :  where  it  is  within 
ten  or  twelve  foot  of  the  surface  of  the  earth,  it  is 
not  above  three  or  four  foot  thick ;  but  where  forty 
or  fifty  foot  deepe,  perhaps  eight  or  ten  foot  thick. 
Within  this  stone  are  sometimes  found  iron  stones, 
with  figures  of  plants  upon  them,  which  can  scarce 
be  reconciled  to  the  Doctor's  notion  of  specifick 
gravity  and  levity;  of  these  you  shall  have  speci- 
mens, when   I   have  a  collection  worth   sending. 
Dr.  Lister's  Pectinites  umbratilis  is  prety  frequent 
in  these  parts,  and  lys  immediately  above  the  coale, 
sometimes  a  foot  thick,  and  sometimes  three  ;  but 
where  this  prevails,  the  miners  always  looke  upon 
the  coale  to  be  bad ;  and,  as  they  terme,  it  eats  out 
the  coale :  it  wil  not  be  easy  to  referr  these  to  any 
shel  that  I  ever  saw. — But  I  feare  I  have  too  long 
detained  you  with  this  discourse  :  towards  the  end 
of  the  next  month,  I  wil  send  you  a  parcell  of  dried 
plants,  and  hope  by  that  time  to  pick  up  some  other 
curiosity  to  send  along  with  them,  which  shall  be 
the  endeavour  of. 

Worthy  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Thorcsby  gives  you  his  service. 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

Mr,  Lhwffd  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

OxFOEO,  July  17th,  1702.> 

Dear  Sir, 

This  hopes  to  find  you  in  perfect  health, 
and  begs  a  few  lines  of  account  of  it,  &c.  at  your 
leasure.  Not  hearing  from  you  when  I  was  in  Glo- 
cestershire^  I  concluded  you  would  return  through 
Cambridge  before  the  time  I  mentioned ;  so  have 
put  off  my  going  thither  myself;  this  being  the 
main  harvest-time  at  the  Museum.  In  the  mean 
while,  Mr.  Vernon  has  been  to  visit  us  here ;  with 
whom^  amongst  other  friends^  we  took  occasion  to 

'  Between  the  date  of  this  letter  and  of  that  written  in  D»- 
cember,  1691,  Mr.  Lhwyd  had  been  engaged  in  some  of  those  tours,  by 
whidi  he  rendered  sudi  eminent  sernce  to  the  students  of  Antiquities 
and  Natural  History.  In  1701,  he  appean  to  have  been  in  France,  as 
well  as  in  Wales  and  Ireland :  in  Bfarch  of  that  year.  Dr.  Sherard 
writes  to  Dr.  Richardson,  "  I  had  a  letter  lately  from  Mr.  Lhwyd, 
who  is  just  i^umed  from  Bretagne  in  France^  and  is  yeiy  busy  in 
fitting  his  work  in  order  to  print  it.*  He  himself  only  three  months 
later,  af^er  q>ealdng  of  the  great  collections  he  had  made  in  Wales 
and  Ireland,  adds,  **  we  came  out  of  Ireland  too  soon  ;  and  the  Tories 
of  Killarni  in  Kerry  obliged  us  to  quit  those  mountains  much  sooner 
than  we  intended.** 
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remember  you  several  times.  You  found,  I  suppose, 
that  both  he  and  all  the  virtuosoes  of  the  south 
are  fully  persuaded  that  the  marine  fossils  and  coal 
plants  are  the  effects  of  the  deluge :  so  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  whether  they  shew*d  you  such 
specimens  and  proposed  such  arguments,  as  have 
convinced  you  of  it  likewise.  I  know  not  whether 
I  ever  recommended  to  your  curiosity  the  examining 
of  the  Stalactite  or  droppingstone  of  the  lime-stone 
.caves,  for  Entrochij  &c.  I  do  assure  you  that  I 
have  found  large  and  small  Entrochi  in  it  in  Ireland ; 
which,  with  me,  is  little  less  than  demonstration 
that  some  of  these  bodies  are  formM  in  the  ground, 
where  we  find  these  ;  and,  if  some  be,  we  may  bid 
fayr  for  the  rest. 

You  have  heard,  I  presume,  ere  this,  that 
our  friend.  Dr.  Sherard,  is  made  Commissioner  for 
the  Exchange  of  Prisoners  and  for  the  Care  of  the 
Sick  and  Wounded,  which  places,  Mr.  Bobart  tells 
me,  are  worth  about  £300  per  annum. 

I  suppose  Mr.  Petiver  has  sent  you  the  ten 
first  tables  of  his  Gazaphyladum  Nature :  I  sup- 
pose there  are  more  of  them  done ;  but  as  yet  we 
have  not  received  them.  He  writes  me  word  that 
his  sixth  figure,  of  tab.  4,  is  from  China  ;«  which  I 
took  at  first  sight  not  to  differ  from  my  Stella  rubra 
geniculata  Camubiensiumf  quints  radiis  pinnatiSy  ah 
ecDortu  hifidisj  wherof  I  think  I  sent  you  a  pat- 
tern ;  but,  on  a  further  view,  I  find  his  has  thirteen 
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radii.  I  hear  nothing  of  Mr.  Ray's  Supplement  ;^ 
which  I  am  afrayd  Smith  and  Walford  will  be  very 
slow  in  undertaking;  nor  of  his  Methodus  nova 
refarmataj  which,  Dr.  Sherard  told  me  long  since, 
was  a  printing  in  Holland.  We  are  come  to  no 
issue  yet  with  Mr.  Cole  of  Bristow's  Executor; 
tho'  the  Vice-Chancellor  keeps  him  still  in  sus- 
pence ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  collection,  I  fear, 
is  dayly  diminished.  I  expect  Mr.  Stonestreet  here 
this  night,  with  a  cargo  of  what  fossils  he  guesses 
may  be  acceptable  here,  and  some  Echini  and  Sea 
Stars.  He  makes  but  a  short  stay;  and,  as  soon  as 
he  is  gone,  I  design  for  Cambridge,  where  I  shall 
probably  continue  three  weeks  or  a  month,  and 
then  return  hither,  where  I  hope  to  be  welcomed 
with  a  letter  from  you,  to, 

Honor'd  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

EDWD.  LHWYD. 

P.  S.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at 
Cambridge ;  but  Mr.  Vernon  will  be  out  of  town, 
and  I  know  no  body  else ;  so  that  I  cannot  give 
you  directions. 

^  This  appeared  two  years  subsequently,  under  the  title  of  Historic 
Plantarum  Tomus  Tertius,  qui  est  Suppiementum  duorumpraceden' 
tium.  It  was  tlie  last  of  Ray*s  works  published  in  his  life-time.  His 
Methodus  Plantarum,  reformata  et  aucta  was  published  at  Lcyden, 
in  ]  703,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Hotton. 
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LETTER  XXIV. 

Dr,  Richardson  to  Mr.  Thoresby, 

July  *    *   1702. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  taken  care  of  Mr.  Lhwyd*s  present 
to  you,  if  I  had  not  received  your  further  directions : 
he  is  now  at  Cambridge ;  but  his  stay  there  will  be 
short.  I  heard  from  him  this  weeke. — I  daily  ex- 
pect Mr.  Bobart's  orders  for  a  fresh  supply  of  those 
plants  I  sent  him  in  May;  the  season  then  being 
soe  untoward  for  planting,  that  I  feare  very  few 
of  them  are  now  alive.  If  I  heare  nothing  from  him 
shortly,  I  shall  desire  him  to  send  me  the  formed 
stones  I  had  from  the  Museum,  which  were  left  in 
his  hands,  and,  with  them,  to  take  care  of  Mr. 
Lhwyd*s  kindness  to  you.  I  am  sory  I  should 
loose  the  favoure  of  soe  ingeniouse  a  person  as  Dr. 
Woodward,  especially  if  the  passage*  in  Mr.Lhwyd's 
Lithophylacium^  be  the  only  reason ;  which,  I  be- 
lieve, if  fairly  represented  to  any   unprejudiced 

'  See  p.  20. — This  passage*  it  must  be  confessed,  might  excite 
the  anger  of  a  less  irritable  man  than  Dr.  Woodward.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  Dr.  Richardson,  who  evidently  did  not  mean  to  give 
offence,  did  not  qualify  his  obseryation;  as  in  the  very  letter  to 
Thoresby  to  which  this  note  refers,  he  allows  himself  to  be  wrong. 

^  LithophyUicii  Britatmica  Ichnographia^  p.  107.  Reference 
has  already  been  made  to  this  source  of  vexation  in  a  Note,  p.  47. 
Dr.  Richardson  was  probably  induced  to  enter  here  more  at  length  into 
the  subject,  in  consequence  of  Thoresby'a  having  communicated  to  him 


6g  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

reader^  wil  not  appeare  so  enormouse  a  crime,  but 
may  justly  deserve  pardon,  because  the  booke  is 
scarce.  I  transcribed  you  as  much  as  relates  to  that 
passage,  where  you  wil  finde  that  in  express  words  I 
doe  acknowledge  that  lime-stone  abounds  with  ma- 
rine bodys.  If  in  my  search  for  such  I  had  met  with 
any  lime-stone  there,  my  inquiry  would  have  been 
more  particulare ;  but  the  south-west  rocks  upon  the 
hill  being  the  only  ones  that  are  of  that  sort,  and 
being  very  inconsiderable  to  the  rest,  at  first  escaped 
my  observation;  but  at  second  search  found  it  lime- 
stone, and  in  it  Pectinites  and  Entrochi  (and  soon 
recaird  my  mistake),  which  are  in  plenty  in  all  the 
lime-stone  in  Craven,  But  in  any  other  part  of  the 
great  rocks,  which  are  part  mil-stone  and  part  fine 
sand-stone,  not  any  footsteps  of  shells,  &c.  are  to  be 
found ;  and  in  this  I  am  sure  neither  the  Doctor, 
nor  any  of  his  missionarys,  can  detect  one.  Neither 
have  I  met  with  any  thing  of  this  kinde  in  any 

another  letter  from  Woodward,  dated  Jmly  18th,  in  which  he  says, 
**  you  could  not  wonder  at  the  passage  in  my  last  about  Dr.  Richardson : 
he  had  publicly  in  print  given  me  the  lie,  for  asserting  that  all  rocks 
whatever  have  shells  upon  them ;  whereas  he  avows  that'  there  are  none 
either  upon  Pendle  or  Ingleborough.  Now,  for  the  first,  I  no  where 
assert  any  such  thing  ;  and,  (or  the  second,  I  have  abtually  by  me  a 
variety  of  shells  and  impressions  of  sheQs,  as  weir  as  other  extraneous 
bodies,  from  both  Pendle  and  Ingleborough.  He  best  knows  ^fhat  his 
reasons  were  for  this ;  but,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  this  treatment,  with 
some  other  that  my  labours  have  met  with,  causelessly  and  unjustly, 
shall  be  candidly  and  plainly  laid  before  the  world,  unless  the  authors 
themselves  do  me  right."   Thoretby*8  Correspondence,  i.  p.  420. 
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quarries  of  stone  within  four  miles  of  this  place, 
though  we  have  plenty  of  all  sorts;  unles  we  may  so 
call  the  Black  Scale  which  lys  above  the  coale  nigh 
Birstall^  which  is  wholy  composed  of  shells  for 
severall  foot  together ;  but  in  the  transcript  you 
wil  have  some  account  of  it.  I  perhaps  might  have 
been  as  serviceable  a  person  for  assisting  in  his 
designed  worke^  as  most  he  wou'd  have  met  with 
here;  but  I  perceive  he  must  be  angry  with  all 
persons  that  in  the  least  pretend  to  his  way,  lest 
it  should  be  thought  that  his  honour  should  be 
eclipsed  by  theire  assistance.  But  I  heartily  wish 
him  all  the  reputation  that  so  great  an  undertaking 
deserves,  and  his  health  to  finish  his  booke ;  and 
for  what  he  can  say  or  doe  to  me,  I  am  not  in  the 
least  concerned.  But  I  am  afraid  in  the  epistle  he 
referrs  you  to,  there  are  greater  rubbs  to  be  met 
with  than  this,  which  I  hope  he  will  account  for  in 
his  great  work;  and  that,  perhaps,  maybe  the  rea- 
son, though  the  other  beare  the  showe ;  but  if  I 
be  ill  used,  I  am  sure  to  faire  noe  worse  than  some 
of  my  friends,  who  will  be  noe  more  concerned 
than  myselfe.  — I  will  very  wilingly  allowe  his  hypo- 
thesis to  carry  the  greatest  weight  of  reason  along 
with  it  of  any  yet  extant ;  and  I  am  sure,  if  his 
humour  was  as  agreeable  as  his  way  of  writing,  he 
would  be  the  mirror  of  this  age ;  but  his  haughty 
temper  will  not  down  with  any  person  that  is  his 

'  £ssay  towards  the  Natural  History  of  the  Earth,  ^c— See  p.  39. 
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equal,  rfe  shewed  me,  with  all  the  civility  imagin- 
able, the  finest  collection  of  naturall  curiositys  I 
ever  yet  met  with,  besides  other  civilitys  I  received 
from  him;  but  the  designes  that  I  show'd  him 
were  disposed  of  to  Dr.  Sloane  the  morning  before ; 
and  were  after,  by  Mr.  Buddie's  motion  (who  was 
with  me  at  Dr.  Sloane's),  borrowed  to  showe  Dr.  W. 
They  was  then  not  my  owne ;  and  he  takes  it  ill 
that  I  should  be  soe  backward  in  lending  him  them. 
I  had  promist  to  retume  them  to  Dr.  Sloane  when 
I  came  back  from  Dr.  W. ;  and  I  was  not  willing 
to  disoblige  him  :  if  I  had  met  with  Dr.  Woodward 
before  I  had  disposed  of  them,  he  should  with  as 
much  frankness  have  had  them  as  Dr.  S. ;  for  it  was 
never  my  thoughts  to  let  them  appeare  in  publique. 


LETTER  XXV. 
Mr,  Sutherland  to  Dr,  Richardson. 

EoiNBuaoH»  September  19th,  1702. 

Worthy  Sir, 

I  received  your  much-longed  for  letter, 
with  a  very  ample  satisfieing  account  of  what 
remarkeable  occurred  in  your  last  spring  journey 
to  London.  I  have  hade  the  honour  of  the  ac- 
quaintance of  some  of  those  learned  and  curious 
Gentlemen  ye  met  with,  as  Dr.  Uvedale  at  Enfield, 
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who  has  given  me  frequent  supplies  of  rare  seeds 
and  plants  from  his  famous  and  well-stocked  garden^ 
and  Mr.  James  Petiver,  who  has  gifted  me  with  a 
good  number  of  his  Centuries.  While  Mr.  Charle- 
ton  Uved,  I  keept  a  constant  correspondence  with 
him;  and  he  keept  for  me  such  duplicats  of  medals 
as  came  in  his  way  and  he  thought  I  might  want ; 
and  now,  by  means  of  my  speciall  good  friend.  Dr. 
Sherard,  Fme  in  hopes  to  have  the  same  with 
Dr.  Sloane,  who  has  succeeded  to  Mr.  Charleton's 
collection.  Fve  heard  much  of  Mr.  Stonestreet, 
both  for  shels  and  medals,  and  intend  to  use  my 
best  endeavours  for  his  acquaintance.  I  have  not 
yet  hade  any  account  of  Mr.  Buddie,  who,  ye  say, 
is  reputed  the  most  skillfull  in  the  knowledge  of 
grasses  and  mosses'  of  any  in  England :  I  should 
be  glade  to  be  further  informed  of  him  by  your 
next.  Some  ten  dayes  after  I  received  your's,  and 
also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brown,  by  the  common  post, 
your  box  came  to  my  hands  in  good  condition.  It 
was  close  nailed,  the  empty  parts  filled  up  with 
saw-dust,  and  contained  about  the  number  of  sixteen 
fossils,  all  wrapt  up  in  papers,  one  shell,  five  brass 
medals,  five  silver  ones,  two  of  a  coarser  mettall, 
all  Roman,  and  one  small  Spanish  silver  Real.  All 
these  were  very  acceptable ;  and  I  was  exceeding 

'  For  the  praise  of  Buddie  on  this  score,  see  Mr.  Vernon's 
letter,  p.  73. 
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glade  that  ye  hade  not  sent  the  plants  with  them, 
and  think  they  may  come  much  better  next  spring. 
I  find  occasions  of  transmitting  boxes  uncertain  and 
unsure  by  the  common  carriers,  and  therefore  shall 
wait  the  opportunity  of  some  acquaintance  going 
from  this  place  for  London  by  York,  with  whom  I 
shall  send  the  violet  smelling  stone,^  Elf  arrow, 
some  fossils  got  in  this  country,  with  what  ancient 
Scotch  coyns  I  have  for  you.   AH  shall  be  put  up 

^  This  vioIet>«nielling  stone  had  previously  been  mentioned  in 
several  letters  from  Mr.  Sutherland,  who  set  so  much  value  upon  it,  that 
in  one  of  them  he  tells  Dr.  Richardson  he  was  afraid  to  venture  it  by  the 
common  carrier.  His  first  account  of  it  is  curious : — **  Lately  there  waa 
sent  me  from  our  Northern  Highlands,  some  for^  miles  distant  from 
thb,  a  stone,  which  I  was  much  surprised  with.  It  is  of  no  regular  figure, 
pretty  hard,  grayish  coloured,  with  many  sparkles  like  silver  all  over, 
indifferent  ponderous  for  its  size,  weighing  about  thirteen  dunces,  and 
smelb  most  strongly  of  March  violets,  his  Fiorentina  roots,  or,  I 
think,  ratlier  Leucqfum  htteum,  iive  Keiri  Jlare  pleno.  When  I  got 
it,  I  was  somewhat  apprehensive  it  had  been  scented  by  art,  and  there- 
fore infused  it  a  whole  niglit  in  warm  water  by  the  fire-side.  It  soon 
communicated  the  smell  to  the  water,  which  it  retained  four  days,  UU 
I  cast  it  out ;  and  the  stone  continues  yet  as  odoriferous  as  ever.  It 
was  found  by  a  small  brooke  side,  where  th^  say  there  are  several  of 
tlie  same  sort  and  smell.  I  purpose  next  May  to  visit  the  place,  and 
bring  as  many  as  I  can  from  thence  to  oblige  my  curious  friends."-— 
Anselmus  Boetius,  in  hb  Historia  Gemmarum  et  Lapidum^  Lib,  ii. 
cap,  292,  De  Saxis  Olentibus,  makes  mention  of  such  a  stone ;  as  does 
Geo.  Agricola,  de  Ortu  et  causis  Subterraneorum,  Lib,  vr.pag,  517. 
It  were  impossible  to  determine  whether  the  plant  in  question,  which 
gave  the  smell  that  Sutherland  inaccurately  ascribed  to  the  stone,  was 
the  Conferva  aurea,  or  the  Lepraria  Jolithus,  The  &ct  of  the  scent 
had  been  already  observed  by  autliors,  and  die  question  had  been 
di^ussed,  whence  it  originated. — See  DHL  Hi»t,  Muse,  p.  9. 
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in  a  box,  sealed  and  directed  for  yow,  to  be  left 
with  Mr.  James  Scourfield,  Druggist,  in  Pettergate, 
York.  When  the  Bryonia  nigra  seeds  are  ready, 
I  request  ye  would  gather  some  for  me,  as  also  of 
the  Frangula,  if  it  growes  with  yow,  and  any  other 
seeds  of  your  planta  indigent  ye  think  I  may  want. 
What  ever  ancient  Roman  or  Saxon  coyns  ye  can 
purchase  for  me^  ye  shall  be  thankfully  repayed 
with  Scotch  pieces,  which  I  shall  reserve  for  you 
as  they  come  in  my  way.  I  should  be  glade  of  a 
list  of  the  Scotch  ones  ye  have  already,  that  I  may 
the  better  know  whether  ye  desire  any  in  gold. 
Set  down  the  size,  weight,  and  inscriptions  of  the 
pieces  ye  have.  Dr.  Oliphant  gives  you  his  humble 
service. 

I  am,  worthy  Sir, 
Your  most  humble  obliged  servant, 

JA.  SUTHERLAND. 


LETTER  XXVI. 
Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  December  24th,  1702. 

Good  Doctor, 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  long 
silence,  and  not  returning  you  my  thanks  for  your 
last  present  of  plants,  with  which  I  received  a 
form'd  stone  of  a  singular  shape.  I  begg  your 
pardon  for  this  neglect,  which  was  not  out  of  any 
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disrespect,  but  a  continuall  hurry  of  one  thing  or 
other.  Mr.  Petiver  shew*d  me  a  good  while  since 
a  letter  of  yours  to  him,  wherein  you  gave  him 
leave  to  grave  your  rock  plants  with  his  other  na- 
turaJl  things  in  his  Decades;  upon  which  I  gave 
him  your  draughts,  desiring  him  to  take  great  care 
of  them,  and  to  see  what  of  them  yet  have  been 
taken  notice  of.  I  was  very  willing  he  should  have 
them,  because  of  his  great  industry  and  collections 
of  the  like  nature,  tho'  I  did  design  to  have  pub- 
lished them  in  the  Transactions.  But  they  may  be 
again  published  or  referred  to  from  thence ;  for 
they  are  very  fine  and  very  curious.  Dr.  Toumefort 
is  returned  from  his  great  voyage  into  Asia,  and  is 
now  publishing  his  voyage,*  wherein  will  be  two 
hundred  plates  of  plants.  There  is  nothing  new 
coming  out  in  England  or  beyond  sea  that  I  know 
of,  unless  it  be  Strabo  and  Suetonius,  that  are 
printing  in  Holland.  I  shall  very  soon  sett  aside 
some  duplicates  of  books  and  naturall  things  for 
you :  in  the  mean  time  believe  me. 

Your  most  obed*  and  most  humble  serv*, 

HANS  SLOANE. 

'  It  was  in  this  very  year  that  M.  Touraefort  returned  to  France  ; 
but  the  full  account  of  his  voyage  did  not  appear  till  a  considerable 
time  subsequently.  The  first  vohime  is  said  to  have  been  published  ia 
his  life  time  :  the  second  certainly  not  till  1717,  nine  years  after  his 
death,  which  was  premature,  having  been  occasioned  from  a  contusion 
in  his  breast,  originating  in  an  injury  received  by  a  blow  from  a 
carriage,  an  end  like  that  of  Morison  : — see  Note  p.  84. 
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LETTER  XXVIl. 

Mr.  Vernon  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  12th  February,  1702-^. 

Dear  Sir^ 

FvK  not  heard  of  you  or  from  you  this 
two  months,  by  reason  of  my  being  at  London, 
where  I've  met  with  every  body  very  diligent  in 
carrying  on  Naturall  Philosophy.  Fve  been  with 
them  all,  except  Woodward,  who  is  fatally,  by 
his  proud  and  haughty  behaviour,  abandoned  and 
laught  at  by  all.  Mr.  Sherard  and  I  drank  your 
health  for  three  nights  together :  he  is  setting  the 
mosses,  and  has  set  Mr.  Bobart's  right.  Mine,  Dr. 
Sherard's,  and  Mr.  Doody's,^  are  all  well ;  but  the 
top  of  all  the  moss-croppers  is  Mr.  Buddie,  who  is 
a  great  help  to  us.  Dr.  Sloane's  work  is  in  great 
forwardness.   Petiver*s  Centurys^  you  shall  have : 

'  Respecting  Doody*s  merits  as  a  Botanist,  see  Note  p.  8, 
Of  Doody  himself,  Dr.  Pulteney  says,  he  can  tell  nothing  more 
than  that  he  was  horn  in  Staffordshire,  was  an  Apothecary  in  London, 
and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  was  chosen  Superintendant  and 
Demonstrator  of  the  Chelsea  Garden ;  an  office*  which  he  held  for 
some  years  before  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1706. 

2  The  title  of  this  publication  was  Musei  Petiveriani  Cet^ 
turi<B  Decern:  it  was  in  8vo.,  and  began  in  1692,  and  finished  in 
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he  is  designing,  and  takes  subscriptions  of  all 
his  friends,  which  sum  is  a  guinea.  They  are  fine ; 
and  he  meets  with  great  encouragement:  may 
be  you  may  help  him  to  two  or  three :  he*s  gone 
as  far  as  eight  plates :  they  consist  of  plants^  flyes, 
shells^  serpents,  &c.  Dr.  Sherard  promises  to  assist 
him  in  helping  him  to  twenty  subscribers.  I  hope 
to  help  him  to  eight  or  ten :  the  greatest  curiositys 
I  met  with  were  Indian  anijnalls  and  monsters. 
On  Holbom-Hill,  by  chance,  a  lady  came  to  town 
with  the  noblest  collection  of  butterflyes,  ajl  Eng- 
lish, which  has  sham'd  us :  her  way  is  to  give  for 
forty  or  fifty  ordinary  caterpillers  sixpence,  and  to 
feed  them :  if  a  fine  caterpiller,  for  encouragement, 
sixpence  a  piece,  which  is  one  way  to  employ  the 
poor.  Mr.  Ray  is  within  three  months  compleating 
(by  the  help  of  the  incomparable  Dr.  Sherard)  his 
third  volume  of  his  Historia  Generalig  Plantarum;  ^ 
which  will  be  very  fine.  Hv&Methodus^  is  now  allmost 
printed  at  the  Hague,  by  Dr.  Hotton's  means.  Fve 
the  command  of  all  Dr.  Sherard's  seeds,  which  he 
was  pleased  to  order  me  to  accept  as  such ;  and 
what  you  want  of  them  (when  I  have  them)  Fie 
furnish  you  with.— The  time  of  mosses  is  now  in 

1703.  Pulleney  speaks  fiivourably  of  it,  and  closes  his  account  by 
saying,  "  several  curious  articles,  the  produce  of  England,  are  here  first 
exhibited ;  particularly  some  of  the  Cryptogamaus  class,  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  which  he  was  very  successful.** 

^f  ^  Respecting  these  works,  see  Note,  p.  64. 
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prime ;  and  I  wish  you  good  fortune  in  them,  and 
that  I  may  have  the  happiness  to  see  you  in  the 
spring. 

rie  be  at  Cambridge,  and  be  glad  to  hear  of 
you  by  the  1 5th  of  this  February. 

Your  very  humble  servant^ 

WILLIAM  VERNON. 


LETTER  XXVIII. 

Mr.  Petiver  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

April    •     •     •     1703. 

Worthy  Sir, 

Your  very  acceptable  letter  and  col- 
lection of  Leyden  plants  came  safe  to  hand;  for 
which  I  had  returned  you  sooner  thanks,  but  was 
willing  they  should  be  attended  with  somewhat 
more  than  bare  words.  Your  kind  incouragement,^ 
and  expectation  from  other  friends,  heartens  me 
to  goe  on  with  my  tables,  having  finished  six  more  ; 
and  herewith  send  you  them.  I  intend  some  of 
your  designes  in  the  remainder ;  having  a  promise 
of  them  from  Dr.  Bloane  since  the  receipt  of  your 
letter.  I  think  every  day  more  than  two,  untill  I 
receive  some  fossils,  as  you  promised;  and  your 
account  of  them  will  be  very  instructive  to  me,, 
being  as  yet  a  novice  in  the  knowledge  of  them. 
Your  notions  of  spars,  marchasites,  pyrites,  &c. 
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(with  samples  of  them,  tho'  never  so  common)  will 
be  unexpressibly  welcome  to  me,  and  give  me  great 
opportunity  to  procure  the  same  from  abroad. 

I  ]^this  weeke  finished  the  eighth  and  last 
booke  of  Mr.  Samuel  Brown's  collections  of  India 
plants,  which  will  be  published  in  the  next  month's 
Philosophycall  TransMtians :  ^  they  chiefly  consist 
of  comsj  cyperuses,  rushes,  and  grasses  of  each 
kind,  to  the  number  of  threescore. 

Before  Christmas  I  hope  to  have  printed  the 
ninth^and  tenth  Centuries  of  my  Museum,  which  I 
will  send  you  as  a  new  year's  gift,  with  a  collection 
of  shells  which  I  have  hitherto  defered  because  of 
some  I  have  therein  mentioned,  as  also  other  India 
ones,  which  will  be  in  this  account  of  Mr.  Brown's 
eighth  vollume. 

Before  I  had  herewith  sent  this  small  footboy, 
and  made  you  acquainted  with  what  is  in  embrio 
and  what  I  designe  to  send  you,  I  durst  not  pre- 
sume to  tell  you  that  your  two  remaining  bundles, 
as  you  please  to  call  them,  of  the  Leyden  plants, 
will  be  very  wellcome  to  me :  however,  expose 
them  not  to  a  rainey  season  without  better  cover- 
ing :  a  settled  frost  will  be  less  prejudicial. 

By  Christmas  next  I  hope  to  have  finish'd  my 
second  Decade ;  and  I  will  then  send  you  a  large 

^  Mr.  Samuel  Brown  was  a  surgeon  at  Madras :  the  plants 
were  sent  by  him  with  their  Malabar  names ;  to  which,  Petiver,  in 
describing  them  for  the  Royal  Society,  added  the  Synonyms  from  the 
Hortus  MalabaricuSy  together  with  an  account  of  their  virtues. 
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collection  of  those  East-India  plants  I  have  given  an 
account  of  in  the  late  Philosophycall  Transactions; 
and  whatever  in  the  interim  will  be  acceptable  to 
you,  besides  what  I  have  promised,  pray  let  me 
know,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  obey  your  com- 
mands, who  am. 

Honoured  and  worthy  Sir, 
Your  very  affectionate  and  most  highly  obliged 
friend  to  serve  you,  whilst, 

JAMES  PETIVER. 

P.  S.  Sir,  the  cold  and  winter  season  may  give 
some  ffiiends  of  yours,  that  are  good  marksmen, 
frequent  opportunityes  of  shooting  severall  sorts 
of  birds,  which  doe  not  appear  in  our  parts.  These 
may  be  preserved,  the  great  ones  by  casing  them, 
or  taking  out  all  their  entrails  by  cutting  them 
under  the  wing,  and  then  stuffing  them  with  tow 
mix*d  with  tar  and  a  little  unslak'd  lime. — The 
little  ones  need  scarce  any  other  care  than  drying 
gently  in  an  oven,  after  the  bread  is  taken  out,  and 
so  sent  us. 

I  observed  severall  small  birds  in  Mr.  Raye's 
Ornithology  which  Mr.  *  *  **  in  your  parts  commu- 
nicated to  him.  I  should  be  glad  to  figure  or  give 
an  account  of  whatever  uncommon  birds  you  can 
procure  me ;  but  I  fear  I  have  allready  too  much 
troubled  you  with  my  desires,  and  will  therefore 
humbly  beg  pardon  and  conclude. 

^  The  name  is  torn  out  of  the  letter. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

WxsTlciMBTKB,  Julj  8rd,  1708. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  being  my  fortune  to  leave  England 
once  more,  and  that  probably  for  the  rest  of  my 
days,  I  cannot  quit  it  without  giving  you  notice, 
and  desiring  the  honour  of  your  commands  for 
Smima.  I  shall  there  have  leisure  enough  to  follow 
the  improvement  of  Naturall  History,  and  to  make 
some  additions  in  most  parts  of  it.  Mr.  Lhwyd 
has  writ  tome  for  fossills,  coralls,  &c.,  which  I  shall 
endeavour  to  procure  him :  if  you  make  a  collection 
of  any  part,  give  me  leave  to  make  what  additions 
I  can  to  it.  When  you  have  any  thing  to  favour 
me  with,  be  pleased  to  direct  it  to  my  Brother 
Sherard,  in  Mark-Lane.  With  many  thanks  for  all 
your  favours,  and  hearty  wishes  of  health  and  hap- 
piness, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithfuU  humble  servant, 

W.  SHERARD. 
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LETTER  XXX. 

Mr.  Vernon  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Pbtbehouss,  Jantiaiy  20th,  1704. 

Dbar  Sir, 

I've  nothing  that  I  can  value  so  high 
as  to  think  it  worth  your  acceptance,  saving  some 
few  of  which  I've  no  duplicates.  IVe  been  over 
good  part  of  Essex  and  Suffolk,  but  found  little 
besides  some  misshapen  impresses.  Mr.  Dale^  I 
saw,  who  is  putting  out  a  Supplement  to  his  Phar- 
macohffia:  he  designs  to  be  very  accurate ;  and,  if 
any  thing  has  occur'd  to  you  in  earths,. minerals,  or 
metalls,  he*l  be  mightily  oblig'd  to  you  to  give  him 
a  line  at  Braintrey,  in  Essex.  I  likewise  waited  on 
Mr.  Ray,  who  is  very  old  and  infirm  in  body,  tho' 

*  BIr.  Stiinnel  Dale,  the  friend  and  neighbour  of  Ray,  was  a 
resident  in  Braintree  and  the  adjoining  town  of  Booking,  where  he 
practised  medicine,  first  as  an  Apotfaecaxy,  but  subsequently  as  a 
Physician,  liaving  graduated  in  1730.  He  died  nine  years  afterwards. 
His  Pharmacologia  »eu  Maamductio  ad  Materiam  Medicam  was  his 
great  work,  and  recdved  the  unquestionable  testimony  to  its  merit, 
that,  during  the  Hfe  of  the  author,  it  went  through  four  editions  in 
England,  besides  being  as  often  reprinted  abroad.  He  was  likewise  the 
author  of  several  papers  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions!  and  he 
published  the  Antiquities  of  Harwich,  founded  indeed  upon  a  manu- 
script by  Silas  Taylor,  but  with  so  much  and  so  valuable  matter  by 
himself,  that  the  work  may  justly  be  considered  his  own. 


80  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

his  parts  are  very  vivid.'  There's  new  cutts  and 
Icons  coming  forth  to  all  his  three  volumes,  the 
Queen  being  at  the  most  considerable  charge.^  His 
Methodus  Plantarum  is  printed  off  at  the  Hague ; 
tho*  *  Fve  not  seen  it  yet.  Fd  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Lhwyd  last  night,  who  is  retired  within  six  miles 
of  Oxford,  for  a  privacy  in  his  studys ;  but  when 
he  returns  there  (which  will  be  within  four  weeks) 
he'l  present  me  with  some  curiositys ;  and  by  that 
time,  I  hope  to  make  you,  out  of  those  and  what  Fve 
got,  a  little  cargo.  Fd  thank  you  to  send  me  what 
fair  specimens  of  mosses  you  can  spare.  If  youVe 
any  spare  kinds  of  the  Pyxidate  or  Orustaceaus 
sorts,  I  should  be  very  glad  of  them.  The  Lapis 
Umbratilis  of  Lister,  or  any  Lithophyte  wou'd  be 
acceptable,  as  also  one  fair  specimen  of  your  Lapis 
Armenus.  Vigani  and  I  often  drink  your  health. 
Mr.  Antrobus  sends  his  service. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

W.  VERNON. 

^  He  died  on  the  17th  Januaiy,  the  following  year,  happy,  as 
Dr.  Pulteney  tells  us,  inasmuch  as  **  his  infirmities  and  afflictions,  pain- 
ful and  grievous  as  they  vere,  did  not  prevent  him  from  prosecuting  his 
studies  till  about  three  months  before  his  death." 

'  **  The  new  plates  here  alluded  to  never  were  engraved ;  though 
several  attempts  were  made  to  cany  the  plan  into  execution." — See 
Pulieaey,  i.  p.  267. 
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LETTER  XXXI. 

I>r.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Sick  and  Wounded  Office,  in  Prince*s  Court, 
Wbstminstbe,  March  25th,  1704. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  on  Monday  night  with  Mr.  Vernon, 
who  brag'd  of  his  mighty  acquisitions  he  has  re- 
ceived from  you: — besides  a  great  number  of  beau- 
tifiill  mossesj  six  at  least  perfectly  new. — He  tells 
me  you  design  this  year  to  prosecute  the  search  of 
them ;  and  I  beg  of  you  not  to  forgett  your  oldest 
acquaintance.  I  saw  amongst  the  plants  you  sent 
to  Dr.  Sloane  and  Mr.  Buddie  some  I  wanted, 
which  makes  me  take  the  liberty  of  renewing  my 
request  to  you  for  some  more  of  your  northern 
productions.  We  send  a  vessel  over  this  week  to 
Calais  to  exchange  some  prisoners  at  war.  I  have 
there  a  large  collection  of  dry'd  plants  and  a 
pacquet  of  seeds,  which  I  hope  for  before  the  end 
of  Aprill :  such  as  are  perennial  Fie  send  you  as 
soon  as  I  receive  them.  I  have  at  last  got  a 
servant  to  my  mind,  who  is  very  handy  at  pastmg 
on  my  plants :  I  am  now  among  the  mosses,  but 
want  severall  fair  specimens.  I  hope  to  go  thro* 
them,  as  fast  as  Mr.  Ray's  Supplement  is  printed, 
whereof  twenty  sheets  are  done,  besides  the  Den- 
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drology.  He  designs  a  History  of  English  Insects^ 
with  such  as  are  found  in  the  cabinets  of  our  Vir- 
tuosi :  I  wish  he  may  live  to  finish  it. 

Madame  Hermann  goes  for  Holland  with  the 
first  convoy:  she  has  taken  a  house  in  Channel- 
Row,  Westminster,  designing  to  return  by  August. 
Dr.  Sloane*s  History  of  Jamaica  will  be  soon  fi- 
nished. Mr.  Ray's  Methodus  emendata  et  aucta  is 
come  from  Holland. 

I  am,  with  intire  respect. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  affect,  humble  serv^ 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  XXXII. 


Mr.  Bohart '  to  Dr.  Richardson. 


Sir, 


OxoN,  Aufr  24th,  1704. 


Being  prompted  with  hopes  of  con- 
tributing somethii^  to  your  pleasure  in  your  garden, 
(which  I  know  is  our  interest,)  I  now  send  a  few 

*  Respecting  Jaoob  Bobart,  see  pp.  9-11.  There  are  preserved 
from  him  in  the  Richardson  Correspondence  three  letters,  of  which  I 
extracted  only  this ;  the  other  two  being  little  more  than  lists  of  plants, 
which  he  either  sent  to  Dr.  lUchardson  or  desired  to  receive  from  him. 
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Auriculas'^  which  I  think  may  be  new  to  you ;  I 
being  very  well  satisfied  that  they  are  not  yet  in 
three  places  in  England,  unless  we  reckon  yours 
the  third.  They  are  put  up  in  a  box,  and  are 
distinguished  by  these  names,  agreeable  to  the 
marks.  1.  Hellen,  Painted  Lady.  2.  JRoxana. 
3.  Cassandra.  4.  Rosimus.  5.  Cinthia.  6.  Bella 
Sylvia.     7.  Princess  of  Hess.    6.  Euridera. 

I  suppose  you  have  Mr.  Ray's  most  elaborate 
and  excellent  Supplement,  since  the  publication  of 
which,  Mr.  Petiver  tells  me  that  he  is  upon  the 
business  of  insects,  designing  to  give  us  first  his 
general  method  in  a  sheet  or  two,  and  the  doctrine 
of  the  Papiliones :  I  wish  he  may  live  to  finish  it, 
he  complaining  of  age  and  its  consequences. 

Mr.  Morton  hath  ^ent  lus  his  proposalls  for 
the  History  of  Northamptonshire :  he  is  a  merito- 
rious man,  and  'tis  thought  will  do  it  very  well; 
to  be  ready  for  the  "press  by  our  Lady-Day  next : 
price  twenty  shillings. 

Mr.  Lhwyd  frequently  retires  (for  the  conve- 
nience of  private  studies)  some  miles  off.  His 
work  goes  on,  tho'  not  with  that  celeritie  as  could 
be  wished ;  some  of  his  friends  being  sorry  that  he 
is  so  deeply  engaged  in  antiquities  and  the  nice 
prosecution  of  language  matters,  which  prove  very 
knotty. 

'  TTie  description  of  plants  here  communicated  by  Bobart  to 
Dr.  Richardson,  and  the  names  affixed  to  them,  afford  a  curious  indica- 
tion of  what  Botanical  Gardens  were  in  those  days. 
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I  feare  the  carrier's  houre  is  fully  come^  and 
therefore  must  necessary  break  off ;  but  with  certain 
assurance  that  I  am,  and  shall  be  glad  to  approve 
myself, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  faithfuU  servant, 

JA.  BOBART. 

P.  S.  Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  Mr.  Vice- 
Chancellor  hath  been  so  kind  as  to  build  us  a  new 
house,  where  we  have  room  enough  to  hold  any 
rarities  that  shall  occur. 


LETTER  XXXIII. 
Mr,  Morion}  to  Dr,  Richardson. 

OxENDON,  Nov.  9th,  1704. 

Sir, 

I  receiv'd  your  very  obliging  letter  with 
the  twenty  shillings  inclos'd,  within  a  few  weeks  of 
the  date.  Ever  since  the  receit  thereof,  I  have  been 

'  *'  Mr.  Morton  was  of  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge,  b.a.  1691 » 
M.A.  1695.  He  wos  elected  f.r.8.  in  1703,  and  was  instituted  in 
1706  to  the  living  of  Great  Oxendon,  where  he  for  some  time  before 
had  resided,  probably  as  curate.  He  was  the  author  of  The  Natural 
History  of  Northamptonshire^  with  some  Account  of  the  Antiquities: 
to  which  is  annexed  a  Transcript  of  Domesday  Book,  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  that  County;  London,  1712,  folio.**  Nichols, — There  are 
three  letters  from  him  in  the  Richardson  Correspondence,  two  only 
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abroad  in  the  county,  unless  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays ;  and  that  time  was  consumed  in  copying 
out  my  journal,  and  disposing  the  minutes  under 
their  respective  heads,  and  in  other  necessary 
business ;  so  that  this  is  the  very  first  opportunity 
I  have  of  replying;  and  I  do  now  make  you  my 
thankful  acknowledgements  with  great  sincerity 
and  respect.  I  cannot  do  less  to  a  Gentleman,  who 
has  so  generously  invited  me  to  a  correspondence 
upon  that  part  of  learning,  which  both  my  fortune 
and  inclination  have  engaged  me  to.  My  acquaint^ 
ance  with  Mr.  Ray  initiated  me  early  in  the  search 
and  study  of  plants :  from  the  reading  Dr.  Lister's 
books,  I  became  an  enquirer  after  fossil  shells  ;  and 
my  correspondence  with  Dr.  Woodward,  Dr.  Sloane, 
and  Mr.  Lhwyd,  has  supported  my  curiosity,  and 
borne  up  my  spirits  all  along,  or  indeed  I  had 
desisted  from  pursuing  this  great  work.  I  have 
now  proceeded  so  far,  and  have  found  such  encou- 
ragement from  the  Gentlemen  and  Noblemen  of 
Northamptonshire,  as  will  certainly  enable  me  to 
go  through  with  it.  My  county  has  no  coale  or 
any  other  mines,  which  I  much  lament.  Of  quarry- 
stones  we  have  a  great  variety,  and  a  greater 
variety  of  marine  bodyes  inclos'd  in  the  stone  and 
earths.   If  any  of  them  will  be  acceptable  at  North 

'  of  which  arc  here  printed.  Hie  third  will  be  found  in  Nichols''  Tilus- 
irations  of  Literature,  i.  p.  326.  It  is  the  second  io  order,  and  dated 
1705  :  its  contents  are  quite  uninteresting. 

o3 
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Bierley,  you  may  readily  command  a  parcel.  Have 
you  Mr.  Lhwyd's  Lithohgia  Britannica  ?  You  may 
mention  the  numbers  you  have  a  mind  to  of  the 
Northamptonshire  fossils  there  inserted;  and  I 
will  send  my  duplicates  of  them,  or  of  any  others 
since  discovered;  or, — ^which  would  please  me  most, 
— do  you  go  to  London,  Sir,  this  winter?  My  town 
is  in  the  road,  and  you  would  be  very  welcome  here, 
could  you  give  me  the  honour  of  a  visit,  and  then 
might  take  your  choice  of  whatever  I  can  spare.  I 
am  particularly  obUg*d  to  you  for  the  kind  regard 
you  are  pleased  to  shew  to  my  proposals :  along 
with  this  I  have  troubled  you  with  twelve  of  them, 
haveing  enough. — ^I  shall  give  a  brief  account  of 
the  principal  houses  of  Northamptonshire.  Some  of 
the  Gentlemen  of  your  county  will,  perhaps,  for  that, 
condescend  to  look  into  the  book.  The  returns, 
should  you  meet  with  any,  may,  I  see,  be  safely 
made  by  the  Bradford  carrier;  and  I  should  be 
glad  of  the  names  and  titles  of  those  who  are 
pleased  to  subscribe ;  for  of  course  I  must  print  a 
list  of  them.  My  neighbour,  Mr.  Waterhpuse,  I 
hear,  is  well ;  but  I  do  not  often  see  him. 

I  am.  Sib, 

Your  obliged  friend  and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  MORTON. 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  87 


LETTER  XXXIV. 

Mr.  Buddie^  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

London,  June  13th,  1706. 

Sir, 

If  this  finds  you  alive,  and  in  the  same 
simpling  disposition  and  the  same  kindness  for  me 
as  you  had  when  I  last  saw  you,  I  do  not  doubt  of 

'  Of  Mr.  Buddie  mention  has  already  been  made  in  Note^  p.  45; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  able  to  make  no  addition  to  the 
very  slight  account  there  extActed  iVom  Nichols.  The  historian 
of  British  Botanists  passes  him  by  without  notice  \  and  Dillenius,  as 
well  in  his  edition  of  Ray**  Synopsis  as  in  his  own  Historia  Musco- 
rum,  does  little  more  than  mention  his  name,  adding,  however,  in  tlie 
former  work,  that  he  liad  found  much  that  was  useful  in  his  observations. 
Hiese  observations  are  attadied  to  his  Herbariuntj  now  preserved  in 
the  British  Museum,  and  described  in  Ayscough's  Catahgve  of  the 
Manuscripts  of  that  Collection,  n.  p.  668.  It  b  entitled  Hortus 
siccus  BucUUeanus,  sive  Methodus  nova  Stirpium  Britannicarum, 
ex  Meikodis  Raii  et  Toumefirtii  coUatis^  correcta  et  cum  Nominihus 
et  Synoiupms  auetorum  maximi  ceUberrimorvm,  Buddle*s  oolleo- 
tion  had,  after  his  death,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane ; 
in  the  fifth  volume  of  whose  Correspondence  are  letters  from  him, 
written  in  the  years  1698-1700.  The  Richardson  Correspondence 
contains  seven,  principally  filled  with  lists  of  plants,  now  of  no  interest. 
At  the  same  time,  the  remarks  attached  to  these  lists  are  quite  sufficient 
to  satbfy  me  he  was  one  of  the  most  ardent  and  most  able  Botanists  of 
the  day.  I  am  afraid  he  was  very  poor ;  for,  in  a  letter  apparently 
written  about  three  years  before  this,  but  without  date,  he  says  to  Dr. 
Richardson,  "  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Woodward  this  half  year,  nor  have 
minded  any  thing  of  Botany,  nor  Ibtened  to  any  thing  of  Naturall 
Philosophy,  being  too  intent  upon  the  necessities  of  life  to  think  of  the 
Nngmr 
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an  answer.  I  am  sensible  since  that  time  you  have 
had  a  very  great  misfortune  ;^  but  I  am  in  hopes 
that  by  this  time  your  loss  is  either  wholly  repaired^ 
or  at  least  that  you  are  recovered  froin  your  deep 
sorrow  and  affliction.  I  have  had  some  hints  for- 
merly for  what  I  write  ;  but  how  it  is  with  you  at 
present  I  know  not^  having  not  heard  from  you  nor 
of  you  a  long  time.  My  present  writing  is  to  renew 
our  acquaintance  and  correspondence  ;  and  I  hope 
this  letter  will  be  favourably  received  by  you. — 
You  used  to  talk  of  sending  your  grasses  and 
mosses  to  me ;  and^  if  you  do  yet  intebd  it^  I  do 
promise  to  fix  their  names  and  make  what  additions 
I  can  to  them.  My  mind  is  as  intent  upon  plants  as 
ever :  nay,  I  think  my  ardour  rather  increases ;  for 
having  the  compleating  of  my  English  collection 
always  in  view  makes  me  passionately  bent  upon 
it,  that  I  may  live  to  see  all  our  English  plants 
hitherto  discovered ;  and  I  believe  they  are  almost 
all  discovered.  My  earnest  and  humble  request  to 
you  is,  that  you  would  send  me  fair  specimens  of 
all  the  rare  northern  plants  within  your  reach. 
Here  is  a  delicate  summer  for  the  purpose  ;  cmd,  if 
there  be  any  thing  that  I  can  serve  you  in,  pray 
command  me.  One  thing  I  can  promise  you,  a 
collection  of  most  of  our  English  grasses,  with  the 

'  Alluding  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Richardson  s  first  wife,  whom  he 
lost  with  her  in&nt  in  1702 :  his  second  he  had  married  six  months 
before  the  date  of  this  letter^— See  Memoir  of  the  Richardson  Family. 
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proper  names  of  all  authors  affixed  to  them  ;  for  I 
have  taken  no  little  pains  of  late  about  them.  Pray 
send  me  your  mountainous  grasses^  and  whatever 
else  is  proper  to  your  country ;  and  let  me  have  a 
4ine  or  two  on  the  receipt  of  this ;  and 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

ADAM  BUDDLE. 


LETTER  XXXV. 

Dr.  Uvedale  to  Dr,  Bicharckon. 

Enfield,  April  29th,  1707. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  so  long  since  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  a  line  6*om  you,  that  I  could  not  forbear 
giving  you  the  trouble  of  enquiring  after  your 
welfare,  which  I  heartily  wish ;  the  season  of  the 
year  putting  me  alsoe  in  mind  to  desire  to  know 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  my  reach  which  may  be 
pleasurable  to  you  in  your  garden.  The  war  hin- 
ders all  foreign  correspondence.  I  heard  from  our 
common  friend.  Dr.  Sherard,  this  spring;  but  a 
plague  att  Smjrma  last  year  hindered  him  from 
collecting,  as  he  would  have  done.  Some  few  seeds 
he  sent,  but  nothing  extraordinary :  I  putt  them  in 
the  ground ;  and,  if  any  thing  arises  worth  giving 
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you  account  of^  I  will  do  it.  I  fear  I  lost  something 
in  the  Sea-Horse  Galley^  which  lately  made  a  brave 
fight  with  the  enemy,  and  came  off,  but  was  forc*d 
to  throw  severall  things  over-board  that  they  were 
encumbered  with ;  and,  among  the  rest,  what  came 
to  hand,  to  make  room  and  clear  themselves.  The 
winter  has  been  favourable  to  us ;  but  the  drought 
and  cold  winds  of  the  spring  have  pinch*d  the  plants 
a  little.  If  you  will  favour  me  with  your  commands, 
what  you  can  make  usefiill  to  you  shall  be  sent  to 
your  order,  if  I  can  command  it. 

I  am,  with  great  readiness. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  affec*  friend  and  serv*, 

ROB.  UVEDALE. 


LETTER  XXXVI. 

Mr,  Lhwyd  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Oxford,  June  27tli,  1707. 

Most  Honour'd  Sir, 

It*8  high  time  to  Icjt  you  know  I  am 
still  amongst  the  living,  and  heartily  as  much  yours 
as  I  am  capable.  I  ought  (tho'  I  have  inserted  it 
in  the  Postman  and  Gazette)  to  have  given  you 
earlier  notice  of  the  publishing  the  first  volume  of 
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the  Archaologia  Britannica}  I  present  those  who 
have  contributed  twenty  shillings  or  above  annually 
towards  my  travels^  with  a  book.  I  have  printed 
before  it  the  names  and  quality  of  the  subscribers 
towards  those  travels;  but  your  own, and  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton's, and  some  others  being  accidentally  omitted, 
they  were  afterwards  printed,  and  pasted  in  about 
half  the  impression,  which  serves  as  well,  till  the 
next  volume,  when,  God  willing,  the  catalogue  may 
be  reprinted.  You  have  been  pleased  to  subscribe 
for  six  more,  which  in  all  makes  eight  books ;  and, 
if  Mr.  Thornton  be  curious  to  look  a  little  into  the 
nature  of  these  Celtique  Languages,  a  ninth  shall 
be  added  with  hearty  thanks  from. 

Honoured  Sir, 
Your  ever  obliged  humble  servant, 

E.  LHWYD. 

P.  S.  If  you'd  have  the  books  sent  from  Oxford, 
be  pleas'd  to  write  to  Mr.  William  Lloyd  at  the 
Museum;  and,  if  from  London,  to  myself  at  the 
Seven  Stars  in  Monmouth-Street,  London.  The 
additional  payment  on  each  of  the  six  books  is  nine 
shillings  and  sixpence,  besides  binding  and  letter- 
ing, which  is  two  shillings  and  threepence  a  book. 

1  This  fint  Tolume  of  a  very  valuaUe  work  was,  in  the 
language  of  the  author,  devoted  to  Ghuogmphy^  and  contained 
Seme  QceamU,  additimuU  to  what  has  hiiherto  been  published,  of 
the  Languages,  Histories,  and  Customs  of  the  Original  Lthabitants 
cf  Great  Britain*  From  Collections  and  Observations  m  TraveU 
through  Wales,  Cornwall  Bas  Bretagne,  Ireland,  and  Scotland, — 
The  author  did  not  live  to  puhlttb  a  second  volume. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 

Mr.  Lhteyd  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

OxFOED,  December  6th,  1707. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  know  not  whether  a  letter^  I  sent 
you  upon  my  return  from  London  ever  came  to 
hand. — ^I  acquainted  you  therein  that  I  had  ven- 
tured the  sending  six  books  to  York,  to  an  old 
acquaintance  of  mine,  one  Mr.  Oswald,^  curate  to 
Dr.  Fall'  of  York.  I  had  paid  the  carriage  of  these 
books  at  London,  and  have  been  all  this  while  m 
expectation  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Oswald.  The 
grounds  I  Jiad  then  for  sending  them  thither  was, 
that  the  Bishop  of  CarUsle  had  taken  off  twenty 
for  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland;  and  that  made 
me  hope  that  six  might  go  off  at  York,  which, 
hearing  nothing  all  this  while  from  Mr.  Oswald, 
I  now  begin  to  conclude  was  a  mistake.  I  know 
not  whether  I  told  you  before  that  Mr.  Baxter* 

• 

'  The  letter  here  referred  to  is  dated  September  9thy  1707,  and 
b  preserved  in  Dr.  Richardson's  Correspondence.  Its  contents  are 
nearly  the  same  as  those  of  the  present  letter. 

2. 3  M  j(^y^  James  Oswald  was  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford,  incor- 
porated from  Edinburgh. — Dr.  James  Fall  was  made  Precentor  in  the 
Cathedral  of  York,  1691,  and  Prebendary  of  Cleveland,  1700.  He 
died  June  Idth,  1711.**  Nichols. 

^  For  an  account  of  this  very  learned  scholar  and  his  writings, 
see  Nichols*  Literary  Anecdotes,  i.  p.  163.  (Note.) — There  are  few 
men  who  deserve  to  be  held  in  higher  esteem  as  judicious  critics  than 
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(who  is  the  some  that  has  published  Pindar  and 
Horace)  has  written  an  account  of  the  book  to 
Dr.  Sloane^  which  is  to  be  inserted  in  the  PhUa- 
saphical  Transactions^  either  now  in  the  press  or 
just  printed.  Scheuchzer's  Iter.  Alpinum  will  be, 
as  I  am  told,  published  in  a  week  or  two.  I  have 
but  just  time  to  save  the  post,  when  I  have  sub- 
scribed myself. 

Most  honoured  Sir, 

Your  ever  oblig'd  humble  servant, 

EDW.  LHWYD. 


LETTER  XXXVIII. 

Mr.  Lhtoyd  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

OxroKD,  October  8th,  1708. 

HoNouRBD  Sir, 

This  hopes  to  find  you  in  perfect  health,  and 
brings  you  the  humble  and  hearty  respects  of  an 
old  friend. — I  writ  to  you  some  months  since,  and 
sent,  as  I  remember,  some  of  Mr.  Baxter's  letters 
with  it,  but  perhaps  you  never  received  either; 

W.  Baxter.  For  myself,  though  just  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty,  I  wd) 
remember  how  much  I  was  indebted,  as  a  school4)oy,  to  his  exceUeot 
edition  of  Horace,  which  stiU  preserves  its  high  character,  notwith- 
standing the  recent  labours  of  Doering  and  so  many  others.  The  p^^er 
here  alluded  to  on  Mr.  Lhwyd's  woric  appeared  in  No.  811  of  the 
Philosophical  TransacHcns. 
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the*,  if  you  did,  there  was  nothing  that  required 
any  answer,  further  than  that  I  should  be  glad  to 
hear  of  your  health.  You  would  oftener  hear  from 
me,  but  that  I  seldom  have  any  thing  worth  write- 
ing.  Those  papers  should  have  come  by  Mr.  Nevill, 
junior,  who,  altering  his  design  of  goeing  into  the 
countrey,  told  me,  some  time  after,  that  he  had 
sent  them  by  another  hand.  I  had  before  that 
another  disappointment  of  sending  you  an  account 
of  Scheuchzer^s  Itinera  Ai/nna,^  having  received  it 
from  Dr.  Thorpe,  the  publisher,  in  quires,  some  time 
before  'twas  published.  In  the  mean  time  I  had 
letters  from  Dr.  Thorpe  and  Dr.  Robinson,^  to  de- 
sire me  to  draw  up  an  account  of  it  in  my  own 
name,  to  be  inserted  in  the  PhiL  Transactions ; 
upon  which  I  review'd  the  book,  and  made  it  much 
larger.  Dr.  Robinson  acquainting  me  they  wanted 
materials  very  much  for  their  Transactions :  so  I 
suppose  they'll  print  it  in  the  next.    TTie  Doctor 

'  The  first  edition  of  this  veiy  instructive  and  entertaining 
work,  containing  three  of  his  tours,  was  published  this  3rear  at  the 
expense  of  the  Royal  Sodety :  the  editor.  Dr.  John  Thorpe,  -was  a 
Physician  at  Rochester,  and  author  of  several  works  connected  with 
the  Histoiy  and  Antiquities  of  that  Ci^,  where  he  died  1750.  An 
account  of  him  is  given  in  the  Literary  Anecdotes^  m.  p.  509.  Of 
Sdieuchser  himself,  Haller  tells  us,  in  his  Bibiiotheca  Bottmiea^  that 
lie  was  "  PfaysieeB  universas,  Geodesise,  et  Historic  studiosus :  vir 
laboris  indefessi.** 

3  The  Dr.  Robinson  here  alluded  to  was,  most  probably.  Dr. 
Tancred  Robinson,  who  was  Physician  to  George  i.,  and  wrote  several 
papers  for  the  Royal  Society. 
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tells  me  that  Mr.  Buddie  hath  *drawn  up  a  new 
Sjfnapsis  Plant.  Brit.;  but  that  he  doubts  whether 
he  can  get  it  printed  ;*  tho*  he  supposes  it  a  very 
considerable  improvement  of  Mr.  Ray's,  who,  he 
says,  wanted  many  things  to  compleat  his.  He  ^ 
adds  that  he  improves  the  niethod  by  the  help  of 
Toumefort,  Rivinus,  &c.  and  that  he  often  refers  to 
figures  and  corrects  vicious  ones.   ** 

Mr.  Ray's  observations  upon  EngUsh  insects, 
&c.  are  lately  given  to  the  Royal  Society ;  as  also 
some  other  fragments  observed  in  England  and 
abroad,  as  inscriptions,  descriptions  of  animals, 
minerals,  &c.  which  *tis  hoped  they'll  soon  publish. 
I  had  news  last  post  that  Langius's  Historia  Lapi- 
dum  Figuratiyrum  Helvetia^  was  just  come  to 
London ;  but  as  yet  onely  two  copies,  directed  for 
me,  one  whereof  I  am  to  send  to  the  Royal  Society. 
Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Bobart  are  well  and  hearty.  A 
few  lines  at  your  leasure  would  be  exceeding  well- 
come.  The  first  thing  I  design  to  publish  will  be 
only  an  8vo.  in  Latin,  containing  an  account  of  the 
method  observed  by  the  ancient  Gauls  and  Britons, 
in  the  naming  of  persons  and  places  :«  perhaps  you 

^  The  study  of  Natural  Histoiy  must  have  been  at  that  time 
at  a  low  ebb  in  England ;  for  even  Ray,  as  we  have  before  seen,  had 
been  obliged  to  send  his  woriu  to  Holland  to  be  printed.  For  this  of 
Buddie's  we  must  presume  no  publisher  could  be  found. 

^  Caroli  Nicolai  Langii^  Historia  Lapidum  Jiguratorum 
Helvetia^  pag^,  165,  iabb.  anetg  52,   Veneiiis.  1708.  4  to. 

^  This  never  appeared. 
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may  supply  me  with  some  names  of  Mountains  and 
Rivers  of  Yorkshire,  not  to  be  found  in  the  Maps, 
some  of  which  might  illustrate  or  confirm  other 
observations. 

I  am,  honoured  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

EDW.  LHWYD. 

P.  S.  Are  there  no  Irish  or  British  Manuscripts 
to  be  heard  of  in  all  your  countrey  ;  or  any  barba- 
rous Manuscripts? 


LETTER  XXXIX. 

Mr.  Thoresby  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Lbbds,  February  23rd,  1708-9. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Being  retum'd  from  a  London  journey, 
I  take  myself  obliged  to  give  so  good  a  friend 
as  you  have  always  been  a  short  account  of  my 
tour;  and  the  rather,  because  several  eminent 
Virtuosos  enquired  particularly  for  you  at  Gresham 
College,*  where  one  of  your  letters  was  read  with 
great  satisfaction.    The  most  obliging  Dr.  Sloane 

^  The  meetings  of  the  Royal  Society  were  at  first  held  at 
Gresham  College ;  and  diey  continued  so  to  be  till  the  purchase  of  the 
liouse  in  Crane-Court,  in  1711,  to  which  they  were  then  transferred, 
and  there  were  continued  tin  about  the  year  17S0,  when  apartments 
were  assigned  to  the  Society  in  Somerset-House. 
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is  especially  your  servant.  The  Venetian  Ambas- 
sador (who  was  lately  admitted)  was  twice  there  ; 
with  the  Dutch  Envoy  and  other  curious  foreigners, 
who  were  pleased  with  some  experiments  made  by 
the  air-pump,  &c. —  I  saw  there  some  valuable 
manuscripts  taken  by  Gustavus  Adolphus.  I  need 
not  tell  you  what  valuable  ones  I  met  with  in  the 
C!ottonian  Library;  but  I  was  surprized  to  find  so 
prodigious  a  number  of  original  charters,  bulls, 
manuscripts,  as  are  of  late  collected  and  purchased 
at  vast  rates  daily  by  Mr-  Harley  (the  late  secre- 
tary).— I  was  especially  pleased  with  some  of  the 
excellent  Bishop  Stillingfleet*s,  that  relate  to  York- 
shire. I  had  also  the  perusall  of  the  famous  Record 
in  the  Exchequer,  Domesday  Booke,  and  liberty  to 
transcribe  what  was  for  my  purpose,  by  the  favour 
of  Norroy  our  King  at  Arms  ;*  who,  with  Mr.  Dale,' 
allowed  me  the  like  favour  at  the  Herald's  OflSice, 
where  I  took  particular  notice  of  your  pedigree. — I 
was  pleased  to  see  them  in  their  formalitys  (the 
Union  Arms  being  richly  embroidered)  upon  the 
Queen's  birth-day  at  St.  James's,  where  was  a 
vast  concourse  of  the  first-rate  nobihty,  by  many 
of  whom  I  had  been  kindly  receiv'd  and  shew'd 
variety  of  curiositys,  (as  their  severaU  genii  in- 
clined them,)  at  their  respective  houses;   but  by 

^'  ^  The  office  of  Norroy  King  at  Arms  was  then  held  by  the 
celebrated  antiquary,  Peter  Le  Neve ;  and  Robert  Dale  was  Suffolk 
Herald  Extraordinary. 
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none  more  than  the  Lord  High  Admirall/  who 
has  made  noble  additions  to  his  invaluable  mu- 
seum, and  particularly  a  Roman  Bos  of  five  pounds 
weight, — There  is  an  account  of  it  in  the  new 
edition  of  Baron  Spanhemius'iVumi^mafa/which  the 
Prussian  Ambassador  sent  f'  Sir  Andrew  Fountain/ 
(who,  by  the  way,  showed  me  his  own  museum, 
which  I  take  to  be  the  best  in  England  for  our 
own  country-moneys,  &c.)  to  desire  the  catalogue 
of  my  coins,  which  he  seem*d  surprised  with^  and 
took  excerpta.  The  Countess  of  Burlington  shewed 
me  the  original  manuscript^  writ  by  the  first  memo- 

^  Prince  George  of  Denmark. 

^  Other  specimens  of  these  Roman  coins,  with  the  impress 
of  an  ox,  whence  their  money  originally  derived  the  name  of  pecunia^ 
are  figured  by  Montfaucon,  in  his  AntiguitS  Expliquee,  iii.  t,  88.  In 
our  days,  American  paper-money  of  different  value  commonly  passes 
under  the  name  of  the  ox,  or  other  ani^nab,  engraved  upon  it ;  such 
figures  being  intelligible  to  every  one,  while  many  could  not  decipher 
the  amount,  as  written.  A  very  interesting  account  of  this  journey  of 
hn  to  London  will  be  found  in  Thoretbjfn  Diary,  ii.  p.  17-42. 

*  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  of  Narford  Hall,  in  Norfolk,  was 
Vice-Chamberlain  to  Caroline,  Queen  of  Geoi^  n.  and  was  a  deeply- 
learned  man,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  eminent  connoisseurs  in  coins, 
medals,  paintings,  prints,  &c.  of  his  day,  which  lasted  from  1665  to 
1 753.  His  collection  of  earthenware,  some  of  which  is  said  to  have 
been  painted  by  the  hand  of  Raphael,  was  considered  unrivalled.  His 
library  was  most  select  and  rich.  These,  with  his  manuscripts,  pictures, 
prints,  &c.  have  descended  to  the  heir  of  his  estates  and  name,  the 
present  Andrew  Fountaine,  Esq.,  who  has  the  still  greater  good  fortune 
to  inherit  his  ancestor's  mantle,  as  a  man  of  taste  and  a  thorough 
specimen  of  an  English  country-gentleman. 

^  This  manuscript  is  referred  to,  and  some  passages  quoted  firom 
it,  in  Sir  Egerton  Brydges'  edition  of  Collins^  Pg^agcy  vii.  p.  136. 
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rable  Earl  of  Corke,  which  gives  an  account  of  his 
rise,  &c.  At  Dr.  Sloane's  I  was  taken  up  with 
viewing  six  or  seven  volumes  of  original]  drawings 
and  paintings  relating  to  the  several  parts  of  the 
Indys,  as  to  the  animalls,  plants,  habits,  customs, 
&c.  which  cost  him  a  prodigious  sum  of  money. 
The  fretfull  Dr.  W.,  I  think,  designed  to  revenge 
your  quarrel  upon  me ;  for,  tho*  I  went  twice  at  the 
strict  times  he  appointed,  I  saw  nothing  to  purpose. 
I  was  earnestly  soUcited  to  go  for  Oxford,  and  stay 
sometime  at  University  College,  where  Dr.  Hudson® 
had  provided  me  lodgings;  but  the  extremity  of  the 
season  would  not  permit.  The  Bishops  of  Roches- 
ter,* Sarum,**  Ely>^*  Carlisle,"  Lincoln,"  &c.  (not  to 
mention  our   own    excellent  Archbishop,**  upon 

®  Of  the  veiy  learned  Dr.  John  Hudson,  the  editor  of  Thucy- 

dides,  Lonffinus,  Josephus,  &c.  many  particulars  will  be  found  in  the 

Life  of  Heamej  and  a  full  account  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Athenm 

Oxanienseg,  it.  p.  451.     Originally  a  poor  boy,  he  worked  his  way  in 

Oxford  by  his  talents,  his  industry,  and  his  character,  till,  after  having 

for  some  time  enjoyed  a  Fellowship  of  University  College,  he  arrived  at 

the  high  office  of  Principal  of  St.  Mary*s  Hall,  which  he  held  till  his 

death  in  1719.     In  his  situation  as  first  Librarian  to  the  Bodleian 

Library,  he  came  into  collision  with  Hearne,  which  has  gained  him 

unfortunate  celebrity ;  for  one  of  the  great  antiquary's  standing  maxims 

seems  to  have  been,  "  Nemo  me  impune  lacesset,**  the  motto  o£  the 

order  of  the  Thistle:  perhaps  he  would  also  have  added,  '*  if  any  one 

does  ofiend  me, 

Fkbit.  et  tniigois  toU  eantabitar  urbe.'* 

5  Dr.  Thomas  Sprat.  ^^  d^,  w.  Nicolson. 

^0  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet.  ''  Dr.  W.  White. 

'*  Dr.  John  Moor.  ^*  Dr.  John  Sharp. 

h2 
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whom  I  waited  in  the  first  place)  shewed  me  great 
variety  of  curiositys,  as  original  paintings,  most 
rich  medals  (especially  of  the  house  of  Hanover) 
in  gold,  some  of  them  worth  £30  a  piece  in  the 
intrinsick  value;  curious  manuscripts,  and  some 
books  printed  in  the  infancy  of  that  art,  more  rare 
than  them,  &c.  I  was  with  several  of  the  Deans, 
and  other  authors  of  the  clergy  and  of  the  laity, 
amongst  whom  I  was  especially  pleased  with  Mr. 
Nelson,  who  has  printed  Prayers  upon  the  Feasts 
and  Fasts  of  the  Church ;  **  and  who,  with  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  (who  is  President  of  the  Royal  Society) 
and  all  before  named,  obliged  me  with  their  names 
in  my  travelling  album/®    But  I  am  tedious,  and 

^^  Robert  Nelson,  Esq.  one  of  the  most  learned  and  pious  lay- 
men of  our  country ;  of  whom,  and  of  his  publications,  see  an  account 
in  the  Literary  Anecdotes,  iv.  p.  188. 

^^  This  is  not  the  first  indication,  in  this  Correspondence,  of 
Thoresb/s  passion  for  autographs,  his  collection  of  which  was  large,  and 
forms  no  unimportant  feature  in  the  Catalogue  of  his  Museum,  ap- 
pended to  his  Ducatus  Leodensis,  In  the  very  first  of  his  letters  to  Dr. 
Richardson,  a  letter  I  have  not  extracted,  he  asks  him  for  one  of 
Mr.  Vernon*s ;  and  says,  "  when  you  seek  for  it,  you  may  perhaps  find 
some  others  of  your  learned  correspondents.**  Bit  myself  by  the  same 
tooth,  I  have  a  fellow-feeling  for  those  suffering  under  this  mania.  In 
such  a  case,  it  is  some  comfort  to  a  man  to  find  himself  in  good  com- 
pany ;  and  accordingly  I  have  a  satisfaction  in  subjoining  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  written  by  John  Evelyn  to  Thoresby,  and  printed 
in  his  Correspondence,  i.  p.  345.  *'  As  to  letters  and  autographs  of  emi- 
nent and  famous  persons,  I  was  once  master  of  a  glorious  assembly  by 
abundance  of  original  papers,  which  a  relation  of  mine,  who  had  tlie 
disposal  of  the  inventor}'  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  prime  minister  of  state 
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forget  both  your  time  and  my  own,  (which  is  pre- 
cious at  this  juncture,)  and  fear,  too,  that  what  I 
designed  for  your  diversion,  wil  by  the  tediousness 
be  a  burden  to  you;  which  wel  m'eant  error  please 
to  pardon  in. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  serv^ 

RALPH  THORESBY. 

P.S.  Pray  let  me  know  whether  this  scribble 
reach  you. 

Amongst  the  authors,  I  might  have  mentioned 
some  of  the  female  sex,  as  the  Bishop  of  Sarum's 

to  Queen  Elizabeth,  made  me  a  present  of;  among  which  were  divers 
letters  under  the  luuids  of  the  then  Emperor,  Kings  of  France,  Spain, 
Denmark,  Sweden  ;  Electors,  &c.  and  other  potentates,  ambassadors, 
&c.  with  sundry  otlier  original  papers,  relating  to  the  weightiest  matters 
of  state  then  on  foot ;  besides  not  a  few  I  had  gotten  of  most  of  the 
considerable  in  public  employment  during  the  reign  of  King  James  i., 
together  with  a  great  number  of  their  seals  ;  and  was  still  augmenting, 
till  the  late  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  hearing  I  had  some  among  them  of 
tlie  Maitlands,  his  ancestors,  and  others  under  the  hand  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  came  to  my  house  under  pretence  of  a  visit,  but  indeed 
to  borrow  the  perusal  of  them  for  a  few  days,  with  prombe  to  return 
them  in  a  very  short  time  ;  but,  like  a  true  Scotsman,  never  intending 
it ;  and  for  all  the  instances  I  could  make,  putting  me  off,  tiU,  himself 
dying,  his  library  was  sold,  and  I  bereaved  of  a  treasure  I  greatly 
valued ;  and,  though  I  sought  for  them  when  the  books  were  exposed, 
my  papers  could  not  be  found.  This,  witli  what  else  I  lost  of  what 
I  lent  Dr.  Burnet,  mentioned  as  received  of  me  for  his  History  of  the 
Reformation  (pretended  to  have  been  lost  by  the  negligence  of  the 
printers,)  did  so  break  and  interrupt  my  collection,  that  I  easily  parted 
with  tliose  few  were  yet  left  to  a  friend  of  mine  in  this  town,  wlio  liad 

Hd 
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Lady,*^  and  Mrs.  Elstob  :*®  the  former  has  writ  a 
Method  for  Devotion^  the  latter  translated  a  piece 
of  Monsieur  Scudery  from  the  French^  and  added 
some  of  her  own,  and  is  for  giving  us  a  more  cor* 
rect  edition  of  Sir  John  Spelman's  Saaon  Psalms,  in 
which  tongue  she  is  a  great  proficient,  and  has  writ 
that  in  my  album,  &c. 


LETTER  XL. 


Mr,  Buddie  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Grat'b  Ikn,  May  28th,  1709. 

Sir, 

I  write  you  a  letter  of  thanks  for  the 
plants  you  sent  me  last  year,  and  again  heartily, 
and  particularly  for  the  Helleborine  foliis  pralon^is 

begun  to  gather  ;  but  who  (cautioned  by  my  credulity)  will  not  be  so 
easily  imposed  upon.  But  thus.  Sir,  have  I  been  deprived  of  being 
able  to  gratify  that  laudable  design  of  youi^s,  in  which  I  wish  you 
better  success." 

17  <*  Bishop  Burnet's  second  wife  was  a  lady  of  great  piety  and 
considerable  erudition.  She  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Blake,  Knight,  and  was  married  at  the  age  of  seventeen  to  Robert 
Berkley,  Esq.,  who  left  her  a  widow  in  1693.**  Nichols, 

1^  The  name  of  Mrs.  Elstob  is  too  well-known  for  it  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  say  a  word  about  it :  as,  however,  there  may  be  some  **  so 
thoroug^y  themselves  unknown"  as  to  be  unacquainted  with  her  and 
her  works,  it  may  be  well,  for  the  sake  of  sudi,  to  mention  that  an 
account  of  her  will  be  found  in  the  Literary  Anecdotes,  iv.  p.  1 12. 
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angustis,^  and  the  Chamdemorus^  on  my  own  ac- 
count, and  for  the  others  on  the  account  of  my 
friends,  to  whom  they  were  very  acceptable;  for 
I  always  distribute  them  as  far  as  they  will  go; 
and  finding  you  to  be  of  that  kind  communicative 
temper  makes  me  the  more  forward  to  trouble 
you.  Botany,  with  all  other  branches  of  Naturall 
Philosophy,  have  for  some  years  been  at  a  stand ; 
but  I  hope  much  from  the  ensuing  peace,'  of  which 
I  expect  the  next  post  will  bring  us  certain  grounds ; 
for  last  Wednesday  was  the  last  day  prefixt  for  the 
King  of  France  returning  the  preliminaries  sign'd 
to  the  Hague :  they  are  forty  in  number  in  this 
day's  Daily  Currant.  As  for  my  being  an  author, 
I  have  prepared  a  book  ready  ;*  but  we  can't  agree 
about  a  method.  I  have  jumbled  Mr.  Ray's  and 
Mr.  Toumefort's  together :  (they  are  both  dead :) 
some  think  I  favour  too  much  Mr.  Toumefort, 
which  is  a  reflection  upon  Mr.  Ray,  which  I  am 
sure  I  do  not  design ;  neither  would  I  offend  any 
of  his  living  admirers ;  but  I  find  he  that  would 
please  every  body  must  never  print. — I  do  intend 
to  let  you  see  my  designed  method  in  a  little  time. 

'  Serapias  longifolia,  Fl.  Ang.  ^  Rubus  ChafiuBmorus, 

^  Notwithstanding  the  expectations  thus  generally  entertained, 
and  founded  upon  the  most  advantageous  propositions  on  the  part  of 
the  King  of  France,  the  war,  which  had  begun  in  1702,  was  continued 
without  interruption  till  it  was  terminated  by  the  Peace  of  Utrecht 
in  1713. 

^  See  on  this  subject  Mr.  Lliwyd*s  letter,  p.  95. 
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— ^You  were  pleased  to  say  you  would  send  me 
some  seeds  and  roots  of  your  northern  plants : 
they  would  be  extreamly  wellcome  to  me  and  to 
Chelsea  Garden,*  which  is  now  putting  into  very 
good  order ;  and  in  the  first  place  we  design  (for 
I  call  myself  of  the  number)  to  cultivate  all  the 
rare  English  plants  we  can  get  to  grow  there ; 
and  I  hope  you  will  answer  our  longing  expectation 
of  some  from  you,  in  answer  to  which  I  promise 
you  the  seeds  or  roots  of  any  plants  growing  in  the 
garden,  which  I  assure  you  is  very  much  improving. 
I  have  no  more  to  say  now;  but  beg  specimens, 
or  your  remarks  on  the  following  catalogue. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

AD.  BUDDLE. 

^  The  Chebea  Garden  wbs  originally  founded  by  the  Apothe- 
caries* Company  in  1673 ;  but,  as  appears  by  this  letter,  it  languished, 
and  had  little  more  than  a  precarious  existence,  till  the  freehold  of  the 
land  was  given  to  the  Company  in  perpetuity,  by  Sir  Hans  Sloaue,  in 
1721,  a  further  occasion  of  noticing  which  will  be  afforded  in  the  course 
of  this  volume.     Since  that  time  it  has  continued  to  flourish ;  and, 
indeed,  could  not  &il  so  to  do,  under  the  superintendence  of  such  men 
as  Rand,  Miller,  Hudson,  Alchome,  and  Curtis.    The  talents  and  care 
of  the  present  gardener,  the  excellent  Mr.  William  Anderson,  preserve 
it  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  Botanical  establbhments  for  useful 
and  medicinal  plants,  which  is  any  where  to  be  seen. 
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LETTER  XI.I. 
Mr,  Hearne^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

OxoN,  February  18th,  1711-12. 

Honour'd  Sir, 

Four  or  five  days  since  I  receiv'd  your 
letter  from  Mr.  Nevil,  in  which  you  have  been 
pleas'd  to  communicate  to  me  an  account  of  several  "^ 

^  If  there  be  one  antiquary  whose  name  is  more  generally 
known,  and  whose  memory  is  more  generally  cherished,  among  tliose 
of  his  own  pursuits,  than  are  the  name  and  memory  of  any  other, 
that  one  is  assuredly  Thomas  Heame — the  most  zealous,  the  most 
industrious,  the  most  useful,  and  probably  the  best  informed  of  all  that 
ever  lived.     Hb  publications,  in  themselves  almost  a  library,  are  the 
ornament  of  the  greater  part  of  the  most  important  collections  of  books 
in  this  kingdom.  Their  number,  and  the  nature  and  the  quality  of  their 
contents  are  alike  surprising ;  and  particularly  so,  if  it  be  considered 
that  their  author  ended  his  life  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  fifty- 
seven,  having  been  bom  in  1678  and  died  in  1735.    His  autobiography, 
published  with  the  Lives  of  his  two  worthy  compeers,  John  Leland  and 
Anthony  h.  Wood,  is  an  interesting  piece  of  literary  history.     Of  his 
letters  in  this  correspondence,  I  have  selected  about  half;  more  than  I 
should  otherwise  have  done,  but  for  the  desire  to  omit  nothing  which 
might  tend  to  throw  light  upon  the  literary  career  of  such  a  man 
during  the  period  which  these  letters  embrace,  from  1712  to  1734. 
The  whole  are  printed  in  Nichols  Literary  Ulustrations,  i.  p.  301- 
312.     Taken  collectively,  they  form  an  admirable  illustration  of  the 
restless,  inquisitive,  persevering  mind  of  the  writer — the  only  description 
of  mind  that  ever  effects  much — a  mind  intent  upon  a  single  object ;  as 
the  rays  of  the  sun  tlien  only  kindle  a  flame  when  collected  in  a  convex 
lens. 
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antiquities  disco ver'd  in  Yorkshire.     The  observa- 
tions  and  remarks    you   have  made    upon   each 
particular,  are  undenyable  proofs  of  your  excellent 
judgment  and  learning;   and  I  think  myself  ex- 
tremely obliged  to  you  upon  this  account.     I  shall 
have  a  proper  occasion  of  making  use  of  them  in 
my  Review;^  and  then  I  will  not  forget  publickly 
to  acknowledge  how  much,  not  only  myself,  but 
all  such  as  are  studious  of  our  English  Antiquities 
are  indebted  to  you.     What  I  said  at  the  end  of 
the  first  volume,  concerning  Mr.  Thoresby's  brass 
instruments,  was  proposed  only  as  conjecture ;  and 
I  leave  the  whole  intirely  to  you  and  others,  who 
are  much  better  judges  of  these  things  than  I  am. 
I  cannot,  however,  but  acquaint  you  that  Begerus 
assigns  these  instruments  to  the  same  use  I  have 
done,  and  makes  them  Roman.  This  I  have  learned 
since  I  writ  and  published  my  Discourse.     The 
Roman  Celtes  were  used  chiefly  in  cutting  letters 
upon  sepulchral  monuments.     Such    monuments 
were  always  look'd  upon  amongst  the  Romans  as 
sacred;   and  great  penalties  were  ordered  to  be 
inflicted  upon  such  as  should  violate  them.    These 
penalties  are  sometimes  expressed  in  the  inscrip- 
tions.  We  have  instances  in  our  Theater-Collection. 
And  the  punishment  extended  itself  beyond  the 

'  What  is  here  alluded  to  is  the  Review  ofLeland's  Itinerary ^ 
consisting  of  various  reeding  corrections,  &c.  subjoined  to  the  ninth 
volume  of  the  original  edition  of  that  work : — ^see  the  following  letter. 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  107 

stone  ;  even  to  some  yards  of  ground  on  each  side 
of  it.  Hence  in  frante  and  in  agn?  on  several  of 
them.  Since,  therefore,  these  monuments  were 
esteemed  to  be  so  holy,  and  they  were  so  rigorous 
and  severe  in  inflicting  punishments  upon  those 
that  abused  them,  we  need  not  at  all  wonder  that 
brass  instruments  (which  they  judg'd  to  be  sacred) 
should  be  employed  in  cutting  their  monumental 
inscriptions,  and  in  other  cases  of  the  same  nature. 
Your  other  observations  I  shall  consider  at  leisure; 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  subscribe  myself. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  XLII. 
Mr.  Hearne  to  Dr.  Bichard$(m, 

OxoN,  August  12th,  1712. 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  received  your  letter*  with  the  in- 
scription, for  which  I  am  much  oblig'd  to  you. — I 
am  very  well  pleas'd  with  your  interpretation  of  it, 

'  So  Horace,  in  the  eighth  Satire  of  his  First  Book : 

**  Mine  pedes  in/nmte,  treoentOB  cippus  in  agrum^ 
Hie  dabet,  beredes  momumcntiim  ne  eeqiieretur.*' 

^  In  May,  1712,  and  consequently  between  the  date  of  this  and 
tlie  preceding  letter,  it  appears,  from    Tfwreaby's  Diary,  that  Dr. 
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and  agree  with  you  as  to  the  time  of  the  letters ; 
tho'  I  wish  that  there  had  been  some  date  on  the 
monuments ;  at  least,  that  we  had  some  account  of 
the  true  antiquity  of  the  Priory  in  the  Monasticon. 
— You  will  find  my  opinion  about  the  Stunsfield 
tessellated  pavement  at  large^  in  my  Discourse.'^ 
I  might  have  confirmed  what  I  have  said  about 
Apollo  Sagittarius,  from  other  monuments,  had  it 
been  necessary.  The  figure  of  the  animal  will 
agree  well  enough  with  the  poetical  accounts  of 
the  Python,  as  it  will  with  other  stories  that  are 
related  of  Apollo.  I  am  now  printing  the  ninth 
and  last  volume  of  the  Itinerary.  This  will  contain 
the  Cygnea  Cantio,  and  the  excellent  commentary 
upon  it,  together  with  my  review  of  the  whole 
work.  When  this  is  done,  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
print  the  Collectanea;  but  this  must  be  done  by 
contributions ;  and  part  of  the  money  must  be  paid 
beforehand,  as  you  will  see  by  my  proposals.  I 
hope  I  shall  meet  with  due  encouragement.  That 
will  induce  me  to  do  other  things  of  the  same 

Richardson  was  in  Town,  and  that  he  and  Tlioresby  were  repeatedly 
together.  No  particulars,  however,  respecting  this  voyage  to  London 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Richardson  Correspondence. 

2  This  Discourse  upon  the  Stuf^field  Tessellated  Pavement, 
with  some  new  Observations  about  the  Roman  Inscription  that 
relates  to  the  Bath  Fabrica,  is  prefixed  to  the  eighth  volume  of 
Heame's  edition  of  Leland's  Itinerary,  and  is  itself  preceded  by  an 
engraving  of  that  pavement,  apparently  one  of  the  most  interesting 
and  perfect  that  is  known. 
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nature.  I  do  not  doubt  of  your  assistance ;  and  'tis 
possible  other  gentlemen  in  your  parts  may  be 
ready  to  promote  such  designs.  I  am  with  great 
esteem. 

Sir, 
Your  ever  oblig'd  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

Mr.  Petiver  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  September  11th,  1712. 

Worthy  Sir, 

I  am  just  retum'd  from  makeing  a  trip 
to  the  Bath  and  Bristow,  which  was  the  reason  I 
answered  not  your  very  kind  letter  sooner.  I  am 
very  much  oblig'd  to  you  for  the  very  generous 
proflFer  in  assisting  me  with  dry  specimens  towards 
the  compleating  my  Icones  Plantarum  Britannia,^ 
which  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  me. — I  have 
therefore  annexed  a  catalogue  of  such  as  are  most 

^  **  Mr.  Petiver  neglected  no  opportunity  of  augmenting  the 
English  Flora.  He  was  the  first  discoverer  of  many  English  plants, 
as  well  as  of  other  natural  productions,  some  of  which  he  figured  in  the 
Gazophylacium ;  but  he  meditated,  and  in  part  executed,  (a  work 
that  had  not  been  attempted  before)  a  set  of  distinct  figures  of  British 
plants.  Unfortunately,  he  did  not  live  to  finish  it.  This  work,  which 
distinguishes  Petiver  as  an  auxiliary  to  English  Botany,  bears  the 
title  of  A  Catalogue  of  Mr.  Raj^s  English  Herbal,  illustrated  with 
figures.  The  work  ends  with  the  seventeenth  class.**  Pulteneg,  u. 
p.  35. 
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peculiar  to  your  parts  and  Wales ;  and  duplicates  of 
such  of  tbem  as  you  can  spare  will  be  very  welcome. 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  take  a  herborizing  journey 
with  you  into  Wales  next  summer,  if  I  do  not  make 
a  tour  into  France^  which  I  have  some  thoughts  of 
doing,  if  health,  peace,  and  plenty  crown  my  wishes. 
I  was  this  day  at  Chelsey  Garden,  where  we  dined 
at  the  Swan,  itt  being  our  last  herborizing  till  next 
spring. — I  am  now  finishing  my  cognizance  of  the 
most  curious  plants  we  have  rais'd  there  this  sum- 
mer, which  I  design  for  the  ensuing  TVansactions, 
and  think  to  give  the  figures  of  a  dozen  of  the 
most  rare,  in  a  table,  after  the  manner  of  my  Her-- 
hall?  And  if  there  be  any  amongst  them,  or  those 
I  have  already  published,  that  you  desire  specimens 
of,  if  you  please  to  let  me  know,  I  wiD  gladly  send 
them,  or  whatever  else  you  shall  desire;  being  very 
ambitious  to  approve  myself. 

Kind  and  worthy  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  and  very  affectionate  friend 

and  humble  servant, 

JAMES  PETIVER. 

^  This  he  did  in  N«  282,  ander  the  title  of  Botanicum  Bor^ 
iesue,  and  continued  it  in  seren  separate  tracts,  to  N^  846. 
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LETTER  XLIV. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  Dr.  Ricftardson. 

November  22nd,  1712. 

Sir, 

It  is  some  time  since  I  proposed  you 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Royall  Society,  as  a  person 
extreamly  well  qualified,  by  your  knowledge  in 
Naturall  History  and  other  learning,  for  promot- 
ing the  very  good  ends  of  their  Institution.  I  was 
seconded  by  severall  persons,  who  knew,  or  had 
heard  of,  your  abilities  and  worth.  Lately,  there 
being  a  great  meeting,  you  was  elected  a  member, 
of  which  I  wish  both  you  and  the  Society  joy  and 
successe.  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  now  and  then 
to  communicate  to  the  Society  such  things  as  are 
proper  and  fall  in  your  way.  I  remember  you  said 
you  had  severall  letters  from  Mr.  Lhwyd.* 

I  am  with  great  sincerity. 

Your  most  obedient  serv*, 

HANS  SLOANK 

^  He  had  died  three  years  before :  thirteen  of  his  letters  were 
printed  by  Derham  in  1718,  in  his  TC^ume  of  JRa^s  Correspondence, 
Lhwyd,  according  to  Dr.  Pulteney,  left  a  large  collection  of  manu- 
scripts, which,  with  his  library  and  specimens,  were  in  1728  all  in  the 
custody  of  Dr.  Fowlkes  of  Llanher,  who  died  soon  afterwards.  With 
their  future  &te  Dr.  Pulteney  is  unacquainted,  fiMher  than  that  the 
printed  books  were  vahied,  and  the  refusri  of  tlien  offered  to  the 
Duke  of  Bedford. 
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LETTER  XLV. 

Dr,  Richardson  to  Sir  Hans  Shane. 

North  Bie&let,  November  29th,  1712. 

Worthy  Sir, 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  great  honour 
the  Royall  Society  have  done  me,  in  electing  me  a 
Fellow;  and  particularly  of  the  favourable  character 
you  was  pleased  to  give  of  me  to  that  learned  body, 
which  I  heartily  wish  I  could  in  any  respect  answer, 
that  I  might  be  usefull  to  yourselfe,  the  publique, 
or  to  any  particular  member  of  your  Society,  which 
to  my  power  I  wil  endeavoure  to  be,  by  commu- 
nicating such  observables  as  at  any  time  occurr  to 
me.  So  many  of  Mr.  Lhwyd's  letters*  as  I  have 
now  by  me  I  have  inclosed,  and  sent  them  by  such 

'  Since  the  first  sheet  of  this  volume  was  printed  (see  Note 
p.  18)  my  excellent  friend*  Mr.  Konig,  has  had  the  kindness  to  examine 
these  letters,  and  to  communicate  to  me  the  following  particulars 
respecting  them : — **  They  are,  I  must  confess,  upon  the  whole,  very 
uninteresting  at  the  present  day  ;  the  topics  on  which  Lhwyd  wrote 
to  his  friend  being  almost  entirely  confined  to  herborizations,  unsatis- 
factory descriptions  of  fossils,  particularly  vegetable  impressions  on 
coal-filate,  and  some  literary  intelligence  of  little  importance.  There 
are  in  the  same  collection  others  to  Dr.  Morton,  with  whom  Lhwyd 
seems  to  have  been  more  intimate.     Of  those  to  Dr.  Richardson, — 

N<^  1,  from  Sootchburgh,  near  Tenby,  March  28th,  1697*S,  chiefly 
on  ooal-plants,  with  remarks  on  their  probable  origin  and  on 
petri&ctions  in  general,  is  an  answer  to  a  letter  received  from 
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a  hand  as  I  am  certain  wil  deliver  them  safe  to 
you.  I  doubt  not  but  you  wil  be  very  well  satisfyed 
with  the  perusall  of  them^  and  be  sensible  of  the 

Dr.  Richardson,  after  'so  long  an  interruption  of  corres- 
pondence.' 

N°  2,  from  Chepstow,  May  ISth,  1698,  descriptive  of  fossils^ 
chiefly  of  coal-slate  impressions  from  the  Forest  of  Dean, 
accompanied  by  drawings,  which  are  engraved  in  the  Litho^ 
phylacium, 

N^  3,  Dol  Gelhay,  August  21st,  1689,  acknowledgement  of  receipt 
of  letter,  and  general  remarks  on  a  few  fossils  collected  in 
Wales.  On  the  back  Dr.  Richardson  has  written, '  Nothing 
in  this  letter.' 

N°4.  Hay,  in  Brecon,  September  19th,  1698,  congratulates  the 
Doctor  on  his  '  noble  discoveries  on  the  squamous  impressions 
and  mock-spiders,  if  we  may  so  call  them.'  He  goes  on  to 
say,  '  we  have  made  no  observations  so  considerable  as  this 
latter,  in  all  our  rambles  through  Wales ;'  and  he  subjoins  an 
account  of  some  plants  from  that  part  of  the  country. 

N^5.  Gogerdhau  in  Cardiganshire,  April  18th,  1699,  with  a 
drawing  of  Tubularia  indtvisa,  Z.,  under  the  name  of 
Adianti  aurei  minimi  facie  planta  marina,  by  which 
appellation  it  is  described  in  JRatf^s  SynapaiSy  p.  31,  and 
nearly  in  the  same  terras  as  in  this  letter.  Lhwyd  com- 
municated a  similar  description  and  figure  of  it  to  the  Royal 
Society,  by  whom  it  was  figured  in  the  Philosophical  Tram^ 
actions,  xxviii.,  t.  81. 

N®  6.  Denbigh,  July  drd,  1699.  General  remarks  relative  to 
objects  of  Natural  History;  particularly  observations  on 
living  toads  found  in  rocks. 

N^  7.  Hebton,  October  2l8t,  IVOO.  Botanical  observations,  and 
some  notices  on  the  Cornish  Language,  then  still  spoken  in 
some  parts  of  the  country. 

N*^  8.  At  Mr.  Pierce's,  near  Buday,  Gloucestershire,  Easter-Day, 
1702.  Dr.  Richardson  intending  to  make  a  tour,  and  to 
take  London  and  Oxford  in  his  way,  Lhwyd  advises  htm  to 
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great  loss  natural  learning  has  sustained  by  his 
death.  You  wil  find  in  one  of  them,  that  the  great 
crime  Dr.  Woodward  lays  to  Mr.  Lhwyd's  and  my 
chargQ,  in  relation  to  the  abstracts  of  some  of  the 
letters  printed  in  the  Lithophyladum  Brittmnicum, 
by  adding  the  letters.  Dr.  FF.,  was  done  by  Dr. 
Robinson,  contrary  to  either  of  our  knowledge, 
which  might  as  well  have  been  left  out,  tho*  the 
matters  of  fact  therein  are  true. 

Your  obliged  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 

P.  S.  The  letters  are  at  your  service:  I  do  not 
expect  them  returned. 

visit  certain  learned  persons  and  museums  which  he  points 
out  in  his  letter. 

N<>  9.  Oxford,  March  27th,  1703.  Condoles  with  Dr.  Richardson 
on  the  death  of  his  wife,  '  which,*  he  says,  '  was  the  more 
surprizing  to  me,  in  regard  I  had  not  heard  of  your  being 
married.'    Some  botanical  observations  and  literary  news. 

N°  10.  Oxford,  December  22nd,  1703.  Zoological  and  other  news. 

N<>11.  Oxford,  May  22nd,  1704.  Respecting  the  publication  of 
his  own  works  and  some  literary  news. 

N^  12.  Oxford,  July  16th,  1 704.  Literary,  of  no  interest  at  present. 
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LETTER  XLVI. 
Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Aichardson. 

Oxolf.»  February  8th,  1712^13. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  note  of  subscribers,  sent  with 
your  last  letter  of  the  23rd  of  last  month,  is  a  neW 
testimony  of  your  kindness  to  me,  and  of  your 
readiness  to  pi^mote  our  English  antiquities.  In- 
deed, it  far  exceeds  my  expectation.  I  knew  that 
you  wtHild  be  a  subscriber  yourself;  but  I  could 
not  imagine  that  you  would  at  the  same  time  send 
me  so  many  additional  ones.  As  I  shall  always 
have  a  just  regard  for  your  exceDent  learning,  so 
I  shall  withall  retain  a  very  gratefall  sense  of  your 
favours ;  and  I  desire  that  you  would  now  accept 
of  my  thanks,  and  be  pleas'd,  if  you  think  it  proper, 
to  tender  my  humble  service,  and  thanks  also,  (as 
opportunity  offers,)  to  those  gentlemen  that  have 
thought  fit,  by  your  interest,  to  promote  this  un- 
dertaking. I  am  likewise  extremely  obliged  to  you 
for  the  inscription,  which,  tho'  pretty  modem,  is 
yet  very  remarkable,  and  what  will  deserve  at  some 
time  or  other  to  be  made  publick  in  other  curious 
papers  of  the  same  nature.^    I  shall  be  wholly  at 

^  I  do  not  find  bj  the  Catalogue  of  Heame's  works,  that  this 

inscription  was  ever  published. 

i2 
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liberty  to  put  the  Collectanea  to  the  press  at  the 
time  I  proposed ;  and,  if  I  Uve  to  finish  that  work, 
I  design  to  publish  another  greater  work,  in  which 
I  have  taken  some  pains,  and  which,  I  hope,  may 
be  for  the  common  good  of  learning.  What  that 
work  is,  I  forbear  at  present  to  mention ;  because 
I  would  not  seem  too  forward  in  discoursing  about 
any  of  my  own  affairs  ;  and  'twill  be  time  enough 
to  make  it  more  publickly  known,  when  all  things 
are  ripe  for  putting  the  design  in  execution.  If 
you  light  upon  any  remarks  in  old  EngUsh  prose 
or  verse,  relating  to  our  EngUsh  Monasteries, 
Churches,  Chapells,  Libraries,  &c.  (which  you  think 
something  singular,  and  are  withall  usefuU,)  if  you 
communicate  them,  they  wiD  be  very  acceptable ; 
and,  if  pubUshed,  a  due  acknowledgment  shall  be 
made  of  the  hand  that  sent  them. — I  will  send  you 
receipts  for  the  subscriptions  when  the  money  is 
paid,  and  am. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  ever  obliged  humble  servant, 

THO,  HEARNE. 


w    .        * 
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LETTER  XLVII. 

Mr.  Morton  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

OxENDON,  October  10th,  1713. 

Worthy  Sir, 

You  have  herewith  a  small  present 
of  the  fossils  of  this  country,  with  references  to 
the  names  and  descriptions  of  them  in  the  Natural 
History  of  Northamptonshire.  The  references  you 
will  find  noted  on  a  small  square  piece  of  paper : 
with  every  particular  fossil,  its  proper  reference. 
This,  tho'  so  smaD  a  collection,  yet  is  the  best  I  have 
had  opportunity  of  making,  since  my  return  to 
Oxendon ;  and  I  hope  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
you,  who  are  very  skilfull  and  curious  in  this  part 
of  learning,  and  have  shew'd  that  regard  to  the 
Natural  History  of  Northamptonshire  to  dispose  of 
six  of  them  amongst  your  countrymen. 

My  work  having  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
favorably  receiv'd  by  the  fittest  judges  in  London 
and  the  two  Universitys,  I  may  reasonably  hope 
you  do  not  wholly  dislike  the  performance.  Now 
that  work  is  published,  I  am  more  at  leisure  for 
the  service  of  my  friends,  and  of  yourself  in  parti- 
cular, who  may  very  freely  command  me  in  any 
thing  in  my  power  that  will  be  pleasing  or  service- 
able to  you.     But,  as  to  the  originals  from  whence 

Id 
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the  figures  in  the  prints  of  the  Natural  History  of 
Northamptonshire  were  taken,  they  were  left  at 
London  with  Dr.  Sloane,  upon  obligations  he  had 
generously  laid  upon  me. 

I  shou'd  be  very  glad.  Sir,  to  wait  on  you  in 
this  county,  and  do  not  quite  despair  of  seeing  you 
in  Yorkshire.  I  frequently  drank  your  health  with 
my  friend,  Mr.  Buddie,  and  other  of  the  London 
Botanists,  an4  shall  be  always,  with  my  best 
wishes. 

Sir, 

Your  very  faithfull  bumble  servant, 

J.  MORTON. 


LETTER  XLVIIL 
Dr,  Richardson  to  Mr.  Thoresby. 

NoETH  BisELEY,  September  12th,  1715. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  almost  run  over  your  elaborate 
book,^  and  with  very  much  satisfaction ;  and  have 
considered  what  way  I  could  answer  Mr.  R.'s  and 
your  request,  by  giving  the  world  an  account  of  it; 
but  I  find  it  impossible  to  do  justice  to  your  inde- 
fatigable labours,  by  bringing  that  into  a  narrower 
compass  than  the  nature  of  the  work  requires;  and 

'  The  PucQiuB  Leodeiuis,  which  was  published  the  precediqg  month. 
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I  must  own,  in  a  treatise  of  so  many  different  sub- 
jects, to  give  a  due  spirit  to  each,  requires  a  much 
better  genius  than  mine ;  and,  by  giving  a  general 
account  of  it,  I  am  sensible  I  cannot  give  your 
book  its  due  character.  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  you  will 
pardon  my  declining  this  task,  and  impute  it  not 
to  any  disrespect  of  the  society  nor  of  yourself,  for 
both  which  I  have  a  very  great  esteem,  and  shall, 
with  all  due  respect,  ever  subscribe  myself, 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

RICH.  RICHARDSON. 

P.  S.  I  perceive  you  have  not  seen  Elizabeth 
Stainton*s  monument  at  Kirklees,  a  true  transcript  of 
which  you  may  find  in  Leland's  Itinerary j  ix.  p.  1 76, 
which  I  copied  myself  from  the  original :  the  in- 
scription upon  Robin  Hood's  grave  was  never  legi- 
ble in  my  time,  and  is  now  totally  defaced;  insomuch 
that  neither  the  language  nor  character  is  to  be 
distinguished ;  only  you  may  perceive  it  was  written 
about  the  verge  of  the  stone.  I  have  heard  Dr. 
Armitage  say,  (who  was  most  part  of  his  time  at 
Kirklees,)  that  he  could  read  upon  it  "  *  *  * 
Hie  jacet  Robertus  Hood^filius  secundus  Comitis  de 
Huntingdon,  *  *  * ;"  but  I  must  own,  tho' 
he  was  a  person  of  merit,  I  gave  little  credit  to  this 
report. 
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LETTER  XLIX. 

Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

OxoN.,  October  I7tb,  17154 

Honoured  Sir, 

This  morning  I  receiv'd  the  flFavour  of 
your  letter,  together  with  the  stone  bead  (as  I 
think,  at  present,  you  rightly  call  it,)  that  was  in- 
closed. I  desire  you  to  afecept  of  my  thanks  for 
this  curiosity,  which  I  shall  preserve  by  me  as  a 
token  of  your  kindness.  It  is  the  first  I  have  seen. 
But  I  have  not  yet  time  to  consider  it,  my  printer 
keeping  me  in  full  imploy.  I  have  just  finished  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  in  Greek  and  Latin^  in  capital 
letters,  and  am  now  printing  Joannis  Rossi,  Anti^ 
quarij  Warwicensis,  Regum  Angli(B  Historia}  But  I 
print  a  very  smaU  number;  nor  Tvill  the  times  suflFer 
me  to  venture  upon  a  larger.  I  likewise  thank 
you  for  your  Notes  about  the  Celts.  I  am  very 
unwilling  to  dissent  from  so  good  a  judge  as  you 

1'  3  Of  the  former  of  these  works,  only  one  hundred  and  twenty 
copies  were  printed  :  of  the  latter,  only  s'xty.  Tlie  first,  which  has 
never  been  reprinted,  is  now,  perhaps,  the  most  rare  of  all  Heame's  pub- 
lications. Dr.  Dibdin,  in  the  jEdes  AlthorpiantB^  says  he  has  known 
a  copy  sell  for  £20.  It  was  published  at  10<.;  and  only  a  year  alter  it 
appeared,  Mr.  Baynes  wrote  to  Dr.  Richardson,  who  wanted  a  copy, 
that  Mr.  Heame  himself  had  one,  but  would  not  part  with  it  under 
a  guinea. 
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are.  I  am  not  very  fond  of  conjectures,  and  am 
therefore  very  ready  and  willing  to  hearken  to 
what  can  be  alleged  by  any  one.  My  humble  ser- 
vice to  your  good  brother.  I  am  glad  you  are 
pleased  with  the  Collectanea,  and  am,  with  the 
utmost  respect, 

Honour'd  Sir, 

Your  most  obUged  humble  serv^ 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  L. 


Mr.  Baynes^  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Universitt  College,  August  drd,  1716. 

Worthy  Sir, 

I  have  sent  you  this  week  by  the  carrier, 
and  I  hope  you  will  receive  them  safe,  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles  J  Tittis  LiviuSy  &c.  and  Alfred  of  Bever- 
ley.  I  have  put  down  your  name  for  Mr.  Roper's 
J^if^  of  Sir  Thomas  Moore,  the  Chronicon  Godsto- 
nianum,  and  the  Description  of  Fairford  Church 
Windows;  all  which  Mr.  Hearne  designs  to  give 
you  in  an  eight-shilling  volume,  about  two  months 
hence ;  and  will,  when  that  labour  is  over,  publish 

^  Of  Mr.  Baynes  I  know  nothing  more  than  tliat  he  was  of 
University  College,  Oxford,  from  which  he  dates  his  letters.  Of  these 
there  are  three  in  this  Correspondence,  all  on  similar  subjects  :  this, 
here  extracted,  is  the  third. 
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Camden  8  Elizabethan  of  which^  he  tells  me,  he  has 
a  c(^y^  wilii  many  large  and  us^U  additions  under 
the  Author's  own  hand.  You  see  how  great  is  the 
diligence  of  this  man ;  how  unwearied  he  is^  allmost 
as  the  sun  ;  how  he  seeks  to  enlighten  and  scatter 
all  the  darkness  which  covers  the  ages  before  him. 
Our  Sacred  and  Civil  History  suflfer'd  an  irrepara- 
ble loss  at  the  dissolution  of  our  Monasteries ;  for 
the  Monks  first  wrote  the  Chronicles  of  their  times, 
and  then  preserved  them,  with  other  books  of  all 
kinds,  in  their  librarys ;  but  these  librarys,  sharing 
the  fate  of  the  religious  houses  they  belonged  to, 
were  destroyed,  and  we  deprived  of  the  light  and 
views  they  would  have  given  us  into  the  times  which 
preceded  their  destruction.  The  weight  of  this  loss, 
which  we  have  ever  since  felt,  your  friend  of  Ed- 
mund Hall  seeks  to  lighten;  while  with  incredible 
diligence  and  curiosity  he  strives  to  recover  what- 
soever escaped  the  sacrilege  of  those  times.  I 
drank  your  health  some  time  agoe  with  him  and 
Mr.  Bobart,  who  both  send  their  humble  service  to 
you:  to  theirs',  give  me  leave,  in  a  very  particular 
manner,  to  joyn  the  best  services  and  wishes  of, 

Worthy  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

BENJ.  BAYNES. 
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LETTER  LI. 
J>r.J.  Steratd}  to  Dr.  Bicftarthan. 

Maek-Lane  in  London,  August  4th,  1716. 

Sir, 

I  lately  receiv'd  letters  from  my  bro- 
ther. Consul  Sherard,  in  which  he  tells  me  that  he 
designs  to  return  for  England  next  winter,  or  spring 
at  farthest,  in  order  to  finish  his  Pincuv;^  but  says, 
that  time,  and  perhaps  too  much  generosity  in  im- 

^  James  Sherard,  m.d.  and  p.r.8.,  was  a  respectable  Apothecary 
in  Mark-Lane,  London,  where  he  occasionally  inade  a  public  exhibition 
of  rare  plants — a  study  in  which  he  was  a  great  proficient  In  the  latter 
part  of  life  the  deg;ree  of  Doctor  of  Physic  was  conferred  upon  him ; 
and,  having  become  eminent  in  his  profession  and  opulent,  (indeed,  so 
opulent,  that  he  is  said  to  have  left  a  fortune  of  iS  160,000,)  he  retired 
to  his  country  seat  at  Eltham  in  Kent,  where  he  much  devoted  himself 
to  the  care  of  his  garden,  one  of  the  finest  in  England,  and  above  all 
others  fortunate  in  having  been  immortalized  by  the  pen  and  pencil  of 
Dillenios,  who  published  a  Catalogue  of  its  contents  in  two  folio 
volumes,  under  the  title  of  Hartus  ElihamensU.  Many  particulars 
relative  to  that  work  will  be  found  in  this  Correspondence,  in  which 
Dr.  James  Sherard  appears  as  an  active  naturalist,  but,  particularly 
towards  the  dose  of  his  life,  in  &r  from  an  amiable  character.  He 
died  Februaiy,  1737-^.  He  does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  an 
fuitbor. 

'  This  is  1^  curious  proof  how  much  Sherard  had  it  at  heart  to 
complete  his  projected  new  edition  of  C.  BauhMs  Pinax,  mention 
of  which  is  made  in  many  subsequent  letters  in  this  Correspondence, 
By  some  of  tliem,  it  appears  tliat  he  even  imposed  upon  Dillenius  the 
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parting  to  others,  has  rendered  his  collection  im- 
perfect, especially  of  English  plants,  and  therefore 
recommends  it  to  me  to  procure  for  him  what  rare 
and  scarce  English  plants  I  can  meet  with  against 
his  return ;  and  particularly  desires  me  to  write  to 
you,  who,  he  says,  he  is  sure  will  furnish  me  with 
what  are  most  curious  in  the  North.  This  assurance 
seems  to  intimate  a  former  friendship,  which  I  hope 
may  in  some  measure  excuse  this  freedome ;  and, 
indeed,  the  pleasure  I  take  myself  in  things  of  this 
nature  makes  me  the  more  ready  to  engage  in  this 
bold  request ;  for,  of  late,  the  love  of  botany  has  so 
far  prevailed,  as  to  divert  my  mind  from  things  I 
formerly  thought  more  matterial,  and  has  put  me 
upon  making  excursions  into  the  countrey  some 
distance  from  London,  where  I  have  met  with  a 
great  many  of  Mr.  Ray's  topical  plants  upon  the 
spot,  and  some  few  not  known  before  to  grow  in 
England. — I  did  design  to  have  visited  the  North 
and  Wales  this  summer,  but  was  prevented  by 
Mr.  Stonestreet's  sudden  death,  who  had  promised 

task  of  finishing  it  after  his  death.  That  it  remains  incomplete  is  but 
too  well  known.  Not  so,  however,  the  industry  he  employed  upon  it. 
Mr.  Baxter,  the  very  obliging  and  able  Curator  of  the  Oxford  Botanic 
Garden,  where  Sherard's  papers  are  deposited,  lately  (July,  1834)  in- 
formed me  on  this  subject,  *'  Sherard*s  manuscript  edition  of  the  Pinax 
is  very  extensive,  and  comprises  twelve  parcels,  containing  in  the  whole 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  books  in  4to.,  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pages  each ;  but  I  am  not  sure  if  this  is  the  whole  of  the  work ; 
as  I  find  one  of  the  books  numbered  as  high  as  three  hundred  and 
eighty-six. 
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to  accompany  me  on  that  occasion,  and  in  whom  I 
have  a  great  loss,  being  very  much  indebted  to 
his  friendship.  Mr,  Petiver  and  Mr.  Rand^  have 
hitherto  been  so  kind  as  to  go  out  someCimes  for 
ten  or  twelve  days  with  me,  but  can't  conveniently 
leave  their  affairs  in  London  so  long  as  this  journey 
may  require  :  if  it  please  God  that  I  live  another 
year,  I  hope  I  may  then  persuade  my  brother,  or 
some  other  agreeable  friend,  to  undertake  this  voy- 
age with  me,  that  I  may  personally  acknowledge 
your  favours.  And  if  any  thing  I  have  be  acceptable, 
or  any  way  I  can  be  serviceable  to  you,  please  to 
let  me  know,  and  you  may  be  assured  of  my  best 
endeavours,  who  am  with  very  much  respect. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  serv*, 

JAMES  SHERARD. 

^  The  name  of  Isaac  Rand  is  inseparably  connected  with  the 
Physic  Garden  at  Chelsea,  of  which  he  was  the  first  Curator  after 
Sir  Hans  Sloane*s  donation,  and  in  connection  with  which  he  published 
two  works,  the  Index  Plantarum  Officinalium  Harti  Chelseiani,  in 
1730,  an  8yo.  volume,  containing  five  hundred  and  eighteen  plants  of 
the  Materia  Medica,  with  an  account  of  their  medical  uses ;  and,  nine 
years  subsequently,  in  the  same  form,  a  Horti  Ckeheiani  Index  Com^ 
pendiarius.  The  latter  contains  many  more  plants,  but  only  the 
names.  There  is  also  a  paper  of  his,  on  the  same  subject,  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,  He  died  1743.  In  this  Correspondence 
are  two  letters  from  him,  both  addressed  to  Brewer;  nor  does  it  appear 
that  he  was  known  to  Dr.  Richardson.  Their  contents  are  unim- 
portant. 
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Sir, 


LETTER  LII. 
Dr,  J.  Skerard  to  Dr.  Aicharctstm. 

London,  April  llth,  1717. 


To^morroTT  I  shall  send  you  by  Bradford 
carrier,  a  box  of  July-fldwers^ :  I  am  assured  they 
are  very  good. — ^Those  tied  up  in  paper  and  bound 
with  matting-thread,  I  have  procured  from  Chelsea 
Garden,  and  other  friends ;  but  for  all  the  rest  you 
are  obliged  to  the  famous  Florist,  Mr.  Uoyde,  to 
whom  I  applyed  under  the  favor  of  Mr.  Rand,  who 
has  been  also  very  kind  in  assisting  me  in  getting 
all  the  rest,  and  helpfull  in  packing  of  them  up.  I 
hope  they  will  come  safe ;  but  they  happened  to 
come  to  hand  unluckily  the  same  day  that  the 
carrier  went  out  of  London ;  so  we  have  nursed 
them  as  well  as  we  could  a  whole  week ;  but  they 
seem  to  be  in  pretty  good  condition;  and  to-morrow 
I  will  lay  what  obligations  I  can  upon  the  carrier's 
servant  to  take  a  particular  care  of  them  on  the 
road.  Please  to  send  for  them  as  soon  as  they 
arrive. 

I  am  disappointed  of  my  brother's  company 
this  summer :  he  happened  to  come  in  a'  ship  that 
had  the  plague  in  it,  and  was  forced  from  Sicily, 
where  he  intended  to  have  come  on  shore;  and  lay 
afterwards  a  long  quarantine  at  Leghorn,  which  has 
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broke  his  first  measures ;  so  has  resolved  to  pass 
this  summer  abroad^  and  hopes  to  see  England  the 
latter  end  of  the  year. — I  don't  certainly  know 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  come  this  sunmier  into 
the  North  and  Wales;  but  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  whether  the  journey  can  be  performed  in  a 
coach^  or  whether  I  must  bring  horses ;  for  my 
way  of  travelling  hitherto  has  been  in  a  light  chaise 
with  two  horses ;  and  my  servant  rides  a  third,  to 
change  or  putt-to  as  occasion  serves ;  but  I  am  told 
4hat  some  parts  of  these  roads  are  not  passable  for 
a  coach.  But  if  I  cou'd  hire  horses  in  the  coimtry, 
to  carry  me  thro'  the  narrow  roads,  and  to  meet  me 
at  convenient  distances,  I  had  then  rather  come 
with  my  own  horses  than  trust  to  saddle-horses, 
which  are  not  used  to  journeys ;  and  by  this  means 
I  might  sometimes  ease  and  give  rest  to  my  coach- 
horses. 

Mr.  Petiver  has  been  very  ill,  and  is  so  broke^ 
that  I  cannot  hope  for  his  company :  neither  can 
I  yet  fix  on  another  companion,  which  is  some 
disappointment  to  me. — I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
how  the  July-flowers  prove,  who  am  with  very 
much  respect. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obliged.humble  serv^ 

JAMES  SHERARD. 

^  He  died  a  twelve-month  after  the  date  of  this  letter. 
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LETTER  LIII. 

Mr.  Hearne  to  Dr,  Richardson, 
,  Edm.  Hall,  Oxok..  June  17th,  1717. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Upon  my  return  out  of  the  country, 
where  I  had  been  in  quest  of  antiquities,  I  found 
yours  of  the  5th  instant. 

I  am  sorry  your  agent  should  neglect  to  sub- 
scribe. I  suppose  ^ossi  Historia  regum  Anfflia 
may  be  one  of  the  books  you  want.  But  it  is  so 
very  rare,^  that  I  cannot  be  master  of  it  myself.  The 
last  I  had  I  bought  of  one  of  the  subscribers, 
namely,  Mr.  Hall,  of  Queen's  College  ;  and  I  gave 
thirty  shillings  for  it.  It  was  for  a  learned  man. 
But  I  know  not  where  to  have  another. 

Mr.  Baynes  hath  subscribed  for  Camden's 
Elizahetha  for  you;  and  I  shall  deliver  it  to  him 
when  finished. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  got  some  inscrip- 
tions that  may  be  of  use  in  my  inquiries.  I  have 
many  things  of  that  nature;  some  collected  by 
myself,  and  others  communicated  by  friends.  What 
you  shall  transmitt  will  be  of  great  service,  parti- 
cularly in  my  present  circumstances,  being  excluded 
from  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  not  permitted  to 

'  Sec  Note  to  Heame's  letter,  p.  120, 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  129 

have  the  benefit  there  o£  a  common  student,^  which 
is  the  reason  that  I  cannot  now  give  you  any 
account  of  the  Transcript  of  Kerby's  Inquest  relat- 
ing to  Lincolnshire,  that  is  in  the  Bodleian  library. 
I  do  not  know  but  Mr.  Thoresby  can  give  you 
some  satisfaction  as  to  this  point. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

THO.  HEARNE. 

P.  S.  I  believe  you  are  acquainted  with  some 
of  the  Chapter  of  Lincoln.  If  so,  I  wish  you  would 
be  pleased  to  ask  them  whether  they  have  not  a 
box  of  papers  relating  to  Dorchester,  near  Oxford, 
and  another  relating  to  the  Priory  of  Dorchester. 
A  resolution  of  this  query  will  be  of  use  to  me. 

^  The  prosecution  against  Hearae,  which  produced  in  the  first 
place  his  temporary  exclusion  from  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  afterwards 
his  being  prohibited  printing,  had  begun  some  years  before  the  date  of 
this  letter.  It  could  not  be,  after  the  events  of  the  last  four  reigns,  but 
that  the  spirit  of  party  should  run  high  ;  and  no  one  who  has  been 
within  the  influence  of  that  spirit,  either  as  an  agent  or  a  patient, 
can  fiiil  to  know  the  extremes  to  which  it  is  sure  to  hurry  its  unfortu- 
nate votaries.  What  was  particularly  unlucky  for  Heame,  he  was  a 
Jacobite  and  a  non-juror,  and  was  not  a  man  to  conceal  his  sentiments, 
to  which  indeed  he  had  given  the  fullest  publicity  in  his  praise  of 
Dodwell,  who  was  of  the  same  opinions,  prefixed  to  his  edition  of 
that  author^s  Dissertation  on  Woodward's  Shield.  Subsequently, 
indeed  in  the  very  year  when  this  letter  was  written,  some  far  stronger 
passages  in  his  Prefiu;e  to  CamdenCs  Elizabetha  gave  more  deadly 
offence ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  a  plea  was  made  of  his  holding, 
contrary  to  the  statutes  of  the  University,  another  office  in  conjunction 
with  the  second  librarianship  of  the  Bodleian ;  and  he  was,  as  here 
mentioned,  excluded  from  the  library  and  his  post. 
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LETTER  LIV. 

I 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 


London,  Febmaiy  18tfa,  1717*18. 

Dear  Sir, 

After  the  necessary  visits  paid  here 
at  my  return,  I  can't  forbear  troubUng  my  old 
acquaintance,  and  assuring  them  how  glad  I  am  to 
hear  they  are  alive  and  well.  As  you  are  one  of 
the  oldest  of  them,  I  write  to  you  the  first,  and 
return  you  hearty  thanks  for  your  favours  to  my 
brother,  whom  you  have  so  far  incourag'd  as  to 
make  him  in  love  with  Botany,  whereby  he  wUl  be 
a  very  able  assistant  to  me  in  my  Pinaa^:  he  gives 
you  his  service,  and  threatens  to  accept  of  your 
kind  invitation  of  visiting  you,  the  Northern  and 
Welch  plants,  this  summer ;  and  I  beUeve  I  may 
accompany  him. 

I  am  very  much  press'd  for  several  EngUsh 
plants,  to  send  to  three  foreign  correspondents,  who 
are  all  about  printing,  but  stay  till  I  can  send  them 
over  the  EngUsh  specimens  they  desire  to  be 
satisfied  in.  Mr.  Vaillant,  at  Paris,  has  finished 
his  History  of  the  Plants  about  that  City,*  but  is 

1  Of  Vaillant,  Haller  says — "  Prodemonstrator  plantarum  Horti 
Regii  Parisini,  Chirurgus,  sed  botanioo  studio  addictissimus.  In  plantis 
difficilibua,  Muscis,  Fungis,  Lichenibus,  plantis  alioquin  ob  pairita- 
tem  suam  et  difficilem  inventionem  minib  notis,  felix  et  aocuimtus. 
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doubtful!  of  several  of  Mr.  Ray's^  especially  fuel, 
grasses,  and  mosses.  He  wants  but  few  of  them ; 
but  without  comparing  them  is  fearfull  of  multi- 
plying  species. 

Mr.  Aubriet,  the  King's  painter,  that  travell'd 
with  Dr.  Toumefort,  lives  in  the  same  house  with 
him  at  the  garden,  and  has  designed  what  are  new 
or  not  well  figur*d^  particularly  the  Musci,  with 
their  heads,  the  grasses,  and  twenty-eight  Orchides.^ 
There  are  two  hundred  and  fifty  desseins  in  all, 

multa  addidit  Tournefortianis,  novamque  methodum  natural!  proximam 
meditabatur,  nisi  morte  fiiisset  interceptus."  (BibL  Bot  n.  139.) — 
He  first  appeared  as  an  author  in  the  Philosophical  Traruactians^ 
N^  954,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  Dr.  W.  Sherard  :  subsequently,  he 
published  several  papers,  all  on  the  subject  of  Botany,  in  the  Memoires 
de  rAcademie  Rayale  des  Sciences:  but  his  Botanicon  Parisiense, 
the  work  here  alluded  to,  was  not  printed  till  1727,  five  years  after  his 
death,  when  it  was  given  to  the  world  by  Boerhaave :  it  forms  a  hand- 
some folio  volume,  with  thirty-three  plates.  Sir  James  E.  Smith,  who 
examined  Vaillantfs  Herbarium  at  Paris,  was  of  opinion,  from  his 
manuscript  observations,  that  he  was  a  much  better  Botanist  than  is 
generally  supposed ;  and  he  adds,  that  **  he  had  formed  excellent 
conjectures  about  the  affinities  of  many  new  plants,  as  well  as  the 
synonyms  of  many  old  ones.*" — Tour  on  the  Continent  i.  p.  118. 

'  These  are  the  drawings  which  form  the  plates  of  the  Botanicon 
Parisiense.  The  name  of  Aubriet  nowhere  appears  as  an  author :  as 
an  artist,  he  was  eminent.  Toumefort,  in  his  Voyages,  i.  p.  2,  after 
speaking  of  him  as  his  companion,  gives  him  nearly  the  same  praise  as 
Dr.  Sherard  does : — His  words,  in  the  translation,  are,  "  Mr.  Aubriet,  of 
Chalons  in  Champagne,  is  no  less  industrious  than  skilful  in  painting 
in  miniature  the  plants  of  the  Royal  Garden.  Nothing  has  hitherto 
been  seen  so  beautiful  in  that  way ;  and,  accordingly,  his  ability  has 
merited  him  the  place  of  Painter  of  the  King's  CZMe/."— Many  of  the 
figures  of  plants,  of  which  Antoine  de  Jusiieu  gives  an  account,  under 
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which  will  set  that  part  of  Botany  in  a  clear  light : 
to  do  him  justice,  he  is  the  most  accurate  Botanist 
I  ever  knew^  and  the  most  cordial.  I  am  in  hopes 
he'll  live  to  finish  his  New  Method,  which  you  will 
be  charm'd  to  see.  I  am  looking  over  my  brother's 
specimens  for  him ;  but  I  know  he  wants  several, 
besides  the  Mtisci  and  Fungi.  When  I  have  done, 
rie  beg  your's  and  other  friends'  assistance;  not 
being  able  to  furnish  him  time  enough  with  my 
own,  which  are  all  pack'd  up  in  warehouse,  where 
they  must  remain,  till  my  brother  can  find  a  house 
that  will  be  convenient  for  us  both,  which  I  hope 
will  be  before  summer. 

I  visited  my  old  acquaintance,  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph,^  lately,  who  mentioned  to  me  Mr.  Fowkes,* 

tlie  name  of  Icones  Regim,  were  drawn  by  him  ;  and  two  manuscripts 
of  liis  are  mentioned  by  Haller,  Bibl,  Bot,  ii.  p.  110 — the  one 
with  the  title,  Recueil  de  differens  Papillons  :  the  other  also  on  the 
subject  of  Entomology. 

*  Dr.  John  Wynne. 
^  The  name  of  Dr.  Robert  Foulkes,  the  individual  here  alluded  to, 
is  neither  recorded  by  Pulteney  nor  Nichols ;  but  he  appears  by  his 
letters,  of  which  there  are  several  in  this  Correspondence,  to  have  been 
ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  Botany.  He  resided  at  Llanbeder,  near  Ruthin, 
in  Denbighshire,  whither  he  often  invited  Richardson.  In  one  case,  he 
urges  him  '*to  come  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  with  a  resolution  to 
stay  two  months  ;**  and  he  assures  him,  "  you  sliall  have  the  best  wel- 
come my  poor  country  can  give,  or  I  can  make."  It  was  upon  his 
authority  that  the  Cucubalus  baccifer  was  admitted  into  the  British 
Flora :  and  in  one  of  his  letters,  preserved  by  Dr.  Richardson,  he 
informs  him  that  it  was  done  in  error.  A  portion  of  this  letter  is 
printed  by  Sir  J.  E.  Smith,  in  his  Linruean  Correspondence,  ii.  p.  171. 
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that  has  been  above  twenty  times,  as  his  Lordship 
says,  on  the  top  of  Snowdon,  and  will  accompany 
my  brother  thither  and  to  all  other  parts  of  Wales. 
I  design  to  write  to  him,  and  send  him  some  seeds 
for  the  physick  garden  he  is  about  making. 

I  saw  your  old  friend,  Mde.  Hermann,  at  Ley- 
den,  in  a  very  poor  condition :  her  son  is  lately 
come  hither,  and  has  been  twice  at  my  brother's ; 
but  I  have  not  yet  seen  him,  so  know  not  on  what 
project  he  is  come.  He  was  banish'd  from  Leyden 
for  six  years,  about  eighteen  months  past,  and  has 
liv'd  since  at  Utrecht,  where  he  taught  English. 

I  am,  with  true  respect. 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  LV. 


Sir, 


Dr,  Richardson  to  Mr.  Hearne. 

North  Bieblbt,  June  8th,  1718. 


Tis  now  high  time  to  give  you  the  best 
satisfaction  I  can  meet  with,  in  relation  to  your 
queries  about  the  box  of  writings,  which  belonged 
to  the  Priory  and  Bishopricke  of  Dorchester,  which 
you  have  been  informed  were  at  Lincoln.  I  met 
with  one  Mr.  Kirby,  now  a  Prebendary  of  that 
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plax^e,  who^  at  my  request^  tooke  some  pains  about 
it.  I  have  inclosed  his  letter,  which  should  have 
come  to  you  by  the  same  hand  some  months  agoe; 
but,  believing  it  required  no  haste,  I  hope  you  wil 
now  receive  it.  Along  with  it  you  wil  receive  an 
old  inscription.^  The  side  of  the  monument  where 
the  date  is  inscribed  is  now  covered  with  a  seate  ; 
but  the  parish  clerke,  who  is  a  sensible  man,  and 
transcribed  this,  has  seen  it  before  the  erection  of 
the  seate ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it.  I 
send  you  it  rather  for  the  oddness  of  the  inscription, 
than  the  antiquity.  I  have  formerly  ordered  Mr. 
Baynes,  of  University  College,  to  subscribe  for  such 
bookes  as  you  publish,  which  may  be  sent  hither 
without  much  diflBculty.  I  am  sorry  you  should 
have  any  trouble  from  the  University  in  return  for 
your  great  laboure  for  the  publique  good ;  though 
I  hope  you  wil  be  no  great  sufferer  by  it.  A  line 
from  you  at  any  time  wU  be  very  agreeable  to. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 

'  The  inscription  referred  to  is,  as  follows 


"  Bony*  emonge  ttonyt  lya  ful  tteyl, 

**  Qwylste  the  tawle  waaderiM  were  thit  Ood  wylethe.' 


It  was  afterwards  printed  by  Heame,  in  bis  Notm  et  Spicilt' 

gium,  annexed  to  Guliehnus  Neubrigenna^  ii.  p.  769,  among  a  number 

of  other  odd  epitaphs,  with  an  acknowledgment  that  he  received  it 

from  "his  honoured  and  learned  friend,*  Dr.  Richardson.  The  following 

memorandum  is  subjoined  to  this  letter  in  the  Bodleian  Libraiy : 

**  This  monument  wms  erected  in  the  twenty-eighth  of  Henry  the  Tin,  orer 
the  body  of  one  of  the  Sarils,  uid  ii  now  to  be  seen  intire  In  ThorahUl 
Church,  nigh  Waliefield.  Yorkshire.*' 
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LETTER  LVI. 

Mr.  Hearne  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Edm.  Hall,  Oxom.,  September  8th,  1718. 

Honoured  Sir^ 

I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  yourself  and 
your  fiiend,  Mr.  Kirby,  (to  whom,  my  hearty  thanks 
and  most  humble  service,)  for  the  trouble  you  have 
given  yourselves  about  the  box  of  writings,  which 
belonged  to  the  Priory  and  Bishoprick  of  Dorchester. 
I  am  sorry  that  so  much  pains  have  been  taken 
without  success.  I  had  no  other  prospect  in  sending 
my  query  upon  this  subject,  but  to  do  some  service 
to  the  town  of  Dorchester,  with  respect  to  the 
repair  of  the  way  leading  through  the  town.  I 
thought  withall,  that  something  might  have  been 
met  with  concerning  the  repair  of  the  bridge  of 
that  place.  Some  o£  the  principal  inhabitants 
apply*d  to  me  upon  this  occasion  ;  and  I  promised 
to  make  inquiry.  Had  such  a  box  of  writings  been 
found,  'tis  probable  many  other  things  relating  to 
this  ancient  place  might  have  been  discovered  from 
thence,  which  certainly  would  have  been  of  very 
great  use  and  service  to  those  that  study  our 
antiquities ;   this   being  formerly   a  Roman   city, 
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tho'  not  mentioned  in  the  common  copies  of  Anto- 
ninus' Itinerary. 

I  am  mightily  pleased  with  the  old  inscription 
you  sent  with  your  letter.  I  think  I  formerly  heard 
you  mention  it.  I  have  some  inscriptions  relatmg 
to  the  Savils,  among  the  papers  left  me  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Smith.    This  will  be  an  addition  to  them. 

I  have  been  in  trouble  ever  since  Camden 
was  published.^  The  prosecution  hath  been  carried 
on,  not  by  the  University,  but  by  some  who  are 
said  to  be  enemies  to  it.^  I  am  sure  I  have  reason 
to  call  it  very  unjust.  My  Neuhrigensi^  hath  been 
stopt  at  the  press,  notwithstanding  many  sheets 
were  printed.  Nor  have  I  been  allow'd  to  print 
any  thing  else.  It  hath  not  been  prov'd  that  I  have 
done  injury  to  any  one ;  and  yet  such  injury  ought 
to  have  been  prov'd  before  a  punishment  was  in- 
flicted. This  hath  been  a  very  great  loss  to  me;  and 
the  proceedings  against  me  are  mightily  condemned. 
The  stopping  Neubrigensis  hath  also  been  a  very 
great  affront  to  the  subscribers,  particularly  to  Sir 
Thomas  Sebright,  to  whom  the  manuscript  belongs. 
Had  the  injury  been  never  so  great  (as  indeed 
none  at  all  hath  been  prov'd)  in  publishing  Camden, 

*     See  Note  to  his  letter,  p.  129. 
3  The  parties  here  alluded  to  were,  principally,  Dr.  Gardiner,  the  Vice- 

Chancellor,  Dr.  Hudson,  Dr.  Baron,  and  Dr.  Charlett 
^  Guiielmi  Neubrigensis  Historian  sive  Chronica  Rerum  Anglicarum, 

This  was  ultimately  published  in  1719. 


DR   RICHARDSON.  137 

yet  Neubrigensis  hath  no  manner  of  relation  to  that, 
and  therefore  ought  not  upon  that  account  to  be 
stopt.  But  malice  is  the  principal  motive,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  wise  and  impartial  men. 

I  am,  honoured  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  and  most  obed*  humble  serv*, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  LVII. 

Drs.  W.  and  J,  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  October  7th,  1718, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  bought  Renaudot  at  my  return  from 
Oxford ;  and  had  sent  it  by  the  carrier  to-morrow, 
had  not  I  received  your  kind  letter,  giving  me  com- 
mission to  buy  for  you  some  of  Mr.  Petiver  s  books. 
Before  I  received  it,  I  had  laid  by  several  for  friends 
abroad ;  and  there  yet  remain  some  perhaps  which 
may  be  useful  to  you,  a  note  of  which  I  will  here 
inclose ;  and,  if  you  please  to  have  them,  let  me 
know;  and  they  shall  be  sent  to-morrow  se'nnight 
with  Renaudot. — ^I  left  Mr.  Bobart  in  a  low  state  of 
health,  and  fear  he  will  not  get  over  the  winter ; 
and  his  wife  is  much  weaker  than  him,  and  may 
probably  go  off  first. 
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I  am  glad  of  your  new  recruit  from  our  old 
friendy  Dr.  Uvedale,  and  that  you  have  built  a 
stove  in  order  to  preserve  them.  I  mentioned  Dr. 
Boerhaave*s  new  stove  to  you,  and  wish  I  had 
known  your  design,  that  I  might  have  commu- 
nicated it  to  you :  it  consists  in  one  thought  in 
mathematicks  and  another  in  philosophy,^  and  costs 
not  a  shilling  more  than  another.  I  will  look  out 
his  sketch  of  it ;  and  you  shall  have  it  by  next.  If 
your  stove  be  done,  you  may  easily  alter  it. 

Mr.  Petiver  had  few  books :  most  of  those  he 
used  he  borrowed  from  Sir  Hans  and  other  friends. 
He  has  no  part  of  Columna;  but,  as  soon  as  I 
open  my  books,  I  will  send  you  a  duplicate  of  all 
but  his  PhytobcLsanoSy  which  is  of  no  great  use. 

I  am  making  what  additions  I  can  to  Mr.  Ray's 
Synopsis.^    I  have  all  Mr.  Doody's,  Buddie's^  and 

^  In  a  subsequent  letter,  dated  October  25th,  Sherard  explains 
himself  more  fully  on  this  subject.  He  says,  **  The  secret  of  Dr.  BoeN 
haave*s  stove  consists  in  making  the  angle  of  the  glass  shutters  equal  to 
the  elevation  of  the  pole,  which  with  you  is  about  fifty-two  degrees. 
This  causes  the  rays  of  the  sun  to  fall  in  a  straight  line,  without  any 
angle  of  reflection.  The  other  secret,  in  philosophy,  is  the  having  the 
g^ass  of  the  stove  to  go  to  the  top  of  it ;  that  there  maybe  no  place  left 
at  top  where  the  sun  does  not  shine  on  it  If  any  such  place  be  left 
in  shade,  the  vapours  will  be  raised  into  it,  and,  after  the  sun  is  off^ 
fiill  down  on  the  plants,  and  mould  them.  The  making  the  back  part 
of  the  stove  sloping,  and  glass  to  the  top,  prevents  this." 

^  This  I  apprehend  to  be  the  copy  which  is  sdU  preserved  in 
tlie  Botanic  Garden  at  Oxford,  where  I  saw  it,  (May  9rd,  1834,)  and 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  13g 

Stonestreet's,  and  some  from  Mr.  Bobart,  (not  with 
design  of  printing  a  new  edition,  but  in  order  to 
preserve  them.)  Be  pleased  at  your  leisure  to 
communicate  yours :  perhaps  my  brother  may, 
when  settled,  undertake  it,  wherein  I  shall  assist 
him  all  I  can. 

He  and  I  are,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  servants, 

W.  [and  J  J  SHERARD. 


LETTER  LVIII. 

Mr,  Thoreshy  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Lesdes,  November  5th,  1718. 

Honour  d  Sir, 

Some  time  agoe  I  had  the  honour  of  a 
very  courteous  letter  from  Dr.  Charlett,*  Master  of 
University  College,  Oxon.,  wherein  he  doth  parti- 
cularly express  his  gratitude  for  your  favours. — 
"  At  Tongue  (saith  he)  we  met  with  the  most  de- 
sirable company  of  Dr.  Richardson,  and  Mr.  Nich' 
Tempest,*  to  whom  University  College  has  been 
so  long  obliged.    Sir  George  and  his  Uncle  were 

made  a  memorandum,  that  it  should  be  consulted  by  any  future  editor 
of  the  British  Flora,  on  account  of  the  loci  natales  and  other  obser- 
Tations  with  whidi  it  is  filled. 

>  See  Note,  p.  141. 
^  He  was  the  eldest  surviving  brother  of  Sir  John  Tempest,  of 
Tong,  the  first  Baronet :  his  nephew,  Sir  George,  was  then  probably 
in  his  minority. 
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of,  on  the  other  side  of  Trent ;  mqre  especially  in 
Yorkshire ;  and  with  no  lesse  satisfaction  must  we 
remember  the  universal  humanity  and  civility  we 
received  every  where,  very  partictdarly  in  the  West 
Riding,  and  at  the  two  most  obliging  familys  of 
Tongue  and  Bierley,  to  whom  this  College  are  so 
much  obliged.  We  met  also  with  the  like  at 
Ackworth,  Wooly,  &c.;  and  it  was  our  own  fault, 
that  our  haste  did  not  permitt  us  to  enjoy  the  same 
from  several  others,  both  acquaintants  and  stran- 
gers. I  must  ever  own  the  particular  civility  to 
myself,  a  very  unworthy  southern  member  of 
a  northern  College.  We  returned  thro'  the  Peak 
of  Derby ;  at  Chatsworth  much  engaged  to  the 
condescending  goodness  of  the  Marquesse  of  Hart- 
ington,^  who  had  spent  three  years  in  New  Col- 
lege, with  great  credit  and  due  deference  to  the 
discipline  of  the  University. 

At  Leichfield  I  had  the  pleasure,  which  I  had 
long  desired,  of  seeing  and  conversing  with  the 
learned  and  courteous  Sir  T.  Floyer,^  and  afterwards 

^  William,  Marquis  of  Hartington,  who,  on  the  decease  of  his 

&ther  in  1729,  became  third  Duke  of  Devonshire.   He  was  a  man  of 

sound  judgment,  and  the  same  who,  when  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 

silenced  the  seditious  tongue  of  Swift,  and  who  was  complimented  by 

Mr.  Walpole  with  the  following  epigram,  in  which  he  is  compared  to 

his  own  residence  in  town  : 

*'  Ut  domlnus,  domus  est;  non  extri  falta  eolumidt 
Marmoreis  splendet :  quod  tenet  intfts  habet** 

'  He  was  a  Physician  at  Lichfield,  and  author  of  the  Touchstones 
of  Medicine,  2  vols.  Svo.  London,  1667. 
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was  very  particularly  entertained  at  BIythe  Hall^ 
by  the  Master  thereof,  not  long  since  a  Gentleman 
Commoner  of  this  College,  and  the  immediate 
descendant  from  the  great  Sir  W,  Dugdale,  whose 
manuscripts,  corrections  to  his  printed  books,  pic- 
tures, advices  to  his  family,  method  of  studys,  were 
a  valuable  part  of  the  entertainment ;  the  young 
gentleman,  his  great  grandson,^  being  very  curious, 
sober,  virtuous,  much  addicted  to  the  studys  of 
History,  Antiquity,  Heraldry,  &c. 

Nor  man,  nor  horse,  had  the  least  ill  accident 
in  all  our  long  journey :  my  own  brought  home  two 
Oxford  shoes,  nor  did  we  ever  desire  or  wish  a 
coach.  I  hope  your  neighbouring  renowned  School 
at  Bradford  continues  to  flourish.  I  do  not  forget 
my  debt  to  their  library.  Your  account  from  Dr. 
Sherard  about  our  coyns  was  very  afflicting  to  me ; 
but  I  was  much  refreshed,  when  I  heard  both  Dr. 
Hudson  and  Mr.  Bolds  declare,  that,  when  Dr. 
Sherard  came  to  Oxford  some  time  after,  as  it 
were  incognito,  to  see  Mr.  Bobart  and  Mr.  Dyer, 
the  Doctor  was  very  particular  in  viewing  Consul 


^  John  Dugdale,  Esq.,  the  last  male  descendant  of  the  great  Sir 
William  Dugdale :  he  was  at  this  time  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and 
had,  on  the  death  of  his  fisither,  two  years  before,  succeeded  to  the 
properQr,  which,  on  his  decease,  passed  into  the  fiunily  of  the  Geasts. 
He  was  himself  Mowbray  Herald  Extraordinary  ;  but  never  rose  to  be 
a  Herald  in  Ordinary. — See  Pedigreeof  Dugdale  Family  inHamper^s 
Life  of  Sir  William  DugdaU. 
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Ray's  coins,*  of  which  not  any  were  found  missing, 
to  his  great  surprise  and  satisfaction.  Not  that  any 
care  can  always  secure  from  a  number  of  false 
strangers,  without  the  same  arts  as  preserve  the 
crown  jewels. 

I  have  here  inclosed  a  new  list  of  coyns,  given 
us,  not  here  before,  lately  found  about  Exeter ;  so 
that,  sometime  or  other,  we  shall  be  ready  to  publish 
a  Museum.  I  hope  your  family  and  neighbours 
are  all  well. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  much  obliged  humble  servant, 

A.  CHARLETT. 

*  About  the  year  1700,  to  use  the  words  of  Heame,  *' WiHiam 
Ray,  Esq.,  the  English  Consul  at  Smyrna,  gave  the  Bodleian  Library 
a  noble  collection  of  ancient  coins,  the  greatest  part  of  them  Greek, 
for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  University  and  had  the 
honour  of  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in  the  Civil  Law  conferred  on 
him,  he  being  then  present  in  the  University.  These  coins  lay 
several  years  undigested;  but  at  last  they  were  put  in  order,  and 
an  exact  Catalogue  made  of  them  by  Mr.  Heame,  which  Catalogue  he 
hath  now  by  him  ;  though  he  designed  giving  it  to  the  Library,  had 
not  the  ill  usage  he  afterwards  met  with  there  obliged  him  to  alter 
his  mind"  Life  of  Heame,  p.  12. — Nobody  will  doubt  that  Heame 
was  a  very  clever  fellow :  I  fear  he  was  also  a  very  doggUk  one  I 
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LETTER  LX. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Bicharckon. 

London,  February  26th,  1718-19. 

Dbar  Sir, 

On  Friday  I  sent  by  Richard  Hartley  the 
box  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  and  added  to  the  books 
Comutus  and  Toumefort's  ElAnens  de  Botanique, 
for  both  which  I  paid  twenty  shillings,  and  which, 
if  you  don't  want  them,  you  may  please  to  return 
at  your  leisure.  Institutiones  Rei  Herbaria  is  long 
out  of  print :  I  had  a  commission  for  it,  but  couM 
not  procure  one  at  Paris :  'tis  a  second  edition  in 
Latine  of  his  EUmens^  but  a  much  worse  book ; 
having  put  in  it  not  only  all  the  varieties  mentioned 
by  authors,  but  a  great  many  plants  he  never 
examined  nor  saw,  whereby  he  has  mistaken  their 
true  genera. 

I  beUeve  I  can  have  the  Munting,*  figures  and 
synonjons,  for  a  guinea  or  twenty-two  shilUngs. 
Pray  let  me  know  if  you  wou'd  have  the  Horttis 

'  A  former  letter,  not  here  inserted,  explains  that  the  work  of 
Hunting's  alluded  to  in  this  place  is  the  Phytographia  curiosa^  which 
was  published  by  Kiggelaer,  in  1702 :  (see  also  list  of  books,  p.  150.) 
It  is  a  history  of  plants,  and  is  curious  for  giving  their  names  in  Latin, 
French,  Italian,  German,  Dutch,  Belgic,  &c. 
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Amstelodamensis  bound ;  and  Fie  send  it  with  the 
other  and  Scotia  Ulustrata. 

Flora  Prtissica  must  be  had  from  Holland, 
which  shall  not  write  for  till  hear  what  you  may 
desire  out  of  Waesburg's  Catalogue.  I  am  glad 
you  have  found  Mr.  Lhwyd's  hairy  moss  in  head, 
as  also  your  Mtiscus  pejinatus  aquaticus^  which  I 
have  taken  for  a  moss,  being  like  Mr.  Buddie's 
Muscus  pennatus  sylvaticns^  which  I  have  in  head, 
and  is  a  true  moss. 

I  had  a  letter  yesterday  from  Dr.  Dillenius  of 
Giessen,  to  whom  I  wrote  last  month.  He  pub- 
Ush'd  last  year  a  Catalogue  of  the  plants  growing 
about  that  city.  He  was  recommended  to  me  as  a 
person  very  curious  in  mushrooms  and  mosses,  as 
I  perceive  he  is :  he  inclosed  a  moss,  he  thought 
new  and  very  curious:  'twas  the  capitulo  botryoidU!^ 
of  Mr.  Ray.  I  expect  from  him  a  set  of  his  mosses 
in  a  little  time. 

I  beg  you'll  spare  your  compliments,  and  con- 
sider, where  I  walk  half  a  mile  for  you,  you  go 
seven  for  me ;  and  that  the  satisfaction  and  real 
pleasure  I  have  in  doing  any  small  service  for  you, 
is  much  over-balanc'd  by  your  returns.  We  have 
had  extraordinary  fair  and  warm  weather  this  ten 
days  past :  if  you  have  had  the  same,  I  shall  be 
glacL 

^  Hypnum  ripariunu  L,         ^  Ifypnum  denticulatumj  X. 

^  Mnium  androffynum,  X. 
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I  forgot  to  inclose  honest  Mr.  Dandridge^s 
note  of  eggs^  so  will  copy  it  on  the  other  side/  My 
brother  joins  in  service  to  you^  and  in  hopes  of 
seeing  you  and  your  lady  here  this  snmmer. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  faithfull  friend  and  servant, 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  LXI. 

Dr,  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Lovi>eir,»  June      *     *     \7\9. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  deferred  answering  your  obliging 
letter  of  the  1 7th  till  I  had  seen  Benjamin  Bartlett, 
which  was  not  till  Thursday  night.  On  Friday 
morning  I  sent  to  his  druggist's  the  books  mark'd 
at  the  foot  of  this.  Langius  and  three  other  Tracts 
of  figur'd  stones,  bound  in  one  volume,  I  added  to 
the  books  of  Botany,  knowing  they  will  be  of  more 
use  to  you  than  to  me,  who  am  otherwise  imploy'd. 
Langius  you  desir'd,  arid  may  keep  it  and  the  others 
as  long  as  you  please.  I  can  send  to  Holland  for 
them,  if  you  desire  them.  Langius  (as  I  wrote  you) 
was  printed  at  his  own  charge;  and  he  sells  it 
dear:  it;  cost  nMi  sixGuAdeDf^  Helwing,  1,8;  Bajer, 

'  About  teiTBhillingi. 
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I,  2;  and  Buttner  18  styvers;  and  three  shillings 
binding  the  two  volumes. 

rie  call  next  week  at  Mr.  Dixon's^  where  Mr. 
Bartlett  told  me  he  wou'd  leave  the  money  for  the 
others,  which  I  sent  him  a  note  of :  if  he  has  not^ 
'tis  all  one. 

The  addition  to  your  mosses  by  him  is  consi- 
derable ;  and  now  I  can  expect  no  more  but  the 
palustris,  capitulis  erectis,  foliis  reflexis^  R.  Syn.^ 
till  next  autumn,  when  I  hope  you  will  see  Mr. 
Dandridge*s  in  hand.  Betwixt  this  and  that  time 
I  shall  have  finished  that  class,  and  will  send  you  a 
copy  of  it,  with  the  synonymes.  Of  all  you  have 
found,  there  is  no  one  more  beautifull  than  the 
Lichen,  Trichamanis  foliis?  I  thought  I  might 
have  ventured  to  have  nam'd  some  mosses  and  other 
Lichens  by  their  leaves  and  manner  of  growth,  but 
find  it  necessary  to  see  their  fructification  to  dis- 
tinguish them. 

My  brother  is  busy  with  his  workmen  in  the 
country;  so  that  we  shall  make  no  ramble  this 
season,  unless  it  be  to  the  Sussex  coast  for  sea- 
weeds towards  Autumn ;  before  which  I  hope  he 
will. have  finish'd,  and  then  will  trouble  you  for 
some  northern  plants. 

'  Dieranum  squarromm,  Flo,  Brit. 

'  I  hETe  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  plant  here  intended :  most 

probably  it  is  some  species  oi  Jungermannia. 
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I  am  glad  to  hear  Nasturtium  petrteum  John- 
soni^  thrives  with  you :  it  does  not  appear  at  Chel- 
sea :  pray  save  a  little  seed  of  it,  if  you  can.  Has 
it  a  white  or  yellow  flower  ?  I  have  not  a  good 
specimen  of  the  Leucojum  siliqud  intortd  minus. ^  If 
the  Hieracium  alpinum^  villosumj  magno  flare^  C.  B. 
(as  Mr.  Ray  calls  it  by  mistake)  be  in  your  garden, 
pray  observe  whether  it  ever  branches:  a  little 
seed  of  it  would  be  acceptable  abroad.  Mr.  Bud-- 
die  has  divided  the  mosses  into 

Ciavati,  of  which  he  makes  ...  ...  10 

Terrestres  maJareM  ...  ...  ...  24 

minores  ...  ...  ...  28 

Musci foliis  pelbtddU  ...  ...  ...  9 

pileU  viilosis  ...  ...  ...  7 

Trick,  capit.  erectis  ...  ...  ...  24 

reflexis  ...  ...  ...  11 

Musei  capiL  varits  ...  ...  ...  5 

'  ' "    apodi      ...  ...  ...  ...  1] 


129 


Of  the  two  last  sorts,  you  have  not  met  many, 
tho'  they  are  not  scarce  here.  I  have  seen  his 
collection  and  manuscripts,  but  can't  allow  them  to 
be  all  distinct ;  but,  by  your  kind  assistance,  can 
out-do  him  in  number,  I  think. 

I  shew'd  Mr.Dandridge  your  letter,  who  is  very 
thankfull  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken,  and  is 

^  Arabis  Hispida  L, 
*  Draba  incana  L.  *  Hieracium  alpinum  L, 

Ld 
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da«irous  of  acknowledging  it.  Fray  let  me  hear 
from  you  at  your  leisure,  whereby  you  will  further 
oblige, 

Dear  Sib, 
Your  faithfull  friend  and  humble  servant, 

W.  SHERARD. 

P.  S.  I  hope  to  spend  two  or  three  days  next 
week  with  our  friend  Dr,  Uvedale,  who  hopes  to 
see  you  once  more. 

Hortus  Anutehdamensist  ffc.  2  toIs.  foL 
Mtmiingii  Phytographia  Curiosm,  fol.     ••• 
Sihbaldi  Prodr,  Scotia  ilhutratm,  foL    ... 
8,  PauUi  Botanicum  quadriparL  4U>      ... 


LETTER  LXII. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  April  12th,  1720. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tis  with  a  very  particular  pleasure  I 
receive  and  answer  your  kind  letters.  All  my 
botanick  friends  I  had  here,  are  dead  in  my  absence, 
and  not  one  new  one  sprung  up  but  my  brother 
and  Mr.  Rand,  who  are  both  engag'd  in  business. 
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Had  not  Mr.  Buddie  left  his  coIlectiiDn  in  Sir  Hans 
Sloane's  hands,  the  lower  tribes  of  English  plants 
wou'd  never  have  been  made  out  as  printed  by 
Mr.  Ray;*  but,  by  his  specimens  and  my  own, 
with  your  kind  assistance,  I  shall  not  only  recover 
them,  but  make  very  considerable  additions  to  each 
genus.  I  have  already  receiv'd  from  you  almost 
all  the  Lichenes  and  Musci  that  Mr.  Buddie  has 
nam'd  as  new,  except  those  he  calls  Capitulis  dif- 
formihus^  prima  sdl.  minimis  pulvemlentis,  postea 
capsulatis :  Mr.  Petiver  called  them  Androgyni. 

^  Looking  to  this  observation,  and  to  that  in  Mr.  Vemou*9  letter, 
p.  73,  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  increased  r^ret  that  more  is  not  known 
of  Buddie,  and  also  not  to  feel  that  justice  was  not  done  him  by  those  of 
his  immediate  successors,  who  more  particularly  profited  by  his  labours. 
To  us  indeed  they  are  of  little  importance ;  for  it  is  no  longer  matter  of 
interest  to  ascertain  by  what  name  a  Botanist,  who  died  a  hundred  years 
ago,  and  who  never  published,  may  have  designated  any  particular  plant ; 
and  the  surprising  discoveries  of  Hedwi^  illustrated  by  his  luminous 
mind  and  comprehensive  views,  which  no  one  but  a  real  Muscologist 
can  justly  appreciate,  have,  as  to  the  systematical  arrangement  of  the 
mosses,  swallowed  up,  like  the  serpent  produced  from  Aaron's  rod, 
whatever  came  before  them.  But  I  have  felt  that,  in  noticing  this 
subject,  I  was  only  doing  justice  to  the  merits  of  the  dead ;  and,  still 
fiurther,  mi^t  be  rendering  a  service  to  any  young  botanist  into  whose 
hands  this  volume  may  fidl,  and  who  may  hence  be  led  not  to  allow  his 
light  to  remain  under  a  bushel,  but  so  to  place  it  that  it  may  shine 
forth  to  his  own  honour  and  to  the  public  utility : — above  all,  that  he 
may  not,  like  my  poor  fHend,  Lilly  Wigg,  and  many  others,  continue 
deferring  tlie  hour,  <*  dilator,  spe  longus,"  but  may  rather  act  upon  the 
counsel  of  the  hi^est  authority,  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findetfa  to  do, 
do  it  with  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  know- 
ledge, nor  wisdom,  itt  the  grave,  whither  thou  goeftt.** 
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I  can't  yet  meet  with  Morison's  third  voliune 
separate  :^  the  booksellers  buy  them  up  to  sell  with 
the  second ;  but,  as  soon  as  I  meet  it.  Fie  take  it. 
Tho'  dear,  'tis  a  book  you  can't  well  be  without : 
besides,  there  being  no  more  to  be  printed,  'twill 
perfect  his  works. 

I  have  lately  had  a  letter  from  Dillenius,  who 
writes  me,  his  mosses  and  other  plants  I  desired 
are  on  their  way:  when  I  see  them,  shall  be  better 
able  to  judge  of  them  than  by  their  names :  I  doubt 
not  but  that  he  has  multiply'd  them,  and  nam'd  as 
new  most  of  ours. 

I  have  receiv'd  two  plates  of  Lichenes  and 
Lichenastra,  admirably  well  design'd  and  grav'd, 
from  Sig"  Micheli  of  Florence.  They  are  the  two 
first  of  his  fifty  Nova  Genera,  which  will  be  grav'd 
on  thirty  plates :  he  is  a  most  accurate  and  indus- 
trious man.  After  publishing  these,  he'll  print  his 
observations  on  the  plants  about  Florence,  Rome, 
and  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  with  criticisms  on 
Barrelier's  Icones ;  and,  after  that,  Cxesalpinus, 
with  cuts.'    rie  send  you  the  two  plates  with  that 

'  Respecting  this  work,  see  iVbfo,  p.  S4.-r~Dr.  Sherard  had  said 
of  it  in  his  letter  of  January  30th,  1720,  "  I  wish  I  could  meet  with 
Morison*s  third  volume  for  you,  tliat  we  mi^t  set  Mr.  Bobart^s  mosses 
to  ri^ts :  there  are  several  in  him  not  in  Mr.  Ray ;  but  he  has 
multipUed  and  made  palpable  mistakes.  Poor  Jacob  (Bobart)  was 
buried  this  day  month.** 

®  Neither  of  these  two  last  mentioned  works  did  he  ever 
publish ;  but  tliree  of  his  Tours  are  printed  in  the  sixth  volume  of 
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dedicated  to  you  by  Albin,  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
Morison ;  and  I  believe  you  will  desire  Dr.  Boer- 
baave's  New  IndeWj  two  vols,  in  4to.  with  figures. 
I  expect  Montfs  Prodromus  Gratninum  daily,  being 
departed  from  Venice  two  months,  which  shall  be 
added  to  them.  GarideVs  Botanicum  Aquisextiense 
is  a  pompous  book,  with  one  hundred  folio  plates, 
little  or  nothing  new:  'tis  in  town,  and  I  beUeve 
may  be  had  for  30^. — For  the  future,  when  I  write 
for  any  botanick  books.  Fie  order  a  copy  for  you. 

Targioni's  Viaggifatti  in  diverse  parti  delta  ToBcana:  and  in  them 
are  described  many  new  plants.  Haller  says  of  Micheli,  on  the  authority 
of  Cocchi,  who  published  his  Eloge,  that  he  was,  *'  hortulanus,  illiterar 
tiis  et  pauper,  sed  plantarum  spontanearum  studiosissimus,  inque  iis 
per  universam  Italiam,  Salzburgum  usque,  venandis,  solertissimus  et 
felidssimus ;  magnus  Fungorum,  Muscorum,  Lidienum,  Graminum, 
et  varietatum  indagator.** — On  the  death  of  Micheli  in  1637,  his  col- 
lections of  plants  and  printed  books  fell,  together  with  his  manuscripts, 
into  the  hands  of  his  patron,  Dr.  Targioni,  in  the  possession  of  whose 
son,  truly  called  by  Sir  James  E.  Smith,  fTour  i.  p.  315,)  "a  man  of 
the  most  engaging  simplicity,  modesty,  and  benevolence  of  manners^ 
worthy  to  be  the  heir  of  the  amiable  Micheli,**  I  saw  them  in  1825, 
and  saw  with  extreme  wonder  the  quantity  of  the  manuscripts  left  by 
a  man,  who  had  laboured  under  so  many  disadvantages,  and  had  died 
at  the  age  of  fiiiy-eight.  My  friend,  Targioni,  who  was  then  old»  is 
himself  now  dead ;  and  his  own  and  Micheli*s  papers  have  passed  into 
the  library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany.  To  Micheli,  poor  illiterate 
gardener  as  he  was,  a  public  monument  is  erected  in  the  church  of 
Santa  Croce,  at  Florence,  in  company  with  those  of  Galileo,  Machiavel, 
Dante,  Alfieri,  and  others  who  have  done  most  honour  to  the  state  ; 
and  truly,  I  think  that  no  one  could  tread  the  pavement  of  this 
building,  and  read  the  names  recorded  on  its  tombs,  without  feeling  as 
I  did,  that  a  Tuscan  has  every  right  to  be  proud  of  his  country. 
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I  must  beg  of  you  to  return  Breynii  Prodromus 
you  have  in  double;  and  Fie  allow  you  the  price 
for  it :  'tis  for  Sig'*  M icheli.  I  forgot  to  tell  you 
that  the  Musco-fangi^  Musd^  and  Lichenes^  all  in 
his  Nova  GenerUf  amount  to  three  hundred  and 
fifty;  an  hundred  at  least  more  than  we  have. 
He  has  promised  to  send  me  specimens  of  all  of 
them,  in  return  for  ours  I  sent  him. 

I  shall  write  in  a  post  or  two  to  Mr.  Moyle, 
and  give  him  an  account  of  your  new  sparrow,  &c. ; 
and,  if  he  has  it  not,  send  it  him :  I  thought,  before 
I  had  seen  it,  it  might  be  Mr.  Ray's  Passer  monta- 
nus  in  Styrid  et  Carinthid  frequens^  pag.  185; 
which  I  have  often  seen  at  Smyrna. 

If  you  can  by  your  friend,  the  quaker,  procure 
me  some  specimens  of  Bifolium  minimum^  to  send 
to  friends  abroad,  I  shall  be  oblig'd  to  you.  Is 
there  no  coming  at  the  Juncus  calamo  supra  panicn^ 
lum  producto,^  &c.  from  Westmorland  ?  My  brother 
is  your  humble  servant :  he's  just  crept  abroad 
from  his  first  fit  of  the  gout,  which  has  hindred 
our  moss-cropping  this  season.  I  believe  I  have 
now  sufficiently  tir'd  you ;  and  you'll  think  it  time 
to  assure  you  that  I  am  very  sincerely, 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  faithful  friend  and  humble  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 

^  FringiUa  mtrntana,  L, 
*  Ophtys  cordata,  L,  ^  JmcuiJUifimnii,  X. 
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LETTER  LXIII. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  June  25th,  1720. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  kind  letter  was  deliver'd  me  yes- 
terday, at  my  coming  to  town. — I  shall  be  heartily 
glad  to  see  you  in  town,  and  so  will  all  your  friends. 
My  brother  gives  you  his  service,  and  assures  you 
nothing  shall  hinder  him  from  enjoying  your  good 
company:  he*s  sorry  he  has  neither  house  nor  lodg- 
ing at  present  in  town;  but  you  shall  be  welcome  to 
him  at  Eltham.  There  is  a  chamber  where  I  lodge, 
near  my  brother's  shop,  which  I  hope  you  will 
please  to  make  use  of  whilst  you  stay,  which  will 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  injoying  more  of  your 
conversation  than  I  can  expect  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance. 

The  general  herborisation  of  the  Apothecaries* 
Company  will  be,  I  think,  the  second  Thursday  in 
July,  where  you  will  be  very  welcome,  and  meet 
all  that  are  curious  in  botany.  My  brother  and  I 
designed  to  go  with  Mr.  Rand  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen that  set  out  two  days  before  to  gather  the 
plants;  and  we  had  agreed  to  go  to  Hounslow 
Heath,  Hampton  C!ourt,  and  Richmond,  to  loo)c 
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after  some  few  plants  Tme  not  well  satisfied  in « 
but,  unless  your  time  will  permit  you  to  go  with 
us,  we  will  only  meet  them  on  the  general  day, 
and  dine  with  them. 

rie  take  care  of  the  books  on  Monday,  and 
any  thing  else  you  shall  please  to  command  me. 
I  suppose  you  come  on  horse-back,  and  shou'd  be 
glad  to  know  what  day  you  will  be  in  town,  and 
where  I  may  meet  you  as  soon  as  arriv'd.  When  you 
are  here,  well  consult  about  writing  to  Dr.  Fowkes. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  faithfull  friend  and  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  LXIV. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardaan, 

London,  November  12th,  1720. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  answered  your  last  favour  sooner, 
but  stay'd  for  the  title  and  dedication  of  Albinos 
Book  of  Insects y^  which  was  sent  yesterday  morn- 
ing by  Holder  (or  Holdworth)  a  Bradford  carrier, 

^  On  the  completing  of  this  work,  proposals  had  been  made  to 
Albin,  as  Dr.  Sherard  states  in  his  preceding  letter  of  September  25th« 
'*  to  go  out  to  Carolina,  there  to  paint  Natural  History  in  the  summer 
months,  and  in  the  winter  to  paint  in  the  Caribbee  Isles  ;"  and  it  was 
probably  on  his  declining  this  offer,  that  a  similar  negociation  was 
begun  with  Mr.  Catesby,  as  mentioned  in  this  letter. 
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directed  to  Benjamin  Baxtlett,  with  the  other  books 
I  gave  you  an  account  of,  and  De  Laet's  Historia 
utriusque  Indite :  by  mistake  I  have  put  up  Monti, 
de  Mtmumento  Diluviano,  which  you  have  already ; 
but  'tis  no  matter :  please  to  give  it  to  any  friend, 
Lochner,  de  Papavere  I  have  not  sent,  finding  it 
different  from  what  I  expected;  being  a  treatise 
of  medals  and  stones  with  poppies  on  them,  and  a 
long  German  explication. 

I  forgot  to  put  into  the  box  the  specimen  I  had 
from  Sir  F.  Leicester  for  the  Calamus  anymaticus : 
I  can't  but  think  'tis  the  stalk  of  an  Iris  tuberosa 
out  of  flower.  Neither  that  nor  the  leaf  has  the 
least  smell  of  the  Calamus;  and  yet  it  seems  to 
answer  what  you  noted  of  it  very  well ;  so  that  I 
must  suspend  my  judgment  on  it  till  next  summer, 
when  I  hope  to  see  it  in  different  states. 

My  brother  and  sister  send  their  best  services 
to  you  and  your  good  lady,  with  thanks  for  your 
present;  as  I  do  for  the  Sorbus  and  mosses,  all 
which  were  very  acceptable.  I  shall  shew  your 
Catalogue  to  Messrs.  Dubois  and  Rand,  that  you 
may  have  but  one  trouble  of  sending  at  spring 
what  you  can  spare. 

Mr.  Catesby,^  a  gentleman  of  a  small  fortune, 
who  liv'd  some  years  in  Virginia  with  a  relation, 

^  In  the  Sketches  of  Botany  in  England^  ii.  p.  21 9,  a  singularly 
mtereBting  account  is  given  of  Mark  Catesby.  Dr.  Pulteney,  a  very 
amiable  man,  seldom  allowed  his  pen  to  be  animated  by  his  subject ; 


158  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

pretty  well  skilled  in  Natural  History,  who  designs 
and  paints  in  water-colonrs  to  perfection,  is  going 
over  with  General  Nicholson,  Governor  of  Carolina. 
Th  at  gentleman  allows  him  £20  a  year ;  and  we  are 
indeavouring  to  get  subscriptions  for  him,  viz.  Sir 
Hans,  Mr.  Dubois,  and  myself,  who  are  all  that 
have  yet  subscribed  to  him ;  but  Tme  in  hopes  to 
get  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  which  will  be  a  good 
help. 

Sig^  Micheli  has  sent  me  eleven  plates  more : 
two  of  them  are  of  lichens,  where  I  find  Mr. 
Bobart's  Muscm  murcUis  platyphylUs^  and  a  neat 

but  he  completely  did  so  in  this  instance,  when  speaking  of  one  of  those 
individuals  whom  **  a  passion  for  Natural  History  early  lead  from  the 
more  common  puvuits  of  life  ;**  one  of  those  to  whom  **  few  will  give 
eredil  for  that  secret  satis&ction,  for  that  inexhaustible  pleasure,  which 
the  investigation  of  nature,  in  all  her  objects,  incessantly  holds  forth 
to  their  minds,  or  will  believe  that  such  employment  can  possibly 
compensate  for  the  solid  treasures  of  gain."  Interesting  however,  as 
his  account  is»  it  is  in  great  measure  borrowed  from  one  considerably 
more  so,  prefixed  by  Mr.  Catesby  himself  to  his  Natural  HUtory  of 
Caroiina,  which  has  justly  been  termed  "the  most  splendid  publication 
on  that  branch  of  science  which  the  world  had  then  witnessed.**  For 
thb  publication,  and  for  all  that  Catesby  did,  we  haive,  as  he  freely 
acknowledges,  to  express  our  obligations  to  Sherard^  whose  name  ia  one 
that  ought  never  to  be  mentioned  by  a  Naturalist  without  honour. 
Though  attached  to  one  of  the  most  humble  of  our  plants,  had  he  had  his 
desert,  it  would  havebeen  given  to  a  Pahn.  It  may  be  considered  strange^ 
fkatt  80  liberal  a  patron  of  science  as.  Dr.  Riduudsoa  shoukl  not  ber 
found  in  the  list  of  subscribers  to  Catesby;  but  this  is  quite  explained 
in  a  subsequent  letter  of  Sherard%by  which  it  appears  that  both  RichanU 
mm  and  Uvedalehad-  offered  to  assist,  but  that  their  help  wair  not  wanted. 

'  Jkngu  mannut piatyphyUa,'  Ii. 
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one  of  your*s,  that  flowers  a  summitate  ramularum. 
He  is  poor,  and  desires  of  me  to  get  him  subscrip- 
tions for  graving  his  plates,  having  got  but  ten 
patrones  in  Italy :  each  plate  costs  him  forty*two 
giulios,  which  is  a  guinea  of  our  money.  I  sent  him 
a  bill  for  ten  plates  by  the  first  post,  and  have  had 
good  success  hitherto  amongst  my  friends  for  him ; 
but  I  believe  I  must  subscribe  for  more  than  two 
of  them  myself,  which  are  as  many  as  I  designed. 
After  finishing  these  fifty  tables  of  new  genera, 
he'll  publish  his  voyages  in  Italy  and  the  King- 
dome  of  Naples,  with  a  great  number  of  new 
plants,  and  a  critick  on  Barrelier  and  Bocconi. 
Don  Bruno  Tozzi  has  undertaken  the  republishing 
of  Ctesalpinus}  I  am  apt  to  think  we  have  as 
many  Musci^  Lichenes,  Musco-fungi,  &c.  as  they 
have  in  Italy;  for  several  of  his  are  not  to  be 
distiguished  by  the  naked  eye ;  but  for  Fungi  we 
come  far  short :  he  divides  them  into  nineteen 
ordines,  ajid  shews  the  seeds  in  each  ordo.  I  had 
sent  yoa  the  plates,  but  for  shewing  them  to  pro- 
cure subscriptions :  you  shall  have  them  next  time 
I  send ;  that  is,  when  I  can  meet  with  Tragus  and 
Zanoni,  or  any  thing  else  you  shall  please  to 
command. 

^  I  do  not  find  that  any  second  edition  of  C<B8alp%nus  ever 
appeared,  or  that  the  name  of  Bruno  Tozzi  any  where  occurs  among 
the  writers  on  Botany. 
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On  the  other  side  is  a  note  of  the  books  sent, 
with  the  charges. — Fme  sorry  some  of  them  are  so 
dear ;  but  Natural  History  of  all  sorts  is  much  in 
demand.  I  put  in  the  box  the  oyster-shell  from 
Chiselhurst,  and  three  or  four  Bologna  stones/  of 
which  so  many  books  are  wrote :  the  way  of  pre- 
paring them  is  by  poundering  one,  grosso  modo: 
then  dip  the  stone  in  brandy  and  strew  the  powder 
on  it,  and  calcine  it  an  hour  or  two  in  a  charcoal 
fire :  take  it  out  and  let  it  cool,  *twill  shine  in  the 
dark  like  a  live  coal. 

I  am  very  truly,  dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  friend  and  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 

*  The  mineral  commonly  thus  called,  b  a  phosphoric  substance, 
originally  found  near  Bologna,  from  which  circumstance  it  derives  its 
name.  Professor  Jameson  arranges  it  in  his  genus,  Barytes,  Among 
the  authors  on  this  subject  is  the  &mous  Count  Marsigli ;  but  the 
work  most  known  is  one  that  appeared  since  the  time  of  Sherard — a 
Dissertation  in  the  Berlin  Transactions  for  1749«  by  Ant.  Marcgraf, 
upon  the  quality  which  this  and  similar  spars  possess  to  produce 
phosphonis. 
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LETTER  LXV. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

March  9th,  1720-1. 

Sir, 

I  am  extreamly  obliged  to  you  for  your 
letter  and  present,  which  I  receiv'd  last  night,  and 
which  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  turning 
over ;  and  which  will  give  me  more  when  I  have 
time  to  compare  them  with  Mr.  Buddie's,  Petiver's, 
and  others,  which  I  hope  will  be  very  soon.  One 
of  them,  the  lanu^inosusy  &c.,  I  had  formerly  from 
Mr.  Lhwyd  from  Wales,  but,  before,  from  the  moun- 
tains on  the  south  of  the  Streights  of  Magellan, 
called  Terra  del  Fuego;  brought  me  from  thence, 
with  many  other  plants,  by  an  acquaintance  of  mine, 
who  pass'd  thro'  to  the  South  Seas  in  1689,  or 
thereabouts.  I  am  extreamly  obliged  to  you  like- 
wise for  your  offer  of  eggs,  of  which  I  have  severall, 
but  many  broken  and  decayed ;  so  that,  if  it  falls 
in  your  way,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  many  of 
them  fresher.  If  to  them  you  would  add  some  of 
the  smaller  nests,  they  would  be  welcome.  CJount 
Marsigli  hath  wrote  a  book,  De  Architectonicd 
Avium,  wherein  he  describes  the  nests  he  saw  on 
the  confines  of  Turkey  and  the  Danube,  one  of 
which,  he  says,  floats.  I  will  furnish  you  with  the 
books  out  of  print  which  you  want,  having  some  of 
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them  already  twice  over ;  for  they  are  good  and 
not  very  common.  Please  to  lett  me  know  the 
names  of  the  rest  you  want,  that  I  may  send  you 
most  of  them  together;  for  I  have  reserved  m  a 
garret  some  such  duplicates ;  and^  without  comple- 
ment, I  shall  be  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
serve  you,  and  will  add  some  other  books  that  I 
think  you  have  not,  which  I  have  twice  over. 

It  is  many  years  past  that  Mr.  Petiver  took 
notice  to  me,  that  Dr.  Sherard,  who  was  so  well 
qualified  and  situated  to  please  the  curiosity  of  his 
English  friends,  had  quite  left  off  any  kind  of  com- 
munications with  any  but  those  of  other  countrys, 
which  I  attributed  to  his  value  for  them  and  con- 
tempt of  others.*  After  his  arrivall,  Mr.  Petiver 
again,  and  even  on  his  death-bed,  took  notice  of 
it  with  some  warmth.  Upon  the  Doctor's  arrivall,  I 
was  not  wanting  in  assuring  him  of  all  the  services 
I  could  do  him,  and  that  I  entended,  as  soon  as  I 
could,  to  look  out  my  duplicates  of  dry*d  plants 
from  all  parts  of  the  world ;  that  I  had  promised 
and  entended  to  divide  them  amongst  my  curious 

'  Tliis  U  not  the  first  notice  Dr.  Richardson  had  received  of 
tlie  unfortunate  coolness  between  Sir  U.  Sloane  and  Dr.  Sherard.  The 
latter  of  these  gentlemen  had  previously  given  him  a  hint  of  it.  "  The 
finishing  of  the  Pinaxi!*  he  says,  in  his  letter  of  December  24th,  1 720, 
« is  yet  doubtfiiU,  though  I  work  at  it :  if  Sir  Hans  will  communicate 
Plukenet's  and  Petiver*s  plants,  it  will  be  done :  if  not,  it  never  will 
be :  none  but  one  in  England  can  pretend  to  do  it ;  and  those  plants 
will  soon  be  spoiled." 
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friends^  (wherein  I  allways  reckon  you  one^  and  a 
great  benefactor;)  and  that^  because  he  hath  a 
curious  and  large  collection  already^  I  designed, 
and  do  design^  he  shall  have  the  first  and  conse- 
quently largest  share.  In  the  first  place,  after  I 
had  bought  Mr.  Petiver's  collections,  books,  &c. 
for  a  considerable  sume,  he  wanted  Mr.  Buddie's 
manuscripts  and  collections,  which  I  had  lent  Mr. 
Petiver,  and  which  he  had  before  I  had  brought 
them  to  my  own  house.  This,  he  told  me,  was 
to  answer  some  queries  he  had  promised  to  Mr. 
Yaillant  and  others.  Tlien  he  told  me  he  wanted 
Dr.  Plukenet's  collections,  as  well  as  Mr.  Petiver's. 
I  told  him  that  I  was  then  printing  my  second 
volume  of  the  Naturall  History  of  Jamaica,  which 
is  now  near  finished,  the  plates  of  which  had  been 
graved  this  twenty  years,  and  that  I  intended,  after 
that  was  published,  to  take  my  collections  of  dry'd 
plants  to  putt  in  order;  that  they  were  two  hxmdred 
volumes,  some  of  which  were  very  large ;  that  Mr. 
Petiver's  collections  he  had  seen  in  great  confusion ; 
but  that,  if  the  labells  and  references  which  lay 
loose  were  not  kept  with  them,  that  neither  he  nor 
any  body  else  could  ever  putt  them  to  rights,  and 
therefore  pray'd  him  to  go  on  with  other  parts, 
and  that  in  halfe  a  year  mine  would  be  ready. 
About  six  months  ago,  I  told  him  that,  at  his 
desire,  I  had  laid  aside  my  other  affairs ;  that 
one,  the  first,  volume  of  Dr.  Plukenet's  was  ready 
for  him  to  carry  home ;  that  before  he  wanted  a 
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second  it  should  be  ready^  and  so  on  till  he  should 
have  all ;  and  he  tells  me,  on  my  minding  him  two 
days  since,  that  he  is  not  ready  till  he  hath  done 
some  tribes  for  Mr.  Yaillant's  book,  and  that  he 
hath  sent  for  a  young  physitian^  to  help  him. 
Now  you  may  judge  by  this  account  what  I  can 
do  more;  for  I  shall  be  always  ready  to  assist  him. 

I  am, 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  serv*, 

HANS  SLOANE. 


LETTER  LXVI. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  March  28th,  1721. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  designed  to  write  to  you  on  Saturday, 
but  was  prevented :  however,  this  I  hope  will  be 
with  you  time  enough  to  ad\4se  you  that,  on  Friday 
last,  I  sent  you  a  packett,  rould  up,  containing  the 
plates  wanting  in  Plukenet's  works ;  the  twelve  first 
of  Albin's  descriptions  for  Mr.  Stanhope ;  what 
plates  I  had  by  me  of  Sig'*  Micheli ;  the  specimen 
I  received  from  Sir  F.  Leicester  of  the  Acorns^  and 
a  parcell  of  seeds,  such  as  I  had,  fearing  you  have 

'  Undoubtedly,  Dillenius,  respecting  whom  Sherard  had  told 
Dr.  Richardson  in  a  letter,  written  just  a  month  before  this,  that  he 
had  been  "  forced  to  leave  off  Botany  and  seek  his  bread  by  practice  ;** 
and  that  he  had  consequently  sent  him  *'  all  the  dried  and  painted 
plants  he  had  by  him.** 
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sufiFer'd  equally  to  us  in  the  South.  Mr.  Vaillant 
was  so  ill  all  the  summer  that  he  could  gather  no 
seeds,  tho*  never  fail'd  me  before ;  so  that,  had  not 
Dr.  Boerhaave  sent  me  part  of  those  I  desir'd  to  be 
informed  of  in  his  Index^  I  had  had  none  this 
season. — Fme  glad  you  have  met  with  the  books 
you  mention :  pray  send  me  the  title  of  Lobel's 
Adversariaruniy  pars  prima  et  altera. — I  have  re- 
solv'd  to  send  for  Dillenius,  but  can't  expect  him 
till  the  latter  end  of  July,  having  promis'd  to 
make  a  visit  to  Mr.  Vaillant  in  May,  and  to  return 
by  way  of  Holland,  in  order  to  satisfy  myself 
about  severaU  doubts  I  have,  and  to  bring  with 
me  plants  for  our  garden  and  your's.  Mr.  Catesby 
is  not  yet  fixt  with  the  African  company,^  but  will 
be,  I  believe,  this  week.— What  he  sends  from 
thence  you  may  depend  to  have  a  share  of:  'tis  a 
sickly  place ;  and  I  cou'd  wish  he  had  held  his 
resolutions  of  going  to  Carolina ;  but  he's  now  too 
far  engag'd  with  the  Duke  of.  Chandos  to  think  of 
that. — ^Your  letter  to  Sir  Hans  has  had  the  good 
effect  you  designed.  The  next  time  I  met  him,  he 
ask'd  me  when  I  wou'd  come  for  the  plants ;  that 
I  shou'd  have  them  section  by  section.     I  shall 

^  Sherard  had  informed  Dr.  Richardson  of  this  intention  on  the 
part  of  Catesby  above  a  month  before,  adding,  **  he  will  do  his  business 
there  as  well,  if  not  better  than  in  Carolina,  which  is  better  known  to 
us."* — The  Duke  of  Chandos,  who  appears  to  have  instigated  him  to 
this  cliange  of  his  plan,  was  afterwards  at  the  head  of  the  subscription 
for  him  in  America. 
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speedily  try  him,  but  know  that  can't  be,  Plukenet's 
being  all  pasted  on  alphabetically,  as  he  has  pub- 
lished them,  but  without  names  to  them ;  and  'tis 
well  they  are  in  that  methode,  otherwise  *twou*d 
have  been  impossible  to  have  made  out  their  names. 
'Tis  no  easy  task  now;  for  tho'  all  the  Asj  for  ex- 
ample, are  together  (till  he  begins  a  new  alphabet), 
yet  they  don't  follow,  Ah^  Ac,  Ady  &c.  but  are  mixt; 
and  oft  times  one  must  run  over  the  whole  classe 
to  find  a  name,  viz.  if  not  in  Bufflossum,  you  must 
search  Echiunij  Ltfcops^is^  &c. 

I  have  not  receiv'd  the  mosses  you  were  so 
kind  as  to  send,  but  expect  them  on  Thursday  by 
the  return  of  Holdesworth.  My  brother  is  busy 
at  Eltham,  building  another  stove  to  answer  that 
at  the  east  end  of  his  greenhouse :  he  desires  me 
to  give  you  his  service  and  thanks,  and  to  let  you 
know  that  at  present  there  is  no  raising  of  money, 
all  Stocks  being  very  low,  and  'tis  fear'd  will  be 
still  lower.  I  believe  we  have  escap'd  in  our 
garden  as  well  at  least  as  any  here  abouts.  Dr. 
Uvedale  complains  he  has  not  sav'd  above  thirty 
of  his  perennials  that  stood  abroad.  At  Chelsea, 
there  has  been  none  to  take  care,  the  gardener 
being  dead,  and  the  chief  servant  gone  away.  I 
fear  Mr,  Dubois  has  sufiFer'd  as  much  as  others : 
not  having  been  at  Mitcham  all  the  winter,  till 
within  this  ten  days,  having  been  long  ill,  I 
call'd  on  him  this  evening,  and  was  told  he  was 
retum'd  much  better,  but  was  lain  down.     Mr. 
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Rand  has  had  a  severe  first  fit  of  the  gout»  which^ 
tho'  off,  has  left  an  ugly  cough  and  great  de- 
fluxion  on  hun :  he's  now  with  my  brother  at 
Eltham,  and  rides  to  town  as  oft  as  he  pleases, 
and  returns  thither  at  night.  Mr.  Dandridge^  is 
ill  also,  and  forced  to  Newington  for  the  air,  where 
he  has  been  several  weeks.  Of  the  few  Virtuosi 
left,  three  are  in  a  bad  state  of  health. 

The  packett  is  directed  to  Mr.  Bartlett:  I 
think  the  carrier's  name  is  Powell.  I  hope  this 
will  find  you  perfectly  recovered.  If  you  have  any 
commands  where  Fme  design'd  to  go,  let  me  have 
them,  and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  shewing  you 
how  sincerely  I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithfuU  friend  and  humble  servant, 

W.  SHERARD. 

I  had  a  letter  lately  from  Dr.  Fowlkes,  who 
writes  he  designs  to  spend  most  of  the  summer  in 
Wales,  and  will  make  a  thorow  search.  He  says, 
Saanfraga  anfftisti/olia,  fl.  lufeis  punctatis^  Breyn? 

^  Tlie  name  of  Mr.  Dandridge,  which  has  already  been  men- 
tioned more  than  once,  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in  this  correspondence, 
but  generally  in  letters  that  I  have  not  transcribed.  In  print,  I  am 
not  aware  that  he  is  any  where  to  be  found,  except  among  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Ray,  who  assisted  him  in  his  work  on  Insects.  I  infer,  from 
the  Richardson  Correspondence,  that  he  liad  paid  particular  attention 
to  the  eggs  of  birds,  but  was  likewise  attached  to  Natural  History 
in  all  its  branches. 

*  Saxifraga  HirculuSy  L, 


1 
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Cent,  was  found  near  Knutsbridge  MUls  in  Clie- 
shire — I  wish  he  does  not  mistake  it  for  Mr.  Ray*s. 
I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Preston  to  look  after 
mosses :  he  has  promised  me  several  specimens 
I  desir'd  of  plants  of  Scotland,  which  I  hope  he 
will  gather  this  summer. 

W.  S. 


Following  this  letter,  would  naturally  be  inserted 
one  from  Dr.  Richardson  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  dated  April  1st, 
172 1 9  on  Fossil  Trees;  but,  as  that  letter  is  published  m  the 
Philosophical  TranmctionSy  No.  128,  p.  526,  I  have  not 
thought  it  necessary  here  to  reprint  it,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  feel  it  would  not  be  right,  in  a  work  mainly  intended 
to  illustrate  the  character  of  Dr.  Richardson,  wholly  to  omit 
all  notice  of  a  letter  of  considerable  interest.  Taking,  there- 
fore, the  middle  path,  I  subjoin  tlie  inclosed  notice  of  it  from 
the  Ahridijement  of  the  Transaction^t,  iv.  p.  162.  "At  Youle, 
about  twelve  miles  below  York,  near  the  place  where  the 
Dun  runs  into  the  Humber,  there  are  several  persons,  called 
tryers,  who,  with  a  long  piece  of  iron,  search  in  the  soil  and 
boggy  ground  for  subterraneous  trees;  and  by  this  means 
they  can  in  a  great  measure  discover  the  length  and  thick- 
ness of  these  trees,  and  get  a  Uvelihood  by  it.  Some  are  so 
large,  that  they  are  used  for  timber  in  building  houses,  which 
is  said  to  be  more  diurable  than  oak  itself;  others  are  split  into 
laths ;  others  again  are  cut  into  long  splinters,  and  tied  up 
in  Imiidles,  and  sent  to  the  market  towns,  several  miles  off, 
to  light  tobacco.  These  trees,  when  found,  are  all  broken 
off  from  the  roots ;  I  suppose  by  violence  of  storm  or  water. 
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or  both.    The  iryers  affirm,  that  at  three  or  foiir  yards  depth 
they  find  stumps  of  trees  broken  off;  some  two,  three,  or 
four  feet  firom  the  ground,  and  to  be  exactly  the  same  wood 
^dth  the  subterraneous  trees.     The  bate  or  texture  of  this 
wood  is  the  same  with  fir,  splitting  easily:  when  burnt,  it 
emits  the  same  resinous  smell,  and  it  affords  the  same  coal. 
The  branches  generally  grow  in  circles,  as  appears  by  the 
knots,  which  easily  part  firom  the  rest  of  the  wood,  as  is 
usual  in  fir- wood.    The  straightness  and  length  of  these 
trees  are  also  a  presumption,  that  they  must  be  such ;  if 
one  consider  that  some  of  these  are  near  one  hundred  feet 
long ;  and,  at  the  bottom,  not  much  above  a  foot  in  diameter. 
It  is  afiSirmed,  that  their  tops  lie  all  one  way,  viz.  with  the 
current  of  the  water.    Oaks  are  also  found  there,  though  not 
in  so  great  quantity.     The  vitriolic  parts  of  the  earth,  in 
which  they  have  lain,  has  given  them  a  black  tincture  quite 
through,  which,  when  wrought  and  polished  fiine,  is  but  little 
inferior  to  ebony :  tliis  does  not  emit  the  same  smell  when 
burnt,  with  that  called  fir- wood ;  so  that  the  smell  of  that 
wood  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  bituminous  parts  of  the 
earth  in  which  it  has  lain.     About  sixty  or  seventy  years 
ago,  several  Dutchmen  undertook  to  drain  a  large  marsh  in 
tliat  place;   and,  in  cutting  a  channel  in  the  dry  ground 
between  the  fen  and  the  river,  at  first  they  threw  up  a  rich 
and  firm  soil,  afterwards  they  met  with  a  stratum  of  sand, 
under  that  a  stratum  of  boggy  ground,  in  which  they  found 
some  of  these  subterraneous  trees,  and,  under  that,  firm 
ground  again.     The  place,  where  these  trees  are  fomid,  is 
a  long  flat  on  the  one  side,  boimded  by  the  raging  river 
Humber,  which  often  breaks  its  banks.'' 
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LETTER  LXVIL. 
Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

August  22nd,  1721. 

Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your's  of  the  1 7th  and 
for  your  present,  which  is  altogether  rare  here, 
where  we  have  sometimes  the  black  game.  The 
businesse  of  the  inoculation  of  the  small-pox*  hath 
been  tryed ;  and  so  farr  succeeds,  as  that  they  are 

^  This  subject  is  repeatedly  mentioned  by  Sloane  in  his  subse- 
quent letters ;  and  though,  happily  for  us,  it  is  no  longer  one  of  those 
to  which  we  are  tremblingly  alive,  as  involving  the  safety  of  ourselves 
and  tliose  most  dear  to  us,  still,  whatever  concerns  the  history  of  an 
introduction  so  important  to  human  nature^  can  never  be  otherwise 
tlian  interesting. — In  his  letter  of  the  14th  of  the  following  month,  he 
says,  "  Those  who  have  been  inoculated  with  the  small-pox  liave  been 
discharged  from  Newgate :  only  one  of  them  is,  about  a  month  hence, 
to  be  put  to  bed  to  one  ill  of  the  distemper,  to  see  whether,  after 
inoculation,  they  will  take  it  the  ordinary  way.  Tlie  persons  inoculated 
had  only  a  common  purging  potion  given  them  a  week  before  the 
operation,  and  the  like  after  their  recovery,  and  no  other  medicines  the 
whole  time." — Again,  November  28th,  "  Inoculation  for  the  small-pox 
goes  on  without  any  risk.  Seventy  have  been  inoculated  at  Boston, 
in  New  England,  whereof  two  have  died,  the  rest  recovered  :  and 
concerning  this,  there  will  be  (I  am  told)  an  account  published  very 
soon ;  and  the  objections  against  the  practice  will  be  answered.** — In 
another  letter,  dated  March  22nd,  1722,  **  The  inoculation  for  the 
small-pox  goes  on  without  any  risk  hitherto:  I  have  seen  fifteen 
inoculated,  where  have  appeared  a  plain  distinct  kind  of  the  small-pox ; 
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all  well  who  have  tryed  it,  after  going  through 
sickness  at  stomach,  fevers,  and  eruptions  of  one 
kind  or  other ;  and  I  think  all  of  them,  except  one 
that  had  had  the  small-pox,  the  true  small-pox,  with 
matter  in  the  pustules,  and  at  the  wounds  where 
the  matter  was  applyed.  He  that  had  the  distem- 
per before  had  his  wounds  healed  presently.  We 
intend  to  try  if  canying  in  people  just  up  of  the 
small-pox  will  infect  these  ingrafted  people  or  not. 
1  have  thought  it  an  experiment  of  great  conse- 
quence to  mankind,  and  therefore  have  forwarded 
it  all  I  could. 

I  am. 
Your  most  obedient  serv*, 

HANS  SLOANE. 

and  all  have  gone  through  it  without  any  hazard ;"  and  fballjr,  on 
the  28th  of  the  following  August,  he  tells  Dr.  Richardson  tVat,  '<  The 
inoculation  for  the  small-pox  has  gone  on  here  in  Town  with  success, 
tin  the  hot  weather  put  a  stop  to  it.  Many  Physicians,  Surgeons, 
Apothecaries,  and  Divines  seem  to  oppose  it  with  greater  wamsth  than, 
in  my  opinion,  is  consistent  with  sound  reason  or  the  general  good  of 
mankind.  What  turn  it  will  take,  time  must  discover.  The  Cortex 
Peruvianus  met  the  same  usage  at  its  first  entrance  into  Europe ; 
hut  it  hath  been  in  England  received  with  a  general  applause  of  late 
years,  though  it  has  still  more  enemies  than  it  deserves  ;  and,  perhaps, 
the  same  reasons  at  bottom  may  hinder  the  use  of  the  one  and  tlie 
other." 
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LETTER  LXVIII. 

Dr,  Sherard  to  Dr,  Richardson, 

London,  September  7th,  1721. 

Dear  Sir^ 

'Tis  a  fortnight  this  day  that  my  bro- 
ther and  I  retum'd  from  our  excursion  to  Paris,  by 
way  of  Holland,  whence  I  brought  a  Dutch  ague, 
which  has  been  the  occasion  you  have  not  heard 
from  me  sooner. 

We  brought  many  plants  from  Amsterdam  and 
Leyden,  besides  what  seeds  were  then  ripe ;  and 
expect  the  rest  as  soon  as  fit  to  be  gathered.  What 
we  sent  from  France  are  not  yet  arriv'd,  but  expect 
them  every  day :  as  soon  as  come  you  shall  have 
part  of  them,  and  of  the  plants  next  summer  when 
we  have  increased  them.  We  bought  also  at  Haer- 
lem  a  great  number  of  bulbs,  which  will  soon 
increase. 

I  have  brought  over  with  me  Dr.  Dillenius, 
who  has  with  him  most  (if  not  all)  of  his  Fiingi^ 
painted,  and  all  his  Lichenes,  Lichenastra,  and 
Muscos  neatly  designed,  with  most  of  the  plants  he 

1  Hiere  is  still  preserved,  in  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Oxford,  a 
collection  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  coloured  drawing?  o£  Fungi, 
by  Dillenius,  very  neatly  executed,  and  none  of  them  yet  published. 
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names  for  new  in  his  Catalogue,  designing  to  have 
printed  Historia  Plantarum  Gissensiuniy  as  he  men- 
tions in  his  book^  to  which  he  has  printed  an  Ap- 
pendix, with  his  answer  to  Dr.  Rivinus's  objections. 
I  have  brought  Buxbaum's  new  Catalogue  of  the 
plants  about  Halle  for  you,  which  is  all  I  found 
new.  I  think  I  sent  you  Ruppii  Flora  Jenensis, 
and  Scheuchzer's  Agrostographia.  Vander  Aa  is 
reprinting  Scheuchzer's  Itinera  Alpina,  with  the 
addition  of  some  more  voyages  he  has  since  made.^ 

Mr.  Moyle  (I  heard  this  day  from  Stephens) 
has  been  dead  about  two  months,  which  I  am 
sorry  for.  I  don't  hear  he  has  left  the  catalogue 
of  English  birds  he  promised  to  send  me  to  be 
printed  in  the  IVansacHans ;  but  Mr.  Stephens 
believes  they  are  added  in  Mr.  Ray's  Ornithology^ 
and  promises  to  look  after  it  and  write  it  out. 

Mons'  Masson  of  Dieppe  is  graving  his  book  of 
the  fishes  of  the  Channel  :^  I  saw  six  plates  grav'd, 
and  all  the  designs,  (which  amount  to  about  two 

^  Respecting  this  work,  see  Note  p.  94.  The  first  edition  of 
these  travels  had  contained  only  three  tours  :  to  the  second,  here 
alluded  to,  which  appeared  at  Leyden  in  1723,  in  2  vols.  4to.  six  more 
were  added.  It  was  published,  as  here  stated,  by  Peter  Vander  Aa, 
the  Murray  or  Longman  of  his  day;  the  same  whose  Bibliotheca 
Exquisitissima,  was,  according  to  Dr.  Dibdin,  the  first  announcement 
of  the  sale  of  a  library  in  the  life-time  of  its  owner. 

^  No  notice  of  this  work,  or  of  any  one  on  the  same  subject,  or 
of  any  by  Masson,  appears  in  the  Bibliotheca  Banksiana;  and  I 
therefore  presume  that  it  was  never  published,  though  some  of  the 
plates  were  engraved.  Masson  is  again  mentioned  in  the  following 
letter. 


174  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

hundred,)  admirably  well  designed :  after  this  hell 
print  his  birds. 

My  brother  is  at  Eltham,  busy  in  looking  after 
his  new  acquisitions,  and  building  new  stoves :  he 
found  a  letter  from  you  at  his  return ;  but  I  fear 
has  not  yet  answered  it.  His  partner  is  gone  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks  into  the  country;  so  that,  when 
he  comes  to  town,  he  is  as  full  of  business  as  at 
Eltham.  Mr.  lioyd  lives  at  Cheam,  in  Surrey, 
but  has  a  house  in  town,  as  minister  of  Covent* 
Garden :  'tis  not  far  from  the  church. 

Dr.  Dillenius  will  design  all  the  mosses,  &c. 
you  have  been  so  kind  to  furnish  me  with,  and 
what  you  shall  find  new. 

I  have  not  been  at  the  other  end  of  the  town 
yet  to  inquire  for  letters  from  Sig"  Micheli,  whose 
book  ought  to  have  been  finished  and  sent  before 
this :  as  soon  as  I  have  any  news,  you  shall  hear 
it. 

My  service  to  your  lady  and  family.  I  hope 
this  will  find  you  in  good  health.    Adieu,  dear  Sir. 

I  am. 

Your  most  faithfull  friend  and  humble  servant, 

W.  SHERARD. 
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LETTER  LXIX. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  October  1 4th,  1721. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  the  box  that  Mrs.  Wansell  sent  you 
on  Friday  last,  by  Holdesworth  the  carrier,  directed 
to  B.  Bartlett,  you  will  find  the  two  books  you  de- 
sir'd,  and  a  few  seeds,  such  as  my  brother  had  by 
him,  or  brought  from  Holland ;  those  from  Prance 
not  being  yet  come,  which  I  admire  at.  If  I  receive 
them,  you  shall  be  sure  of  part  of  them,  for  spring 
sowing.  I  have  not  yet  the  cones  of  Cedrus  Libani,^ 
but  expect  them  by  the  return  of  our  general  ships. 

The  plants  you  were  so  kind  to  send  were 
taken  care  of  by  our  gardener,  who  is  an  excellent 
fellow,  as  fond  of  plants  as  his  master. 

Scheuchzer's  works  are  reprinting  by  Vander 
Aa,  with  a  new  voyage,  that  was  not  in  the  London 
edition :  his  Hist.  Nat.  Helvetia  is  published  only 
in  German,  but  will  be  in  Latin  speedily.* 

The  books  Sir  H.  Sloane  sent  you  are  grown 
very  scarce ;  few  of  them  being  to  be  met  with. 

^  Bespectiag  the  introduction  of  this  mogt  grand,  most  spectral, 
tree  into  Britain,  see  Note  to  the  Memoir  of  Dr.  Richardson. 

^  It  never  was  so  :  the  Beschreibung  der  NeUurgeschichte  des 
Schweizerlands  had  appeared  in  8  vols.  4to.  at  Zurich  in  1706, 1707, 
and  1708. 


176  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

I  have  been  to  wait  on  him;  but  he  is  so  busy, 
that  I  fear  he'll  never  have  time  to  look  out  the 
plants  I  want.  I  told  him,  before  I  went  to  France, 
that,  unless  he  would  let  me  have  the  use  of  them,  I 
would  not  bring  Dr.  Dillenius  over.  He  promised  me 
fairly  then,  and,  when  I  was  to  wait  on  him,  ask'd 
me  when  I  wou'd  come  for  them :  I  answer'd  him, 
I  came  for  part  of  them,  viz.  the  Lichenes,  Musci, 
&c.  being  at  work  on  that  tribe :  he  said,  I  might 
have  Buddie's  book  (which  I  had  had  before):  I 
told  him  I  could  not  finish  them  without  Plukenet's 
and  Petiver's.  Plukenet's,  he  said,  were  dispers'd 
in  several  volumes  (which  I  knew  very  well.)  I 
desired  then  Petiver's,  which  I  suppos'd  to  be  in 
order  and  together :  he  said,  they  were  not,  but 
mixt  and  in  different  quires.  I  shall  try  him  once 
more ;  and,  if  he  refuses  me,  shall  not  forbear 
upbraiding  him  for  the  breach  of  his  promise,  and 
the  expense  he  has  put  me  to.  He  has  made  a  cata- 
logue of  his  medals,  which  Mons*^  Masson  has 
corrected,  and  is  now  busy  upon  his  shells,  which 
he  has  not  time  to  do  with  any  tolerable  exactness. 
Had  he  set  on  his  plants,  as  I  would  have  had  him, 
he  might  have  preserv'd  them  in  some  measure ; 
for  they  will  be  eat  up  (if  they  are  not  already)  in 
a  little  time :  I  mean  Petiver's ;  for  Plukenet's  are 
pasted  on. 

Dr.  Dillenius  desires  me  to  give  you  his  best 
services:  he  has  design'd  all  your  mosses  that  he 
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had  not  before,  with  some  out  of  Buddie's  book, 
and  others  I  had  from  friends  abroad.  Your  fourth 
and  fifth  Muscij  in  your  last,  are  new  to  him  and  me, 
as  also  the  Lichen;  but,  upon  examining  the  third, 
he  fears  the  only  head  does  not  belong  to  it.  Tme 
glad  to  hear  you  are  so  well,  and  design  to  make 
some  additions  to  your  mosses.  I  shall,  as  soon  as 
we  have  finished  that  tribe,  desire  some  more  spe- 
cimens of  some  of  the  sorts  for  friends,  which  you 
shall  have  a  catalogue  of  by  next. — My  brother  is 
at  Eltham  very  busy,  where  he  spends  most  of  his 
time.     My  service  to  your  good  family,  from. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  faithful  friend  and  humble  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 
I  think  I  wrote  you  that  Mr.  Moyle  is  dead. 


LETTER  LXX. 

Dr.  Uvedale  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Enfield,  February  2drd,  1721-2. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  receiv'd  your  kind  present  of  fowl, 
and  retume  you  my  hearty  thankes  for  it,  and 
your  judicious  and  friendly  advice. — I  cannot  yett 
gett  free  of  my  indisposicion :  my  family  would  per- 
suade me  I  gett  ground  of  it ;  but  I  thinke  I  have 

N 
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little  reason  to  believe  them.  While  my  distemper 
was  in  the  extreame  parte,  it  was  favourable  and 
of  short  continuance,  but  quick  retumes;  and  I 
did  nothing  to  disturb  it ;  but  since  it  has  reach'd 
my  head,  it  is  very  troublesome  and  obstinate, 
and  gives  me  many  restlesse  nights  and  some 
days. — I  am  not  wanting  to  myself  in  observing 
punctually  the  directions  of  my  kind  and  learned 
friends  of  the  faculty,  to  whome  Lam  much  oblig'd; 
tho'  they  order  me  few  medicines,  but  to  keep  my 
body  open,  havmg  bUster'd  me  in  a  painfull  par- 
oxisme,  and  made  fontinells  in  my  scapula.  I  find  noe 
alteration  in  my  stomach,  as  I  never  in  my  life  was  a 
good  trencherman.  I  eat  not  a  great  deal  and  but 
once  in  a  day,  but  as  much  as  I  us'd  to  doe  when 
perfectly  well,  and  my  meal  sits  as  easy.  Neither 
am  I  nice  in  my  diet,  but  use  common  family  food, 
avoiding  only  any  salt  meats,  which  I  cannot  thinke 
proper  in  my  case,  tho'  they  would  be  gratefull  to 
me ;  and  I  deny  not  myselfe  a  glasse  of  generous 
wine,  which  is  not  only  allow'd  but  recommended  to 
me.  This  is  my  present  case ;  and  whether  eighty 
shall  conquer  or  distemper,  God  only  knows ;  and  I 
acquiesce  in  his  appointment.^ 

You  may  believe  my  garden  suffers  as  well  as  I. 
Tho'  I  have  hands  enough,  yett  not  one  that 
understands  any  thing  of  the  matter;  and  I  can 
seldome  gpe  to  give  them  directions;  and  they  are 

1  He  died  August  I7th,  1722,  aged  81. 
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not  often  taken.  I  am  forewarned  of  hazarding 
catching  cold,  which  makes  me  very  cautious  of 
venturing  out,  or  staying  long  in  the  open  ah* :  all 
the  exercise  I  can  take  is  rumbUng  about  four  or 
five  miles  every  day  before  dinner  in  my  chariot, 
which  a  little  refreshes  me.  But  I  feare  I  have 
tired  you.  I  can,  notwithstanding,  enjoy  a  UtUe 
pleasure  in  turning  over  my  Hortus  Siccus,  to 
which  you  have  been  soe  great  a  benefactor;  and 
cannot  but  beg  the  continuance  of  your  corres- 
pondence, for  you  are  now  the  only  correspondent 
I  have ;  for  I  have  not  had  a  line  firom  any  other 
of  my  botanic  friends  for  above  four  months  last 
past,  which  is  noe  pleasant  remarque  to  me.  Your 
kindnesse  must  make  up  my  disappointment.  Adieu, 
and  continue  your  friendship  to 

Your  obliged  friend  and  serv*, 

ROB.  UVEDALE. 


LETTER  LXXI. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardsdn. 

LoNDOH,  Bfay  12th,  1722. 

Dbah  Sir, 

I  can't  tell  what  thoughts  you'll  have 
of  me  for  neglecting  so  long  to  answer  your  last 
kind  letter ;  but  Fie  assure  you  I  never  was  busier 

n2 
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in  niv  whole  life.  Dr.  Dillenius  will  witness  we 
have  work'd  ten  hours  a  day  this  two  months  past; 
and,  without  continuing  at  that  rate,  we  shall  never 
finish.  Your  curious  collection  of  mosses  were 
highly  welcome;  a  large  number  and  fair  speci- 
mens. 

The  Doctor^  has  found  some  new  about  Eltham; 
but  he  has  not  had  time  to  rove  far.  Mr.  Dale 
sent  up  a  new  Lichen,  very  different,  in  good  state : 
'tis  of  the  pileatus  kind,  with  very  small  leaves, 
crenated.  I  am  mightily  pleas'd  to  hear  of  your 
second  son's  inclinations,  (pray  my  service  in  par- 
ticular to  him:)  if  we  had  half  a  dozen  such  geniuses 
in  different  parts  of  England,  every  thing  wou'd  be 
observ'd.  Mr.  Manningham^  is  really  curious  and 
diligent ;  and  a  gentleman  at  Greenwich,  of  a  plen- 
tyfuU  fortune,  has  lately  fallen  on  this  study,  and 
promises  well,  if  he  holds  to  it.  I  have  not  his 
acquaintance  yet ;  but  he  has  promis'd  to  send  his 
mosses  and  fuci  the  beginning  of  next  WQek :  he 
keeps  a  pleasure  boat,  and  sails  about  the  coast  in 
search  of  what  he  can  meet. 

'  His  brother,  James  Sherard,  m.d. 
2  «  E  vivis  laudaiDus  D.  Dubois,  D.  Dale,  D.  Manningham,  et 
D.  Rand  :" — So  says  Dillenius,  in  his  Preface  to  Ray*s  Synopsis ;  and 
this  is  all  I  have  been  able  to  find  concerning  Ra/s  friend.  Rev.  Thos. 
Manningham,  except  that  lie  was  a  Prebendary  of  Westminster :  so 
true  is  it  that  the  world  never  ffwes,  it  only  pays:  he  published 
nothing ;  and  his  name  has  therefore  been  consigned  to  oblivion. — 
"  Vixcre  fortes,"  &c. 
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I  have  received  seventy-nine  plates  of  Sig"* 
Micheli's :  he  will  make  them  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty:  he  takes  in  all  the  submarines.*  I 
have  subscribed  for  five  plates  more,  and  recom- 
mended him  to  Dr.  Boerhaave,  who  generously 
sent  him  for  twenty;  so  that  he'll  want  no  more 
for  this  work.  I  have  advanced  money  to  send 
Pilgrim  Moore*  to  New  England,  and  all  is  ready: 

'  Such  was  his  intention ;  but  the  intention  was  never  fulfilled : 
the  plates,  however,  were  engraved,  and  very  excellent  they  are. 
There  are  two  sets  of  impressions  from  them  in  England  :  one  in  the 
Banksian  Library,  another,  formerly  the  property  of  Linnaeus,  in  that 
of  the  Linnuean  Society.  The  coppers  are  with  the  rest  of  Micheli*s 
collections.  My  poor  friend,  Targioni,  determined  to  publish  them, 
with  the  letter-press  which  had  been  prepared  by  Micheli  himself;  and 
he  actually  did  put  out  one  number,  shortly  after  I  left  Italy,  in  1826 ; 
but  he  was  old,  and  met  witli  little  encouragement,  and  stopped. 

^  Tliis  is  not  the  first  mention  in  the  Richardson  Correspondence 
of  this  man,  whom  Sherard  and  Richardson  had  known  when  they 
were  together  in  Wales,  in  May  1718,  and  of  whom,  the  former  had 
told  his  friend,  in  a  letter  dated  five  months  before  this,  **  the  Pilgrim 
Botanist,  Mr.  Moore,  is  desirous  of  going  to  New  England  and  tlie 
rest  of  our  Colonies  in  North  America.  He  is  an  excellent  collector 
of  all  parts  of  Natural  History,  and  desires  no  more  tlian  a  poor 
subsistence ;  a  mere  philosopher,  who  designs  printing  tables  of  all 
parts  of  Natural  History  :  he  is  now  busy  in  copying  them  out  on 
parchment ;  his  paper  scheme  being  worn  out  and  torn.  They  look 
like  so  many  tailor's  measures,  joined  at  top  and  rolled  up.  It  is 
pity  he  b  not  younger;  and  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  know  him  sooner:  he 
would  have  done  more  service  tlian  all  tliat  have  been  sent  abroad.** — 
It  will  be  shown  in  the  sequel  how  little  tlu^se  hopes  were  verified. — 
In  a  subsequent  letter,  Sherard  says,  in  reference  to  Moore,  what  also 
throws  some  light  upon  Sir  Hans  Sloane's  pecuniary  situation  and 
cliaractcr,  "  Sir  Hans  is  ready  to  promote  such  designs,  wallowing  in 
money  ;  but  he  will  not  procure  a  subscription  among  his  friends,  as 
he  easily  might.**  n  3 
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I  have  put  you  down  for  one,  at  twenty  shillings 
per  annum :  he  is  to  go  after  to  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pensilvania. 

I  have  missed  two  fine  parcells  of  seeds  this 
season^  by  our  curs'd  long  quarantine^  but  hope 
they'le  do  well  in  autumn. 

I  believe  Sir  Francis  Leicester  will  be  all  the 
summer  in  the  country^  and  beg  of  you  to  write 
for  a  specimen  of  the  Calamus.  Poor  Mr.  Yaillant 
is  quite  wore  out :  he  begs  of  me  to  come  to  Paris; 
and  I  design  it  the  end  of  next  week. — ^I  shall 
bring  over  (unless  hindred  by  the  government  in 
France)  all  his  large  and  learned  collection  of 
plants,  seeds^  and  fruits  ;^  he  desiring  it  should  be 
in  my  hands  rather  than  any  body's  else,  I  paying 
him  what  has  been  offer  d  by  another.  'Twill  be 
of  singular  advantage  to  me  in  the  Pinax;  no  man 
knowing  plants  better  than  him;  nor  has  any  one 
ever  taken  the  pains  he  has  done  to  verify  them 
by  authors. 

Dr.  Breynius  assures  me  I  shall  have  specimens 
of  the  plants  which  I  desir'd,  published  by  his  father: 
he  promises  to  publish  next  year,  the  Viridarium 
Prussicum  et  Ca^subicum,  with  fifty  plates^  grav'd 
in  his  father's  time :  I  met  with  seventeen  of  them 
in  Holland.  I  have  not  yet  receiv'd  Pontedera's 
Anthohgia ;  when  I  do.  Fie  send  you  one.    He  is 

^  Sherard  was  disappointed  in  this  expectation — See  the 

foliowing^  letter. 
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very  curious,  but  wiD  never  discover  a  third  of 
the  plants  that  Micheli  has  done. 

My  brother  has  taken  Dr.  Dillenius  this  af- 
ternoon to  Eltham,  to  spend  the  holidays;  (my 
business  not  permitting  me  to  go.)  I  told  them  I 
wou'd  not  fail  writing  to  you  this  night ;  and  they 
both  desire  their  service  to  you.  My  sister  designs 
for  Leicestershire  this  summer ;  and  *tis  probable 
my  brother  may  go  with  her :  if  so,  he  threatens 
to  give  you  a  visit :  he  has  a  great  mind  to  view 
Cheviott  hills,  and  return  by  the  eastern  coast.  I 
am  very  sincerely. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  faithfiill  humble  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  LXXII. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  July  24th,  1722. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  rejoiced  to  see  your*s  of  the  1 5th,  con- 
cluding you  had  been  laid  up  with  the  gout,  by 
not  hearing  from  you  sooner,  as  you  promised  in 
your's  of  the  25th  June.  I  am  glad  I  was  mistaken, 
and  that  you  are  in  good  health.  I  received  your 
curious  cargo ;  and  Dr.  Dillenius  has  been  at  work 
designing  what  is  new.  I  cannot  but  think  that,  if 
we  had  ten  or  twelve  intelligent  persons  in  different 
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counties,  the  Catalogue  of  English  Plants  would 
amount  to  several  hundreds  more  than  are  yet 
discovered.  My  brother  is  gone  with  Mr.  Rand  to 
search  the  coast  of  Sussex ;  and  they  are  to  be 
conducted  there  by  Mr.  Manningham.  He  talks  of 
going  at  his  return  to  Mr.  Dale  and  Mr.  Andrews, 
at  Sudbury,  in  Suffolk ;  so  to  Newmarket  and  Cam- 
bridge ;  and  it  is  probable,  when  there,  may  make 
a  trip  into  the  Fens.  Afterwards,  he  talks  of  a 
tour  into  Kent,  to  fetch  plants  into  his  garden. 

A  new  gardener^  is  chose  at  Chelsea ;  and  the 
company  seem  to  be  hearty  in  promoting  the  garden. 

Dr.  Beeston^  of  Ipswich  has  been  in  town,  at 
Fairchild's,  Chelsea,  Hampton-Court,  and  Eltham ; 
but  neither  my  brother  nor  I  saw  him,  though  he 
told  our  gardener  he  came  over  on  purpose  to  see 
us.     He  is  very  curious  and  knowing  in  plants, 

^  Mr.  Philip  Miller,  author  of  tlie  Oardener's  Dictionary, 
whose  name  will  afterwards  appear  among  Dr.  Richardson's  Corres- 
pondents. His  father  had  held  tlie  same  appointment  in  this  garden 
before  him. 

^  I  have  been  able  to  collect  no  particulars  respecting  Dr. 
Beeston.  One  of  his  descendants,  as  I  believe,  Dr.  William  Beeston 
Coyte,  was  an  eminent  cultivator  of  plants  in  the  same  town,  and 
published  in  1796  a  quarto  volume,  containing  a  catalogue  of  the 
plants  in  his  garden,  under  the  title  of  Hortus  Botanicus  GippO' 
vicensis^  Dr.  Coyte  began  life  as  a  clergyman,  in  which  capacity  he 
resided  at  Yarmouth,  and  afterwards  at  Halesworth,  as  curate  to  Rev. 
Tliomas  Forster.  When  there,  he  was  notorious  for  having  preached 
on  a  Sunday,  and  the  vety  next  day  having  adopted  the  Physician's 
wig  and  cane,  in  opposition  to  Dr.  D*Urban,  the  father  of  the  present 
Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  who  challenged  him  on  the  occasion. 
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and  has  a  fine  collection  of  exotics,  which  he  gives 
to  the  new  garden  at  Cambridge,  as  he  told  our 
gardener. — I  designed  to  have  wrote  to  you  on 
Saturday;  but,  Mr.  Dale  spending  a  whole  day  at 
Eltham,  did  not  return  till  Friday,  and  had  not 
time  to  look  over  your  cargo  and  make  a  few 
observations  on  it,  which  are  but  conjectures. 
You,  that  have  seen  the  mosses  growing,  can  best 
judge  whether  right  or  no;  for  it  is  next  to  im- 
possible to  distinguish  some  of  them  by  dried  spe- 
cimens. 

I  received  yesterday  a  final  answer  from  Paris : 
the  king  has  bought  Mr.  Vaillant's  cabinet  for  one 
thousand  two  hundred  pistoles,  has  ordered  it  to  be 
kept  in  the  garden,^  and  given  his  post  to  Dr.  Jus- 
sieu's  brother.*  Please  to  send  word  what  succulent 
and  other  plants  you  want,  that  you  may  have  them 
sent  next  month.  Pray  remember  the  Sorbtis  tor- 
mhialis^  &c. —  Heartily  wishing  you  health  and 
prosperity, 

I  remain^  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged,  &c. 

W.  SHERARD. 

^  Sherard  had  actually  contracted  for  the  purcliose,  and  was 
much  chagrined  at  not  obtaining  it : — *'  It  will  be  a  great  loss  to  mc,** 
he  says,  "  and  no  benefit  to  tlie  public,  to  Irnve  them  left  in  France." 

^  Bernard  dc  Jussieu,  the  younger  brother  of  Antoine,  a  man  of 
whom  Haller  says,  "  Summus  botonieus,  quem  vero  nimia  modcstia  a 
scribendo  deterruit"  He  did  publish,  however ;  though  very  little. 

•"' .  CratiPfjUb  tormituilis,  L. 
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LETTERS  LXXIII. 


Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  Dr.  Richardson, 


Sir, 


October  9di,  1722. 


Tis  a  good  while  since  I  sent  to  your 
carrier's  a  book  tyed  up  in  brown  paper,  viz, 
Scheuchzer's  second  edition  of  a  folio  book,  on  a 
subject  which,  I  am  very  sure,  you  will  be  pleased 
with. — I  had  two  of  them,  and  thought  I  could  not 
employ  one  better  than  to  putt  it  into  your  hands. 
I  hope  you  have  receiv'd  it,  and  remain. 

Your  most  obedient  serv*, 

HANS  SLOANE. 


LETTER  LXXIV. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  October  Idth,  1722. 

Dear  Sir, 

Will  you  excuse  my  neglect  in  not 
answering  your  kind  letter  before  this?  I  have 
had  it  often  in  my  mind ;  but  in  the  evening  have 

'  This  letter  is  inserted  for  no  other  reason  than  as  an  introduction 
to  the  following  from  Dr.  Richardson. — See  p.  190. 
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been  generally  so  tir'd  that  1  had  little  stomach  to 
take  pen  in  hand  again^  tho'  Dr.  DiUenius  often 
reminded  me. 

I  can't  now  give  jou  an  account  of  what  you 
were  pleas'd  to  send  me  last,  without  looking  over 
them,  which  have  not  time  to  do  at  present. — ^The 
specimens  were  a  little  moist,  and  changed  in  colour, 
by  being  pack'd  up  with  the  plants  you  sent  my 
brother:  especially  the  Sideritis  lutea^  suffered,  by 
being  mouldy.  I  don't  remember  to  have  seen  it 
beyond  sea ;  neither  do  I  find  it  agree  to  any  yet 
described.  The  Subulariie  altera  species,^  I  ex- 
pect soon  f5pom  Zurich,  in  flower.  I  wrote  to  Dr. 
Scheuchzer  (whose  son  is  now  here)  to  plant  it 
near  the  side  of  the  lake,  that  it  might  rise  above 
water  and  flower,  which  he  tells  me  his  father  did, 
and  that  it  flowered  very  well,  bore  a  tetrapetalous 
white  flower,  as  I  guess'd  it  did,  being  of  the  same 
family  with  the  Junci/olia  sub  aquis  nascens,  each- 
learia  captulis^  R.  Syn.  281,  that  I  found  in  Lough- 
neagh:  the  other  Subularic^  of  Mr.  Lhwyd,  and 
the  planta  aq.  repens,  I  beUeve  will  prove  of  the 
same  genus,  which  I  hope  to  be  satisfied  of  next 
year  by  you. 

Dr.  DiUenius  works  after  candle-light  on  the 
Synopsis;  but  I  wou*d  willingly  have  this  genus 

'  OaieapsU  villosa.  J^tds.  '  Sulmlaria  aguatiea.  X. 

^  Anne  Subuiaria  aquatica.  LJ       ^  laotU^  iaauiris.   aei  fi, 

» 
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grav'd  before  'tis  published :  he  has  designed  seve- 
ral of  Mr.  Ray's  new  plants,  in  order  to  it. 

I  had  a  letter  this  week  from  Mr.  Catesby,  at 
Carolina,  who  sent  me  two  quires  of  dry'd  plants, 
forty  of  which  were  new :  by  the  last  ships,  which 
may  arrive  before  Christmas,  he  promises  me  a  much 
larger  collection,  with  seeds  and  fruits,  which  you 
may  depend  on.  I  fear  Mr.  Moore  will  arrive  too 
late  in  New  England  to  perform  any  great  matters 
this  year :  however,  I  expect  some  late  seeds  from 
him.  I  have  lately  received  part  of  the  plants  I 
dcsir  d  from  Dr.  Breynius,  in  order  to  adjust  his 
father's  works  with  other  authors;  and  he  promises 
us  the  rest  speedily.  In  France,  I  have  no  corres- 
pondent, now  poor  Mr.  Vaillant  is  dead,  who  was 
of  more  use  to  me  than  all  the  rest,  were  they 
dispos'd  to  entertain  commerce  with  me.^ — Dr. 
Boerhaave  has  been  very  ill,  but  (as  I  hear)  is 
past  danger,  tho'  have  had  no  letter  from  him. 
Sig"  Micheli  is  return'd  from  Ragusa,  and  is  very 
busy  in  finishing  his  book.  You  have  heard  of 
Mr.  Miller's  Botanicum  officinale;^  a  book  of  five 

^  Tlie  author  of  this  work,  Joseph  ^liller,  an  Apothecary  in 
London,  and  Demonstrator  of  Botany  at  Chelsea,  in  whidi  post  he 
succeeded  Rand  in  1 740,  and  held  it  for  six  ye9rs,  must  not  be  con- 
founded with  his  namesake,  the  author  of  tlie  Dictionary,  alreiuiy 
mentioned  in  Note,p,  184.  Sheiuid  luid  reason  to  say  tliat  tlic  Botuni' 
cttm  officinale  was  useless  to  him,  inasmuch  as  it  was  properly  a  medical 
work,  being,  as  it  styles  itself  in  the  title-page,  A  Compendious  Herbal; 
tjiving  an,  Account  of  all  such  Plants  as  are  now  uaed  in  the  Practice 
of  Physic,  with  their  Descriptions  ami  Virtues. 
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shillings  in  English,  of  no  use  to  me.  Dr.  Blair 
has  sent  up  a  manuscript,  under  the  title  of  P/iar- 
maco-Botanologia^  on  the  same  subject,  which  he 
designs  to  print  in  ten  Decades.  I  have  looked 
over  the  first,  which  is  not  to  my  purpose:  only 
he  is  very  large  and  particular  about  the  sea- 
wormwood,  of  which  he  makes  about  twenty  sorts ; 
which,  however  distinguishable  when  growing,  are 
not  distinct  by  the  specimens  he  has  sent  of  them.^ 
Amongst  the  dry'd  plants  from  Dr.  Breynius, 
he  sent  me  the  Sanicula  autumnalisy  ifc.  latifolia^ 
which  is  much  larger  flower'd  than  that  you  sent; 
so  that  I  beheve  your  s  to  be  the  angustifolia  of 
his  father's  Century ^  and  diflFerent  from  the  latifolia. 
I  am  not  intirely  satisfied  about  the  Sorbus  tarmi'- 
nalis.  My  brother  is  most  at  Eltham,  and,  as  I 
hear,  building  something  underground;  I  suppose 
for  quickening  hot-beds.  I  shall  go  next  week  to 
see  Mrs.  Uvedale,  in  order  to  think  of  disposing  of 
the  plants.    Mr.  Wasboum  has  planted  the  tulips, 

'  'Notwithstanding  the  slighting  manner  in  which  Sherard  here 
speaks  of  Dr.  Patrick  Blair,  he  is  enumerated  by  Dr.  Pulteney  among 
those  to  whom  our  Botany  is  most  indebted;  and  many  pages  are 
devoted,  in  the  Sketches,  to  him  and  to  his  publications.  He  was  a 
Physician,  and  practised  first  at  Dundee,  then  in  London,  and  ulti- 
mately at  Boston.  Of  his  work  here  mentioned,  seven  Decades  only 
were  published ;  the  firat  in  1723,  the  last  in  1728.  His  most  important 
book  was  his  Botanick  Essays^  written  in  defence  of  the  Sexes  of 
Plants,  in  1720,  and,  according  to  Dr.  Pulteney.  "  the  first  complete 
work,  at  least  in  the  English  language,  on  the  subject.* 

^  Sarifraga  mttumnalis.  L, 
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which  will  be  sold  in  bloom ;  and,  I  beUeve,  the 
best  way  with  the  stove  plants  will  be  to  sell  them 
in  pairs,  or  so  many  in  a  lott  together.  Take  care 
of  your  health,  that  you  may  live  long  and  happy. 
I  am  very  truly. 

Dear  firiend, 
Your  most  faithfull  humble  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  LXXV. 

Dr,  Richardson  to  Sir  Ham  Sloane. 

NoETH  BiEELBT,  October  14th,  1722. 

Honoured  Sir, 

On  Friday  last,  I  received.  Scheuchzer's 
Herbarium  Diluvianumy  and,  the  day  after,  your 
letter.  Where  the  booke  has  layn  thus  long  I  can- 
not learn,  though  I  received  it  very  safe.  I  am  very 
much  obliged  to  you  for  this  and  all  your  other 
former  favours:  'tis  a  very  speciouse  booke.  I  have 
only  had  time  to  dip  into  it.  I  find  my  old  friend, 
Lhwyd,  is  often  accused  in  it,^  especially  in  relation 

^  Scheuchzer^s  remarks  upon  Lhwyd  are  certainly  very  8e?ere» 
and  are  expressed  in  a  coarseness  of  language  that  cannot  hut  be 
regarded  as  reprehensible.  Lhwyd  was  a  man  to  whom  the  science 
was  infinitely  indebted;  however  erroneous, or  evenabsurdt  his  theories 
may  be  considered.  He,  himself,  combated  others,  certainly  not  less 
absurd,  on  the  part  of  Plott ;  and  he  led  the  way  to  our  present  more 
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to  Litliophyts ;  and  I  think  in  some  places  unde- 
servedly. He  finds  fault  with  him  for  affirming,  that 
most  of  the  minerall  leaves  are  less  than  those  they 
represent.  I  must  own  I  found  it  so  in  our  cole- 
pitts ;  but  an  exact  likeness  of  any  one  plant,  upon 
due  comparison,  I  never  yet  met  with ;  though  our 
colepitts  (as  long  as  they  were  continued,  which  was 
for  three  or  four  years)  a£Forded  plenty,  especially 
Capillarys.  It  seems  a  little  odd  that  Capillarys 
should  be  brought  out  of  the  Indies  to  leave  their 
impresses  with  us;  whereas  Scheuchzer  owns  that 
the  formes  of  fishes,  found  in  stone  in  his  country, 
are  of  such  as  their  rivers  and  lakes  afford.  The 
representation  of  fishes  in  Langius  seems  to  be 
much  less  than  the  life;  and  that  of  a  flounder,  in 
Lithaphyta,  in  which  he  gives  you  the  figure  of  one 
of  the  largest;  and  some  he  observed  no  longer  than 
the  seeds  of  Coweparsnep,  which,  indeed,  are  very 
small,  compared  with  any  real  fishes  I  know  of ; 
but  I  wil  give  you  no  farther  trouble  about  this 
subject  at  present. 

We  have  had  no  person  inoculated  for  the 
small-pox  here  since  April  last,  when  two  children 
out  of  three  underwent  the  operation,  and  had  the 
distinct  kind  very  favourably.  The  thirds  about 
« 

perfect,  though  fiur  from  really  perfect,  knowledge  of  these  fossil  bodies. 
His  idea  whs,  that  they  were  produced  from  the  semma  of  'fishes,  &c. 
raised  by  T^x>urs  from  the  sea,  and  conveyed  by  the  clouds  and  rftin 
throu^  the  crerices  into  the  internal  parts  of  the  earth. 
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two  months  after,  was  seized  with  the  same  dis- 
temper, but  of  a  malignant  confluent  kind,  attended 
with  convulsion,  which  in  seven  days'  time  tooke 
off  the  child:  this  seems  to  have  created  a  more 
favourable  oppinion  of  inoculation  here,  than  was 
formerly  received. 

If  I  meet  with  any  thing  here,  which  I  think 
worth  acquainting  you  with,  you  may  be  assured  of 
a  line  from, 

Your  much  obliged  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 


LETTER  LXXVI. 

Dr,  Slierard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

_  ^  London,  April  6th,  1728. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  in  hopes  of  answering  your  kind 
letter  last  week,  and  sendhig  you  some  cones  of 
Cedar  of  Libanus,  with  the  three  pounds  of  tea,  sent 
yesterday-was-sennight  by  Mrs.  AUason,  but  cou'd 
not  get  them  out  of  the  Custom-House  time  enough ; 
so  was  forc'd  to  put  it  oflf  till  yesterday,  when  they 
went  in  a  small  box  by  Hall,  the  carrier,  directed 
to  B.  Bartlett.* — I  saw  Mr.  Thoresby  at  the  Society 

'  Benjamio  Bartlett,  whose  name  frequently  occurs  in  these 
letters,  was  a  Surgeon  at  Bradford.  His  son  of  the  same  name,  who 
was  also  a  medical  man,  removed  to  London.     He  was  much  ac- 


■I 
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last  iveek  and  this,  who  desir'd  a  cone  for  a  speci- 
men :  I  told  him  I  should  send  some  to  you,  and 
that  you  wou'd  give  him  one :  however,  if  you*ll 
sow  them  all,  I  can  furnish  him,  having  a  good 

quantity. 

I  should  be  very  glad  Cheviot  hills  were 
search'd  before  the  new  edition  of  Ray's  Synopsis 
is  printed ;  but  my  brother  seems  resolv'd  to  take 
a  turn  thro'  France  and  Italy  this  summer,  and  to 
be  back  by  winter.  I  am  confident  several  ad- 
ditions might  bie  made  in  a  journey  to  Cheviot  hills, 
they  never  having  been  search'd  but  superficially.  I 
hope  the  SubulariawiW  flower  with  you  this  summer, 
that  we  may  have  a  cutt  of  it.  Bulbosa  Alptna^  Ifc. 
seems  pretty  strong  in  my  brother's  garden ;  but 
I  question  whether  it  will  flower  this  year.  I  had 
a  letter  this  week  from  Mr.  Dale,  who  promises 
the  next  to  send  another  parcel  of  English  plants. 
Dillenius  has  almost  finish'd  the  mosses,  &c. ;  and  I 

quainted  with  coins,  with  which,  and  witli  books,  he  frequently  supplied 
Dr.  Richardson,  to  whom  he  was  a  regular  correspondent.  Elizabeth, 
the  daughter  of  the  elder  B.  Bartlett,  married  Henry  Gurney  of 
Norwich,  the  son  of  that  John  Gumey,  whose  portrait  was  engraved 
in  1720,  accompanied  with  ships  sailing  and  sheep  feeding,  in  memory 
of  the  senrices  he  rendered  to  the  trade  and  manu&ctures  of  his 
native  city.  Their  only  son,  Bartlett  Gumey,  Esq.  f.s.a.  was  an 
eminent  Banker  in  Norwich,  and  once  offered  himself,  though  in  vain, 
as  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the  city.  He  died  about  thirty 
years  ago.  Of  their  six  daughters,  two  are  still  living — Mrs.  Aggs  and 
Mrs.  Cockfield. 

2  Anthericum  serotinum^  L, 
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have  enter'd  your's,  my  brother's,  and  Mr.  Doody's; 
and  I  design  to  do  the  same  by  Mr.  Buddie's,  Peti- 
ver's,  Plukenet's,  &c.  next  week.  My  brother  copied 
Mr.  Doody's  Observations  on  the  Synopsis^  for  his 
own  use :  'twas  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Petiver,  and  I 
suppose  now  in  Sir  Hans's,  where  all  things  center. 
You  know  how  exact  and  diUgent  a  botanist  he  was, 
for  which  reason  I  have  enter'd  almost  all  his  queries, 
(which  are  generally  of  plants  about  London)  that 
the  new  set  of  botanists  may  go  to  the  places 
mention'd,  and  examine  them :  had  I  time  I  wou'd 
do  it  myself.  Catalogues  of  countrys  must  be  per- 
fected by  time  and  different  persons ;  and,  shou'd 
not  these  queries  be  publish'd,  we  shou'd  not  so 
easily  come  to  satisfaction  about  them. 

I  thank  you  for  the  mosses,  some  of  which  I 
have  pasted  on :  your  two  guineas  are  remitted  to 
Sig"  Micheli  in  your  name.  I  wonder  I  don't  hear 
from  him.  Scheuchzer's  Itinera  Alpina  are  printed, 
but  not  yet  come  over. 

rie  let  you  know  by  next,  if  I  go  to  Holland, 
where  I  shou'd  be  glad  to  do  you  any  service. 
I  find  Sir  Hans  Sloane  has  a  mind  to  Kiggelaer's 
collection  of  dry'd  plants  ;*  but  he  says  he  will  not 

^  Respecting  Dr.  James  Sherard*s  copy  of  Ra/s  SynopsUf 
see  Note^  p.  138. 

^  Regarding  this  collection,  see  Sherard*s  letter,  p.  199.  He 
had  mentioned  it  to  Richardson  in  a  former  letter,  dated  February  2drd ; 
and  he  there  told  him  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Kiggelaer,  and  the  intention 
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interfere  with  me.  He  knows  nothing  of  them,  but 
thinks,  by  the  titles  in  the  catalogue,  (which  as  yet 
he  only  has,)  that  there  is  more  in  them  than  he*ll 
find.  They  are  not  nam'd,  which  perhaps  he'll  like 
the  better,  and  think  them  all  new :  he  says  there 
is  for  one  title,  Ericetum  Capense,  eleven  volumes : 
whereas  there  is  but  one,  and  scarce  any  but  what 
I  have  put  in  Mr.  Ray's  History.  I  expect  a  cata- 
logue daily,  and  then  will  send  you  a  note  of  such 
botanick  books  as  I  guess  you  may  want. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate  humble  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 

that  his  collection  should  be  sold  the  week  af^er  Whitsuntide ;  adding, 
**  I  intend  to  go  over  to  the  sale  for  a  fortnight.  He  has  left  a  noble 
coUection  of  foreign  plants,  which  I  have  seen,  great  quantities  of  fruits 
and  seeds,  and  the  best  collection  of  shells  in  Holland." — Ejggelaer 
was  the  author  of  a  OUalogue  of  the  Exotic  Plants  of  the  Garden  of 
Herbert  Van  Beaumont^  printed  at  the  Hague  in  1690  :  a  Catalogue 
often  quoted  by  Boerhaave,  and  fiimous  for  the  number  of  its  Indian 
plants. 
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LETfER  LXXVII. 


Mr.  Thoresby  to  Dr,  Richardson, 

Leedes,  June  21st,  1723. 

Honour'd  Sir, 

Tho*  I  send  you  this  printed  paper,  (to 
which  book  most  of  the  Society  of  Antiquarys  have 
subscribed,)  yet  the  main  errand  of  this  is  to  pre- 
sent the  respects  and  service  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane, 
Dr.  Sherard,  and  many  other  friends  of  the  Royal 
Society.     I  dined  with  the  Consul  at  Sir  Hans*s ; 
and  had  a  cursory  view  of  his  immense  treasury,  to 
which  he  has  added  several   noble  specimens  of 
gold  and  silver  ore  from  Germany,    *Tis  a  thousand 
pitys  a  Catalogue  is  not  printed:  I  believe  he  has  a 
multitude  of  curiositys  that  himself  is  scarce  aware 
of.     I  saw  also  Dr.  Woodward  with  abundance  of 
formality,  but  made  no  addition  to  my  own  collec- 
tion at  either  place,  tho'  had  promises  from  both. 
The  Consul,  you  know,  promised  me  duplicates  of 
some  Greek  coins ;  but  all  is  come  oflF  with  two  of 
those  Cedar  cones  from  Libanus,  he  said  he  put  up 
for  me  in  a  parcel  he  sent  to  you.    I  saw  not  those 
of  the  Museum  at  Crane  Court,^  it  being  lockt  up 
since   the  escape   of  poor   Mr.   Thomas.^     Many 

^  To  which  place  the  Royal  Society  had  removed  in  1711. — 
See  Note,  p.  96. 

^  **Mr.  Allan  Thomas,  elected  Clerk  and  Librarian  to  the 
Royal  Society  in  1711,  died  in  1728."  Nichols.—Th&te  were  on  that 
occasion  eight  candidates ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  carried  his  election  by 
only  a  single  vote. 
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candidates  put  in  for  his  place  as  Librarian  and 
Keeper  of  the  Museum:  the  principal  were  Mr. 
Williams,  a  learned  Briton,  and  Mr.  Hawksby:^ 
it  fell  to  the  latter.  I  never  saw  such  a  number  of 
the  Fellows  as  upon  that  occasion;  three  rooms 
almost  full. — I  want  very  much  discourse  with 
you ;  but,  you  know,  am  a  sad  traveller.  I  know  not 
whether  even  the  seal  of  the  Confessor  of  Syon* 
could  tempt  me ;  but  you  are  brisk,  and  have  fre- 
quent occasion  to  travel.  I  would  not  wish  to  be 
sick  to  enjoy  your  company;  but,  if  your  occasions 
bring  you  to  Leedes,  I  have  curiositys,  books,  and 
pictures  to  show  you,  to  tempt  you  to  stay  awhile 
with. 

Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

RALPH  THORESBY,  Sen. 

3  "Mr.  Francis  Hauksbee,  elected  1723,  died  1763."  Nichoh. 

^  Respecting  this  seal,  see  the  following  letter  from  Heame. 
Thoresby  had  spelled  for  it  before.  **  I  should  be  proud,**  he  says,  in 
a  former  letter,  **  if  my  good  friend  pleases,  that  the  venerable  old  seal 
is  added  to  my  curiosities  i*  and  in  another,  "  I  beg  your  assistance 
about  a  venerable  old  seal,  washed  up  by  the  late  dismal  flood  at  Rip- 
ponden,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  your  fatheMn-law,  Mr.  Crossby, 
who,  I  am  informed  (by  an  old  friend  on  that  side)  is  kindly  inclined  to 
have  it  preserved  in  this  Museum ;  and,"  to  use  his  expression, "  if  Dr. 
Richardson  speak  but  in  my  favour,  I  may  be  sure  of  it,  whidi,  con- 
sidering your  respects  at  all  times,  I  reckon  myself  in  a  manner  cock- 
ture  of.  (Pray,  whence  is  this  proverbial  speech?)  I  should  be 
ashamed  of  this  boldness,  but  that  all  the  world  knows  that  an 
antiquary  and  collector  of  curiosities  must  be  a  beggar ;  so  that, 
where  the  intrinsic  value  is  not  considerable,  I  can  do  it  without  a 
blush." 

od 
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Sir, 


LETTER  LXXVIII. 

Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

EoM.  Halz^  Oxon.,  July  S5th,  1723. 


I  was  just  going  to  send  the  enclosed 
away  by  the  post,  when  Mr.  Kennett  calFd  upon 
me,  and  prevented  it  by  oflFering  to  convey  it  him- 
self. He  delivered  to  me  the  impressions  you  sent 
of  the  three  seals,  for  which  I  thank  you,  as  I  do 
for  your  oflFer  of  sending  other  antiquities,  as  you 
happen  to  light  upon  them.  The  seal  with  Sigillum 
Generalis  Confessoris  de  Syoriy  on  which  is  our 
Saviour/  belong'd,  as  I  take  it,  to  the  Confessor 
General  of  Shene,  which  was  a  Carthusian  Abbey, 
built  by  Henry  v.,  a.d.  1413,  to  the  honour  of  the 
Holy  Jesus.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  The  Pardon  of 
the  Monastery  of  Shene,  which  is  Syon,  that  I  have 
printed  (from  a  manuscript)  in  my  Appendix  to 
Fordun's  Scotichranicon. 

I  am,  honour'd  Sir, 
Your  most  oblig'd  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 

^  This  seal,  now  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Currer,  is  engniYed  in 
Watson's  History  of  Halifax,  f  Miscellaneous  Plate,  No.  9.)  Upon 
it  Christ  is  represented  in  the  act  of  rising  from  the  tomb,  between  two 
Roman  soldiers.  No  notice  is  taken  of  it  in  the  new  edition  of  the 
Monastican ;  but  a  different  one,  which  was  exhibited  to  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries  by  Mr.  Bray,  in  1820,  is  there  mentioned. 
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LETTER  LXXIX. 

Dr,  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  August  *    •    *  1723. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  at  last  got  from  Holland,  where 
I  was  not  an  hour  idle,  till  I  returned  to  Rotterdam 
for  a  passage ;  and,  as  soon  as  I  have  got  my 
books,  &c.  home,  my  brother  is  setting  out  for 
France.  I  shall  go  with  him  to  Dover,  and  not 
return  hither  till  this,  day  se'nnight,  designing  to 
look  over  the  famous  collection  of  Fud  and  other 
sea-plants  at  Dover,  and  to  visit  Mr.  Meredith  in 
my  return;  to  see  Mr.  Ray's  and  his  companions' 
collections,  and  the  book  of  fowls,  fish,  and  insects 
of  Baltner  s,  often  mentioned  in  the  History  of  Birds 
and  Fishes. 

I  did  not  succeed  as  to  my  main  design,  which 
was  the  buying  Kiggelaer's  dry'd  plants ;  for,  on 
looking  them  carefully  over,  I  found  but  twenty- 
three  specimens  I  had  not  (five  or  six  of  which  1 
since  have);  and  I  did  not  thmk  it  worth  while  to 
pay  so  dear  for  so  small  an  addition  to  my  collection. 
I  was  in  hopes,  also,  of  having  what  I  wanted  from 
the  purchaser,  had  it  been  any  one  in  Holland ; 
but  'twas  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Gotha.  None  of  the 
plants  were  nam'd,  nor  are  ever  like  to  be;  tho' 
most  of  them  are  in  Mr.  Ray's  third  volume.  There 
was  one  thousand  five  hundred  guilders  commission 
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for  them^  (as  Dr.  Boerhaave  assured  me,)  tho'  I  bid 
no  more  than  three  hundred  and  sixty  ;^  and  for  the 
next  ten  they  were  sold. 

I  have  brought  with  me  several  books  (or 
different  editions  of  them)  I  had  not  before ;  a 
ream  of  dry'd  specimens;  and  a  numerous  collection 
of  fruits  and  old  seeds ;  besides  clearing  a  great 
many  doubts  I  had,  and  settling  all  the  plants  in 
Dr.  Boerhaave's  Indew^  which  took  us  a  whole 
week  to  go  thro'  it,  plant  by  plant. 

I  have  bought  for  you  several  of  the  books  you 
mark'd,   but  not  all :   every  thing,   (especially  if 
uncommon,)    sells  dear  in   such   auctions,   where 
there  are  so  many  buyers.     On  Friday  next,  Mrs. 
Allason  will  send  you,  in  a  box,  what  I  have  pur- 
chased for  you;  and  I  have  left  a  note  with  Mr. 
Chambers,^  a  gentleman  of  Hull,  now  student  at 
Leyden,  who  has  promis'd  me  to  pick  up  the  rest 
much  cheaper,  and  to  send  them  to  Hull  with  his 
own  books,  and  to  convey  them  to  you.     If  you 
want  any  thing  thence,  he  will  be  ready  to  serve 
you,  being  a  particular  friend  of  my  brother's  and 
mine,  very  curious  in  Botany  and  all  other  parts  of 
physick ;  who  designs  to  visit  you  and  your  garden 
next  year  at  his  return. 

I  have  brought  over  for  my  brother's  garden, 
what  plants  cou'd  be  spar'd  out  of  the  Amsterdam 
and  Leyden  gardens,  besides  some  I  bought  for  him 

>  About  £30.  2  See  Prcfiice. 
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elsewhere,  and  all  the  seeds  that  were  ripe ;  but  I 
retum'd  a  month  too  soon  for  seeds.  You  shall 
have  part  of  them.  I  found  at  my  return  two 
letters  from  Mr.  Catesby ;  but  the  ship  he  sent  by 
was  plunder'd  by  the  pyrates,  and  forc'd  to  return 
to  Carolina ;  so  that  I  can  expect  nothing.  I  saw 
yesterday  the  ship  is  arriv'd  at  Pl3rmouth ;  but,  as 
he  was  far  up  the  country,  expect  no  letter.  Mr. 
Moore,  from  New  England,  writes  he'll  send  speci- 
mens and  seeds,  which  I  expect  in  two  months. 

I  hope  the  Subularia  has  or  will  flower  with 
you  this  summer. — I  want  to  have  it  grav'd  and 

described. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  assured  friend  and  serv', 

W.  SHERARD. 
P.  S.  I  have  not  room  to  add  the  prices  with 
the  charges,  not  having  the  Catalogue  at  hand. 


LETTER  LXXX. 

Mr,  Wood^  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Physick-Gabden,  Edinbuegh, 
September  19th,  1728. 

Kind  Sir, 

I  received  your  s  dated  September  2nd, 
wherein  I  read  over  your  list  of  plants  you  have  been 

^  Mr.  Wood  was  Curator  of  the  Garden  at  Edinburgh.  Tliere 
ore  several  of  hb  letters,  but  of  little  interest,  in  the  Richardson  Cor- 
respondence. 
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SO  kind  as  to  put  yourself  to  that  great  trouble  to 
favour  me  with;  the  reading  of  which  did  excite 
much  joy  in  my  breast^  in  the  hopes  to  enjoy  them ; 
but  none  of  them  has  come  to  my  hand  as  yet;  nor 
doe  I  expect  ever  to  see  them  now,  which  has 
tended  much  to  my  grief  and  vexation.  Accord- 
ing to  your  direction,  I  called  several  times  at 
the  house  where  the  Newcastle  coach  stays,  at 
Edinburgh,  and  at  last  met  with  the  coachman, 
who  told  me  that  he  had  not  heard  of  any  such 
box,  nor  could  give  no  account  about  it ;  so  that 
I  suspect  it  has  been  miscarried  between  the  York 
coach  and  the  Newcastle  one,  at  Newcastle ;  but, 
there  being  no  help  for  that  loss  now,  I  think  the 
most  safest  way  for  transporting  any  thing  of  that 
nature,  is  by  the  land-carrier  from  York  to  Newcas- 
tle, and  from  thence  to  Edinburgh,  who  undoubtedly 
cannot  miscarry  any  thing  that's  intrusted  to  them. 
Sir,  I  have  been  these  several  years  by-past 
making  a  collection  of  all  the  seeds  and  seed-vessels 
of  the  diflFerent  genera  of  plants,^  and  have  reduced 
them  into  method,  and  put  them  all  into  square 
boxes,  and  divided  each  of  them  into  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  partitions.  The  method  I  observe  is  intirely 

^  Seyeral  sneers  are  thrown  out  against  Wood  in  the  course 
of  this  Correspondence,  and  it  is  plain  from  hb  letters  he  was  an 
illiterate  person ;  but  the  veiy  fact  of  his  having  made  the  collec- 
tion here  mentioned,  shews  that  he  was  a  man  of  talent,  and  had 
considered  the  subject,  and  had  chosen  the  true  road  for  investigation. 
No  other  of  Dr.  Richardson's  correspondents  seems  to  have  paid 
attention  to  these  parts  of  plants. 
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with  respect  to  their  seeds  and  vessels^  which  I 
take  to  be  the  most  constant  and  least  subject  to 
variation;  but,  Sir^  there  are  several  seeds  and 
seed-vessels  which  I  want  yet^  and  cannot  obtain 
them  any  where^  for  to  compleat  my  collection :  so^ 
if  I  dare  presume  upon  your  goodness  to  favour  me 
with  any  of  these  seeds  and  seed-vessels  under- 
written^ I  am  easie  how  old  they  are,  they  being 
only  to  keep  by  me.  I  think  the  best  method  for 
conveying  them  to  me  is  to  put  them  all  up  in  small 
papers,  and  put  them  in  a  small  box,  and  give  them 
to  the  land-carrier,  which  will  bring  them  safe  to 
my  hand;  and,  if  you  can  think  upon  any  seeds  or 
plants  that  this  Physick-Garden  can  afford,  pray  be 
so  kind  as  to  send  me  a  list  of  them,  which  I  will 
take  as  a  singular  favour  bestowed  upon 

Your  reaU  friend  and  humble  serv*, 

ROBERT  WOOD. 


LETTER  LXXXI. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  December  26th,  1723. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your's  in  due  time,  and  return 
you  thanks  for  it.  The  plant  you  enclosed  has 
flower'd  at  Lord  Castlemain*s  and  at  Chelsea;  but 
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'twas  not  my  fortune  to  see  it  at  either  place. 
It^  has  flower'd  also  at  Leyden :  'tis  an  old  plant 
in  Ger.  Lob.  8fc.  J.  B.  calls  it  Arbor  Lavandulte 
/olio.i.265 — V\uk.Linariasimilis  arbor,  Canariensis, 
folio  longiorey  carnoso,  fragili,  svhtus  purpurascente, 
Crithmum  resipiens} 

I  know  nothing  further  Dr.  Dillenius  has  to  do 
to  the  Synopsis,  but  the  getting  grav'd  a  few  more 
plates,  which  may  be  done  whilst  'tis  printing.  But 
our  people  can't  agree  about  an  editor :  they  are 
unwilling  a  foreigner  shou'd  put  his  name  to  it ; 
and  none  of  them  will,  tho'  'tis  ready  done  to  their 
hands.  Mr.  Rand  is  the  properest  person,  but 
refuses :  for  my  part,  I  see  no  necessity  of  any 
body's  name  to  it.^ 

I  shou'd  be  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Wood,  and 
to  see  his  additions  to  it  before  it  is  sent  to  the 
press,  which  must  be  in  about  a  month. 

I  heard  lately  from  my  brother  at  Leghorn : 
he  was  going  for  Rome,  whence  he  promis'd  to 
write  more  at  large :  he  desired  me  to  send  his 
service  to  you,  and  to  let  you  know  he  was  well. 

Dr.  Dillenius  is  much  improv'd  in  his  painting. 
He  has  copied  for  me  all  Mr.  Dandridge's  Fungiy 

^   Cacaiia  Kleinia,  L, 
^  It  was  ultimately  published  without  any  name  of  editor, 
though  eveiy  body  knew  tliat  the  real  editor  was  Dillenius.    It  was  put 
to  press  the  following  February,  and  the  first  sheet  corrected  on  tlie 
lost  day  of  that  month  :  in  the  first  week  of  July  it  was  finished. 
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and  as  many  as  he  has  been  able  to  procure  about 
London. 

I  wrote  two  letters  last  post  to  Italy,  to  enquire 
about  Sig"  Micheli ;  and  desir'd  my  brother,  in  his 
way  to  Rome,  to  let  him  know  how  much  he  dis- 
obliges his  subscribers,  and  me  in  particular. 

I  had  a  letter  on  Tuesday  night  from  Mr. 
Chambers^  who  writes,  the  books  were  sold  so 
extravagantly  dear  at  the  auction,  that  he  cou'd 
buy  nothing  for  you  ;  but  hopes  to  find  them  much 
cheaper,  which  I  doubt  not  but  he  will.  I  sent 
commissions  for  several,  but  had  but  one,  which 
I  ordered  to  be  bought,  cost  what  it  wou'd :  'tis 
Oviedi's  Naturall  History  of  the  West  Indies^  in 
Spanish,  which  I  once  had,  but  let  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
have  it,  at  a  cheaper  price  than  I  payed  for  it. 

At  the  end  of  the  Synopsis  will  be  added  a 
Catalogue  of  dubious  plants,  out  of  Merrett,  Lobell's 
Illustrations^  Phyt.  Brit.,  &c.  which,  being  plac'd 
together,  will  be  more  obvious  to  the  curious  who 
are  desir'd  to  look  after  them.  I  wish  you  a  merry 
Christmas  and  a  happy  new  year,  with  many  more 
of  them. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  aflFectionate  friend  and  humble  serv^ 

W.  SHERARD. 

P.  S.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  New  England 
this  autumn :   one  vessel  was  cast  away  on  the 


206  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

French  coast,  but  several  are  yet  expected.  No- 
thing more  from  Carolina :  one  vessel  from  there 
has  been  also  lost  on  our  coast,  the  late  storm.^ 


LETTER  LXXXII. 

Dr,  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  June  90th,  1724. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  last  of  the  18th  past,  ought  to 
have  been  answer'd  sooner,  for  which  I  beg  pardon. 
I'me  glad  your  correspondence  with  Mr.  Wood  is  so 
well  settled,  and  hope  to  see  something  from  him 
by  your  means. 

^  This  observation  is  made  without  any  intention  of  throwing 
blame  upon  Catesby,  with  whom  Sherard  expresses  himself  at  all  times 
well  satisfied,  and  from  whom,  in  some  letters  not  here  extracted,  he 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  dried  plants ;  while,  in  one  of  them,  he 
laments  that  Mr.  Catesby  has  been  ill  and  kept  his  room  above  three 
months,  in  the  proper  season  for  collecting  fruits  and  seeds.  On  the 
other  hand,  Sherard  was  now  beginning  to  feel  dissatisfaction  relative  to 
Moor&-"  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  from  the  Pilgrim  Botanist,  which 
I  admire  at.  Col.  Dudley  wrote  word  he  was  gone  up  into  the 
country,  to  visit  his  old  acquaintance,  the  Indian  Rings,  that  were  in 
England.  I  had  rather  he  would  first  send  what  grows  near  Boston  ; 
but  they  have  all  a  notion  that,  the  further  they  go,  the  more  rare 
things  they  find.** 
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The  Synapsis  will  be  finished  in  a  week*s  time : 
there  are  in  it  two  Fuci  I  should  be  glad  to  see : 
tlie  one  is  the  latissimus  Scoticus^^  mentioned  by 
Caspar  Bauhin;  the  other  Dr.  Martyn  told  me  of — 
he  says  'tis  call'd  Pepper  Dulesch? 

Mr.  Moore  is  now  in  England,  but  returns 
speedily,  and  promises  to  follow  my  instructions  for 
the  future,  better  than  he  has  hitherto. 

I  heard  lately  from  Mr.  Chambers,  and  answer'd 
his  letter  last  week:  he  staid  for  the  Ribes  Arahum^ 
flowering,  which  it  will  not  this  year :  I  expect  to 
see  him  here  in  all  next  month. 

If  MagnoFs  Character  Plant}  be  in  Holland, 
I  desired  Mr.  Chambers  to  buy  one  for  you. 

I  have  received  Dr.  Tilli's  Catahgus  Planta- 
rum  Harti  Pisani,  in  folio,  with  fifty  plates,  and 
have  wrote  to  send  over  some  copies.  Sig"  Micheli, 
by  the  Grand  Duke's  order,  spent  eighteen  months 
in  assisting  him,  which  has  hindered  the  publishing 
his  book ;  but  'tis  now  in  the  press,  and  I  believe 
will  be  in  two  parts :  he  has  sent  me  half  a  sheet, 
to  see  the  form,  which  is  large  4to.,  well  printed. 
I  have  one  hundred  and  sixteen  plates  by  me, 
which  will  be  too  much  for  one  volume ;  so  I  think 

^  Fucus  escuienius.  Suds.        ^  Fucus  pmnat\fidus.  Huds. 

»  Bhettm  Ribes,  L. 
^  The  title  of  this,  which  was  a  posthumous  work  and  edited 
by  his  SOD,  Anthony,  was,  Novus  Character  Plantarum^  in  duos 
traciaitu  divisus.     It  appeared  in  1720,  at  Montpellier,  where  its 
author,  Peter  Magnoli  had  been  professor. 
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he  will  publish  his  Nova  Genera  first.  After  these^ 
he  designs  to  print  his  Voyages  in  Italy  and  Dalma- 
tiaj  with  a  Critique  on  Barrelier  and  Bocconi,  which 
I  shou'd  be  glad  to  see.  The  Botanick  Society, 
at  Florence,  have  undertaken  the  new  edition  of 
Casalpinus. 

My  brother  has  been  retum'd  above  a  month, 
in  good  health,  and  well  pleas'd  with  his  journey : 
he  came  with  me  this  morning  from  Eltham,  and 
sends  his  service  to  you  and  your  lady;  as  does  my 
sister  also,  whom  I  told  I  designed  to  write  to  you 
to-night. 

I  hear  young  Dr.  Jussieu's  Catalogue  of  the 
Plants  about  Paris*  is  almost  finish'd :  he  talks  of 

0 

coming  hither,  as  soon  as  the  Demonstration  is 
over. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 

^  What  is  here  alluded  to  was  not  a  new  work,  hut  a  reprint 
of  Toumefort's  on  this  subject ;  and  that  he  did  edit  the  following 
year.  So  much  was  it  esteemed,  that,  in  1732,  it  was  translated  by 
Martin  into  English,  and  printed  at  London.  Bernard  de  Jussieu 
appears  in  this  publication  to  have  been  actuated  by  hostility  to  the 
memory  of  Vaillant,  of  which,  Boerhaave,  the  possessor  of  his  papers, 
was  aware,  and  had  consequently  accelerated  the  appeanmce  of  the 
Prodromus  of  the  Botanicon  Parisiense,  by  way  of  preoccupying  the 
ground;  as  Sherard  had  apprized  Dr.  Richardson  in  a  letter,  dated 
April  25th,  1724.  Some  exceedingly  curious  matter  has  been  printed 
by  Sir  James  Smith,  (Linnaan  Correspondence^  n.  p.  277,)  in  a 
letter  from  Liunteus  to  Haller,  touching  the  quarrel  between  these  two 
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LETTER  LXXXIII. 

Dr,  DiUenius^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  August  1st,  1724. 

Honoured  Sir, 

The  Synapsis  Stirpium  Britannia  being 
lately  finished,  I  intended  to  send  you  a  couple  of 
books ;   but  Consul  Sherard    having   some  other 

Botanbts,  in  which  Dillenius  appears,  from  the  Hortus  Elthamensis, 

to  have  taken  a  part  very  gratuitously.  But  Vaillant  was  dead ;  or  the 

Oxford  Professor  might  have  found  to  his  cost,  that 

**  They  who  in  qatrrela  interpose. 
Will  •ometimea  wipe  a  bloody  noae." 

'Tis  sad,  'tis  very  sad,  that  a  science  which,  ahove  all  others,  ought  to 

lead  to  good  feeling  and  harmony,  should  be  disgraced  by  the  squabbles 

of  its  professors.  But  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  on  such  a  point. 

'  Dillenius,  whose  name  is  familiar  to  eveiy  student  of  Crypto- 

gamic  Botany,  and  whose  HistariaMuscorum  is  a  treasure  of  botanical 

learning  and  criticism,  as  well  as  of  specific  discrimination,  was  bom  at 

Darmstadt,  in  1634  or  1635.     He  was  educated  as  a  Physician  at 

Giessen,  and,  while  resident  there,  published  several  Botanical  Essays, 

of  considerable  acuteness,in  itie  Ephemerieles  Acad.  Nat.  Curiosorum, 

as  well  as  a  small  8vo.  volume,  entitled,  Catalogus  Plantarum  sponte 

circa    Gissam  nascentium,  printed  in   1719.      After  having  been 

brought  to  England  by  Consul  Sherard,  as  stated  in  these  letters,  he 

remained  here  from  August,  1721,  till  his  death  in  1747.     During  the 

greater  part  of  this  time  he  was  resident  with  the  Sherard  fiunily,  and, 

in  the  course  of  it,  published  a  description  of  the  plants  in  Dr.  James 

Sherard's  garden,  at  Eltham,  under  the  title  of  Hortus  Elthamensis ;  a 

splendid  work  in  two  folio  volumes,  the  plates  of  which,  like  those  of  all 
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things  to  send  you,  I  defer,  and  leave  the  sending 
of  them  to  him.  I  was  resolved  to  do  me  the 
honour  of  dedicating  it  to  you  and  to  Mr.  Sherard,* 
two  persons  that  have  contributed  the  most  to  its 
perfection ;  but  some  apprehension  (me  being  a 
foreigner)  of  making  natives  uneasy,  if  I  should 
publicate  it  in  my  name,  and  considering  that  a 
dedication  without  putting  down  the  name  could 
not  be  very  acceptable,  I  must  deprive  me  self  of 
that  honour.  However,  under  the  name  of  Editor, 
by  way  of  inscription,  I  dedicated  it  to  all  those 
Lovers  of  Botany,  who  contributed  the  most  to  the 
edition  and  augmentation  of  the  book;  in  hopes  the 
two  chief  menn  would  take  it  not  less  kind,  than  if 
it  had  been  directly  dedicated  to  them. 

his  other  publications,  were  drawn  and  engraved  with  his.  own  hand. 
They  excel  in  characteristic  fidelity.  Some  copies  he  coloured  himself: 
one  of  these  is  now  preserved  in  the  library  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at 
Oxford*  where  Dillenius,  on  the  death  of  W.  Sherard,  W9S,  by  his  will, 
appointed  the  first  Professor.  This  post  he  held,  fulfilling  its  duties, 
with  respect  to  the  garden  at  least»  very  assiduously,  till  he  died  there 
of  an  apoplexy,  April  2nd,  1747.  His  letters  evince  great  plainness  of 
cliaracter ;  and  he  lived  much  esteemed  by  his  contemporaries.  Still  his 
temper  was  not  without  occasional,  though  transient,  asperity ;  and, 
disliking  forms  and  compliments,  he  expressed  his  sentiments  without 
hesitation  or  reserve.  Of  his  letters  to  Dr.  Richardson,  many  more  than 
are  here  collected  are  printed  in  Smith's  Lituufan  Correspondence,fTom 
which  work  I  have  principally  extracted  this  account  of  the  writer  of 
them — a  man,  whose  merits,  from  the  similarity  of  our  pursuits,  I  consider 
myj^elf  p^uliarly  able  to  appreciate ;  and  whose  name,  so  long  as  I  live, 
**  Semper  honoratum,  tic  Dt  ToIuiBtiB,  habebo." 
'  Tliis  intention  he  states  expressly,  in  his  Pre&ce  to  that  work. 
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Perhaps  I  may  be  so  happy  as  to  have  another 
and  better  opportunity  for  this;  I  mean  the  History 
of  Mosses,^  if  I  could  find  time  to  finish  it;  aiid 
unless  a  simpling  voyage  to  America^  which^  after 
having  lately  quitted  my  place  at  home^  I  am  re- 
solved to  do,  when  I  find  a  good  opportunity  for  it, 
prevents  the  publication  of  it.  I  wish,  with  all  my 
heart,  I  could  do  it  before  I  should  leave  England ; 
since  no  body  will  ever  take  so  much  pains  as  I  have 
taken  that  way,  nor  will  have  such  encouragement 
and  assistance  as  I  have  had  from  you  and  Dr. 
Sherard.  But,  as  long  as  I  live  with  him  and  am 
employed  in  a  more  necessary  work,  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  I  can  find  any  leisure  time;  except 
some  good  friend  of  his  would  please  to  persuade 
him  to  let  me  have  one  day  a  week  to  this  purpose.^ 
I  am,  with  all  respect. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

JO.  J  AC.  DILLENIUS. 

P.S.  Dr.  Sherard  hath  not  been  well  these  five 
or  six  weeks,  and  hath  now  almost  lost  his  stomach : 

'  Tbe  dteth  of  Dr.  Richardson,  which  took  place  in  the  same 
year  in  mhich  the  Historia  Muscarum  was  published,  most  probably  pre- 
vented this  from  being  done ;  but  it  were  to  be  wished  that  DiUenius  had, 
in  his  Prolegomena  to  thiat  publication,  made  such  mention  of  his  dead 
or  dying  friend,  as  might  have  for  a  moment  cheered  his  death-bed,  or 
might  have  served  for  a  garland  to  hib  tomb ;  *'ro  yoQ  yn^aa  c0ti  0arorr«r*'' 

*  The  inference  which  this  passage  compels  the  reader  to  draw, 
respecting  the  situation  of  Dillenius  in  reference  to  Sherard,  is  very 

p2 
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the  worst  is^  that  he  averses  all  physic ;  and  can 
neither  Dr.  Mead,  Dr.  Grew,  nor  his  brother  yet 
prevaile  with  him  to  take  any  thing.  But  I  must 
beg  the  favour  of  you  not  to  take  any  notice  of 
that,  nor  of  the  particular  especially.  I  hope  it 
will  go  over  again,  since  the  only  fault  seems  to  lye 
in  the  stomach. 

Please  to  excuse  my  bad  writing. 


LETTER  LXXXIV. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

September  12th,  1724. 

Sir, 

I  am  extreamly  obliged  to  you  for  your 
kind  remembrance  upon  all  occasions,  and  in  par- 
ticular for  that  of  the  potted  Moor-fowl,  and  piece 
of  wood  with  the  grasse.  The  Juncus  montanus 
palustrisj  R.  Syn}  was  some  way  or  other  lost;  and 

painiiil.  It  was  evidently  that  of  complete,  and  even  degraded,  depen- 
dence ;  and  he  would  not  thus  have  expressed  himself,  had  he  not  felt  it. 
Perhaps  it  was  with  Dillenius,  as  my  admirahle  friend,  Mr.  Roscoe, 
most  happily  said  in  the  case  of  Burns,  that, 

"  Still  more  to  mark  the  gloomy  void, 

*'  And  make  him  feel  his  misery, 
'*  Before  his  Infknt  eyes  would  glide 

*'  Day-dreamt  of  immortality." 

And,  both  in  one  case  and  the  other,  these  day-dreams  are  realized. 

^  Juncu8  squarrasus,  L, 
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I  will  pray  you  to  supply  it  any  opportunity.  I  am 
fully  of  your  opinion  about  the  under-ground  wood ; 
and  have  seen  the  same  with  the  broken  fragments  of 
heath  in  Ireland,  in  their  turfe-bogs,  where  large 
pieces  of  roots  are  so  soft  as  to  be  cutt  thro'  with 
their  turfe-spades,  and  are  no  harder  than  cheese, 
if  so  hard.  I  have  receiv'd  some  things  from  Sibe- 
ria, and  amongst  the  rest  the  large  tooth,  which 
the  inhabitants  conceive  to  be  of  an  animal  living 
underground  on  mud,  which  sometimes  coming  to 
sand  is  suffocated  with  it,  where  they  find  the  bones : 
not  only  teeth,  such  as  I  have,  but  mandibles  with 
other  teeth,  and  sometimes  some  of  the  blood  and 
flesh.^  This,  I  find,  is  a  very  plain  and  perfect 
elephant's  tooth,  such  as  the  ivory-workers  use. 
I  have  gott  Kempfer's  rarities  of  all  sorts  from 
Germany ;  and  his  account  of  Japan  is  now  trans- 
lating from  a  high  Dutch  manuscript  into  English.' 
It  will  be  a  most  curious  account  of  a  country  we 

know  httle  of. 

I  am, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  serv*, 

HANS  SLOANE. 

2  M.  BuiTon,  in  his  History  of  Quadrupeds,  (Paris,  17S5, 4to.) 
vol.  IV.  p.  264,  Note,  has  given  a  full  and  most  interesting  account  of 
the  great  discoveiy  of  Fossil  Bones  in  Siberia,  which  took  place  about 
this  time,  in  consequence  of  an  edict  of  the  Czar,  Peter  the  Great, 
which  had  been  issued  in  1722. 

^  The  translation,  made  from  the  original  by  J.  G.  Scheuchzer, 
son  of  the  author  of  the  Physica  Sacra,  was  published  in  London, 
in  1728. 
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LETTER  LXXXV. 

Mr,  Hearne  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Edm.  Hall.,  Oxon.,  October  9tb,  1724. 

Honoured  Sir, 

In  Peter  Langtoft's  Chronicle,  that  I  am 
now  printing,  we  are  told  of  a  very  considerable 
victory  obtained  by  King  Stephen  over  the  Scots, 
by  means  of  Erthe-homes.  The  Scots,  it  seems,  had 
got  together  a  vast  number  of  cattle,  with  a  design 
to  drive  them  upon  the  English,  and  to  trample 
them  down  before  them.  The  English,  being  fore- 
warned of  this,  ordered  an  Erthe-horne  in  every 
street  and  way.  Which  being  accordingly  done, 
when  the  beasts  came  up,  the  horns  blew,  and  put 
them  into  such  a  fright,  that  they  ran  back,  and 
put  the  Scots  all  into  confusion.  The  author  tells 
US  the  place  was  Cowton  More,  and  that  the  story 
was  rife  in  his  time. 

"  This  was  at  Kowton  More,  that  the  erthe-homes  blewe, 
**  Ther  the  Scottis  misfore,  men  telle  the  tale  yit  newe.** 

I  dp  not  remember  to  have  met  with  the  mention 
of  these  Erthe-homes  any  where  else.  I  know  not 
the  nature  of  them.  I  beg  the  favour  of  you^,  that; 
you  would  be  pleased  (as  soon  as  possibly  you  can,) 
to  let  me  know  whether  you  can  give  any  manner 
of  account  of  them.     I  must  mention  the  wor4  in 
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my  Glossary^  to  this  work.  I  suppose  you  have 
long  since  had  your  Robert  of  Gloucester^  which 
was  taken  up  and  paid  for  by  Mr.  Yarburgh. 

I  am,  honoured  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  himible  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  LXXXVI. 

Dr.  Richardson  to  Mr,  Heame. 

NoETH  BiBRLBT,  October  2(>t]i,  1724. 

Dear  Sir, 

Beino  not  able  to  give  you  any  account 
of  the  Earth-Horns,  mentioned  in  Peter  Langtoft's 
Chronicle,  not  having  so  much  as  heard  of  the 
word  before,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Thoresby,  from  whome 
I  expected  some  satisfaction ;  but  I  find  he  can  give 
me  no  information  about  it.  He  desires  I  would  give 
you  his  service,  and  let  you  know  that  he  received 
your  letter ;  but,  being  lately  seized  with  a  palsy, 
which  has  in  a  great  measure  deprived  him  of  the 
use  of  his  right  hand,  he  cannot  write  to  you. 
Nothing  in  antiquity  has  lately  occurred  worth 
communicating  to  you,  from 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 

^  Not  only  is  this  word  mentioned  in  the  Ohssary  to  Hearne*s 
edition  of  Langiqffs  Chronicle,  where  there  b  a  long  discussion  upon 
its  meaning;  but,  in  the  Preface,  p.  207. 
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LETfER  LXXXVII. 

Dr,  Richarckon  to  Dr.  Sherard, 

North  Bualet,  Januaiy  7tli,  1724-d* 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  last  letter  I  received;  and  the 
most  remarkable  thing  has  occurred  here  since  is, 
that  about  the  middle  of  the  last  month  was  brought 
me  Lommia  Haieri,^  called  at  Flamborough  Head, 
(about  two  miles  from  Burlington)  WhillockSy  where 
they  breed  in  great  quantities.  This  bird  was  found 
about  four  miles  from  hence,  and  fifty  miles  from 
the  sea :  it  was  brought  hither  alive,  very  brisk, 
and  in  good  feather.  It  was  fighting  upon  a  moor 
with  some  crows.  How  this  bird  came  hither,  or 
from  whence,  I  should  be  glad  to  know.  This  bird 
has  very  small  wings,  not  proportionable  to  the  size 
of  its  body,  which  makes  its  flight  very  short.  This 
bird  lays  one  single  egg,  upon  the  bare  rock,  of  the 
size  of  that  of  a  duck,  of  a  pale  blue  colour,  full  of 

'  Colymbus  Troile,  L.f — Dr.  Richardson  appears  to  have 
mentioned  this  circumstance  also  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who,  in  his 
reply,  dated  February  18th,  1725,  says,  **I  liad  sent  me  from  Sussex, 
two  years  ago,  the  bird  you  mention.  It  was  taken  a  good  way  from 
the  sea,  upon  the  Downs,  by  a  greyhound,  and  sent  me  as  an  unknown 
bird.  It  could  not  be  kept  alive ;  though  it  was  taken  without  being 
much  hurt.  The  shortness  and  smallness  of  tlie  wing?,  were  the  cause 
of  its  being  taken  by  the  dog." 
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large  dark  spots.  These  are  observed  to  come, 
with  several  other  sea-fowl,  to  their  usual  place  of 
breeding  about  the  end  of  May ;  and,  about  the 
beginning  of  August,  both  old  and  young  remove 
from  thence ;  not  one  single  bird  of  this  kind 
being  seen  in  winter,  before  this  that  was  brought 
to  me,  that  I  know  of.  It  is  observable  that  these 
fowl  never  feed  but  in  salt  water.  I  have  also  had 
two  of  the  Lari  kind,  which  I  never  remember  to 
have  seen  before  in  winter,  lately  brought  me. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  Mr.  Wood,  since  I 
sent  him  the  Synopsis,  I  am  sure  it  was  delivered 
at  Newcastle,  according  to  his  order.  When  I  hear 
from  him,  I  will  let  him  know  that  he  may  send 
any  thing  to  you  or  your  brother  by  sea  very  fre- 
quently, and,  I  believe,  safer  than  by  land.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  you  have  got  a  fresh  cargo  of 
plants  and  seeds  from  America.  When  you  are  at 
liberty,  I  hope  you  can  spare  me  a  few:  seeds 
either  from  thence  or  any  other  place  will  be 
acceptable. 

I  had  a  letter  about  three  weeks  ago  from 
Dr.  Chambers.  He  acquaints  me  that  he  has  sent 
part  of  my  books  by  water  to  York ;  but  I  have 
had  no  account  of  them  from  thence.  I  hope  to 
hear  something  of  them  this  week :  otherwise,  I 
shall  be  in  some  concern  for  them.  He  promised 
to  send  me  a  list  of  the  books  he  has  purchased 
for  me,  which  I  expect  daily.    My  commission  to 
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to  him  was  pretty  lai^e ;  and  the  money  he  has 
received  is  considerable :  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
what  I  have  for  it;  for  it  is  twelve  months  ago 
since  my  first  bill  of  three  hundred  guilders  was 
paid. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  your  brother's  plants 
are  in  so  flourishing  a  condition :  one  frosty  night, 
since  I  received  your's,  surprised  us,  and  has 
damaged  some  of  my  plants  in  the  green-house. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 


LETTER  LXXXVIII. 
Sir  Han^  Sloane  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

June  15th,  1725. 

Sir, 

I  have  sent  a  small  box  to  the  Inn  near 
Cripplegate,  directed  for  you,  to  be  sent  by  the 
first  conveyance,  in  which  is  the  second  volimie  of 
my  Naturall  History  of  Jamaica  and  LobeFs  Icones, 
one  of  the  books  which  I  find  in  the  catalogue  of 
Botanic  books  you  wanted,  and  which  I  could  not 
till  now  find.  I  have  yet  by  me  the  list  of  some  few 
others,  which  I  will  endeavour  to  get  for  you; 
nothing  being  more  gratefuU  to  me  than  to  be  any 
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ways  enabled  to  retaliate  your  many  civilities  of 
severall  kinds.  You  will  find  I  have  mentioned  your 
name  in  severall  places,  where  I  have  been  enabled 
by  your  dry'd  plants  to  determine  some  doubts  I 
had  about  them^  when  I  printed  my  Catalogue } 
I  wish  Dr.  Sherard  had  been  so  kind:  the  book 
would  have  been  much  better;  but,  instead  of 
being  so  friendly,  when  he  told  me  he  had  Breynius's 
collection  of  dryed  plants  from  Dantzick,  which  I 
more  than  once  earnestly  desired  to  see  before  it 
was  return' d,  in  order  to  satisfy  some  doubts  you 
may  see  in  this  and  my  other  books,  he  sent  it 
back  without  giving  me  that  satisfaction.  And,  as 
a  farther  proof  of  his  kindnesse  in  forwarding  my 
endeavours  of  this  kind,  when  he  told  me  he  had 
Father  Plumier's  designs,  all  copied  at  Paris,  and 
\  entreated  the  sight  of  them,  he  pretended  that 
they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  be  made  use  of,  till 
he  knew  the   Index  to  the   second  volume  was 

• 

printed^  and  that  they  could  be  of  no  use  to  me. 
He  ha,th  had  from  me^  towards  carrying  on  his 
works,  not  only  the  sight  of  Dr.  Merret's  collections. 
Dr.  Plukenet's,  and  Mr.  Buddie's,  but  had  them 
home  ta  his  own  lodgings  as  long  as  he  pleased  to 
desire  them.  You  will  judge  by  this,  whether  he 
hath  used  me  as  I  have  him.  I  hope  you  will  give 
me  your  reall  opinion  of  what  you  find  in  this  book 

'   Catalogus  Plantamm^  gu€B  in  Insuld  Jamaica  sponte  pro- 
veniuM  vel  vnlgd  coiuntur^ — Londini,  1696,  8vo. 
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at  your  leisure,  and  lett  me  know  if  I  can  any  ways 
serve  you;  none  being  more  than  myself,  with  great 
esteem. 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  serv^ 

HANS  SLOANE. 


LETTER  LXXXIX. 

/>r.  Richardson  to  Sir  Ham  Sloane. 

North  Bierley,  June  SOth,  1 725. 

Honoured  Sir, 

The  beginning  of  last  week  I  received 
your  letter,  and,  on  Saturday  after,  your  generous 
and  obliging  present  of  LobeVs  IconeSj  and  the  two 
volumes  of  the  Naturall  History  of  JamaicUj  for 
which  I  now  return  you  my  hearty  thanks.  By  the 
little  spare  time  I  have  had  to  inspect  it  since  it 
came,  I  find  it  to  be  a  very  elaborate  and  curious 
performance,  and  worthy  of  so  great  an  author. 
When  I  am  a  little  more  at  liberty,  I  will  carefully 
and  with  much  pleasure  read  it  over;  and  I  do  not 
doubt  but  it  will  answer  my  expectation.  I  am 
very  sorry  you  have  been  so  unhandsomely  used 
by  my  old  friend,  the  Consul.  I  heartily  wish  you 
had  acquainted  me  with  your  desire  of  seeing 
Breynius's  collection,  before  it  was  returned,  or  any 
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thing  the  Consul  had ;  for,  as  I  was  interested  in 
desiring  the  favour  of  you  to  communicate  to  him 
several  curious  collections  of  plants,  in  order  to 
carry  on  more  effectually  his  edition  of  Baukintis's 
PinaXy  which  you  very  readily  and  freely  complied 
with,  common  justice  ought  to  have  obliged  him  to 
promote  your  design  with  the  same  zeal  and  friend- 
ship you  did  his ;  and  I  must  take  it  very  ill  from 
him.  If  the  weather  continue  to  be  fair,  I  think 
of  taking  a  tour  into  the  North  next  week;  and,  if 
I  meet  with  any  thing  worth  communicating  to 
you,  at  my  return  you  may  expect  to  hear  from. 

Your  much  obliged  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 


LETTER  XC. 
Dr.  Richardson  to  Dr.  Sherard. 

North  Bzeblet,  November  5th,  1725. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  October  1 1  th,  which, 
as  far  as  I  can  informe  myselfe,  was  the  day  that 
Mr.Thoresby  dyed.  For  some  time  before  his  death 
he  had  lost  the  use  of  his  right  side  in  a  great 
measure,  which  disabled  him  from  writing ;  and  his 
distemper  had  so  far  affected  his  head  that  he  was 
capable  of  very  little  business.    His  Museum  re- 
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mains  still  in  the  same  state  he  left  it.  His  eldest 
son  (who  is  a  clerg3rman,  and  preferred  in  the  south 
by  the  Bishope  of  London)  is  not  yet  come  into  the 
country :  *tis  believed  that  the  Bishope  of  London 
wil  have  the  disposal!  of  his  collection.  The  most 
valuable  part  of  it  is  his  medalls,  which  are  chiefly 
Romane  and  Saxon,  and  a  good  collection  of  English 
coyns,  and  occasional  medalls  from  the  Conquest  to 
this  time.  His  bookes  are  alsoe  valuable  and  prety 
numerouse ;  and  indeed  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
since  the  foundation  of  this  collection  was  my  Lord 
Fairfaxe's  medalls  and  his  library,  which  were  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Thoresby's  father ;  to  both  which 
there  has  since  been  made  considerable  additions. 
If  I  can  learn  any  certainty  of  the  disposal!  of  that 
collection,  I  wil  acquaint  you. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  see  Langtoft's  Chronicle, 
which  Mr.  Yarburgh  wil  take  care  to  send  me,  and 
alsoe  subscribe  for  John  of  Glastonbury's  Chronicle, 
or  any  other  booke  you  publish,  for  which  he  has 
my  orders.  I  have  met  with  nothing  in  antiquity 
lately  worth  communicating  to  you. — U  in  any 
thing  I  can  serve  you,  you  may  be  assured  of  a 
friend  in, 

Your's, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 
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LETTER  XCI. 

Dr.  Richardson  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane, 

NosTH  BiERLET,  November  IStb,  1725. 

Honour'd  Sir, 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  that  I  did 
not  write  to  you  after  my  Scotch  expedition,  accord- 
ing to  promise;  but  the  season  being  so  far  advanced 
before  I  set  out,  and  the  weather  not  very  favour- 
able, I  returned  in  a  great  measure  re  in/ectd.  Only 
this  advantage  I  received,  that,  apprehending  some 
symptoms  (which  I  have  to  my  own  experience 
formerly  observed  to  precede  a  fitt  of  the  gout,)  as 
a  dejected  appetite,  a  weakness  and  inactivity  in 
my  limbs,  with  rheumatick  twitching  in  several 
parts,  though  not  very  severe,  I  proposed  to  myselfe 
much  advantage  in  that  journey  in  relation  to  my 
health,  which  answered  my  expectation  so  wel,  that 
I  returned  home  in  good  health,  and  have  continued 
so  ever  since.  If  I  had  been  one  month  sooner  in 
Scotland,  I  intended  to  have  visited  the  Bass  Island, 
so  famous  for  the  great  numbers  of  sea-fowl  that 
resort  thither  in  breeding  time,  and  to  have  made 
some  observations  upon  them;  but,  that  time  being 
over,  I  layd  aside  all  thoughts  of  that  kinde.  Another 
unfortunate  accident  happened  to  me,  in  relation  to 
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severall  Scotch  plants,  which  I  proposed  to  have 
brought  back  with  me  for  my  garden,  (which  Mr. 
Wood,  who  succeeds  Mr.  Preston  in  the  Physick- 
Garden  at  Edinburgh,  had  promised  to  procure  for 
me;)  but  he  had  been  so  much  out  of  health  for 
some  weeks  before  I  got  thither,  that  he  was  not 
able  to  fetch  one  plant  from  any  distant  place. 
Those  that  were  nigh  at  hand  he  had  got  to- 
gether, as 

Pyrola  AUinesflore  Europaa}  C.  B. 

Adiantum  nigrum foliis  Lunaria  mhwris?  D.Pres^ 

tofij  R.  Hist.  III.  61. 
Idem  Scoticum  majus  Coriandrifolio^ — Sib.Prodr. 

Scot. 
Idem  minus/olio  obtuso  altiils  inciso* — Sib.  Prodr, 
Absinthium  maritimum  nostras.^  D.Preston^  Hist. 

in.  231. 

This  I  take  only  to  be  a  variety  of  the  mariti- 
mum,  only  more  shrubby:  the  same  I  have  formerly 
seen  upon  the  bankes  of  the  river  Thames,  nigh 
Green-Hith. 

Upon  the  rocks  of  Edinbrough  parke,  Mr.  Wood 
showM  me  in  abundance,  in  the  same  place, 

Adianthum  Acrostichum,  s./urcatum.^    Thai. 

1   TrientalU  Europ€Ba,  Z. 

^  Probably  a  variety  of  AtpUwium  Trichamane$. 

^  Asplenium  marimtm,  fi  L, 

^  A  variety  of  the  preceding.  ^  Artemisia  maritima,  L. 

^  AspUnium  septentrionale.  Smith. 
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Lychnis  viscosa  latifolia  flore  rubro  et  alho? 
An  Allium  montanum  bicome  proli/erum  purpu- 
rmm?  R.S.M.? 

And  in  some  places,  nigh  the  rest, 

Gramen  Pamass^i  flore  plena  elegante.^ 

These   four    plants   last  mentioned   grow   in   the 
same  place,  viz.  near  the  bottom  of  the  first  high 
rock  in  Edinbrough  parke,  on  the  south-west  side, 
not  far  from  the  southern  roade,  and  within  half  a 
mile  of  Edinbrough.     I  must  own  that  the  idea  I 
had  of  that  parke,  though  it  w^as  not  extraordinary, 
yet  it  fell  far  short  of  my  expectation ;  for,  instead 
of  a  fruitfull  soyle,  with  fine  woods  and  lawns, 
nothing  appears  but  frightful  barren  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices :   not  so  much  as  a  tree  or  a  bush  to  be 
found  there.    The  soyle  from  Edinbrough  to  Leeth 
is  sandy,  but  produces  very  good  come.    There  is 
a  noble  paved  way  from  thence  to  Edinbrough, 
done  at  the  expense  of  one  single  person,  though 
it  be  two  miles  in  length,  upon  which  two  or  three 
coaches  may  conveniently  meet.    There  is  at  Leeth 
a  convenient  harboure,  capable  of  receiving  a  great 
number  of  large  shipps;  and  the  town  of  Edinbrough 
is  extending  a  pier  farther  into  the  sea,  at  a  great 
expense ;  though  it  is  manifest  that  trade  is  there 
in  a  declining  condition.    Nigh  this  town,  upon  the 

^  Lychnis  viscaria.  Z.  ^  Allium  arenarium,  L. 

'  Parncusia  palustris,  L,  (flore  pleno.) 

9 
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sea-coast,  Mr.  Wood  showed  meLigfusticumScoticum 
Apii  folio  ^^  in  plenty ;  and  we  observed  a  Senecio 
incana  pinguis^^  in  the  same  place,  different  from 
any  of  that  kind  we  had  seen  before. 

I  have  been  very  much  satisfyed  in  reading 
over  your  second  volume  of  the  Natural  History 
of  Jamaica.  All  lovers  of  Natural  History  must 
own  themselves  very  much  obUged  to  you  for  the 
many  rare  discoverys  contained  in  it,  and  for  so 
great  a  number  of  curiouse  and  usefuU  observa- 
tions. Your  descriptions  of  both  plants  and  animals 
are  very  exact,  as  well  as  the  figures ;  and  indeed 
the  synonymous  names  of  both  is  a  worke  of  one 
man's  age,  together  with  the  authors  of  voyages 
that  have  named  them  upon  some  occasion. — An 
account  of  your  museum  is  a  worke  too  extensive 
for  any  one  person  to  \mdertake ;  and,  as  no  other 
person  can  be  so  well  qualifyed  for  such  an  under- 
taking as  your  selfe,  whose  time  is  chiefly  taken 
up  for  the  welfare  of  mankind,  we  can  scarce  ex- 
pect that  satisfaction.  Mr.  Thoresby's  museum 
remains  still  in  the  same  state  we  left  it;  and 
how  it  must  be  disposed  of  we  have  no  certaine 
account. 

On  Wednesday  last  I  sent  you  a  pott  of  wood- 
cocks by  Sam.  Haggers,  a  Kendall  carrier,  who  inns 
at  the  Bell,  in  Wood-Street.    I  desire  your  accept- 

'^  Ligtutkwm,  Scotiaim.  X.  ^^  Senecio  viecoeue.  L. 
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ance  of  it^  as  a  small  acknowledgement  of  the  many 
favours  you  have  upon  all  occasions  conferred  upon. 

Your  most  obliged  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 


LETTER  XCII. 

Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Riehardnon. 

Edk.  Hall.,  Oxford,  January  1st,  1725-6. 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
information  concerning  Mr.  Thoresby  and  his  cu- 
riosities.^ I  wish  they  may  fall  into  good  hands. 
Metfainks  they  might  be  proper  to  be  joyn'd  with 
Sir  Hans  Sloane's.  When  you  hear  more  about 
them,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  a  farther  ac- 
count. I  suppose  his  urns,  paterse,  &c.  were  pub- 
lished all  by  himself  in  the  Transactions  and  his 
book  of  Antiquities.^  He  had  some  manuscripts 
that  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen;  and 
so  I  told  him  ;  but  I  did  not  perceive  that  he  was 

1  Thoresby's  death  had  taken  place  October  16th,  1725.  Of  the 
fiUe  of  his  yeiy  extensive  collections  I  know  but  little.  The  following 
statement,  relative  to  his  coins,  is  extracted  from  Nichols'  Literary 
Anecdotes,  viii.  p.  465. — ''August  2drd,  1755,  Dr.  Ducarel  and  Dr. 
Gifford  saw  Mr.  Thoresby's  collection  of  coins  entire  in  the  hands  of  his 
son,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thoresby,  Rector  of  Stoke  Newington,  and  weighed 
several  of  them.  March  1st,  2nd,  and  Srd,  1764,  Mr.  Ralph  Thoresb/s 
collections  of  coins,  medals,  &c  were  sold  by  auction,  by  Mr.  Francis 
Bristow,  at  the  Great  Auction  Room,  near  Spring  Gardens,  Charing- 
Cross." 

'  Dueatua  LeodemU. 
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ready  to  communicate  them ;  at  least  not  to  me. 
And  now  I  never  expect  to  see  any  of  them, 
unless  they  fall  into  some  such  hands  as  Sir  Hans 
Sloane's.' 

I  hope  you  have  before  this  time  received 
Peter  Langtoft*s  Chronicle^  which  was  delivered 
to  Mr.  Yarburgh  on  the  first  of  November  last,  at 
which  time  he  paid  me  a  guinea  in  full  for  it.  We 
are  going  on  apace  with  John  of  Glastonbury:  a 
writer  who  was  intended  to  have  been  published 
long  ago,  either  by  Mr.  Fulman  or  somebody  else; 
but  I  think  'twas  hindered  by  the  death  of  Bishop 
Fell.  The  manuscript  hath  been  communicated  to 
me  by  my  Lord  Bruce;  and  'tis  from  him  too  that 
I  had  Richard  Beere's  Terrier ,  out  of  which  I  shall 
extract  some  things. 

There  is,  in  the  library  at  York,  a  manuscript 
of  Thomas  Eccleston's  Historia  de  adventu  Fratrum 
Minorum  in  Angliam.  This  is  a  work  never  yet 
published.  Yet  Leland  hath  given  us,  in  his  CoU 
lectaneaj  some  valuable  things  from  it.  And  so 
hath  Mr.  Wood,  in  his  Hist,  et  Antiq.  Univ.  Oxon. 
I  suppose  you  have  interest  enough  to  get  some 
short  account  of  the  York  manuscript,  which  would 
be  a  great  satisfaction  to. 

Honoured  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 

^  This  is  a  most  agreeable  testimony  to  the  liberality  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane. 
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LETTER  XCIII. 


Mr.  Wood  to  Dr.  Richardson. 


PHTSICK-GAaDEN,  EDINBURGH, 

January  8rd,  1725-^. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  last  week,  dated  De- 
cember 22nd;  and,  two  days  before  that,  the  box 
with  Willoughby's  History  of  Birds  and  Monti, 
de  Monumento  Diluvianoy^  very  safely  put  up.  As 
for  Willoughby,  I  look  upon  it  to  be  a  book  of 
surprizing  curiosity  and  wonderfuU  delight:  the 
cuts  are  vastly  before  any  ever  I  see'd  of  the  like 
kind,  and  the  descriptions  very  entertaining  and 
pleasant,  and  your  omoi  observations  most  usefull 
and  just :  e.  g.  the  Solan  geese  being  as  fre- 
quent in  the  Orkney  Islands  as  on  the  Bass  Island, 
which  I  have  frequently  observed.  As  for  Monti's 
work,  I  am  not  able  as  yet  to  guess  so  much  at  it; 
but  doubt  much  of  its  veracity,  considering  the 
author  applauds  Woodward  so  much,  who  is  es- 
teemed, all  the  world  over,  to  be  Hght-headed,  and 
has  published  chimeras  to  be  reall  facts.     I  am 

*  Joiephus  Monti,  de  Monumento  Diluviano  nuper  in  agrn 
Bononienai  detecto,  Dissertatio,  in  qua  permulttB  ipsius  inundationis 
vitidicia,  a  statu  terr<B  antedilurianfe  et  postdifuvianee  desttmpttp, 
exponuntur.     Bononiw,  1719.  4to. 
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heartily  glad  to  hear  you  are  makeing  a  compleat 
collection  of  botanical  books  and  history.    I  wish 
you  may  get  a  good  account  of  those  you  yet  want 
from  Holland.    Your  correspondent,  I  understand, 
has  not  dealt  so  fairly  with  you  as  he  ought  to 
have  done,  which  I'm  heartily  sorry  for ;  but  hope 
you  shall  recover  them  yet.    I  am  much  concerned 
you  have  received  no  seeds  from  abroad  this  sea- 
son ;  but  I  hope  you  will  before  the  time  of  sowing 
comes  on :  as  for  myself,  I  have  not  one  new  seed 
by  me,  nor  expect  any  this  season  that  I  know  of. 
I  beg  you*l  send  me  per  next  ane  account  how  all 
your  curious  plants  are  thriveing  this  winter:  what 
I  received  from  you  last  summer  I  have  not  lost 
one,  but  increasing  strongly.    I  long  much  to  hear 
what  progress  the  Consul  has  made  in  his  intended 
Pinax.     I  wish  it  may  not  prove  a  posthumous 
work ;  as  many  books  of  botany  have  done,  much 
to  the  world's  loss.    I  shall  be  sure  to  send  you 
my  observations  for  Ray's  Appendix  to  the  Synopsis 
inclosed,  as  soon  as  I  receive  your  next;   and  I 
intreat  you'l  advise  Dillenius  not  to  appear  such  a 
fine  dissector  in  this  edition  as  in  the  last,  and  to 
range  the  genera  with   respect  to  their  flowers, 
seeds,  and  seed-vessels,  more  exact  in  this  than 
he's  done  in  the  last;  and  to  avoide  the  multi- 
plicity of  synonimous  names,  both  to  the  genera 
and  species,  which  has  been  too  frequent  a  custom 
amongst  the  writers  of  botany,  without  any  neces- 
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sity ;  but  this  I  leave  to  your  own  good  censure, 
and  crave  pardon  for  the  freedom  I  take — being 
all  the  needfuU  at  present.  With  my  hearty  well 
wishes  to  you  and  your  family,  and  the  obligations 
I  ly  under  for  your  curious  books,  with  former  in- 
expressible kindnesses,  I  remain, 

Most  kind  Sir, 
Your  real  friend  and  most  humble,  servant, 

ROBERT  WOOD. 


LETTER  XCIV. 
Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  Febniaiy  12th,  1725-6. 

Dbar  Sir, 

I  ought  long  since  to  have  retum'd  my 
hearty  thanks  for  your  present,  which  came  well ; 
and  *tis  not  long  since  we  ate  the  last  of  them. 
I  expect,  by  first  occasion,  proposals  for  printing 
Mr.  Vaillant*s  Botanicum  Parisiense^  in  folio,  with 
a  good  number  of  plates,  excellently  well  designed 
and  graved.  Dr.  Boerhaave  has  been  at  the  charge, 
which,  he  writes  me,  has  cost  him  two  thousand 
guilders.* 

'  The  great  aoarce  of  expense  had  been  the  purchase  of  Aubriet's 
drawings.  These,  made  expressly  for  this  work,  exceeded  in  number 
three  hundred,  and,  never  having  been  paid  for,  were,  at  the  time  of 
Vaillanf  8  last  illness,  still  in  the  hands  of  the  artbt.  This  circumstance, 
added  to  the  fear  that  all  his  labour  in  preparing  the  work  would  be 
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I  have  had  from  Paris  the  second  edition  of 
Tournefort's  History  of  the  Plants  about  Paris y 
published  by  Dr.  Jussieu  the  younger.*  There  is 
very  little  in  it  new,  tho'  in  two  volumes,  12mo, 
and  worse  printed  than  the  first. 

I  had  a  gentleman  with  me  this  week,  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Delaune  (his  name  is  Williams,) 
who  has  undertaken  to  grave  all  the  publick  build- 
ings at  Oxford,  in  large  plates  and  diflFerent  views.* 
He  is  a  near  neighbour  to  Dr.  Foulkes,  who,  he 
says,  is  so  well  that  'tis  thought  he  will  marry  very 
soon.  He  goes  every  summer  to  Snowdon;  and 
I  hope,  by  his  means,  we  may  have  the  Subularia 
in  flower.  I  design  to  write  to  him,  and  beg  you'll 
do  the  same.  Here  is  in  town  a  gentleman,  bred  at 
Baliol  College,  Mr.  Brown  of  Shropshire,  just  by 

lost  to  his  own  &me  and  to  the  world,  rendered  poor  Vaillant*s  death- 
bed absohitely  miserable  ;  and  caused  him,  as  Boerhaave  states,  in  his 
singularly  interesting  Preface,  to  apply  to  him  to  undertake  the  publica- 
tion. Sherard  also,  in  a  letter  which  is  subjoined  to  tlie  Preface,  added 
his  request ;  and  Sherard,  in  Boerluiave*s  words,  was  a  man,  "  cut  nemo 
bonus  quicguam petenti  negaverity  On  this,  Vaillant, "  quietus  animo, 
meditationi  mortis  totum  se  dedens  atque  pietatis  ofliciis,  nihil  fere 
quicquam  de  Botanica  aliisve  scientiis  post  hsec  agere  voluit,  sed  uni 
intentus  Deo,patriisque  ita  defunctiis  ceremoniis,  placidissime  expiravit, 
omnibus  Bonis  flebilis,  nulli  flebilior  quam  Botanicis.** 

2  See  Dr.  W.  Sherard's  letter,  p.  208, 
*  They  were  published  in  1733,  in  sixty-five  plates,  with  the 
following  title:  Oxonia  Depicta,  sive  ColUgiorum  et  Aularum  in 
inclytd  Academid  Oxoniensi  Ichnographica,  Ortuographica,  et  Sce^ 
nographica  DelineatiOt  lxv.  Tabulis  csneis  crpressa,  a  Gulielmo 
WiUiams ;  cut  accedit  uniusa^sgue  Coiiegii  Auiaque  twtitia. 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  233 

Wales :  he  is  the  keenest  botanist  I  have  met  with, 
and  knows  most  of  the  plants  in  the  Synopsis.* 
Dr.  Dillenius  has  been  a  moss-cropping  with  him : 
he  has  an  excellent  eye.  He  brought  up  with  him 
some  plants  never  found  before  in  England,  as  the 
Virffa  aurea^  Matth,  the  leaves  not  at  all  serrated ; 
Pentaphyllum  palttstre,  foliis  villasisy  ifc.,^  Pluk. 
Filix  Rh€etica,''  J.B.,  and  an  Astragalus  I  found 
about  Sm3rma,  which  is  in  Tournefort's  Corollary. 
He  is  in  orders,  and  is  going  home :  he  promises 
to  go  this  summer  to  Snowdon,  and  other  parts  of 
North  and  South  Wales.  I  have  desir'd  him  to 
call  on  Dr.  Foulkes,  which  he  is  proud  of  doing. 

It  has  been  a  terrible  winter  for  our  gardens, 
and,  doubtless,  much  worse  in  Holland. — You,  Sir, 
too,  I  fear,  have  felt  the  bad  effects  of  it.  My 
brother's  gout  has  not  yet  left  him;  nor  can  he 
well  expect  it,  unless  he  cou'd  keep  out  of  his 
garden. 

Sir  Hans  has  been  pleas'd  to  quarrell  with 
me,®  without  reason,  as  every  body  thinks  that 

^  Rev.  Littleton  Brown,  m.a.,  f.b.8.,  is  mentioned  by  Dillenius 
in  the  Historia  Muscarum,  as  one  of  those  who  rendered  him  assist- 
ance ;  and  who  communicated  to  him  many  specimens  gathered  in 
Wales,  Herefordshire,  and  Shropshire. 

*  A  variety  of  Solidago  Virga-^urea.  L, 

^  Comarwn  palustre.  fi  Huds.         ^  Polypodium  RIuBtiaim,  L, 

®  See  Sir  Hans  SIoane*s  letter,  p.  219. — Though,  however, 

the  quarrel  may  only  then  have  broken  out,  it  is  very  plain,  from  his 

letter,  p.  1 62,  and  from  Sherard*s,  p.  1 76,  tliat  the  seeds  were  previously 

sown,  and  were  sure  to  germinate. 
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knows  his  reasons  for  it.  Patience !  one  paragraph 
in  my  Preface  will  shew  *twas  not  my  fault,  and 
save  me  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble. 

Dr.  Boerhaave  is  busy  in  writing  to  all  coun- 
tries for  fruits,  and  seeds  of  trees,  and  shrubs^or 
his  forest  (as  he  calls  it).  He  has  sent  a*man  into 
Austria  and  Hungary;  who,  with  Clusius  in  his 
hand,  has  brought  him  all  mentioned  by  him.  He 
takes  the  same  care  for  Spain  and  Italy,  &c.:  if 
you  meet  with  any  berries  of  Juniperus  Alpina, 
pray  gather  some  for  him. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  succulent  plant 
you  mention  flowers  with  you  in  summer ;  as  also 
from  Mr.  Wood,  when  he  has  gathered  any  thing 
for  me.  Dr.  Dillenius  gives  you  his  service,  and 
desires,  when  you  visit  Malham,  you'd  please  to 
look  for  the  Orchis  spicata^  you  mention  to  grow 
there  as  well  as  in  Wales. 

I  had  a  letter  lately  from  Sig"  Micheli,  who 
has  sent  me  a  great  number  of  the  plants  of  the 
Hortus  PisanuSy  which  I  wanted.  He  now  says  his 
book  will  be  finished  in  April:  he  is  the  most 
exact  man  I  ever  knew.  I  sent  him  lately  twenty 
pounds  to  help  his  work  out  of  the  press,  and 
must  take  it  in  copies,  which  will  be  more  than 
I  shall  know  how  to  dispose  of,  considering  I  have 
got  him  subscriptions  from  all  the  curious  here. 

We  hope  to  see  you  here  in  May :  my  house- 

'  Satyrium  aUndum.  L. 
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keeper  gives  her  service  to  you,  and  has  a  bed 
ready  for  you,  where  you  will  be  very  welcome  to, 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  old  friend  and  humble  serv^ 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  XCV. 

Dr.  Richardson  to  Mr.  Hearne. 

NosTH  BiBELET,  March  19th,  1725--6. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  may  reasonably  wonder  that  I 
have  not  before  this  time  answered  your's  of  January 
1st,  which  was  sent  to  me  in  Craven,  where  I  was 
confined  in  the  gout,  and  continued  so  for  six  weeks 
after,  before  I  could  get  home.  I  have  not  still  got 
quit  of  it. 

I  wrote  immediately  to  a  friend  at  Leedes,  in 
order  to  get  the  best  information  I  could  of  Mr. 
Thoresby's  Museum,  and  how  it  was  to  be  disposed 
of;  but  his  two  sons,  who  are  both  clergjrmen  and 
settled  in  the  South,  were  then  come  to  no  resolu- 
tion about  it.  I  wrote  a  second  and  third  time, 
but  could  get  no  satisfactory  account  to  send  you. 
I  had  orders  from  a  gentleman  in  Cheshire,  to  have 
bought  a  great  number  of  his  printed  bookes  ;  but 
a  few  days  agoe  I  had  a  letter  from  Leedes,  which 
brings  me  an  account  that  Mr.  Thoresby's  eldest 
son  (who,  I  perceive,  has  the  disposall  of  the  Museum 
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and  bookes)  was  then  at  Leedes^  and  had  packed 
up  all  in  order  to  remove  them  into  the  South:  but 
whether  to  London,  or  to  his  living,  I  cannot  informe 
you.  The  most  valuable  part  of  his  collection  (viz. 
his  medals  and  books)  belonged  to  Thomas,  Lord 
Fairfax,  which  Mr.  Thoresby's  father  purchased, 
who  was  then  a  curiouse  person,  and  made  consi- 
derable additions  to  it  before  it  came  into  the  hands 
of  his  son.  You  will  find  every  thing  that  is  valua- 
ble in  his  Museum,  printed  either  in  the  Philoso- 
phical Transactions^  or  else  in  his  Ducattis  Leodensis. 
'Tis  very  probable  you  may  still  get  a  sight  of  his 
collection  :  if  1  had  known  that  you  had  desired  a 
sight  of  any  of  his  manuscripts,  I  am  sure  I  could 
have  prevailed  upon  him  to  have  obliged  you. 

I  have  not  yet  received  Peter  Langtoft's  Chro- 
nicle. I  ordered  Mr.  Yarburgh  not  to  send  mine  till 
it  could  be  conveyed  hither  by  a  safe  hand.  Ex- 
changing carriers,  before  any  thing  come  to  this 
place,  twice  has  been  the  occasion  that  I  have  lost 
severall  things  sent  from  Oxford. 

The  Precentor  of  Yorke  is  my  relation,  and  a 
man  of  good  learning :  he  will  be  a  very  fitt  person 
to  apply  to  about  Eccleston's  Historia  de  adventu 
Fratrum  Minorum  inAngliam.  I  will  write  to  him  the 
next  week ;  and  the  account  of  it,  which  I  know  he 
will  not  faile  to  give  me,  shall  be  sent  you,  by. 

Your  assured  friend  and  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 
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LETTER*  XCVI. 
Dr.  Richardson  to  Dr,  Sherard, 

NoATU  BiERLET,  April  Isf,  1726. 

Honour'd  Sir, 

Mr.  Evans's  house  I  suppose  to  be  their 
head  quarters,  where  they  will  meet  with,  in  plenty, 
Sedum  minimum^  naii  acre,  flore  albo.^  R.S.M.  11. 
In  the  way  to  the  old  Castle,  from  Mr.  Evans's, 
nigh  the  Bridge,  before  you  come  to  Pont  Vawr,  by 
the  water-side,  Arundo  Valatoria  minor,  foliis 
aesijs;^  and  in  the  water,  and  upon  the  sand  in  the 
same  place,  Subularia  repens  foliis  minus  rigidiSj^ 
R.  S.  M.  3.  At  Pont  Vawr,  at  the  further  side,  nigh 

'  Tliis  letter,  which  is  in  the  correspondence  without  a  date, 
Mr.  Nichols  has  printed  as  written  in  May,  1718 — a  date  that  cannot  be 
correct ;  for  Dillenius,  who  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  party,  did  not 
come  into  England  till  September,  1721.  To  me,  it  appears  most 
probable  that  it  was  written  about  the  time  to  which  I  have  referred 
it ;  and  was  in  answer  to  one  not  now  in  existence  from  Sherard,  asking 
for  information,  to  guide  Dillenius  and  Brewer  and  Brown  in  the  tour 
they  undertook  a  month  or  two  afterwards.  It  is  in  two  points  of 
view  valuabfe:  as  a  proof  of  Dr.  Richardson*8  accuracy  in  his  re- 
searches, as  well  as  of  his  Botanical  knowledge  ;  and  as  a  guide  to  any 
future  Botanists  who  may  tread  that  interesting  region. — I  wish  I 
could  have  had  it  with  me  in  1802 ! 

^  Sedian  Anglicum,  L. 
^  I  can  find  no  plant  in  the  British  Flora  with  this  s3monym. 

^  Isoetes  lacustris,  3  Huds. 
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the  Bridge,  is  Papaver  luteutn  perenne,  ladniato 
folio y  Cambrobritannicumy^  R.8.M.  At  the  head  of 
the  Lake,  grows  Myrtus  Brabantica,  s.  anglica^ 
Park;  and  in  the  Lakes,  Subularia  fragilis  folio 
longiore  et  tenuiore^  R.S.M.  This,  I  suppose, 
growes  deep  in  the  water ;  for  we  found  it  cast  out 
of  the  lake  on  the  bankside,  and  gathered  severall 
specimens  of  it,  though  we  could  not  find  it  growing. 
In  the  same  place  growes  Gladiolus  lacustris  DorU 
manni,^  Cltisius ;  and  also  Graminifolia  laaistris 
sobolifera^  D.  Lhwyd.  In  the  way  to  the  Castle, 
on  the  left  hand,  amongst  the  moist  rocks,  Caryo- 
phyllata  aquatica^nutanti  fiore^^  C.B.P.;  Adiantum 
petr^Bum  perpusillum  Anylicumj  foliis  bifidis  vel 
trifdiSj^^  R.S.M.  2 ;  from  Mr.  Evans's  to  Hisvae, 
by  the  way  to  Trigvulcaugh.  In  going  to  these 
places,  you  must  ascend  the  Glyder :  the  first  re- 
markable place  in  the  way  is  Lyn-y-Cwn,  in  which 
lakes  you  will  find  Gladiolus  lacustris^^  and  Subu- 
knia  repens  folio  minus  rigidOy^^  R.S.M.  3;  and 
both  these  in  almost  all  the  mountainous  lakes  of 
Snowdon,  and  amongst  the  rocks  nigh  the  water. 
On  the  south*side  of  the  lake,  Hieracium  PulmoTM^ 

^  Papaver  CamMcmn.  L. 
*  Myrica  Gale.  L.  ^  The  same  as  N<>  4. 

^  Lobelia  Dartmanna.  L. 
^  I  do  not  know  what  is  designed  by  this  name,  which  I  do  not  find 

in  the  BrUieh  Flora. 

'^  Oeitm  rhale.  L.         ^^  Trich&manes  Tktnbrigetue,  Smith. 

^^  Lobelia  Dortmatma.  L,  ''  laoetes  lacustris.  0  Huds. 
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ria  dictum,  angvistifolium^^  R.  S,M.  It  flowers  here 
about  the  end  of  June.  I  have  plants  of  it  in  my 
garden  brought  from  thence.  I  never  met  with  it 
any  where  else.  On  the  right  hand,  nigh,  and 
almost  above  the  lakes,  on  the  rocks,  and  upon 
the  large  stones  fallen  from  the  rocks,  you  will  find 
in  flower  about  the  same  time  Hieracium  Alpinum 
villosum,  flore  magna  singulariy  caule  nudo,^^  R.  S. 
M.3:  it  rarely  exceeds  four  or  flve  inches  in  height, 
when  in  flower:  'tis  no  very  common  plant  here. 
I  kept  it  in  my  garden  four  or  five  years,  where  it 
flowers  yearly;  but  'tis  a  difficult  matter  to  preserve 
it  from  the  snails :  'tis  an  annual  plant. — Upon  the 
same  rocks  you'll  find  Virga  aurea  mantana,  folio 
angustOy  suhtus  incano,  flore  conglobato,^^  Lhwyd, 
R.8.M.  Tho'  Mr.  Lhwyd  found  Lgcopodium  elatius 
JuniperinuriiiP  here^and  above  this  lake,in  the  way  to 
Trigvulcaugh,  yet,  when  I  was  with  him,  we  could 
not  find  it ;  neither  have  I  ever  met  with  it  since, 
though  I  have  looked  for  it  several  times  in  the 
springs  that  issue  out  of  the  foot  of  the  rocks.  As 
you  ascend  the  Glyder,  you  meet  with  Cochlearia 
ratundi/oliay^^  Morison  Pinaoo.  At  the  top  of  the 
Glyder  are  Trigvulcaugh  rocks;  on  the  north-side 
of  which,  growing  out  of  the  clifts  of  the  steep 
rocks,  you'll  find  the  Plantago  minor  angusti/olia,^^ 

^^  Hieracmm  Murorum,  fi,  Huds. 
'^  HUradum  alpinum*  JL  ^^  SoUdago  CamMca.  Huds. 

^^  Lycopodhtm  atmoHnum.  Z.         '^  Cochlearia  GroenUmdiea.  L, 

^^  Plantago  maritima,  7.  Huds. 
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J,B.:  this  seems  to  me  a  distinct  plant  from  the 
marine  one;  the  leaves  are  shorter,  narrower,  and 
more  rigid ;  the  spikes  shorter.  I  have  kept  it  in  my 
jrarden  ever  since  I  was  in  Wales  with  Mr.  Lloyd, 
and  it  never  varies :  that  from  the  bishoprick  of 
Durham,  and  also  from  Northumberland,  is  no  other 
than  the  marine  one. — I  have  this  also  in  my  garden. 
On  the  same  rocks  you'll  find  Ruhia  quadrifolia 
erecta,^  J.B.;  Thalictrum  mmti^,^*  which  Mr.  Lloyd 
calls/bZ/o  latiore^R.  S.M.;Cafyophylltis  maritimus;^ 
and  also  Salix  pumila^/olio  rotundo^^  J.  B.  This  is 
the  same  with  iSa/e>  alpina,alni  rotundo/oliOj  repens, 
Bocc.  Mus. :  that  upon  Ingleborough  and  Sno wdon 
arc  the  same.  I  have  the  plant  from  the  last  place 
in  my  garden. — Sedum  ericoides^  is  common,  and 
also  Gnaphalium  montanum,  flore  rotundOy  folio 
latiore;^  Lychnis  Alpina  minima,'^  R.  Hist,  under 
that  side  of  Trigvulcaugh  rock  which  faces  the 
north ;  and  above  the  lake  Llyn-Ogwyn,  that  being 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  and  in  view  of  it, 
you'll  find,  springing  out  of  the  naked  rocks,  Bui- 
bosa  Alpina  juncifolia^  pericarpio  unico  erectOy  Sic.^ 
R.S.M.:  it  flowers  about  the  beginning  of  June. — 
I  brought  severall  bulbs  of  them  from  thence ;  but 
they  would  not  flower  in  my  garden,  but  in  a  year  or 
two  died.  If  Mr.  Evans  be  living,  he  will  shew  the 

20  Galium  boreaie.  L.  24  Saxifraga  oppositifoiia,  L. 

2'  Thalictrum  minus.  $  Huds.  ^  Gnaphalium  dioicum.  L, 

^  Statice  Armeria.  L.  26  Silene  acaulis.  Z, 

^  Salix  reticulata,  Z.  ^  Anthericum  serotinum,  L. 
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places :  he  was  with  me  when  I  found  it  last.  In 
the  rills  in  the  same  place  grows  Muscus  Tricho^ 
manaides  purpuretis  alpinus  rivulis  intMScens^f^ 
R.  Lhfwydy  R.8.M.;  and  a  little  below,  under  the 
shady  rock,  on  the  right,  Mr.  Lloyd  shewed  me 
severall  roots  of  Filix  montana  ramosa  minora  folio 
angusto  denticulate,^  not  far  above  the  lake  Uyn- 
Ogw}m.  This  lake  lyes  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
Hisvae,  which  you  may  ascend,  if  you  have  time 
and  a  fair  day,  which  is  not  met  with  often  here. 
But  the  place  to  ascend  this  mountain  is  opposite 
to  a  few  small  houses,  called  Nant-Francon :  in  the 
way  to  the  top  of  it  you'll  find  Cotyledon  hirsuta^ 
P.B.;  Sedum  ex  rupe  St.  Vincentii  ;^^  Adiantum  alpi- 
nuniy  crispum^^  Schwenkfieldf  Cat.  J.  B.;  Lysimachia 
Chatmenerion  dicta,  folio  angusto^^  C.P.B.,  growing 
out  of  the  cleft  of  the  naked  rock,  at  the  top  of  the 
mountains. — In  this  place  Mr.  Lloyd  and  myself 
sought  for  Polypodium  Ilvense^  Hist.  Lugd.;  but 
the  violence  of  the  raines  and  the  thickness  of  the 
clouds  rendered  our  searches  unsuccessfull.  We 
could  not  then  meet  with  Paronychia  similis,  sed 
minor  J  perennis,  alpina,  repens^  which  Mr.  Lhwyd 
had  found  before  in  the  same  place ;  but  I  after- 

^  Jungermarmia  cockUarifbrmU,    Hooker. 

^  Aspidium  Dumetarum*  Smith.         ^  Saxifraga  stellaris.  L, 

'^  Stdum  rupestre,  Z.  ^  Pteris  critpa.  L, 

^  Epilabium  angustifolium.  L, 

^  Wiiodsia  Ilvensi$.  f  Smith.       ^,  Draba  incana.  0*  /  Smith. 
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wards  found  it  in  another  place ;  and  it  has  ever 
since  flourished  in  my  garden. — In  your  return 
home,  at  the  top  of  the  Glyder,  if  you  be  not 
sufficiently  wearied,  you  may  climbe  up  the  steep 
rock,  Trevan,  if  you  think  it  worth  the  time  to  do, 
only  for  the  sight  of  Juniperus  alpina^  J.  B.  From 
Mr.  Evans's  to  Clogwyn-y-Gamedd,  which  is  the 
highest  part  of  Snowdon,  the  nearest  and  most 
fruitfull  way  for  simpling  is  to  go  by  Phynon-Velan. 
Before  you  cross  the  water,  and  in  sight  of  a  few 
houses  on  Mr.  Evans's  side,  among  the  stones  by 
the  water,  you  will  find  Papaver  luteum  perenne^'' 
in  great  plenty.  After  you  cross  the  brook,  before 
you  almost  begin  to  ascend  the  hill,  right  against 
a  poor  house  by  the  way-side,  you'll  find  Adiantum 
alpinum  crispum.^^  When  you  come  to  the  rocks 
that  are  nighest  Phynon-Velan,  you'll  find,  in  rills, 
Acetasa  rottmdi/olia,  repens,  Eboracensis,  8fc.'^  Mor. 
Hist.  Oco. ;  but  why  he  calls  it  Eboracensis  I  know 
not,  for  I  never  found  it  in  our  county.  In  the 
same  place  occurs  Thalictrum  minimum^  montanum, 
atro-rubenSy  foliis  splendentibus,^^  R.  8.  M.,  1 1 ; 
also  Sedum  alpinum  trifido  folio ^^^  C.B.P.  Upon 
the  dry  rocks,  Sedum  ericoides,*^  C.  B.  P.  in  plenty. 
Under  the  largest  stones,  fallen  from  the  impend- 

^  Juniperus  communis.  |3.  Huds. 
'7  Papaver  Cambricum.  X.  ^  Thalictrum  alpinum.  L. 

38  Pteris  crispa.  L.  *^  Saxifraga  hypnoides.  L. 

^  Rumex  digynus.  L.  ^  Saxifraga  oppositifolia.  L. 
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ing  rocks^  you'll  meet  with  Lanchitis  aspera  major 
Matthioliy^  Park.;  and,  if  Dr.  DiUenius  visit  these 
rocks,  he  will  find  JHchomanes  ramosum^  in  plenty, 
and  I  doubt  not  will  be  satisfied  that  Mr.  Lloyd's 
name  agrees  very  well  with  the  plant.  I  kept  it 
above  twenty  years  in  my  garden,  and  it  now 
remains  the  same. — Trichomanes  foliis  elegantir 
incisisy^  Inst.  R.  H.,  I  take  to  be  the  same  with 
this.  Under  the  same  sandy  rocks  youll  find  Filial 
montana,  ramasa,  minor,  argutk  denticulata,^  D. 
LhwydyR.  8.M. :  I  have  it  now  in  my  garden,  brought 
from  thence;  also  Adiantum  nigrum, pinnulis  Cicu- 
taria  divisurd,^  D.  Bobart,  R.  S.M.  Mr.  Ray,  in  his 
travels,  takes  notice  of  a  plant  in  Zenoni's  Garden, 
at  Bologna,  which  he  calles  Polytrickum  alpinum, 
inciso  folio,  costd  viridi :  this  must  be  certainly 
Trichomanes  ramosum,^^  J.B.  Upon  the  edges  of 
the  high  rocks  of  Phynon-Velan,  I  found  Paronychia 
similis  sed  minor,  per  ennis,alpina,  repens,^^D.Lhwyd, 
R.8.M.;  also  Cirsium  humile,  poltfanthemum,  Cy- 
noglossi  folio,^  R.S.M.  Also,  as  you  ascend  to  the 
lake  Phynon-Vrech,  you'll  find  Alsine pumila pulchro 
flore,  folio  tenuissimo,^^  R.  Cat.  Angl :  this  growes 
on  flint  stones  very  plenty  by  the  way-side.    Be- 

^  Aspidium  Lanchitis.  Smith.  ^  Asplenium  viride,  Huds. 

^  Asplenium  viride,  j3.  Huds.  ^  Draba  incana,  ^  Smith. 

^  Asplenium  Trichomanes,  0,  Sm.       ^  Cnicus  pratensis.  Willd. 
^  Aspidium  Jhtmetarum,  Smith.  ^'  Arenaria  vema.  X. 

^  Cyathea  regia.  Smith. 

m2 
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twixt  Holywell  and  Rithyn  in  this  ascent^  you'll 
meet  with  some  plenty  of  Juniperus  alpina}^ — In 
Phynon-Criel  you'll  find  Suhularia  vulgaris  erecta, 
folio  rigidissimo^  R.  S.  M.  3.  in  plenty,  and  no 
where  else  that  I  know  of.  Mr.  Lloyd  told  me  of 
a  pellucid  Potamogeton  he  found  in  this  place;  but 
I  never  found  it.  From  hence,  in  your  ascent  to 
the  summit  of  Snowdon,  you'll  find  Serpgllum  hir- 
sutum  fruticosit^^^  8fc.  Lhwgd,  R.  S.  M. ;  Lychnis 
alpina  minima,^^  R.  Hist,  with  a  deeper  and  a 
paler  red  flower: — above  Phynon-Vrech,  there  is 
very  plenty  of  Adiantum  alpinum  crispum}^ — ^To- 
wards the  top  of  Snowdon,  Salix  pumilay  folio 
rotundo^''  J.B.  On  the  north  side  of  Clogwyn-y- 
Gamedd,  growing  out  of  the  clefts  of  the  rocks, 
you'll  have  Sedum  serratum^  flosculis  compactiSy 
maculatisy^^  R.S.M.;  and  on  the  top  of  the  rock, 
and  no  where  else  that  I  ever  found,  Alsine  Mgo- 
sotis  lanuginosa  alpina  grandifiora^  sive  Auricula 
Muris  villosayflore  amplo  membranaceo,^^  R.S.M. — 
I  also  brought  from  thence,  when  Mr.  Lhwyd  was 

^^  Juniperus  communis.  3.  Huds.  ^  Siiene  acaulis,  L. 

**  Isoeies  lacustris,  L,  ^  Pteris  crispa,  L. 

^  Thtpnus  Serpyllum,  fi.  Huds.  *7  ^/^  reticulata,  L. 

^  No  such  synonym  occurs  in  Ray ;  but  there  is  a  Sedum  ser-- 
ratum flosculis  compactis,  immaculatis,  which  is  Saxifraga  nivalis,  L, 
and  is  found  in  the  place  here  mentioned ;  and  I  therefore  suspect  a 
lapsus  calami  on  the  part  of  Brewer,  who  made  this  copy  of  Dr. 
Richardson's  letter. 

^^  Cerastium  latifolium.  L, 
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with  me,  and  it  grew  in  my  garden  for  several 
years,  though  I  could  never  since  find  it,  Filix 
alpina,  Pedicularis  rubra  foliis  suhtus  villosisy^ 
R.S.M.:  it  growes  about  the  middle  of  the  rock 
Clogwyn-y-Gamedd,  faceing  the  north :  'tis  above 
the  head  of  the  highest  fountain.  If  the  gentlemen 
are  favoured  with  a  fair  day,  perhaps  they  may 
meet  with  it  in  the  moist  places.  In  the  same  part 
of  the  rock  you'll  find  Alsines  Myosotis  faciei  Lych- 
nis alpinUj  flare  amplo  niveOyrepens,^^  R.  8.M.;  and  in 
several  places  about  the  north  side  of  the  hill,  Mr. 
Lloyd  shewed  it  me,  from  the  top  of  Snowdon,  where 
BistOTta  alpina  pumila  varia^^^  Park,  growes,  viz. 
in  the  steep  pastures  of  Grib-G6ch,  which  lay  op- 
posite to  it ;  but  I  had  not  time  to  see  it.  He  told 
me  it  growes  there  in  great  plenty,  and  flowers 
about  the  end  of  June. — Nasturtium  petrteum^  we 
did  not  meet  with ;  but  I  found  it  on  a  moist  rock, 
above  the  lake  Llyn-On,  as  you  ascend  Snowdon. — 
I  have  now  in  my  garden  plants  from  thence,  which 
thrive  well  with  me. — Pilosella  majoriSy  s.  Pulmo- 
naria  luteae  species  magis  laciniata^J.  B.,  I  brought 
from  the  rocks  nigh  Ll3m-Plem,  in  the  way  to  Llan- 
Rwst. — About  three  miles  from  thence,  in  a  wood 
called  Pancretch,  by  the  way-side,  nigh  a  large 
oak,  growes  Campanula  Cymhalarite  foliis. ^^ 

^   Woadsia  hyperbarea.  Smith.      ^  Arabis  hispida,  L, 

^^   Cerastium  aipinum.  L.  ^  Hieracium  murorum.  $.  Sm. 

*^  Polygonum  viviparum.  L.  ^  Campanula  hederacea.  L. 
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If  the  gentlemen  would  leave  at  Mr.  Evanses  a 
collection  of  dried  specimens  of  the  plants  of  Snow« 
don,  and  their  native  places,  it  would  be  a  great 
encouragement  to  young  botanists.— I  have  severall 
times  designed  it;  but  either  my  want  of  time  or 
the  bad  season  would  not  allow  of  it.  This  with 
my  service  to  the  gentlemen  that  design  to  visit 
Snowdon,  tho*  unknown,  and  my  hearty  wishes  for 
their  health.    I  am 

Your  entire  friend  and  servant, 

RICHARD  RICHARDSON. 


LETTER  XCVII. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardfon. 

London,  April  5th,  1726. 

Dear  Sir^ 

I  fully  designed  answering  your*s  on 
Saturday;  but  my  brother^s  coming  to  town  and 
taking  me  down  with  him^  put  it  out  of  my  thoughts. 
However,  I  hope  this  will  be  time  enough,  to  give 
you  notice  that  Mrs.  Wansall  sent,  on  Friday  last, 
by  John  Firtle,  directed  to  Benjamin  Bartlett,  for 
you,  three  pounds  of  Bohea  tea.  *Tis  the  same  she 
procures  for  my  sister  and  me,  and  hopes  you*U 
like  it.  She  paid  twelve  shilhngs  '^  pound  for  it, 
as  we  do;  which  is  cheaper  by  three  than  it  can  be 
bought  in  the  shops. 
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This  warm  weather,  I  hope,  will  have  its  good 
effects  on  you,  so  that  this  may  find  you  pretty  free 
from  the  gout. 

I  have  put  you  amongst  the  subscribers  of  my 
list  for  the  Botanicum  Parisiense^  which  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  pay  for  when  the  books  arrive,  as  I 
do  by  others. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  the  Subularia  repens^  Sfc.  is 
like  to  flower  with  you  this  summer :  I  think  I  may 
call  it  so,  and .  shall  be  much  pleas'd  to  ascertain 
that  genus. 

Not  only  Mr.  Brown,  but  Mr.  Brewer  and  Dr. 
Dillenius  design  to  visit  Wales  this  summer ;  but 
they  will  be  too  early  for  Mr.  Lhwyd's  Subularia : 
however,  I  have  given  them  orders  to  speak  and 
encourage  Mr.  Evans  to  look  after  it. 

My  brother  has  received  no  seeds  from  abroad 
as  yet,  and  last  year  gathered  very  few*  Some  are 
coming  from  Italy,  which  will  serve  for  autumn 
sowing. 

Pray  return  my  service  to  Mr.  Wood,  when 
you  write.  I  hope  this  year  will  prove  more  favour- 
able than  the  last,  that  he  may  gather  the  specimens 
I  desir'd.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  his  additions  and 
observations  on  the  Synopsis.  Pray  let  me  know, 
as  near  as  you  can,  the  time  we  may  hope  to  see 

you  here. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithfull  friend  and  humble  serv*, 

W.  SHERARD. 
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LETTER  XCVIII. 

Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Edm.  Hali»,  OxfOKD,  April  Sth.  1726. 

Honoured  Sir^ 

I  thank  you  for  the  farther  account  you 
sent  me  (in  your  letter  of  the  nineteenth  of  last 
month)  of  Mr.  Thoresby*s  Museum.  Some  body  or 
other  hath  since  told  me^  that  *tis  got  to  London ; 
but  I  cannot  yet  learn  the  certainty. 

I  am  very  glad  so  worthy  a  person  (who  is 
your  relation)  is  Prsecentor  of  York.*  I  should  be 
much  pleased  to  have  some  good  account  of  Thomas 
Eccleston,  from  whom  there  are  many  valuable 
things  in  LelatuTs  Collectanea  and  in  Mr.  Wood's 
Antiquities  of  Oxford.  But  I  think  Mr.  Wood  had 
all  from  second-hand.  He  is  a  rare  author.  I  could 
never  see  him. 

Mr.  Yarburgh  hath  got  your  Langtoft  still  by 
him.  The  second  volume  of  John  of  Glastonbury 
(that  I  am  now  printing)  is  going  on. 

^  John  Richardson,  m.a.,  Rector  of  Beefbrd,  Prebendaiy  of 
Wbtow,  1703 ;  Archdeacon  of  Cleveland,  1711 ;  and  Precentor,  1712 ; 
to  whose  kind  assbtance,  in  his  account  of  the  Dignitaries  of  the 
Church  of  York,  Browne  Willis  acknowledges  himself  mudi  indebted. 
— See  Memoir  of  ike  Richardson  Family. 
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I  have  lately  seen  the  Works  of  Walter  Mqjfle, 
Esq}  in  eleven  volumes,  8vo.  The  author,  I  find, 
was  a  Latitudinarian :  I  never  hardly  met  with  a 
more  confident  writer.  There  is  a  letter  (amongst 
the  several  pieces)  of  Mr.  Dodwell*s,  about  LuciarCs 
Philopatris ;  but  'tis  not  only  most  faultily  printed, 
but  many  material  things  are  omitted,  and  others 
transposed.  Mr.  Moyle  hath  spoke  very  contemp- 
tuously of  some  of  the  greatest  men,  as  well  ancient 
as  modem.  He  hath  aspers'd  the  Clergy  and  their 
friends, and  endeavoured  to  do  disservice  to  religion. 
His  criticisms  are  bold,  but  often  wrong.  His  papers 
had  better  been  concealed ;  at  least  most  of  them. 
Mr.  Moyle  lov'd  to  have  the  last  word,  however  in 
the  wrong.  This  appears  from  what  he  writ  against 
Mr.  Richard  King,  with  respect  to  ^^  the  thundering 


^  A  very  different  character  of  Mr.  Moyle  from  that  'which  is  here 
given  will  be  found  in  the  Biographical  Dictionary  ;  but  this  is  one 
instance  among  many,  and  I  therefore  point  it  out,  how  Heame*s  judg- 
ment was  warped  by  his  political  opinions.  Moyle,  according  to  the  work 
just  mentioned,  "came  into  the  world  with  a  firm  zeal  for  the  Protestant 
settlement,  and  a  great  contempt  of  those  who  imagined  that  the  liberty  of 
our  Constitution  and  the  Reformation  could  subsist  under  aPopish  King;** 
and  hinc  illm  lacrymee  on  the  part  of  honest  Tom  Heame,  who  was  too 
honest  to  conceal  his  sentiments,  and  too  indiscreet  to  place  them  under 
the  controul  of  prudence ;  an  extraordinaiy  instance  of  which  he  gave, 
by  publishing,  in  the  Vita  Ricardi  n.,  a  letter  from  Charles  i.  to  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  on  the  subject  of  an  intrigue  on  the  part  of  the 
King,  which  letter  Heame  is  convinced  does  not  exist,  and  only  prints 
it  to  show  how  far  the  malice  of  his  enemies  will  go,  while  the  original, 
which  was  among  the  Macro  papers,  is  actually  now  in  my  possession. 
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legion."  Mr.  King  had  much  the  better  of  the 
argument,  truth  being  on  his  side,  tho*  Mr.  Moyle 
would  not  yield. 

I  am,  honoured  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  XCIX. 

Mr,  Clutton}  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

London,  the  ISth  of  4th  Month,  1726. 

Dr.  Richardson, 

I  received  the  parceU  of  plants  thou 
wert  so  kind  to  prepare  for  me,  which  I  do  acknol- 
ledge  a  singular  favour :  I  have  looked  them  over, 
but  not  yet  had  time  to  distribute  them  to  their 
severall  places.  I  am  greatly  pleas'd  with  the 
mosses ;  my  own  collection  being  but  poor  therein, 
although  they  are  the  most  beautifull  part  of  Botany. 
I  perceive  many  are  exoticks ;  but,  as  thou  hast 
favoured  me  with  the  names,  I  am  eased  of  much 
trouble  in  seeking  them  out.  But  our  worthy  friend, 

^  This  is  the  only  letter  in  thia  collection  from  Mr.  Clutton,  of 
whom  I  know  nothing  more  than  that,  from  the  s^le  of  it,  he  was 
evidently  a  qnaker,  and,  from  an  endorsement  upon  it,  was  a  Chemist 
and  Apothecary  in  Holbom,  as  well  as  a  Botanist. 
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Rand,   Apothecary  and  our  chief  Professor,  has 
helped  me  out  at  that  work  heretofore. 

The  Botanick  art  is  greatly  encreasing  at 
London ;  and  Dr.  Sloane's  gift  of  the  Phisick-Gar- 
den  to  our  Company  for  ever,*  has  caused  them  to 
apoynt  one  of  the  Company,  at  present,  Rand,  to 
demonstrate  the  Officinales  every  last  Wednesday 
(so  call'd)  in  the  month,  at  the  said  place;  and 
one  Meers,  our  late  clerk,  deceased,  has  left  £10 
f'  ann.  for  ever  to  such  Demonstrator. 

^  The  observation  here  made  mi^t  lead  to  the  inference  that 
the  donation  was  a  recent  one :  it  had,  however,  been  made  five  years 
before.  The  following  particulars  respecting  it  are  extracted  from 
Lysons*  Environs  of  London,  (n.  p.  102,  second  edition.) — "  In  the 
year  1673,  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  London  took  a  piece  of 
ground  at  Chelsea,  by  the  water-side,  and  prepared  it  as  a  Botanical 
Garden.  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who  had  studied  his  fiivourite  science  there 
from  the  time  of  its  first  establishment,  when  he  became  possessed 
of  the  manor  in  1721,  granted  the  freehold  of  the  premises  to  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries,  upon  condition  that  th^  should  present 
annually  to  the  Royal  Society  fifty  new  plants,  till  the  number  should 
amount  to  two  thousand.  The  conditions  were  punctually  complied 
with,  and  the  specimens  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  Society. 
Sir  Hans  Sloane  contributed  amply  also  towards  the  buildings  and 
improvements  of  the  garden.  To  testify  their  gratitude,  the  Company 
of  Apothecaries  employed  Rysbrack  to  make  a  marble  statue  of  their 
bene&ctor,  which  they  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  garden.  He  is 
represented  in  a  Doctor's  gown,  with  a  full4>ottom  peruke,  and  a  roll 
in  his  hand.  The  likeness  has  been  esteemed  very  good.  On  the 
pedestal  beneath,  b  the  following  inscription  :  "  Hans  Sloane,  Bar. 
Archiatro,  insignissimo  Botanices  fiiutori,  hoc  honoris  causa  monumen- 
tum,  inque  perpetuam  ejus  memoriam  sacrum,  voluit  Societas  Pharma- 
copieorum  Londinensis,  1738.** — See  also  a  former  Note  in  th'is  work, 
p.  104. 
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As  a  further  encouragement,  our  Company 
have  ordered  some  buildings  to  be  erected  for  the 
said  service  ;  a  plan  of  which  I  have  herewith  sent 
thee  by  my  worthy  friend  and  kinsman,  B.  Bartlett. 

Please  to  let  thy  wife  know,  I  still  remember 
the  favour  she  shewed  to  us  when  in  Yorkshire, 
and  her  brother  and  sister  Farrant  when  in  London, 
to  whom,  with  thyself,  I  own  myself  greatly  obliged, 
and  end  with  great  esteem. 

JOS.  GLUTTON. 


LETTER*  C. 

Dr.  Dillenius  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

October  8th,  1726. 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  spent  two  months  in  my  botanical 
journey,  and  design'd  to  give  you  a  short  account 
of  what  I  observed  as  soon  as  I  retoumed  home, 
(which  was  the  7th  of  last  month) ;  but,  my  plants 
being  dispersed,  and  partly  left  in  Wiltshire,  and 
partly  in  Shropshire,  I  must  deferr  it  till  I  gett 
them  together.  From  Trowbridge,  I  and  Mr.  Brewer 
went  to  Mendipp  Hills,  where  we  could  not  find  the 
Musctis  denticulatusy  Chsii,^  by  Lobel  mentioned  to 

^  The  modem  names  assigned  to  plants  in  this  letter,  are]  all 
copied  from  Sir  J.  E.  Smith*s  Limugan  Correspondence,  u.  p.  131. 
^  Or  rather  of  Gerard — Lycopodium  denticulatum.  X. 
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grow  there.  Instead  of  that,  we  saw  there  the  M^*- 
ctis  lanuginostis  alpintis^  and  a  new  mushroom  of 
the  Fungoides  kind,  very  tender,  of  a  straw  colour, 
ending  into  sharp  points,  not  branched.*  The  hiUs 
are  of  a  large  extent;  and  on  one  end  of  them,  near 
Chedder,  is  a  remarkable  place,  as  well  for  its  odd- 
ness  as  for  plants  growing  there.  We  saw  there 
some  of  the  Welsh  plants,  not  known  to  grow  in 
England,  viz.  Papaver  luteum  perenne ;^  Sedum 
alpinuniy  folio  trijido^  and  severall  Welsh  Ferns, 
and  a  new  Lichen  foliis  tenerrimisy  latk  virentibus? 
From  thence  we  walk'd  to  Brent-Down,  a  peninsula 
not  taken  notice  of  by  the  geographer,  though  as 
remarkable  as  any  of  the  Holms  Islands,  over 
against  whom  it  lys;  where  we  found  in  plenty, 
on  the  top  and  the  middle  of  the  hill,  Chamacisttis 
montanuSy  PoK  folio y  Pluk.;^  and  an  unknown  grass. 
Spied  Spartiy  foliis  reflexis  angustis  glaueis  stria- 
tiSj  radiee  crassd  et  fungosd ;  and,  a  little  lower, 
Lyehnis  maritimay  Behen  dietay  folio  et  flore  majore^ 
observ'd,  after  the  Synopsis  was  printed,  first  by 
Mr.  Brewer,  and  sent  to  Mr.  Sherard's  garden, 
where  I  believe  you  have  seen  it,  when  you  was 
there.    The  place  mentioned  for  the  Polygonum 

^  Trichostamum  ianuginosum*  Fl.  Brit 
^  Apparently  Clavaria  fastigiata,  L.  figured  by  Dillenius  in 

Ra/s  Synopsis,  t.  24,  f.  3. 
^  Papaver  Cambricum.  Z.  ^  Stunfraga  hypnoides.  L, 

"^  This  should  be  some  MarchanHa,  Jungermannia,  or  Riccia, 
^  Cistus  polifoiius.  L,  ^  Siiene  maritima.  With. 
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maritimum  langius  radicatum,^^  2fc.  of  Dr.  Plukenet^ 
is  but  two  or  three  miles  off  from  thence ;  and  we 
could  not  miss  it,  being  of  not  a  large  extent,  but 
searched  in  vain.  Over  against  Brent-Down,  on  a 
rocky  hill,  where  Uphill  Church  stands,  I  gathered 
seeds  of  Peucedanum  minus,^^  and  sent  a  few  by  the 
post  to  Mr.  Sherard's,  who  rais'd  them  all,  where 
you  may  have  plants  next  year,  or  seeds,  if  you 
should  want  them ;  which  I  tell,  because  I  lost 
the  rest  of  the  seeds  I  gathered  there.  I  have 
seeds  of  the  Cistus  for  you,  and  a  few  others, 
which  I  will  send  by  an  opportunity.  From  those 
places  we  set  out  for  Bristol,  and  from  thence 
travelled  through  Gloucestershire,  Worcestershire, 
and  Shropshire,  to  joyn  with  Mr.  Brown  at  Bishop's 
Castle,  who  was  desirous  to  go  along  with  us  to 
Snowdon,  but  went  only  as  far  as  Caderederis  Hill. 
By  the  way  we  observed  not  much  remarkable. — 
Alcea  tenuifolia  crispa,^^  J.B.,  is  pretty  common 
that  way,  and  no  other.  In  a  hilly  wood,  near 
Worcester,  we  observed  a  species  of  Campanula, 
flaribus  sparsis,  in  ramulis  tenuibus,  hngis,  lati 
expansisj  caule  quadrato  recto  hirsutOy  foUis  supe- 
riorihus  peranfftistis,  inferioribus  latioribus,  figurd 
Veronica  officinalis  feri,  stibhirsutis,  per  ambitum 
minutim  et  eleganth'  crenatis,  radice  brevi,  parum 
fibrosd,  inutili  et  annud}^    I  take  it  to  be  new. 

^^  Hemiaria  Unticulata.  X.         ^^  Pimpinella  dioica.  L. 

^^  Malva  moschata,  L, 
^^  Campanula  patula.  L, — See  Hort.  EUh.  68.  t.  58. 
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In  boggy  meadows  there,  as  well  as  in  other 
counties,  I  observed,  this  and  the  last  year,  a 
Gramen  Junceum  folio  articulato,  capitulis  nigris 
lucidis,  radice  magis  quam  in  vulgari  fibrosd,  magis- 
que  repente,  totd  plantd  humiliore  et  magis  pracoci 
quhm  in  vulgari}^  This  is  as  common,  if  not  more 
common,  than  the  other  is.  It  is  one  of  M icheli's^ 
in  the  Hortus  Pisanus.  Along  the  Severn,  for  a 
vast  tract,  grows  wild,  Brassica  Sylvestris,  Rapum 
radice oblongdj^^  and  Sinapi  siliqud  latiusculd^glabrd, 
&ic.^^  J.  B.  In  Shropshire,  here  and  there,  we  saw 
Sphondylium  foliis  angustioribus,^'^  which,  I  believe, 
is  a  different  species. 

Near  Norbury,  four  or  five  miles  before  we 
came  to  Bishop's  Castle,  grows  Pimpinella  tenui-- 
/olia,^^  Rivin.  Travelling  from  Bishop's  Castle  into 
Wales,  in  Montgomeryshire,  in  boggy  ground  upon 
the  Downs,  we  observed  Gramen  miliaceum  eanguum 
palustrey  paniculd  et  Ucustis  globularibus  minimis 
constructd,  new,  as  I  think :  towards  Llanydlos,  in 
the  hedges,  Oxyacantha  folio  et  fructu  minore,  a 
Pontederd,  ni  fallor,  observata.  Betwixt  Llanydlos 
and  Dolgelle,  item  between  Dolgelle  and  Carnarvon, 
we  observ'd  severall  new  mosses  of  the  Pulmonaria 
kind,  viz.  Pulmonaria  arborea  minor ;^^  Lichenoides 

1^  JuncHs  lampocarpus.  Linn.  Trans. 

^^  Brassica  Rapa,  $.  Fl.  Brit.  ^^  Sinapis  nigra,  L, 

'^  HeracUum  Sphondylium,  ^.  Fl.  Brit. 

^^  Pimpinella  Saaifraga,  fi  FL  Brit. 

^^  A  narrow  variety  of  Lichen  pulmanarius.  X. 
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arbareum,  foliia  laid  virentibus  latis,  scutellis  fusciSy 
nond.  d.;^  and  Lichenoides  arbareum  /bliosum,  ex 
cinereo  glaucum  in/emi  scabrum.^^  *Tis  the  best 
country  for  mosses  that  ever  I  was  in,  between 
Dolgelle  and  Carnarvon ;  and  we  should  have  found 
a  good  many  new  ones  there,  had  not  the  violence 
of  rain  and  wind  hindered  us. 

We  had  only  one  fair  day  at  Dolgelle,  where 
we  ascended  Caderederis  Hill,  and  found  a  good 
many  of  the  Welsh  plants  there ;  but  Snowdon 
hath  still  the  preference  before  this  and  other  hills 
that  I  have  been  at. 

Campanula  alpina^  foliis  imis  rotundioribus^ 
grows  there  as  well  as  upon  Snowdon,  and  is  to  me 
only  a  variety  of  the  common.  On  the  Cascades, 
going  up  the  highest  part  of  the  hill,  I  found  a 
Lichenastrum  surculis  teretibus  argenteis  densis 
fibrosis,  n.d.^  which  I  saw  afterwards  in  plenty 
upon  the  Glyder;  and  a  very  elegant  Coralloides 
Muscus,  facie  CoralUna  marinte,^  growing  out  of 
the  rocks  of  slate.  This  I  did  not  observe  at  Snow- 
don. Between  Carnarvon  and  Dolgelle,  amongst 
the  ferns  in  heathy  ground,  I  found  a  very  elegant 
upright  vetch,  foliis  glaucis  acuminatis,  siliquis 
pluribusy  Lentis  figurdy  plurimis  in  pediculo  longo 
nascentibuSy  nullis  claviculis  donatam.     I  had  no 

^  Lichen  late  virens,  LightfooL      '^  Perhaps  Lichen  caperatus,  X. 

^  Campanula  rotundifolia,  $,  Fl.  Brit. 

^  Jungermanniajulacea*  Z.  ^  Lichen  Jragilis.  L, 
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time,  nor  would  the  rain  permit,  to  look  after  the 
root,  whether  it  was  an  Orobus ;  but  the  leaf  does 
not  agree  with  the  Orobus  syhaticus  nostras.^ 

There,  as  well  as  in  other  places  of  Wales, 
along  the  rivers,  grows  two  Salices;  one  Salvia 
folio  rugoso^  and  the  other /bZio  obtuso,  subglauco, 
neque  compactOy  neque  laanore,  sed  medio,^''  which 
I  take  to  be  diflFerent  from  any  of  the  rest  of 
English  Willows. 

The  weather  being  so  bad,  we  resolved  to  go 
to  Carnarvon,  to  spend  some  of  our  time  there  and 
in  the  Island  of  Anglesea,  till  the  weather  would 
settle  fair  to  go  to  Snowdon. 

In  Carnarvon  river,  which  runs  down  from 
Llanberris,  I  examined  and  found  the  seeds  of  Sulm- 
laria  repens,  folio  minus  rigido?^  It  hath  a  naked 
seed,  contained  in  a  caljrx,  cut  into  four  segments. 
There  grows  allways  a  single  seed  upon  a  single 
pedical.  Along  the  leaf  comes  out  here  and  there 
little  horns,  beset  with  four  or  five  brims,  which  are 
hkely  to  contain  a  dust,  like  the  apices  in  perfect 
flower:  I  came  too  late  to  observe  this  with  more 

^  This  could  scarcely  be  any  thing  else  than  Orobus  sylvaticus.  Z. 

^  Perhaps  Salix  cinerea, 
^^  Probably  Saiix  Lambertiana,  R.  Brit. 
^  DiU,  in  Bait  Syn.  806. — Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that 
this  plant  is  Littorella  lacustris,  mentioned  as  a  Phmtago  in  the  same 
work,  316,  N°  1 1.  Whether  insects  caused  this  appearance  described 
by  Dillenius,  and  exhibited  in  his  Hist.  Muse.  t.  81,  we  can  but  con- 
jecture.    It  seems  to  have  been  found  only  once. 
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certainty.  The  Subularite  rigidai^  are  of  a  quite 
different  character ;  for  they  have  at  the  bottom  of 
their  leaf^  within  the  leaves^  a  great  many  seeds^  of 
the  bigness  and  figure  of  a  Poppy-seed^  which  I 
believe  you  will  find  in  your  dry  specimens,  if  you 
please  to  cut  them  in  a  sloping  manner  a  little  above 
the  tuberous  root:  some  leaves  have  nothing  but 
dust,  like  'tis  in  a  head  of  a  Moss.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  be  unripe  seeds,  or  a,  farina /acundans : 
it  appears  at  the  same  time  with  the  seeds  formed. 
The  Island  of  Anglesea  is  in  soil  very  like 
England,  and  hath,  except  some  marine  plants,  no 
great  variety  or  diversity  of  plants.  Echium  mari- 
num^  don't  grow  near  Trefarthen ;  but  we  found  it 
afterwards  plentifully,  travelling  for  it  to  Lljrffhy 
River,  three  or  four  miles  before  we  got  to  the  place 
mentioned.  Pneumananthe  CordP^  grows  plentifully 
in  some  boggy  commons  in  the  Island  of  Anglesea. 
In  a  wood,  I  found  Fungi  digitelli  of  Parkinson, 
never  seen  by  me  before;  and  a  new  Agaricus 
glohasus,  anthracinuSy  nullis  nee  pons  nee  laminis 
pneditus  ;'^  and  two  new  sea  mosses,  over  against 
Prestholm  Island,  where  we  found,  also  in  plenty, 
Chamcerfilix  marina,  AngL^  In  a  small  river  that 
runs  out  of  a  pond,  near  Esquire  Baly's,  I  observ'd 
Spongia  fiuviatilis  speeiem  viridissimam  et  elegan- 

^  These  are  the  Isoetes, 
^  Puhnonaria  maritima,  L,  ^  SpluBria  maxima  f 

^^   Gentiana  Pneumananthe.  X.         ^  Aspienium  marinum. 
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tissimam,  mollem^  nan  ramosam;  Potamogetan  foliis 
ohlongis,planiSy  in/emi  altemis,  supemd  constipatis; 
Plantago  marina,  eadem  m  Ihirhamensi,foliis  minus 
spissiSy  et  magis  carinatis.^  A  variety  of  the  man- 
tima  grows  all  the  inland  part  of  the  island  over ; 
Odontites  flore  albo^  in  some  pastures.  At  Llan- 
dw3m,  near  Newborough,  besides  other  marine 
plants^  grows  Chamafilix  marina ;  Thalictrum  minus; 
Ononis  maritima  procumbens,^  8fc.  Pluk.;  Vulneraria 
flore  coccineo  ;*^  Mr.  Stonestreet's  Tithgmalus,^^  but 
rarely,  in  a  small  neck  of  land  running  into  the  sea ; 
and,  Viola  Alpina  lutea,  cum  flore  minore^^  a  variety 
of  the  larger  Welch.  At  Abermeny  Ferry,  Kakile 
m^rina,^  which  I  believe  hath  been  mistaken  for 
Leucojum  marinum,^^  and  Eruca  Mon^nsis,^^  a  plant 
dififerent  from  Bocconi's,  but  the  same  with  Pluke- 
net's,  tho'  very  ill-figured:  the  flower  is  pretty  large, 
like  Rapistrum.^^  I  could  find  but  few  specimens, 
and  no  seeds;  but  brought  some  young  plants  with 
me,  which  grow  well  at  Mr.  Sherard*s. 

After  a  week's  stay  in  this  island  we  got  a 
fair  call  to.  Snowdon ;  for  the  wind,  turning  east 
and  north,  cleared  all  the  hills  of  Wales,  so  that  we 


^  PkaUago  maritima.  ^.  FL  Brit 
^  Bartsia  Odontites.  X.  ^  Euphorbia  Portlandica.  X. 

^  Ononis  arvensis.  y.  Fl.  Brit.      ^  Viola  lutea, 
37  AnihyUis  vulneraria.  $  Fl.  Brit.  ^  Bunias  Cakile. 

^^  Cheiranlhus  sinuatus :  certainly  found  in  Wales. 
^  Sisymbrium  Monense.  ^  JUgthcmus  Raphanistrum. 

28 
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left  Holyhead  and  the  northern  part  of  Anglesea 
unsearch*d.  The  most  time  we  were  at  Uanberris, 
we  had  pretty  fair  weather.  There  grows  here  and 
there,  upon  wet  places  amongst  the  rocks,  a  Br3rum 
or  Hypnum,  of  darke  purple  and  shining  colours,** 
and  another,  green,  cum  summitatibus  acuminatis 
et  pungentibusy^  which  I  remember  in  the  Consul's 
collection,  probably  sent  by  you,  not  taken  notice 
of  in  the  Synopsis.  I  could  in  neither  of  them  find 
any  heads.  We  found  the  most  of  the  Welch  plants 
then  in  season,  but  some  we  missed  upon  Clogwyn- 
y-Gamedd:  viz.  Filial,  Pedicularis  rubra /oliis;^ 
Salia;  pumila,  folio  rotundo;^''  Cyrsium  humile  mon- 
tanum,  Cynoglossi  folio,  polyanthemum.*^  At  the 
very  top  of  Snowdon  I  met  with  Muscus  Islandictis 
purgans,^^  Barth :  and  at  the  bottom  of  it,  on  the 
east  side,  in  a  meadow.  Campanula  foUis  Cgmba- 
laria^  in  plenty.  In  a  lake  at  the  foot  of  Gribgoch, 
I  found  Potamogeton,  Lapathi  minoris  foliis  pellu- 
cidis}^  D.  Lhwyd.  On  the  green  pastures,  near 
the  top  of  Gribgoch,  I  could  find  nothing  like  a 
Bistorta  folio  vario  ;^^  but  an  Acetosa  lanceolata^ 

^  Bryum  alpinum, 
^  Sphagnum  alpinum, — See  Dill.  Muse.  245. 
^   Woodsia  hyperborea.  Brown.  ^  Serratula  alpina. 

^  Salix  reticulata.  ^  Lichen  Islandicus.  L. 

^  Campanula  hederacea, 
^^  Raii  Syn.  150,  No.  16  :  possibly  Potamogeton  heterophyllum. 

Eng.  Bot.  t.  1285. 
*'  A  yariety  of  Pofygonum  vivipamm,  found  here  by  Parkinson. 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  261 

folio  glahro^  spisso,  ohttiso  et  viv  auriculato^^  in 
great  plenty,  which  I  have  seen  on  other  hills  in 
Wales,  and  found  only  one  specimen  in  flower ;  the 
lower  leaves  very  small  and  roundish,  those  on  the 
stalk  long  and  pointed,  with  a  large  basis.  Whether 
Parkinson  mistook  this  for  a  Bistorta  I  cannot 
assure.  His  figure  does  not  agree  with  my  speci- 
men. I  brought  plants  with  me  from  thence,  and 
shall  see  next  year  what  it  will  come  to.  The 
Hieracium  latifoliunty  uno  vel  altero  fiore^  is  only 
a  variety  of  the  common  Pulmonaria  GalUca.^^ 
Not  far  from  Llanberris  Church,  along  the  road, 
grows  a  Gentianella  pilosa,  flore  semper  quadripar- 
tito,^  very  diflFerent  from  pratensisj  flore  lanuginoso, 
C.B.  I  find  specimens  of  one  amongst  Consul 
Sherard*s,  gathered  near  Malham,  which  agree 
with  this,  except  that  the  Malham  ones  seem  to 
have  flowers  divided  into  five  segments.  If  I  had 
a  loose  specimen  or  two,  I  could  be  better  able  to 
determine  the  diflFerence.  Pray,  Sir,  when  does  that 
of  Malham  be  in  blossom  ? — in  spring  or  autumn  ? 

Our  guide  being  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  Glyder,  as  with  the  hills  on  the  other  side, 
we  could  not  get  to  the  place  where  the  Bulhosa 

^  May  be  a  variety  of  Rumex  Acetosa — a  veiy  variable  plant,  if  there 

be  not  more  than  one  species  confounded  under  it. 
^  Mail  Syn,  170,  No.  18.  **  Hieracium  sylvaticum. 

^  This  may  have  been  a  four-de(l  variety  of  Gehtiana  AmareUa. 
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Alpina  juncifolia^''  grows;  nor^ould  we  find,  on 
the  southside  of  Uyn-y-Cwm,  the  Hieracium  men- 
tioned to  grow  there,*®  nor  the  Vir^a  aurea  monr- 
tanayflore  canglohato}^  There  grows  one  on  all  the 
hills  about  lianberris,  and  on  other  hills  in  Wales, 
which  is  nothing  indeed  than  the  common.  I  am 
sure  we  was  at  the  right  place ;  for  we  found  there 
the  Lycapodiunt/oliisJuniperi.^  In  theLake-y-Cwm 
I  found  the  common  Subularia  folio  rigido^^  men- 
tioned to  grow  only  in  Phynon-Vrech,  and  the 
Junci/olia  Cochlearia  capsulis^^  pretty  plentifully, 
which  easied  me  very  much  of  our  disappointment 
of  not  seeing  more  Glyder  plants.  In  the  lake  near 
lianberris,  a  little  further,  where  you  found  the 
Subularia  fragilisy  folio  longiore  et  tenuiorey^  cast 
out  of  the  lake,  I  pulFd  off  shoes  and  stockings, 
and  found  it  growing  there  in  great  plenty.  If  a 
body  had  conveniency  for  fishing  out  the  plants 


^  Anthericum  serotinum. 
^  See  Eaii  Slyn.  168,  No.  7.— Gerard's  plant  is  Cineraria 
integrifolia.      Dr.  RidiardsoD*s,  found  at  Llyn-y-Cwm,  appears  by 
his  own  specimen,  shown  to  the  writer  of  this  by  Mr.  Hailstone^  to  be 
Hieracium  sylvaticum.  fi.  Tr,  L,  Soc.  ix.  p.  240. 

^  Maii  i%».  177,  No.  4.  Dillenius  was  surely  more  correct  here, 
than  afterwards,  when  he  published  the  Welch  Solidago  as  distinct. 

^  Lycopodium  annotinum. 

^^  Tsoetes  iacustris.  ^  Subularia  aquatica, 

^  Isoetes  Iacustris,  the  long-leaved  variety,  described  in  DHL 

Jlfti«c.  54],t.60.  f.  2. 
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of  the  deep  of  the  lakes,  I  am  apt  to  think  one 
should  find  strange  things. 

Near  this  place,  it's  now  three  years  ago, 
when  Mr.  Evans,  coming  home  late  from  a  chris- 
tening in  stormy  and  rainy  weather,  was  drown'd. 
His  corpse  could  not  be  found  by  any  way,  tho' 
tried  with  fishing.  There  being  no  person  living 
at  the  place  at  present,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
any  body  to  go  a  herborising  thither.  We  had 
very  hard  and  uncomfortable  lodging  at  the  ale- 
house, and  got  with  difficulty  a  young  man  to  be 
our  interpreter  and  guide.  At  last,  young  Mr. 
Evans,  at  Bangor,  gave  us  leave  to  ly  at  his  house, 
and  sent  us  provisions  from  Bangor. 

If  some  rich  Botanist,  that  hath  no  family  and 
children,  would  build  a  house  there,  and  buy  some 
land  to  it,  which  might  be  done  with  a  little  money, 
it  would  be  a  very  kinde  invitation  for  Botanists  to 

> 

visit  these  strange  places,  and  be  an  inducement  of 
making  a  collection  of  Welch  plants,  according  as 
you  proposed ;  without  which,  I  mean  a  fixed  place, 
it  seems  to  me  impracticable.  Sir,  I  am  afraid  I 
have  tired  your  patience.  I  must  give  you  many 
thanks  for  your  directions,  that  were  very  useful 
to  us.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  make  any  col- 
lection of  plants :  if  so,  any  of  my  duplicates  that 
you  should  want  are  at  your  service. 

Dr.  Sherard  arrived  safe  from  Holland  last 
Wednesday,  and  is  at  present  at  Eltham.     Mrs. 
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Wansell,  who  gives  her  humble  service  to  you,  told 
me  something  about  Oxford,  which  I  am  glad  you 
are  sensible  of ;  especially  if  you  should  thinke  it 
proper  to  advise  the  Consul,  and  to  tell  him  your 
opinion.  I  beg  and  hope  you  will  excuse  the  trou- 
ble of  this,  from  your 

Most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

J.  J.  DILLENIUS. 


LETTER  CL 


Dr.  Richardson  to  Mr.  Heame, 

P&BSTON  in  Lakcashiek,  F^niary  16th,  1726-7. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
two  very  kind  letters,  and  for  your  redyness  in 
serving  my  friend,  Currer,  in  the  afaire  of  Brough- 
ton ;  but  I  am  afraid  he  cannot  succeed  in  it,  since 
I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Bankey  of  Skipton,  a  person 
of  a  very  good  character,  has  made  the  same  pro- 
posals to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  that  were  formerly 
made  by  Mr.  Ash ;  so  that  now  we  have  no  room  to 
expect  so  great  a  favoure  from  the  College,  but 
must  always,  with  due  gratitude,  acknowledge  Dr. 
Tanner's  great  civility  to  us,  as  wel  as  your's  upon 
that  occasion;  to  whome  pray  give  my  service  when 
you  write  to  him. 
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I  returned  hither  from  Yorke  last  weeke,  where 
my  kinsman,  the  Precentor,  is  at  your  service.  I  had 
writ  to  him  some  time  agoe,  to  soUcite  that  I  might 
have  the  liberty  to  send  you  T.  Eccleston's  History 
to  Oxford.  He  gave  me  no  great  hopes  of  success; 
but  told  me,  that,  if  I  should  speake  to  the  Dean,  &c. 
perhaps  I  might  prevaile. — I  spoke  to  severell  of 
the  Prebends,  and  told  them  that  I  would  give  them 
any  security  for  the  safe  retume  of  the  manuscript; 
but  they  all  told  me  the  same  story,  that  severell  of 
theire  manuscripts  had  been  lost  by  trusting  them 
out  of  the  library;  and  named  a  New  Testament 
that  had  been  lent  to  some  of  Dr.  Mills's  friends, 
for  him  to  collate,  which  had  never  been  returned. 
Since  that  time,  there  has  been  an  order  made, 
that  no  bookes  of  any  kind  should  be  trusted  out 
of  the  library ;  but  they  agreed  that  I  should  have 
the  liberty  to  transcribe  it;  and  this  is  all  the 
favoure  I  could  obtaine. — ^There  is  only  forty-seven 
pi^es  of  it ;  and  some  part  of  the  book  has  either 
been  writ  with  bad  ink,  or  lain  in  some  damp  place; 
for  the  letters  are  so  pale,  and  the  abbreviations  so 
particular,  that  who  ever  undertakes  to  transcribe 
it  correctly  must  be  much  more  conversant  in  the 
knowledge  of  manuscripts  than  I  can  pretend 
to;  and  I  fear  that  we  have  no  person  in  the 
north,  that  I  know  of,  that  can  do  it  upon  any 
consideration.  If  at  any  time  you  have  any  friend 
that  should  come  into  the  north,  that  is  qualified 
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for  such  an  undertaking,  I  could  procure  him  the 
Uberty  to  transcribe  it. 

I  have  now  in  my  hands  a  large  volume  of 
originall  letters  and  coppys,  &c.  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  England  with  Scotland  in  King  Henry 
the  villus  time.    At  the  beginning  of  the  booke  is 
writ  "  This  booke  made  the  first  of  June,  the  xvi 
year  of  the  reigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord,  King 
Henry  the  viii.  a.d.  m.d.  xxiii,"  in  which  are 
severall  letters  to  my  Lord  Dacre  (then  Warden- 
generall  of  the  Borders  of  England) ;  to  the  Chan- 
celer  of  Scotland ;  severall  of  Cardinal  Wolsey's, 
and  others  to  him ;  severall  original  letters  from  my 
Lord  Surry  (then  Treasurer  and  Admiral  of  Eng- 
land) to  my  Lord  Dacre.     Original!  letters  from 
several  Abbots  to  my  Lord  Dacre ;  great  numbers  of 
letters  from  other  hands  to  my  Lord  Dacre,  as  well 
EngUsh  as  Scotch.    Letters  to  the  Duke  of  Albany, 
&c. — ^The  collection  belongs  to  Thomas  Hesketh, 
Esq.  one  of  the  members  for  this  place ;  and,  if  you 
thinke  any  thing  in  this  volume  wil  be  either  satis- 
factory to  you,  or  usefull  to  the  publique,  I  am  sure 
I  can  prevaile  upon  him  that  you  may  have  the 
perusall  of  the   booke   at  Oxford;   which  if  you 
desire,  it  shall  be  sent  to  you  from  hence.    I  shall 
only  stay  here  three  weekes  longer  at  the  fkrthest, 
and  then  return  into  Yorkshire ;  therefore  desire  to 
hear  from  you  in  that  time.    I  have  alsoe  by  me  a 
manuscript  Bible,  pretty  intire,  in  English,  and  a 
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Latine  Testament  handsomely  writ ;  but  these  seem 
to  bear  no  higher  date  then  Richard  the  Third:  they 
both  belong  to  the  same  gentleman.  I  have  a  Rentall 
of  the  Lands,  &c.  belonging  to  Fumess  Abbey.  Be- 
lieve me  to  be. 

Your  intire  friend  and  servant, 

RIC.  RICHARDSON. 


LETTER  CII. 


Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

£dh.  Hall,  Oxford,  February  26tb,  1726-7. 

Honoured  Sir, 

On  the  23rd  instant,  I  received  your's  of 
the  1 6th ;  and  the  next  day  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Tanner, 
and  paid  him  your  compliments. 

I  thank  you,  and  your  worthy  kinsman,  the 
Precentor,  (to  whom  my  humble  service)  for  your 
great  trouble  in  reference  to  the  York  manuscript 
of  Thomas  Eccleston.  But  I  now  despair  (for  I 
cannot  go  thither  myself,  and  I  know  not  what 
person  to  employ)  not  only  of  having  the  manuscript 
sent  me,  but  of  having  it  copied  for  me  ;  so  that 
my  design  of  printing  Eccleston  from  that  manu- 
script, is  now  (as  I  apprehend)  wholly  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Hesketh  is  a  gentleman  for  whom  I  have 
a  great  honour.   My  humble  service  to  him.    I  had 
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some  small  acquaintance  with  him  when  he  was  of 
Brazen-Nose  College.  I  should  be  glad  to  peruse 
his  collection  of  letters,  as  I  should  likewise  your 
Rental  of  Fumess  Abbey.  But  I  am  not  in  haste  ; 
so  you  may  take  your  own  time. 

I  am,  honoured  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  cm. 

Dr,  Sherard  to  Dr,  Richardson. 

London,  March  14th,  1726-7. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tho'  late,  I  return  hearty  thanks  for 
your  noble  present.  Had  I  had  any  thing  else 
material  to  write,  I  had  not  neglected  it  so  long. 
The  building  at  Oxford  is  finished,  and  I  have  a 
draught  of  it:  'twas  begun  upon  my  promise  of 
leaving  to  the  Garden  my  Bibliotheca  et  penu  Botor- 
nicum;  and  I  design  to  do  more  for  it. 

I  have  sent  Dr.  Boerhaave  all  the  trees  and 
shrubs  he  wanted,  that  I  cou'd  procure  him  here  : 
there  are  some  few  in  your  parts  remain  of  his  note 
he  wou'd  be  glad  of. 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  269 

The  Botanicum  Parisiense  is  all  printed  off. 
It  only  wants  Mr.  VaiUant's  life  and  his  picture/ 
which  wiU  be  soon  done. 

I  fear  Mr.  Wood  is  a  faithless  correspondent : 
his  friends  here  complain  he  has  put  them  to  all 
the  expenses  he  cou'd;  and  now  they  can  hear 
nothing  of  him. 

What  seeds  I  brought  from  Holland,  I  gave  to 
my  brother,  who  has  sent  me  a  packet  for  you, 
which  was  forwarded  on  Friday  last,  by  Matthew 
Leigh,  at  the  White-Horse  at  Cripplegate,  directed 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Bartlett,  at  Bradford. 

Young  Dr.  Jussieu,^  (brother  to  the  Professor 
that  has  Mr.  Vaillant's  place,)  is  come  over  to  pro- 
cure plants  for  the  King's  Garden :  from  hence  he 
goes  for  Holland  on  the  same  message. 

Mr.  John  Martyn,^  who  gave  a  College  of 
Botany  here  last  summer  to  several  young  gentle- 

'  No  portrait  of  Vaillant,  I  believe,  was  ever  given  with  this  work. 

^  Bernard  de  Jussiea : — his  elder  brother,  Antoine,  here  alluded 
to,  had  succeeded  Tournefort  as  Professor  of  Botany  and  Curator  of 
the  Jardin  du  Rot,  Bernard,  though,  from  his  modesty,  he  scarcely 
appeared  as  an  author,  seems  really  to  deserve  to  hold  the  highest 
place  in  this  illustrious  &mily. — Sprengel  says  of  him,  (HUt,  Bei  Her- 
baria, n.  p.  888,)  "  Novum  plane  ac  eximium  cepit  consilium  in 
methodo  naturali  emendanda  Bemardus  Jussieu,  quem  imitatus  nepos 
Antonius  Laurentius,  summus  vir,  perfecit  quse  patruus  inchoaverat. 
Bemardus  quidem,  licet  nihil  de  methodo  sua  in  vulgus  ediderit,  hor- 
.  turn  tamen  regiura  Trianonensem  jampridem  ad  eandenr  instituerat" 

'  According  to  the  Cambridge  University  Calendar,  the 
Professorship  of  Botany  there  was  founded  in  1724,  and  first  held  by 
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men,  goes  next  month  to  Cambridge,  whither  he  is 
invited  by  above  twenty  scholars :  he  carries  on  at 
the  same  time  his  College  here,  spending  April, 
May,  and  part  of  June  there,  the  rest  of  June  and 
July  here,  August  at  Cambridge,  and  finishes  here 
in  September. 

Dr.  Dillenius  has  had  a  large  cargo  of  dry'd 
plants  from  Wales  and  the  Isle  of  Anglesea,  sent 
by  Mr.  Brewer,  Mr.  Green,  and  his  journeymen 
there ;  some  mosses  in  head  he  had  not  before ;  a 
new  Fucus  or  two;  several  lichenes;  seeds  of 
CistuSy  flare punicante  maculd  notato,"^  that  I  found  in 


Mr.  Richard  Bradley,  who,  in  1738,  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  John  Martyn, 
here  referred  to.  Dr.  Martyn,  at  the  time  this  letter  was  written,  was 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  was  practising  medicine  in  the  City, 
whence  he  was  obliged,  on  account  of  his  health,  to  remove,  three 
years  afterwards,  to  Chelsea,  where  he  continued  to  follow  his  profes- 
sion till  he  retired  to  Streatham,  in  1752.  In  1768  he  died.  Hb 
taste  for  Botany  displayed  itself  very  early.  In  1720,  he  transUted 
Taumeforfs  Hittory  of  the  Plants  growtng  near  Paris,  and  made 
collections  for  a  similar  catalogue  of  those  about  London.  His  subse- 
quent Botanical  Publications,  including  those  printed  in  the  PhiUh 
sophical  Transactions,  were  numerous ;  but  the  work  by  which  his 
name  is  most  certain  to  live,  is  his  edition,  with  a  translation,  of  the 
Georffics  and  Bucolics  of  Virgil,  of  which  Pulteney  very  tnily  says, 
that, ''  to  the  classical  reader  in  general  they  afford  ample  satis&ction ; 
but  to  those  who  join  to  such  el^ant  enjoyment,  a  knowledge  of  the 
learned  Editor*8  fiiYourite  sdence,  these  volumes  must  afibrd  a  gratifi- 
cation, whidi  they  will  in  vain  seek  for  elsewhere." — A  single  letter 
from  Mr.  Martyn  is  preserved  in  the  Richardson  Correspondence : 
it  could  not,  however,  be  inserted  here  ;  as  it  is  addressed  to  Brewer. 

^  Cistus  guttatus,  L, 
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Jersey,  and  some  others,  which  he  will  add  to  his 
Appendix.  To-morrow  I  go  to  Eltham  with  Dr. 
Jussieu.  My  brother  writes  me,  this  dry  east  and 
north-east  wind  has  done  much  mischief  to  his 
garden :  I  suppose  he  means  to  the  fruit-trees  now 
in  bloom. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  returned,  and  that 
your  garden  has  not  suffered  in  your  absence ;  at 
least  that  your  own  health  is  much  improved  by  it, 
which  I  wish  may  long  continue.     Adieu  I 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  and  faithfuU  friend, 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  CIV. 

Dr.  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  August  18th,  17^27. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  this  day  se'nnight  in 
answer  to  your  last  favour,  in  which  I  told  you 
I  would  send  the  Botanicum  Parisiense  and  Sig. 
Micheli's  Tables  the  next  week,  which  I  did  on 
Thursday  last,  and  hope  they  will  come  safe  to  your 
hands. 
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I  had  a  letter  this  morning  from  Micheli,  who 
writes  me  he  has  finished  his  book,  and  that  eigh- 
teen sheets  are  printed  off;  but  he  stays  for  the 
plants  he  desired  out  of  the  third  edition  of  the 
Synopsis,  which  I  have  neglected  sending  him,  but 
have  now  got  most  of  them  together.  When  Dr. 
Jussieu  was  here,  I  gave  him  most  of  them  I  had  laid 
by  for  Micheli.  The  title  of  his  work  is,  Elenchus 
Plantarum  rariorum  Muscei  Micheliani,^  £fc.  He 
says  it  shall  be  finished  towards  winter ;  and  that 
he  has  ready  by  him  Catalogue  Plantarum  in  Hortis 
Siccis  CasalpinianiSf  una  cum  Synonymis,  which 
he  will  publish  as  soon  as  the  other  is  done.  He 
designed  a  new  edition  of  Casalpintts,  with  figures 
of  those  plants  that  are  new  in  him ;  but,  having 
inserted  them  in  his  own  work,  there  will  be  no 
need  to  do  it.  I  send  him  all  he  desires,  except 
a  few,  of  which  I  have  no  specimens ;  he  pro- 
mising to  return  those  I  have  no  duplicates  of.  And 
no  man  is  more  exact  or  faithful^  than  he  is,  so 
that  I  only  risk  the  danger  of  the  sea ;  and,  in  case 
of  losing  them,  I  must  trouble  my  friends  to  make 
up  my  collection  again. 

'  Neither  this  nor  the  following  work  appears  to  have  been 
ever  published. 

^  This  is  a  most  agreeable  testimony  in  Jbvour  of  the  character 
of  Midieli,  and,  coming  thus  in  the  last  of  Sherard's  letters  to  Dr. 
Richardson,  may  almost  be  regarded  as  death-bed  evidence.  It  is  very 
happily  placed,  as  an  antidote  to  the  un&vourable  opinion  expressed 
of  him  by  James  Sherard. 
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No  news  yet  from  Mr.  Brewer,  since  he  went 
into  Anglesea,  whence  we  suppose  him  returned, 
and  at  present  searching  the  places  you  directed 
him  to. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

W.  SHERARD. 


LETTER  CV. 


Mr,  Miller^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Chblsea,  August  1 9th,  1727. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  I  sent  by  the  Bradford 
carrier  a  box  directed  to  you,  in  which  are  three 
setts  of  Doctor  Scheuchzer's  History  of  Japan^  and 

*  Among  the  Botanists  of  England,  there  are  few  names  to 
which  Natural  Histoiy  is  more  indebted  than  to  Philip  Miller.  His 
fiither,  as  we  have  already  seen  in  this  Correspondence,  had  the  care 
of  the  Chelsea  Garden;  and  to  this  the  son  succeeded  in  1722,  being 
then  thirty-one  years  old.  Eight  years  afterwards,  he  published  the 
first  edition  of  his  great  work.  The  Gardener's  Dictionary,  a  work  of 
which  Linnseus  justly  predicted,  "  Non  erit  Lexicon  Hortulanorum 
sed  Botanicorum  "  and  which,  while  it  has  universally  obtained  the  high 
credit  it  deserves,  has  had  the  singular  good  fortune,  that,  whereas  it 
commonly  happens  among  works  on  Science,  that  every  succeeding  one, 
like  the  rod  of  Aaron,  devours  its  predecessors,  this  still  maintains  its 
place  in  the  Botanical  Library,  no  less  valued  and  no  less  consulted 
than  on  its  first  appearance.  Haller,  Pulteney,  and  Sprengel  are  all 
equally  loud  in  the  praise  of  Miller.  The  account  given  of  him  by 
our  own  countryman  is  interesting.  SprengePs  testimony  in  his  favour, 
as  likely  to  be  less  generally  known  in  England,  I  subjoin. — "  Philippus 
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a  few  plants  for  your  garden^  of  such  sorts  as  I  hope 
will  prove  acceptable  to  you. — ^The  plants  are  all 
markt  as  undermentioned;  but  of  the  Ficoides 
I  shall  send  you  Mr.  Rand^s  names  ^^  next  post ; 
he  being  at  present  in  the  country,  and  having 
setled  the  names  of  all  the  sorts  in  our  garden 
according  to  his  own  fancy.  So  I  thought  proper 
to  send  them  as  in  our  catalogue^  that  for  the  future 
we  may  understand  each  other.  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  know  if  there  is  any  of  the  Rubia  tinctorum 
cultivated  in  your  country,  and  the  manner  how  it 
is  done ;  for  I  never  saw  any,  till  in  Holland  I  met 
with  large  quantities.  The  particular  management 
there  used  I  was  diligent  to  observe. — I  have  lately 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Preston  at  Edinburgh, 
with  great  complaints  of  their  loss  in  the  Physic- 
Garden  ;  and  he  attributes  it  to  the  ill-management 
of  Mr.  Wood,  who  I  hear  but  a  slight  character  of; 

Miller  omnium  fuit  hortulanorum,  Michelio  uqo  excepto,  doctissimus ; 
BSgacissimus  plantarum  cultor,  acutissimus  examinator.  Lexicon  ipsius, 
botanicis  aequ^  ac  hortulaais  necessarium,  opus  est  immortale,  cogni- 
tionum  botanicarum  ejus  yiri  ditiasimum  compendium  :  plantarum*  et 
larissimarum  quidem,  descriptiones  exactissimas,  cum  instructione  ad 
eas  colendes  continet** — Fi^e  of  Millei's  letters  are  here  preserved;  and 
by  tliese,  he  appears  to  have  been  a  man  by  no  means  deficient  in 
education.  It  b  therefore  not  surprising  that  he  maintained  a  corres- 
pondence with  Linnieus  and  other  Continental  Botanists.  His  death 
took  pUce,  when  he  was  at  a  ver)'  advanced  age»  in  1771,  shortly 
before  which  time  he  had  been  displaced  from  hb  situation  at  Chelsea ; 
and,  as  appears  from  the  Linnaan  Carreiptrndence^  i.  p.  255,  and 
p.  588,  under  painful  circumstances. 
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but  I  am  in  hopes  that  Dr.  Alston/  who  is  the  King's 
Professor  of  Botany  at  Edinburgh,  will  be  the  best 
correspondent  there.  He  seems  to  be  a  man  of 
learning,  and  has  good  skill  in  distinguishing  plants, 
and  a  great  share  of  modesty.  A  gentleman  the 
other  day  surpris'd  me  with  a  fine  piece,  which, 
upon  reading,  I  found  you  to  be  the  author  of: 
the  title  is,  if  I  remember  right,  De  cultu  Horto- 
rum.^  Vrajy  if  it  is  to  be  had,  give  me  directions 
where  I  may  procure  it ;  and,  if  in  any  thing  I  can 
be  serviceable  to  you,  pray  let  me  know,  and  it  will 
be  a  pleasure  to. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

PHILIP  MILLER. 

'  Dr.  Charles  Alston  was  a  naturalist  of  considerable  merit,  and, 
according  to  Piilteney,  was,  in  conjunction  with  his  friend,  Dr.  Monro, 
the  principal  cause,  to  which  "  the  UniTersity  of  Edinburgh  owes  the 
rise  of  that  reputation,  whidi  has  since  so  deservedly  elevated  it  to  be 
one  of  the  fiist  schools  of  physic  in  Europe.**  They  both  of  them,  like 
Dr.  Richardson,  studied  at  Leyden.  Alston  died  in  1760,  in  the 
serenty-sevendi  year  of  his  age,  but  still  "  in  his  harness  **  as  a  teacher 
of  Botany.  His  principal  work,  the  Tirocinium  Botanicum  Edinf 
burgentey  would  have  been  far  more  useful  and  more  prized,  but  for  its 
decided  liostility  to  the  System  of  Linnseus,  and  particularly  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  sexes  of  plants,  which  it  was  its  great  object  to  explode. 

^  The  treatise  under  this  name  was  published  in  4to.  at  Leyden, 
1699.  I  know  nothing  further  of  it  than  that  the  &ct  is  so  stated  in 
Haller*s  BibL  Bot  n.  p.  46.  Tha«  is  no  copy  of  the  book  in  the 
Banksian  Library ;  nor  does  its  existence  appear  to  be  known  to  Dr. 
Pulteney,  or  to  M rs.  Richardson,  the  fkmily  biographer. 

2t 
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LETTER  CVI. 
Afr.  Brewer^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

BiNGLST,  NoTember  27th,  1727. 

Honored  Sir, 

Your  obliging  favour  of  the  24th  in- 
stant I  duly  rec'd,  which  brought  the  good  newes 
of  your  safe  arrival  at  Preston.  I  was  in  great  pain 
for  master  Tomme.  I  heartily  thank  you  for  place- 
ing  me  amongst  so  many  of  your  worthy  relations, 
who  have  been  exceeding  civil  to  me. — First,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Ferrand  did  me  the  honour  of  making 

^  The  name  of  Samuel  Brewer  often  occurs  in  the  works  of 
Dillenius,  and  has  already  appeared  in  what  I  have  extracted  from  the 
Richardson  Correspondence,  where  nine  of  his  letters  are  preserved, 
though  but  few  of  them  are  such  as  merit  selection.  Neither  do  they 
-throw  much  light  upon  his  history ;  as  the  whole  are  dated  in  the  summer 
of  1727,  excepting  one  that  was  written  the  following  year.  What  so 
suddenly  caused  this  close  intercourse  between  them,  or  what  no  less 
suddenly  interrupted  it,  they  afford  us  no  due  for  discoyering.  Hie 
same  unliappy  tone  of  mind  and  the  same  botanical  zeal,  run  through 
all.  They  shew  him  to  be  an  uneducated  man,  and  one  of  a  low  station 
in  society ;  and  they  are  very  characteristic  of  his  position  at  that  time ; 
but  upon  his  private  history  they  throw  little  light — According  to 
Pulteney,  he  was  originally  of  Trowbridge  in  Wiltshire,  and  was  en- 
gaged there  in  the  manu&ctures,  in  which  he  is  believed  to  have  been 
unsuccessful.  The  result  of  thb  want  of  success  was  probably  his  retire- 
ment to  the  seclusion  from  which  his  letters  to  Dr.  Richardson  were 
written ;  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed,  that  a  man  like  him  would,  under 
different  circumstances,  have  submitted  to  the  annoyances  here  so 
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me  a  visit;  as  did  your  nephew^  Mr.  Richardson 
Ferrand.  The  former  was  so  kind  as  to  invite  me 
to  his  house  on  Saturday  last^  where  I  found  your 
nephew  and  his  father,  and  a  very  civil  and  noble 
entertainment.  I  never  met  with  m  any  place  a 
dinner  better  drest,  or  any  thing  better  in  its  kind ; 
and  some  of  it  excell'd  any  that  ever  I  saw.  I  en- 
quired of  him  the  day  that  he  visited  me,  if  he 
could  tell  me  where  I  could  hire  keeping  for  my 
horse,  when  he  kindly  offered  to  take  him  his  selfe, 
which  I  will  thankfully  pay  his  price  for.  I  have 
not  receiv'd  any  letter  from  the  south  since  I  left 
Bierley ;  so  that  I  cannot  tell  yet  what  stay  I  shall 
make  here.  Mr.  Leeche's  house-keeping  is  very 
well,  and  they  are  very  civil ;  but  we  have  had  no 
taike  yet  about  the  price  that  I  must  give ;  but  his 
boyes  have  all  the  itch,  which  maketh  me  very 

feelingly  enumerated.  Dr.  Pulteney  is  of  opinion  that  be  died  some  time 
after  1742,  at  Bradford,  where  be  stationed  himself  with  the  object  of 
being  near  Dr.  Richardson,  *'  by  whose  beneficence  he  was  assisted  in 
various  ways  ;**  and  he  adds  that,  **  after  his  withdrawing  into  Yorkshire, 
he  meditated  and  nearly  finished  a  work,  which  was  to  have  home  the 
title  of  The  Botanical  Guide;  but  it  never  appeared." — These  letters 
would  rather  fiivour  the  idea  that  his  stay  was  short  in  the  north,  and 
that  he  went  back  to  London  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Bath.  It  is 
certain,  however,  he  was  in  Yorkshire  in  17S2,  in  which  year  Dr.  Short 
mentions  him  in  his  letter,  dated  July  5th ;  and  Dr.  Richardson  himself, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rautlimell,  without  day  or  month,  but  probably  written 
about  the  same  time,  says,  "  Mr.  Brewer  is  still  in  our  town,  and  has 
an  extensive  correspondence,  still  adding  to  his  garden ;  but  I  think  he 
grows  weaiy  of  every  thing  else  ;  for  I  very  seldom  see  him." 

3t 
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uneasy.  John  Emmet  tell  me  that  the  mclosed  Geum 
is  spontaneous  in  this  country;  and  he  tell  me  that 
you  know  it  to  be  so ;  but  I  cannot  easily  believe 
him.  We  have  it  in  our  gardens  in  the  south,  but 
cannot  remember  the  authentick  descriptive  name 
of  it.  Fve  inclosed  also  a  sample  of  a  plant  I  met 
with  in  the  hedges,  near  Mr.  Ferrand's  fish-pond, 
in  his  garden :  it  has  a  black  shining  leafe,  like  the 
small  myrtle-trees :  I  suppose  *tis  an  Alsine.  I  do 
not  remember  that  I  ever  saw  it  before :  it  runneth 
two  foot  high  in  the  hedges.  I  am,  as  always  I  use 
to  be  in  a  strange  place,  a  little  hipped,  and  very 
thoughtfuU  of  my  family  and  misfortunes;  and 
company  never  relieve  me;  and  have  no  remedy 
but  books  and  business:  you  have  kindly  sup- 
plied me  with  the  former,  which  I  shall  take  great 
care  of,  and  send  them  to  Mr.  George,  if  I  leave 
this  country  before  you  return.  I  hate  very  much 
to  be  stared  and  gazed  upon;  as  it  is  usual  for 
strangers  to  be  in  such  small  tonnes,  which  has 
confined  mc  within  doors  all  the  last  week. — I  hope 
to  get  courage  enough  to  out-glow  them  this  week. 
— I  am  not  very  well,  having  a  pain  all  round  my 
waist,  which  maketh  it  very  troublesome  to  turn  in 
my  bed,  or  stoop :  I  was  never  so  before.  I  went 
this  day  to  Redmore  Spaw,  and  do  intend  to  drink 
three  pints  of  it  to-morrow  morning,  with  a  little 
Epsham  Salt  in  it,  in  hopes  it  may  do  me  good. 
I  met  with  several  mosses  upon  the  stones  call'd 
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Shirtfell,  and  perceive  that  this  country  is  more 
productive  of  mosses  than  ever  I  found  any  country 
before;  but  there  are  very  few  of  them  in  head  yet. 
I  perceive  that  John  Emmet  has  a  very  strong  root 
of  Epimedium  in  his  garden,  which  cannot  be  less 
than  seven  or  eight  years  standing,  which  he  told 
me  he  found  several  years  agoe  in  the  woods  near 
this  place.  If  true,  I  believe  he  would  have  told 
you  of  it  before ;  and  this  makes  me  jealous  that 
he  planted  that  which  he  carried  your  man  to  see 
in  the  woods  ;^  and  he  told  me  tliat,  if  it  was  a 
proper  season,  he  would  carry  me  to  a  place  where 


^  How  far  the  Epimedium  alpinum  has  really  a  right  to  a 
place  in  our  English  Florae  is  a  point  by  no  means  yet  satis&ctorily 
established.  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  has  sought  for  it  in  the 
woods  of  Bierley  since  the  time  of  Dr.  Richardson,  whose  testimony  m 
its  fiivour,  as  given  in  the  following  letter,  is  unquestionable.  Poor 
Thomas  Hutton,  the  Guide  and  Museum-Keeper  at  Keswick,  whose 
zeal,  and  activity,  and  obliging  disposition,  and  considerable  stock  of 
knowledge,  many  must,  like  me,  remember,  told  me  positively,  in  1796, 
that  he  had  found  it  on  Carrock-Fell.  But  Hutton  only  shewed  it  in  his 
own  garden  ;  and  it  was  suspected  he  boasted  of  a  discovery  he  never 
made,  to  give  himself  importance.  Mr.  Robson,  I  am  convinced,  never 
gathered  it  on  Skiddaw,  or  I  should  have  known  the  &ct  from  himself, 
one  of  the  most  liberal  and  communicative  of  men.  Mr.  Brunton,  sin- 
gular for  his  acuteness,  took  some  pains  to  investigate  the  point,  and  was 
convinced  it  was  not  English. — All  these  were  friends  of  mine :  all  have 
long  been  dead !  I  turn  over  their  letters  on  the  subject  with  a  feeling 
I  cannot  describe  :  it  is  walking  tlirough  a  country  churchyard,  alone, 
in  the  twilight  of  a  summer  evening,  among  the  monuments  of  our 
friends,  over  whose  graves  the  hand  of  affectionate  remembrance  has 
planted  roses  and  violets ! 
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he  sowed  several  sorts  of  seeds  that  holdeth  very 
well,  which  makes  me  think  he  sowed  the  Campari 
nula  also.  I  am,  honoured  Sir,  by  many  and  great 
obligations, 

Your  s  and  your  good  lady's  most  obedient  serv^, 

SAML.  BREWER. 


LETTER  CVII. 

Dr,  Richardson  to  Mr.  Brewer. 

December  Uth,  1727. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  was  brought  to  me  on  Saturday 
last ;  but  the  carrier  makes  so  short  a  stay  that  I 
had  not  time  to  write  to  you.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  you  meet  with  so  much  civility  amongst  my 
friends  and  acquaintance  at  Bingley ;  which  I  was 
well  assured  of  beforehand,  or  else  should  have 
been  very  much  concerned  to  have  left  you  amongst 
strangers.  You  need  not  be  under  any  concern  about 
your  table :  you  are  with  very  honest  people,  where 
you  will  not  be  imposed  upon ;  and,  if  you  have 
your  health,  the  longer  you  stay,  the  better  you  will 
be  pleased  with  the  place  and  acquaintance.  I  am 
sorry  there  is  the  itch  in  the  house :  if  it  be  only 
amongst  the  young  ones,  you  may  dispense  with 
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it ;  since  you  have  a  bed  to  yourself^  and  may  at 
meals  mark  your  napkin  and  towel,  so  that  you 
may  be  out  of  danger  of  catching  of  it. 

That  the  Epimedium  grows  spontaneously  in 
the  place  shown  to  George,  I  do  not  doubt :  the 
last  spring  was  the  first  time  I  took  notice  of  it 
in  John  Emmetfs  garden ;  and,  upon  asking  him 
whence  he  had  it,  he  told  me  in  the  place  where  he 
show'd  it  to  George :  besides,  what  he  brought  me 
was  so  luxuriant,  that  it  could  not  have  been  lately 
planted :  there  is  alsoe  plenty  of  it  there.  What 
to  say  of  Campanula  perfoliata  pentagtmay  Mar. 
Hist.  II.  I  am  at  a  stand.  That  it  grows  not  only 
in  the  streets  of  Bingley,  but  alsoe  in  the  fields, 
where  the  dirt  of  the  streets  is  carryed,  I  am 
thoroughly  satisfyed ;  but,  unless  it  be  spontane- 
ouse,  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  how  it  came  there ; 
for  it  was  a  plant  unknown  to  John  Emmett,  and, 
being  a  plant  of  no  great  beauty,  I  cannot  tell  what 
should  induce  any  person  to  sow  it  there :  the  speci- 
men that  I  gave  you  certainly  grew  in  that  place. — 
I  had  a  long  letter  lately  from  the  Consul;  and, 
since  you  can  have  not  very  much  intelligence  from 
the  south,  I  will  transcribe  part  of  his  letter,  to  let 
you  know  how  matters  go  at  London,  which  I  hope 
will  be  some  diversion  to  you;  the  ground  being  now 
covered  with  snow,  and  nothing  can  be  done  abroad, 

'   Campanula  perfoliata,  L. 
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and  having  al  present  pretty  modi  time  upon  my 
hands. 

^  I  hope  to  see  a  specimen  of  Betnla  Platani 
foVo  :*  if  it  be  only  with  cut  leaves,  I  can  forme  an 
idea  of  it ;  but  Platami/olio  seems  to  import  some- 
thing more. 

"  I  had  a  letter  last  post  frwn  Dr.  Gronovius,  to 
whome  ^I' wrote  to  knowe  the  state  of  Dr.  Boer- 
haave*s  health :  he  sent  me  word  that  he  is  very 
weake,  but  gets'strength  daily.  The  Professor  told 
him  that,  upon  the  first  attack,  and  a  fewe  day's 
continuance,  he  thought  it  impossible  to  get  over 
it :  Burman  has  printed  a  Soteria  on  his  recovery. 

"  I  expect  every  post  to  hear  from  Signior 
Micheli ;  it  being  ten.  weeks  since  I  sent  him  the 
English  plants  and  others  he  desired. 

"  Mr.  Martin,*  that  gave  a  course  of  Botany  last 
year  at  Cambridge,  has  printed  proposals  for  his 
History  of  Plants  by  Decades y  in  tables  fifteen  inches 
long  and  ten  broad,  printed  in  colours.   He  designs 


'  No  plant  B  described,  that  I  find,  with  sndi  a  sjmonym,  in 
the  works  of  Linnaeus. 

'  Respecting  Dr.  Martyu,  see  Noie^  p.  269. — The  work  here 
alluded  to  was  styled,  HUtoria  Plamiamm  rarionaiu  Fire  Decodes 
were  published  between  the  years  1728-1732.  Sprengel  says  of  it, 
"  Splendidissimum  opus,  cujus  simile  ea  stas,  praeter  Catesboei,  non 
habebat.  Icones  plantamm,  ex  horto  Chelseano  et  CantabrigieDU,  ab 
Huysum  pictie  et  a  Kirkall  sri  incisae,  deganttasims  certe  sunt ; 
sed  nulla  83monyina  adjecta,  nulli  diaracteres  ezpreasL''  Hist.  Eei 
Herb,  ii.  p.  304. 
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to  publish  those  plants  that  grow  in  the  gardens 
about  London,  such  as  are  not  yet  figured.  He  has 
most  of  them  from  Chelsea,  and  particularly  those 
presented  to  the  Royal  Society,  a  catalogue  of  which 
is  yearly  printed  in  the  Transactions.  The  plates  are 
well  done ;  but  he  had  better  have  made  them  in 
quarto. 

"Bradley*  has  published  three  other  Decades  of 
Succulent  Plants ;  in  all  five.  I  subscribed  for  the 
three  last ;  and  against  my  orders  he  has  dedicated 
one  of  them  to  me;  but  I  am  not  like  to  have  them. 
He  now  writes  a  second  weekly  paper,  with  ram- 
bling Philosophical  Observations,  as  he  can  pick 
them  up,  but  mostly  from  the  French  Transactions. 

^  Notice  has  already  been  taken  in  this  Correspondence  of  Richard 
Bradley,  as  the  first  Professor  of  Botany  at  Cambridge,  where  he  did 
not  appear  to  great  advantage ;  for,  according  to  Martyn,  he  originally 
procured  the  office  in  a  fraudulent  and  clandestine  manner,  and 
afterwards  neglected  to  perform  the  duties  of  it.  Nevertheless,  the 
University  allowed  him  to  retain  the  name  of  Professor,  while  they 
appointed  Martyn  to  give  the  Lectures.  Near  the  conclusion  of  his 
life,  his  conduct  was  so  unbecoming,  that  it  was  in  agitation  to  deprive 
him  of  this  nominal  title.  Notwithstanding,  however,  his  deviations 
from  moral  rectitude,  Bradley  was  a  man,  who,  by  many  popular  pub- 
lications on  tlie  subject  of  Botany,  Horticulture,  and  Husbandry, 
rendered  acceptable  service  to  the  cause  of  science.  "  Polygraphus, 
in  experiendo  nimis  parens,"  is  the  character  given  him  by  Haller. 
Pulteney  speaks  of  his  works  more  favourably ;  and  particularly  of  his 
Histaria  Plantarum  Succulentarum,  of  which  only  the  five  Decades 
ha«  mentioned  were  ever  published.  The  other  work  referred  to  in 
this  letter  was  his  Weekly  Miscellany ^  for  the  Improvement  of  Hu9^ 
bandry  and  the  Arts  and  Sciences^  of  which  there  appeared  twenty- 
one  numbers.    He  died  in  1732. 
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'^Dr.  Blair^  has  been  in  town  some  time,  having 
quitted  Boston :  he  has  given  out  Proposals  for  re- 
printing his  Observations,  in  two  vol.  in  4to,  with 
great  additions :  price  one  guinea  and  a  halfe. 

"  You  must  have  heard  of  the  Philomats'  putting 
up  Mr.  Fowlks  for  President  of  the  Royall  Society, 
in  opposition  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane.^  They  were  posi- 
tive in  their  success,  but  lost  it  on  Thursday  last. 
It  has  been  the  whole  talke  of  the  town ;  and  there 
has  been  as  much  canvassing  and  intrigue  made 
use  of,  as  if  the  fate  of  the  Kingdome  depended  on 
it.  The  Society  will  suffer  by  it,  which  I  am  sorry 
for:  no  doubt  we  shall  have  pamphletts  on  the 
philosophical  scuffle. 

^  Respecting  Dr.  Blair,  see  Note,  p.  169. —  Pulteney  is  so  fiu* 
mistaken  regarding  him,  that  he  considers  him  to  have  continued  at 
Boston  to  the  end  of  hb  life,  which  he  believes  to  have  terminated  soon 
after  the  publication  of  the  seventh  Decade  of  hb  Pharmaco-BotO' 
noloffia,  in  1728;  but  it  is  plain,  from  this  letter,  that  he  returned 
from  Lincolnshire  to  Town. 

^  The  unfortunate  differences  in  the  Royal  Society  on  this 
occasion  were  so  fiu:  productive  of  good,  that  they  were  the  means  of 
producing  a  reconciliation  between  Sherard  and  Sloane ;  the  former  of 
whom  exerted  himself  in  behalf  of  his  quondam  friend.  It  was  on  the 
first  anniversary  meeting  after  the  death  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  that  Mar- 
tin Folkes  was  proposed  for  the  Presidentship ;  nor  is  it  extraordinary 
that  his  friends  then  brought  him  forward,  or  that  he  himself  aspired  to 
that  honour ;  seeing  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  during  the  latter  years  of 
his  life,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  placing  him  as  his  representative  in 
the  chair,  as  often  as  his  own  health  disabled  him  from  performing 
the  duties  of  his  office.  Sir  Hans  Sloane  himself  afterwards,  in 
February,  1738,  nominated  Folkes  as  one  of  the  Vioe-Preudents ; 
which  situation  he  continued  to  hold  till  he  was  called  to  that  of  Pre- 
sident, on  the  resignation  of  Sloane  nine  years  subsequently. 
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"  Sir  Hans  has  furnished  me  with  seven  other 
volumes  of  Pluknett's  plants,  by  which  we  have 
cleared  his  dubiouse  and  not-known  English  plants. 
— I  hope  he  will  continue  to  let  me  see  Petiver's 
rubbish ;  that  I  may  adjust  his  Sjmonymes,  which 
is  all  I  now  want,  having  entred  all  the  authors  I 
have  seen. 

"Dr.  Dillenius  expected  to  hear  from  Mr. 
Brewer,  and  to  see  his  collection,  which  he  hopes  he 
shall,  as  soon  as  you  and  he  have  adjusted  them. 

"  My  brother  came  to  town,  at  my  request,  on 
Thursday,  to  vote  for  Sir  Hans,  which  I  tooke  very 
kindly  of  him.  He  has  been  ill  this  six  weekes  past, 
but  is  got  pretty  well  again.  My  service  to  Mr. 
Brewer  (when  you  see  him)  and  Dr.  Pillenius,  who 
sent  him  a  letter  last  post  from  his  lady :'' — thus  far 
the  Consul. 

I  have,  for  three  or  four  days  by-past,  been 
very  busy  in  putting  together  some  scatter'd  re- 
marks I  formerly  made  upon  birds  that  breed  with 
us,  relating  to  their  nests,  eggs,  &c.. which  may  be 
of  use,  if  any  person  hereafter  should  undertake  a 
new  edition  of  Willoughby's  Ornithology.  I  pickt 
up  here  last  year  six  or  seven  birds,  which  are  not 
frequently  met  with,  and  sent  the  cases  to  Sir  Hans 
Sloane.  I  have  already  got  four  cases  of  the  duck 
kind,  which  are  rarely  found  with  us ;  and  I  hope, 
by  the  interest  I  have  made  with  persons  who  fur- 
nish this  market  with  fowle,  to  make  a  considerable 
addition  to  them,  before  I  leave  this  place.     *     ♦ 
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LETTER  CVIIL 


Mr.  Brewer  to  Dr,  Richardson. 

Januaiy  2nd,  1727-28. 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  was  very  glad  to  hear  of  all  your  good 
healths  by  Mr.  Hill,  who  brought  me  your  favour  of 
the  14th  ult.  last  past.  I  received  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Dillenius,  part  of  which  I  shall  transcribe,  viz. 
"  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Dr.  R.  is  about  making  his 
observations  and  additions  to  the  Synapsis:  there 
is  mistakes,  especially  about  places.  I  desire  to  put 
the  time  of  flowering  to  all  the  plants,  and  that 
you  would  do  the  same  to  the  Welch  plants  that 
you  intend  to  send  to  me.  If  you  have  an  opportu- 
tunity  to  write  to  Dr.  R.,  pray  give  my  humble 
service  to  him,  and  say  that  I  hope  it  will  not  be  too 
great  a  trouble  to  him  to  mark  the  time  of  flower- 
ing of  those  plants  that  he  hath  put  in  of  his  own. 
There  hath  been  a  great  quarrel  and  misunder- 
standing between  some  of  the  Council  of  the 
Society  and  Sir  Hans;  and  they  put  up  Mr. 
Foulkes  for  a  new  president :  this  made  Sir  Hans 
and  the  Consul  to  be  friends  again ;  and  he  hath 
communicated  to  him  severall  things  since — ^I  wish 
it  may  hold  long.  As  to  Martyn  publishing  de- 
scriptions and  figures  of  the  new  plants  about 
London,  I  believe  this  hath  been  underhand  and 
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carried  on  for  some  time  past — Miller,  I  take  to  be 
the  chief  contriver ;  for  Martyn  does  not  know  a 
Nettle  from  a  Dock.*  They  have  gone  every  where 
about  Mr.  Sherard's  correspondence;  and,  what 
they  could  not  procure  at  second-hand,  they  have 
got  by  the  third.  I  could  write  more  of  this 
than  the  paper  will  hold.  Had  I  but  time,  I  would 
soon  put  a  stop  to  all  this  business  :  however,  I  do 
hope  I  shall  save  Mr.  Sherard's  new  plants,  and  my 
labour  bestowed  upon  them,  and  disappoint  them 
and  all  their  encouragers.  As  to  the  PinacCf  we 
have  entered  almost  all  authors ;  but  to  put  it  in 
order  and  write  it  fair,  will  require  some  years  still.'' 
Mr.  Currer  and  his  lady  were  at  church  here 
last  Sunday.  Mr.  Ferrand  asked  me  to  go  into  the 
inn  with  them;  when  Mr.  Currer  was  so  kind  as  to 
invite  me  to  go  to  his  house,  and  see  what  I  can 
find  in  that  country  ;  but  I  shall  avoid  every  thing 
that  will  be  attended  with  an  expense.   I  know  not 


'  The  disparaging  manner  in  which  Dillenios  here  speaks  of  Martyn 
is  both  painful  and  extraordinary ;  for  Martyn  had  before  this  time 
gained  a  Botanical  reputation  by  his  publications,  and  had  some  years 
previously  been  brought  into  close  connection  with  Dillenius,  with 
whom  he  had  co-operated  in  forming  a  society  of  naturalists,  which 
consisted  of  seventeen  members,  and  kept  together  tiU  the  year  1726. 
The  cause,  I  fear,  is  to  be  sought  in  Dillenius*  unfortunate  temper,  and 
in  that  proverbial  jealousy,  by  which  Kai  npofuvs  lec^a^ci  ^oi^cci,  ecu 
rcirroiri  rticroiy.— See  more  on  this  subject  in  Rauthmeirs  letter  of  October 
1 1th,  1731 ;  and  also  see  Dr.  James  Sherard*s  of  September  18th,  1731, 
by  which  it  appears  that  Dillenius  was  then  at  variance  with  Brewer. 
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the  consequence  of  this  till  M.  return,  which  filleth 
me  with  many  anxious  and  gloomy  thoughts,  and 
quite  cloudeth  me.  I  have  no  power  to  set  about 
any  thing  that  will  take  up  much  time,  which  has 
hindered  my  sending  my  plants  to  London.  Nothing 
now  will  divert  my  melancholy  thoughts  but  the 
beauty  and  variety  of  the  Mosses  that  I  find  in  the 
fields ;  so  that  'tis  almost  as  bad  as  death  to  be 
confined  within  doors,  as  the  snow  for  some  time 
has  done. — And  here  I  was  diverted  very  pleasantly 
from  writing,  by  the  arrival  of  the  two  young  gen- 
tlemen, your  sons,  which  I  took  very  kindly.  They 
present  their  duty  and  service ;  and  this  minute  I 
received  a  very  obliging  letter  from  Dr.  French, 
who  tells  me  they  often  remember  me  ui  their 
cupps,  though  a  water-drinker;  and  desireth  me  to 
let  you  know,  that  he  thinks  himself  very  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  present  of  plants,  which  all 
seem  to  thrive,  and  giveth  you  his  humble  service 
and  sincere  and  hearty  thanks ;  and  so  doth. 

Honoured  Sir, 
Him  that  is  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BREWER. 
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LETTER  CIX. 

Dr,  DiUenitts  to  Dr,  Richardson. 

London,  January  90th,  1727--8. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  both  your  kind  letters  in  due 
time,  and  delivered  the  inclosed  money  presently  to 
Consul  Sherard.  I  find  meeself  extreamly  obliged, 
and  give  you  many  thanks  for  communication  of 
your  observations  and  additions  to  the  Synapsis, 
which  I  shall  take  care  to  enter  and  to  preserve ; 
and,  since  you  give  me  leave,  and  promise  to  give 
me  an  axicount  of  the  time  of  flowering  of  other 
plants,  I  have  drawn  up  a  list  of  most  of  the 
northern  plants,  and  left  room  to  put  the  month 
down,  to  save  the  trouble  of  writing  it  over.  I 
should  not  have  made  it  so  large,  was  not  Mr.  Ray 
deficient  in  this,  even  in  his  History.  I  might  have 
left  out  several  of  them,  which  I  have  seen  either 
abroad  or  in  gardens  here ;  but,  thinking  the  time 
of  flowering  in  the  native  place,  in  the  north,  might 
somewhat  di£Fer  from  what  they  do  abroad  or  about 
London,  I  indulged  myself  of  making  it  too  large ; 
though  I  do  not  design  to  give  you  the  trouble  of 
putting  the  time  down  of  all  of  them,  but  only  of 
such  as  occur  easily  to  your  mind  and  remembrance. 
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I  have  had  frequent  letters  from  Mr.  Brewer ; 
and  his  last  was  so  melancholy^  that  I  am  afraid  the 
poor  man  will  dye.  He  tells  me  that  he  will  send 
my  plants  next  week  (his  letter  was  dated  the  21st 
of  January) ;  but,  if  he  should  drop  before  he  had 
finished  and  sent  them.  Dr.  Richardson  would  take 
care  to  send  them  to  me.  The  return  of  his  son 
from  the  Indies,  who  was  dismissed  of  his  service, 
hath  brought  a  great  trouble  upon  him;  and  he 
hath  been  ever  since  ill-  I  wish  he  might  not  be 
uneasy  and  troublesome  to  his  landlord.  I  believe 
he  hath  given  caution,  not  to  lett  any  body  know 
where  he  is,  or  what  may  become  of  him.  I  wish 
with  all  my  heart  he  might  live  and  get  over  this 
trouble ;  for  he  has  done  me  a  great  deal  of  ser- 
vice ;  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  never  meet  with  a 
better  searcher,  especially  for  mosses.  When  we 
travelled  together  in  Wales,  in  all  the  badeness 
and  violency  of  weather  and  rain,  he  would  stop 
and  pick  up  mosses. 

Mr.  Brown,  a  young  ingenious  clergymann, 
found  last  year  the  MuscusAbsinthii  folio y^  in  flower, 
about  Bishop*s  Castle.  It  flowers  in  April,  hath  a 
pretty  thick  and  long  stalk,  almost  like  Lichenas- 
trum.  III.  p.  110;^  divides  in  four  at  the  top,  and  is  a 
true  Lichenastrum.  The  stalk  comes  out  from  a  hairy 
tube  or  vagina,  somewhat  longer  than  others  have. 

*  Jungermannia  tomentella, 
2  Jungermannia  epiphyUa. 
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He  also  found  in  head  the  Bryum  roseum^  which 
ought  to  be  removed  to  the  Capitulis  pendulis ; 
another  new  l&ryxaay  foliis  Juniperi;^  some  crust- 
mosses,  and  a  new  Willow,  foliis  Persic^y  subtils 
incanis.^  The  mischief  is,  he  gathereth  so  very 
few  specimens,  and  hath  displeased  Mr.  Brewer 
by  not  sending  him  a  few  specimens  of  his  finding, 
when  he  was  so  kind  as  to  leave  plants  for  him  at 
Bangor.  Dr.  Sherard  desires  me  to  give  his  service 
to  you,  and  thanks  for  the  pot  of  fowls.  He  will 
write  himself,  as  soon  as  he  hath  any  thing  to 
communicate  to  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

J.  J.  DILLENIUS. 


LETTER  ex. 


Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Edm.  Hall,  Oxford,  May  15th,  1728. 

Honoured  Sir, 

After  waiting  a  great  while,  I  am 
glad  at  last  to  have  an  opportunity  of  returning 
the  manuscript  roll,  and  the  folio  manuscript  of 
letters,  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me.  I  repeat 
my  humble  thanks  for  the  loan  of  both.  I  transcrib'd 

^  Bryum  rosettm.     Fl.  Brit. 
■*  Probably  Tortula  rigida.  See  Dill.  Hist.  Muse.  p.  388.  Smith. 
^  Salix  mollissima,  Fl.  Brit,  answers  to  this  description.    Smith 

V2 
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some  few  things  from  the  book  of  letters ;  which  I 
hope  may  be  most  carefully  preserv'd,  as  it  de- 
serves ;  especially  upon  account  of  its  having  the 
hand-writing  of  so  many  illustrious  persons  in  it. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  return  my  humble  service 
and  thanks  to  the  worthy  owner.  Thomas  Elmham 
being  finished,  (your  copy  of  which  was  delivered 
to  Mr.  Yarburgh  on  the  20th  of  February  last,  when 
he  paid  me  for  it,)  we  are  now  very  busy  about  the 
Black  Book  of  the  Exchequer;  a  thing  of  great  note 
and  curiosity,  and  the  most  authentick  record  of  its 
kind  that  we  have  for  our  old  families,  next  to 
Doomesday-Book. 

I  hope  this  parcel  (which  I  have  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  your  hopefuU  son  for  the  carrier) 
will  come  safe  to  you ;  and  I  am, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  CXI. 

Dr.  Dillenius  to  Dr.  Ricliardson. 

London,  August  13th,  1728. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  favour  of  your's  by  hands  of 
Mr.  Foxley,  to  whom  I  will  deliver  what  comes  to 
my  hands  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Brewer,  as  soon  as  I 
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receive  it,  according  to  your  desire  and  his  orders ; 
but  have  heard  nothing  yet  of  any  money  stirring. 
I  wish  it  might  come  soon  enough ;  for  I  shall  be 
most  time  in  the  country  the  remainder  of  this 
summer,  which  will  hinder  me  of  taking  care  of 
Mr.  Brewer's  letters  and  affairs.  When  the  Consul 
lay  at  Eltham,  I  was  obliged  to  be  often  there,  of 
which  I  acquainted  Mr.  Brewer ;  but,  since  he  came 
to  town,  I  stay'd  with  him,  and  attended  him  con- 
tinually to  the  last  moment  he  dyed,  which  happened 
last  Saturday,  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning, 
of  a  marasmus.  He  is  to  be  buried  next  Monday,  at 
Eltham,  from  his  house  here.  He  has  settled  all  his 
affairs,  and  left  his  collection  to  the  University  of 
Oxford,  if  they  please  to  find  a  sum  for  the  garden 
in  six  months'  time:  if  not,  the  executors,  Mr.  James 
Sherard  and  Sir  Richard  Hopkins,  are  to  take  care 
and  find  a  place  for  it.  He  hath  been  so  kind  to 
me  as  to  nominate  me  his  first  Professor  for  life- 
time, and  to  enjoy  the  yearly  revenue  from  now, 
in  order  to  take  care  of  the  collection  and  to  carry 
on  and  finish  his  Pinax. 

I  have  laid  by  a  matter  of  one  hundred 
English  plants  for  Mr.  Brewer  and  some  others, 
and  can  furnish  him  with  some  more,  if  they  be 
any  service  to  him. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

J.  J.  DILLENIUS: 

du 
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LETTER  CXII. 
Mr,  Brewer  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Honoured  Sir,  August  20th.  1728. 

If  the  money  was  not  paid  last  week 
to  Dr.  Dillenius,  it  will  be  paid  according  to  my 
last  orders  directly  to  Mr.  Foxley,  who,  I  hope, 
will  give  you  notice  of  it  as  soon  as  he  has  received 
it ;  or  else  I  may  not  know  any  thing  about  it  a 
good  while  after  'tis  paid. — I  am  very  uneasy  at 
Mr.  Sherard's  answer  about  my  son :  I  desired  him 
to  let  me  know  how  his  affairs  stood,  and  what  he 
thought  could  be  procured  for  him.  To  tell  me  he 
has  done  all  he  can  is  telling  me  nothing,  unles  he 
had  said  what  he  had  done.  He  knows  very  well 
that  there  is  an  estate  sold,  and  will  be  paid  for,  as 
soon  as  I  can  get  to  London  to  make  the  titles ;  so 
that  'tis  strange  that  he  should  say  'tis  to  no  pur- 
pose to  send  him  abroad,  unles  I  could  do  something 
for  him. — I  solicited  for  his  first,  and  this  intended 
voyage,  but  to  satisfy  him  and  not  my  selfe ;  for  I 
had  much  rather  he  had  stayed  at  home,  kept  his 
estate,  and  taken  business  in  the  Government, 
which  I  could  procure  much  easier  than  this. 
I  cannot  think  what  Mr.  Sherard  would  have  me 
do  for  him,  unles  I  sent  my  daughters  a  begging : 
he  had  of  theirs  and  other  friends,  first  and  last, 
no  less  than  £500.  Tho'  Mr.  Sherard  was  and  still 
is  acquainted  with  several  of  the  Directors,  yet  he 
never  cared  to  act  without  letters  that  I  procured 
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to  them  from  other  hands  of  my  own  acquaintance, 
from  corporations  that  some  stood  Members  of  Par- 
liament for ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  was  at 
tenpence  expence  by  all  the  correspondence  that 
ever  I  had  with  him. — If  I  had  been  so  expensive 
and  troublesome  to  him  as  I  have  so  unwillingly 
been  to  you,  I  should  not  have  wondered  at  so 
reserved   to  answer;    but    friends   and    fortune 
goeth  together.    'Tis  a  sad  thing  to  hear  nothing 
but   of  disappointments,  and   to  be  so  far  from 
friends,  and  that   the   little   that  I  have  to  live 
upon,  must  pass  through  so  many  hands  before 
I   have  it;    and  so   far  also   from   Mrs.  Brewer 
that  shee   cannot    tell   when   paid   or  not  paid, 
without  sending  a  long  way  on  purpose,  or  wri- 
ting two  or  three  wayes  by  the  post ;  and  always 
in  fear  she  should  send  to  no  purpose,  thinking 
it  may  be   paid,   and   she    know  nothing   of  it. 
And  melancholy  it  is   to  be  here   whole   weeks 
together  without  seeing  or  conversing  with  any 
one,  which  causeth  many  anxious  and  unsettled 
thoughts  about  what  to  determine  upon;  and  worse 
it  will  be  when  the  evenings  grow  longer;   and 
where  to  be  better  I  cannot  tell.   But  I've  said  too 
much  on  this  subject. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  this  scribble ;  and  am, 
with  hearty  service  to  you  and  your  ladies. 

Honoured  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  serv^ 

S.  BREWER. 
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LETTER  CXIII. 
Dr.  James  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

August  20th,  1728. 

Sir, 

I  presume  the  publick  papers  may  have 
given  you  an  account  of  my  poor  brother's  death. 
— ^We  buryed  him  last  Monday  at  Eltham ;  he  de- 
siring to  ly  where  I  thought  to  be  buryed  myself. 
There  is  a  ring  at  Mrs.  Allison's,  which  she  will 
deliver  to  any  one  that  you  shall  order  to  call  for 
it,  which  I  beg  youl  please  to  accept  of  for  his 
sake.    He  has  left  his  books  and  plants,  &c.  and 
three  thousand  pounds  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  Botany-Professor  in  Oxford ; 
upon  condition  that  the  University  shall,  within 
six  months  after  his  decease,  settle  a  sufficient  and 
perpetual  fund   for  ever  for  the  fitting-up   and 
maintaining  the  garden  at  Oxon.,  to  the  satisfaction 
and  good  liking  of  his  executors ;  but,  in  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  of  such  settlements,  he  has  left 
power  in  his  executors,  to  fix  the  said  library,  &c. 
and  the  said  Professorship,  in  some  other  place,  as 
they,  his  executors,  shall  think  more  fit  and  proper. 
— He  has  nominated  Dr.  Dillenius  to  be  the  first 
Professor  for  life ;  but  the  choice  of  all  succeeding 
Professors,  and  the  whole  direction  and  establish- 
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ment  of  the  said  garden^  whether  at  Oxford  or 
elsewhere,  he  has  left  entirely  to  his  executors, 
viz.  my  nephew,  Sir  Richard  Hopkins,  and  myself. 
This  will  give  us  a  terrible  deal  of  trouble,  and  at 
last  perhaps  do  nothing  with  the  University;  for  it 
was  the  opinion  of  my  brother,  and  of  most  people 
that  know  the  University,  that  they  will  refuse  to 
make  such  settlements  as  are  proper  and  necessary 
for  maintainfing  and  keeping  up  the  garden  in  a 
reputable  state  and  condition. — ^And,  if  so,  we  have 
positive  orders  to  fix  upon  some  other  place. — My 
brother  grew  uneasy  with  the  University,  and  re- 
pented himself  of  what  he  had  done ;   but  there 
had  been  so  much  said  about  it  that  he  was  willing 
to  give  them  the  preference  and  refusal  of  it.  — 
Dr.  Delaun,^  President  of  St.  John's  CoUedge,  his 
last  and  only  old  acquaintance  left  at  Oxford,  when 
my  brother  was  last  there,  wheedled  him  out  of  a 
hundred  pounds,  which  he  borrowed  of  my  brother, 
to  be  paid  in  a  little  time. — ^The  Doctor  is  since 
dead,  and  all  his  effects  seized  upon  by  a  judg- 
ment,  which  he  had  given  to  some  friend ;  so  my 
brother's  money  is  all  lost.  This  vexed  him  heartily, 

^  This  Dr.  W.  Delaun  was  also  Margaret  Professor  of  Diyinity 
at  Oxford,  and  published  a  collection  of  twelve  Sermons.  The  inti- 
macy between  him  and  Sherard  is  not  extraordinary ;  as  they  were  of 
the  same  college,  and  Sherard  was  a  Fellow,  at  the  same  time  -that 
Delaun  was  President.  Their  names  are  found  in  conjunction  among 
the  Harleian  Manuscripts,  subjoined  with  several  others  to  a  paper,  in 
which  the  well-known  Humphrey  Wanley  suggested  an  extensive  plan 
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and  gave  him  a  taste  of  what  usage  he  was  to  ex- 
pect, if  he  left  any  thing  in  the  ahsolute  power  of 
the  University.  I  have  now,  I  fear,  tired  you  with 
so  long  a  story,  that  I  have  no  room  to  say  any 
thing  relating  to  the  garden,  which  I  must  defer  to 
another  opportunity. — Only  give  me  leave  to  hint 
one  word  in  respect  to  Mr.  Brewer,  who,  I  fear,  is 
as  troublesome  to  you,  as  he  is  tiresome  to  his 
friends  here. — ^Dr.  Dillenius  had  two  letters  last 
week  from  him,  which  came  enclosed  to  his  Grace, 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  One  of  his  chaplains 
enclosed  them  to  Dr.  Dillenius,  and  sent  them  ac- 
cording to  the  directions,  and  let  the  Doctor  know 
that  his  Grace  cou*d  not  imagine  how  the  mistake 
had  happened. — Mr.  Brewer  writes  he  designs  for 
the  future  to  send  all  his  letters  that  way,  in  order 
to  save  the  postage ;  but  I  hope  he  will  be  better 
advised ;  for  there  may  be  danger  in  such  proceed- 
ings.— ^Please  to  give  my  service  to  him,  and  tell 
him  I  have  done  all  I  can  for  his  son ;  but,  in  case 
he  can  do  nothing  for  him  himself,  it  will  be  to  no 

for  the  eDoouragement  of  learning.  He  is  the  same  man  whom  Thomas 
Wagstaffe,  (see  NichoU  Literary  Anecdotes^  i.  p.  36,)  lampooned  in 
one  of  his  imaginary  epitaphs,  ending : — 

'*  Fait  anis  multi  sed  non  sa!  prodigns : 
'*  Hie  dam  aliqaa  ipei  redit&s  affulserit 

"  Tui,  Jtcobe,  totuB  ent  tuus : 
'*  Qttem,  te  repulao»  pingae  sacerdotiuni 

*'  Ad  Oeorgii  castn  feliciora  traostulit. 
"  Bed  Ttle,  leWs  umbn,  nam  me  Tetaat 
"  Mufl»  te  pluribus  efferre  Uudibus, 
"  Omnes  quem  lolitc  fkttidire  rirgines.** 
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purpose  to  send  him  abroad  again. — ^Why  does  not 
he  send  his  letters  enclosed  to  his  brother,  Mr. 
Monk,  in  London  ?  Dr.  Dillenius  is  uneasy  at  the 
trouble  and  charge.  Excuse  this  trouble  and  free- 
dome  that  I  use,  and  beUeve  me, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  serv*, 

JAMES  SHERARD. 


LETTER  CXIV. 

Mr,  Drake '  to  Dr,  Richardson, 

YoEK,  Augost  22nd,  1729. 

Sir, 

I  some  time  since  wrote  to  Dr.  Stanhope 
about  the  loan  of  some  books ;  or,  if  he  had  them 
not,  to  desire  you  wo'd  be  so  good  as  to  spare 
them  me.     He  sent  me  word  that  you  was  out  of 

'  Mr.  Francis  Drake,  f.e.  and  a.  8.,  the  worthy  and  intelligent  His- 
torian of  York,  was  a  Surgeon  in  that  city,  and  an  eminent  Antiquary, 
in  which  capacity  he  was  much  esteemed  by  Dr.  Mead,  Mr.  Foulkes, 
the  two  Mr.  Gales,  and  many  of  the  principal  Members  of  the  Royal 
and  Antiquarian  Societies.  Hb  History  of  York,  under  the  title  of 
JEboracumf  or  the  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  City  of  Yorktfrom 
its  Original  to  the  Present  Time;  together  with  the  History  of  the 
Cathedral  Church,  and  the  Lives  of  the  Archbishops  of  that  See,  f^e, 
illustrated  with  One  Hundred  and  Sixteen  Capper^Plates,  Drawn 
and  Engraved  by  the  best  Masters,  was  published  in  1736. — The 
Richardson  Correspondence  contains  five  letters  firom  him. 
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the  country^  and  that  he  had  not  those  books  in 
possession. 

The  books  I  want  are  Leland's  Itinerary;  and, 
seeing  your  name  as  subscriber  to  Mr.  Heame 
for  his  Collectanea,  I  imagined  you  wo'd  not  miss 
the  first. 

I  am  about  a  design  to  publish  the  antiquitys 

of  this  city;  being  incited  thereto  by  a  very  valuable 

manuscript  I  have  in  my  possession,  wrote  by  Sir 

Thomas  Widdrington,  some  time  Recorder  of  this 

place.    I  know  there  are  several  collections  in  the 

books  I  mention,  which  wo'd  help  my  undertaking ; 

and,  as  you  have  been  always  an  encourager  of 

works  of  this  nature,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  lend 

me  them,  or  any  els  you  think  may  advantage  me. 

They  shall  be  carefully  looked  to,  and  as  faithfully 

returned  by, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

FR.  DRAKE. 


LETTER  CXV. 

Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Edm.  Hall,  Oxfokd,  August  26th,  1729. 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  you 
by  my  friend,  your  son,  of  Brazen-Nose.  Richard 
the  Second's  Life  being  finished,  we  are  now  busy 
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about  the  History  of  Edward  the  Second^  from  three 
manuscripts  never  before  printed.  Trokelowe  is 
often  cited  by  Stow  and  others ;  but  more  by  the^ 
name  of  Tricklow  than  Trokelowe.  I  know  not 
whether  you  can  tell  any  thing  about  either  him  or 
Blaneford :  otherwise,  I  should  request  a  word  or 
two  from  you  on  that  head;  but,  since  Edward 
the  Second  was  much  in  the  north,  when  he  en- 
deavoured, as  much  as  he  could,  to  protect  his 
favourite,  Garveston,  from  his  invidious  enemies, 
'tis  probable  you  may  have  met  with  some  par- 
ticulars on  that  point,  that  are  curious  and  not 
hitherto  taken  notice  of  by  our  common  writers. 
If  any  thing  of  that  kind  come  to  hand,  it  will  be 

very  acceptable  to. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  CXVI. 
Mr.  KnowUan  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

LoNDBBBUEOHT,  October  29th,  1729. 

Worthy  Sir, 

After  my  long  silence,  this  wait  on 
you  with  my  most  harty  humble  sarvice,  for  the 

'  **  Thomas  Rnowlton  was,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  gardener 
to  Consul  Sherard  ;  but  I  find  him  in  that  station  at  Londsbrough,  in 
Yorkshire,  in  the  service  of  the  Eari  of  Burlington,  in  1728,  in  which 
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favour  of  yours  which  was  received  soon  after  the 
date;  and  most  humbly  beg  pardon  for  not  an- 
swering it  sooner.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  of  your  wellfair,  both  by  Mr.  Brewer  and 
Sir  Walter  Hawksworth,  whom  I  have  got  to  be- 
come a  subscriber  to  Mr.  Catesby's  History  of 
Carolina,  which  I  presume  both  you  and  the  good 
Dr.  Stanope  are  incoragers  of. — My  self  have 
become  one  some  time  since;  and  Ukewise  have 
got  him  three  more  from  his  lordship,  who  was 
very  willing,  from  my  recommendation  of  the  per- 
son and  performances. — I  likewise  shall  procure 
him  some  more,  when  I  wait  upon  Esquire  Willeby, 

place  I  believe  he  spent  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
reminder  of  his  hfe.  His  zeal  for  English  Botany  was  uncommonly 
great,  and  recommended  him  successfully  to  the  learned  Botanists  of 
the  countiy.  From  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  he  received  eminent  civilities. 
He  merits  notice  in  these  Memoirs,  were  it  only  to  record  his  disooveiy 
of  that  singular  production,  the  Globe^  Conferva  or  Moar^BalU 
(  Conferva  <Bgagropila.  L,)  which  he  first  found  in  Wallingfen-Mere. 
I  have  read  a  letter  from  him  to  a  correspondent,  written  in  the  year 
1728  ;  and  another  in  1729  ;  in  one  of  which,  he  relates  his  having 
waded  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  into  the  lake  to  collect  them  ;  whidi 
is  not  done  without  some  difficulty,  as  they  lie  at  the  depth  of  from 
two  to  three  feet.  He  was  a  man  of  great  curiosity  and  observation ; 
and,  amongst  other  matters,  not  inattentive  to  the  pursuits  of  the 
Antiquaiy.  Two  of  his  papers  are  published  in  the  PhiiasqpMcai 
Transactiona :  one, '  Concerning  the  situation  of  the  ancient  Town  . 
DelgoviciOf  and  of  two  Men  of  an  extraordinary  bulk  and  weight :' 
the  other,  'An  account  of  two  extraordinary  DeerVHonis,  found 
under  ground,  in  different  parts  of  Yorkshire.'  He  died  in  the  year 
1782,  at  the  advanced  age  of  rmHy'^-PuUene^s  Sketches,  ii.  p.  2d9. 
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who,  I  am  sure,  will  be  one,  which  will  not  be  long. 
He  has  sent  for  me  this  ten  days ;  but,  our  grate 
and  good  lord  with  his  lady  being  here,  could  not 
as  yett.  I  likewise  the  other  day  had  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Chambers,  who's  very  well. — I  long  likewise  to 
see  you  and  your  deare  garden ;  but  having  a  call 
to  London  this  winter,  besides  a  grate  deal  of  bu- 
siness of  his  lordship's,  and  with  other  gentlemen 
in  this  narborhood,  takes  up  the  time,  so  fear  shall 
not  till  spring ;  but,  however,  have  the  satisfaction 
to  tell  you,  I  have  built  a  small  stove,  that  will,  in 
my  imagination,  do  any  thing  in  relation  to  the 
most  tender  sorts ;  so  shall,  when  I  go  to  London, 
procure  a  cargo,  as  cofe,  pineaples,  quagas,  pupas, 
plantans,  which  I  am  resolv'd  to  use  my  utmost 
skill  in.  I  remember  you  was  so  good  to  tell 
me,  if  any  thing  new  offer'd,  or  uncommon,  you 
would  transmit  it  to  me.  Indeed,  things  of  that 
kind  are  allways  shure  to  find  the  most  harty 
reception ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  am,  with  humble 
sarvice  to  your  good  lady  and  self. 

Your  most  obedant  humble  sarv*, 

THO.  KNOWLTON. 
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LETTER  CXVII. 

Mr.  Drake  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

YoEK,  November  18th,  1729. 

Sir, 

I  am  sofry  that  neither  the  cause  of 

Antiquity,  my  own  acquaintance  with  you,  nor  Sir 

John  Kaye's  mediation  in  this  affair,  can  gain  the 

favour  of  the  perusal  of  Leland  for  a  fortnight  only : 

in  which  time  I  wo'd  certainly  return  it.    But,  to 

stimulate  more,  I  have  here  enclosed  you  a  scheme 

of  my  whole  design,  and  doe  assure  you  that  I  am 

.thoroughly  bent  CGratid  DeiJ  to  pursue  it.    As  I 

am  informed,  there  is  not  much  to  my  purpose  to 

be  met  with  in  the  Itinerary^  and  I  can  goe  on 

without  it ;  but  it  wo'd  be  ill  judg'd  in  a  General 

to  leave  the  smallest  fortress  unsubdued  in  the 

course  of  his  conquests,  when  it  may  prove  a  thorn 

in  the  end.  I  know  the  value  of  the  books,  and  that, 

if  lost,  they  are  irretrievable ;   but,  if  you  please, 

I  will  send  a  servant  over  on  purpose,  and  give  you 

any  security  for  their  safe  return.    Mr.  Heame  of 

Oxford  has  been  mov*d  in  this  behalf ;  and  a  letter 

from  you  wo'd  certainly  make  him  warm  in  it. — If 

you  wo'd  further  obUge  me  in  this,  I  shall  ever  own 

myself. 

Sir, 

Your  most  devoted  humble  serv^ 

F,  DRAKE. 
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LETTER  CXVIII. 
Dr,  James  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Eltham,  May  14th,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  ought  to  have  answered  your  most 
obliging  letter  of  10th  of  April  sooner ;  but,  as  our 
case  with  the  University  of  Oxford  was  to  be  heard 
before  the  LordChancellour  some  time  this  last  term, 
I  was  willing  to  wait  till  *twas  over,  that  I  might 
give  you  some  account  how  matters  are  like  to  go* 
— ^It  came  on  before  the  Chancellour  last  Saturday : 
we  had  no  notice  of  it  till  Fryday  night,  about 
seven  of  the  clock,  when  a  messenger  was  sent  to 
Sir  R.  Hopkins,  (who  was  out  of  town,  at  Wan- 
stead,)  who  wanted  the  probate  of  my  brother*s 
will,  and  told  Sir  Richard  the  hearing  came  on  the 
next  morning  at  eight  of  the  clock:  so  he  was 
forced  to  come  to  town  on  purpose  the  next  morn- 
ing, to  send  the  probate,  which  was  at  his  house 
in  London;  which  he  did,  but  had  not  time  to 
speak  with  such  as  we  had  desired  to  be  our 
counsel. — So  the  case  was  heard  without  any  op- 
position; and  it  is  determined  that  the  University 
shall  give  their  bond  to  the  executors,  that  they 
will  annually  raise  and  pay  out  of  the  profits  of  the 
University  the  sum  of  £150,  to  be  employed  in 
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the  annual  maintenance  of  the  garden  and  library, 
and  lay  out  presently  £200  to  fit  up  the  garden 
and  library;  and  all  other  matters  relating  to  the 
choice  of  Professors,  statutes,  and  regulations  of 
the  Professorship  and  garden,  are  referred  to  a 
master  in  Chancery,  to  hear  both  parties  and  make 
report  to  the  Lord  Chancellour,  who  will  give  further 
directions  therein.  But  what  will  £200  do  toward 
fitting  the  garden  and  library,  where  every  thing 
is  wanting,  and  in  a  ruinous  condition  ?  No  stoves 
nor  greenhouse  fit  for  use ;  and,  I  have  been  told, 
it  will  not  cost  less  than  £300  to  clear  the  garden, 
and  make  the  ground  fit  for  service. — ^I  am  sorry 
your  garden  has  suffered  last  winter,  and  more  for 
your  illness,  which  was  the  cause  of  it. — I  thank 
you  for  your  kind  offer  of  supplying  me  with  your 
northern  and  Welch  plants. — ^I  had  determined  to 
give  my  garden  to  Oxford,  in  case  the  University 
wou'd  build  proper  conveniencys  to  keep  and  pre- 
serve them ;  but,  if  we  find  that  their  design  is  to 
get  the  Professorship  and  neglect  the  garden,  they 
shan't  have  one  plant,  nor  the  value  of  one  half- 
penny from  me. — ^I  know  how  far  I  am  capable  of 
serving  them,  which  now  entirely  depends  upon 
their  behaviour  and  treatment  with  us ;  for,  though 
they  have  got  part  of  my  brother's  estate,  they 
can't  command  mine  without  my  consent.  These 
thoughts  make  me  not  so  very  carefuU  of  my 
garden  as  otherwise  I  might  have  been :  however. 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  307 

I  can*t  say  but  that  it  is  in  a  thriving  condition, 
and  in  general,  I  think,  without  vanity,  the  best  that 
I  know ;  for  Leyden  is  very  much  fallen  off,  tho* 
I  have  sent  them  this  year  above  two  hundred 
plants  that  they  wanted. — If  I  have  any  thing  you 
desire,  'tis  at  your  service:  at  the  bottom  I  set 
down  a  few  plants  you  have  formerly  supply'd  me 
with  and  I  have  lost. — ^At  your  conveniency  I  shou'd 
be  glad  of  a  recruit. — ^Please  to  excuse  my  tedious 
way  of  writing. — With  mine  and  spouse's  best 
service  to  your  lady  and  family, 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  much  obliged  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  SHERARD. 


LETTER  CXIX. 
Dr.  Dillenius  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

LoKDON,  July  21  St,  1730. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  much  in  the  country,  else 
I  should  have  returned  a  more  speedy  answer.  The 
parcel  and  the  money  in  it  came  safe  to  hand ;  and 
I  have  given  directions  that  The  Present  State  of 
GoodHope^  may  be  sent  for  you  to  Mr.  Bartlett,  at 

*  It  appears  that,  in  a  fonner  letter,  Dillenius  had  sent  Dr. 
Richardson  proposals  for  printing  by  subscription  an  English  Trans- 
lation of  Kolben*s  Ckiput  Bonm  Spei  Hodiemum,  which  proposals 

are  preserved  in  his  Correspondence. 

2x 
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Bradford,  as  soon  as  it  comes  out.  There  is  ready 
twelve  sheets  of  it  printed  off. 

When  I  was  in  Wales,  I  made  particular  ob- 
servations of  the  Subularite,  and  am  pretty  well 
assured,  that  repens,  folio  minus  rigidOy  is  of  a 
quite  different  genus  from  a  Plantain.^  What  I 
observed  was  a  single  naked  seed  (tho*  inclosed  in 
a  calyx)  upon  a  single  footstalk,  of  which  I  have 
still  specimens  by  me. 

The  Vicia  you  raised,  proofed  the  same  at 
Eltham,  two  years  ago.  When  I  saw  it,  it  grew 
upright  amongst  Filix  ftemina ;  but  now  it  all  lyes 
flat  on  the  ground,  and  is  the  Orohus  you  mention. 

At  your  leisure  I  hope  you  will  collect  your 
obser\'ation8,  which  will  further  oblige. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

J.  J.  DILLENIUS. 


Sir, 


LETTER  CXX. 
Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  SichanUon. 

EoM.  Hall,  Oxford,  September  ]5th»  1790. 


Mr.  Abraham  Woodhead,  formerly  Fellow 
of  University  College,  was  bom  at  Maltham,  in  the 
parish  of  Albonsbury,  alias  Ambury,  in  Yorkshire ; 

2  lliis  IS  correct :  see  Note,  p.  257. 
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being  the  son  of  John  Woodhead,  of  Thornhill,  in 
the  same  county.  He  was  a  man  of  that  extraor- 
dinary worth,  for  piety,  sanctity  of  life,  modesty, 
humility,  and  all  kind  of  virtue,  as  well  as  for 
extensive  learning,  that  I  have  always  thought 
that  he  ought  to  be  reckoned  as  one  of  the  greatest 
men  that  were  ever  bred  in  England ;  for  which 
reason,  I  am  desirous  to  know  something  more  of 
of  him  than  hath  been  given  us  by  Mr.  Wood, 
who,  however,  hath  given  us  a  good  account.^  As 
you  were  formerly  of  University  College,  and  are  a 
Yorkshire  man,  *tis  probable  you  can  inform  me  in 
some  particulars  of  special  remark  about  this  good 
man ;  and  for  that  reason  I  apply  myself  to  you ; 

'  The  praise  of  Woodhead  in  tliis  letter,  and  the  great  desire 
evinced  to  do  honour  to  his  memoiy,  are  veiy  interesting,  as  tending  to 
shew  how  far  Heame's  sentiments  really  went  in  matters  of  religion. 
Woodhead*  according  to  Iiis  Life^  by  Wood,  which  is  all  I  know  of  him, 
not  only  abjured  the  Protestant  fiiith,  in  which  he  had  entered  into 
Holy  Orders,  for  that  of  the  Roman  Church,  but,  settling  himself 
at  Hoxton,  while  he  gave  it  out  that  he  was  beyond  the  sea  and 
actually  received  a  stipend  from  his  College  for  travelling,  he  **  caused 
young  men  to  be  trained  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  and  wrote 
and  publbh^  divers  books  in  vindication  of  it ;  so  gaining  tlie 
character  by  men  of  that  party  of  the  prime  cliampion  in  England  to 
stand  up  for  their  cause;"  Wood,  who  is  long  in  his  account  of  his 
works,  goes  on  to  say,  "  that,  had  King  James  remained  two  years 
longer  on  his  Throne,  the  body  of  Woodhead  would  have  been  re- 
moved from  its  obscure  tomb  in  the  Church-yard  of  St.  Pancras,  and 
would  liave  been  placed  in  the  Chapel  of  University  College,  Oxford, 
where  a  monument  would  have  been  erected  over  him  equal  to  his 
great  merits  and  worth." 
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and  the  rather  so,  because  I  well  know  your  can- 
dour and  readyness.  Among  other  things,  I  should 
be  willing  to  know,  whether  there  be  any  of  the 
famUy  now  remaining?  But,  as  you  have  got 
Wood's  Athena  by  you,  you  will  thereby  pretty- 
well  see  what  *tis  that  I  want;  since,  indeed,  I 
know  but  little  more  about  him,  than  what  Mr. 
Wood  hath  published. 

The  second  volume  of  Thomas  Key's  Vindici<e 
Antiquitatis  AcademuB  Oxon.j  8;c.,  is  in  great  for- 
wardness.   You  will  excuse  the   trouble  that  is 

given  you  by, 

Honor'd  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  CXXI. 

Mr,  Blackhume^  to  Richard  Richardson^  Esq. 

Omrou),  near  Warumoton,  May  20th,  1731. 

Sir, 

The  favours  which  I  received  at  North 
Bierley,  encourage  me   to   give  you  this  trouble, 

'  Respecting  Mr.  Blackburne^see  the  Memoir  of  the  Richardson 
Family  prefixed  to  this  Tolume.  There  are  in  this  correspondence 
many  letters  from  him  ;  but  not  of  importance.  Most  of  them  are 
written  to  the  son  and  successor  of  Dr.  Richardson,  to  whom,  from  the 
superscription,  it  might  be  supposed  that  this  also  was  addressed; 
but  such  could  not  be  the  case ;  for,  in  1761,  Mr.  Richardson  was  a  lad 
at  Lcyden.     It  was  therefore  clearly  designed  for  tlie  Doctor. 
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to  beg  your  advice  in  a  matter,  which,  I  believe, 
no  body  is  better  acquainted  with  than  yourself. 
I  have  of  late  built  some  conveniences  for  keeping 
of  green-house  and  stove  plants,  which  have  in 
some  measure  answered  my  expectation;  and  I  have 
apply'd  to  some  of  the  Gardeners  about  London 
for  plants  of  several  kinds ;  for  which  they  are  so 
extravagant  in  their  demands,  that  I  find  I  can't  fill 
my  stoves  and  green-houses,  without  being  at  great 
expense ;  and  I  take  the  ireedome  to  write  to  you, 
to  desire  you  will  direct  me  which  way  to  apply 
myself,  and  from  whom  I  may  be  supply'd  on  the 
most  reasonable  terms.  I  should  be  extremely  glad 
to  see  you  at  Orford,  that  I  might  the  better  make 
my  acknowledgments  for  your  favours  to  me  the 
last  summer,  when  you  was  so  kind  as  to  give  me 
some  of  your  raretys,  most  of  which  are  aUve ;  but 
I  can't  propose  to  shew  you  any  thing  that  will  be 
so  entertaining  to  you,  as  the  sight  of  your  Exoticks 
was  to  me.  I  suppose  you  have  often  seen  Pine- 
Apples  with  fruit  on  them.^  I  have  of  late  attempted 
to  bring  some  of  that  sort  of  fruit  to  perfection, 
and  have  at  this  time  a  good  prospect  of  success ; 
several  of  my  plants  having  now  young  fruit  upon 
them.    Your  answer  will  be  very  obliging  to. 

Sir, 
Your  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BLACKBURNE. 

^  See  Aote  to  the  Memoir  of  the  Richardson  Family, 
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LETTER  CXXII. 

Dr.  James  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richard$on. 

Eltham,  September  18ih»  1731. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  sent  you  word  I  expected  Micheli's 
new  work,  which  did  not  arrive  till  lately,  and  has 
been  since  stopped  at  the  Custome-House,  to  have 
the  books  examined ;  so  that  I  did  not  get  them 
clear  till  about  a  fortnight  since,  when  I  was 
obliged  to  meet  the  Tuscan  Envoy,  to  whom 
Micheli  has  recommended  the  care  of  this  aflfair. 
As  there  has  been  charges  attending  them,  he  de- 
sires they  may  be  sent  to  a  bookseller,  and  publick 
notice  given  that  the  subscribers  may  have  copys 
delivered,  paying  their  proportion  of  the  charges 
which  attended  bringing  them  into  England.  Micheli 
has  sent  a  list  of  only  seventeen  subscribers,  to 
whom  he  desires  copys  may  be  deliver' d,  amongst 
whom  my  brother  is  not  so  much  as  mentioned ; 
and  he  desires  that  the  rest  of  the  copys  may  be 
sold,  and  the  money  returned  to  him  in  such  books 
as  he  has  sent  a  Catalogue  of.  Now,  I  find  the 
names  of  twenty-eight  subscribers  in  my  brother's 
book  of  memorandums,  and  that  he  sent  him  first 
£20,  and  afterwards  £20  more,  as  subscriptions, 
and  on  the  account  of  this  work.     My  brother 


J 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  313 

being  dead,  he  thinks  no  body  knows  how  matters 
stand  betwixt  them,  and  so  would  sink  all  the 
rest  of  the  money  he  sent  him.  This  gives  some 
delay  to  the  delivery  of  the  book  ;  for  I  am  loth  to 
break  bulk  till  matters  are  settled ;  but,  so  soon  as 
we  can  get  these  matters  arranged,  I  will  be  sure 
to  send  your  copy,  or  deliver  it  to  any  person  you 
shall  appoint. 

I  received  lately  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brewer, 
repeating  a  demand  from  me  of  some  plants  he  had 
formerly  made  me  a  present  of;  chiefly  about  the 
time  that  I  got  his  son  the  favour  of  going  Factor 
into  the  East  Indies.  But,  upon  his  quarrel  with 
Dr.  Dillenius,  he  demanded  them  again,  and  de- 
sired that  I  would  send  them  to  the  White  Horse, 
without  Temple  Gate;  but  still  said,  if  I  had  a 
liking  to  any  of  them,  I  was  free  to  keep  them ; 
and  accordingly  I  sent  my  coachman  to  London  on 
purpose  with  such  of  them  as  then  remained  alive, 
which  were  delivered  at  the  above-said  place,  of 
which  1  send  you  now  my  coachman's  certificate, 
who  called  at  the  same  place  about  nine  or  ten 
days  after, and  found  the  plants  still  remaining  there; 
and  they  may  be  there  still,  for  aught  I  know ;  for 
I  never  sent  since  to  enquire  after  them.  Some 
considerable  time  since,  he  sent  me  word  he  had 
not  received  the  plants,  and  desired  I  would  pay 
him  what  I  thought  they  were  worth.  I  sent  him 
an  account  where  they  were  left  by  his  order,  and 
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how  the  case  then  stood ;  but  now  lately  he  has 
wrote  me  two  other  letters,  on  the  same  subject, 
and  desires  me  again  to  pay  hun  for  them ;  but,  if 
he  sends  forty  letters  more,  I  will  return  them  all ; 
for  at  this  rate  there  will  be  no  end  of  quarrelling. 
I  have  done  already  too  much  for  the  family ;  and^ 
when  I  reflect  on  the  pains  and  charges  I  have  been 
at,  and  the  obligations  I  have  laid  myself  under  in 
order  to  serve  him,  and  how  unhandsomely  I  have 
been  since  treated,  I  can't  bear  it  without  some 
commotion.  *Tis  with  reluctancy  I  say  this.  Neither 
can  he  let  my  poor  brother  rest,  but  must  still  have 
a  fling  at  him.  Be  pleased  to  excuse  the  freedom 
I  use,  and  believe  me  at  all  times. 

Sir, 
Your's,  Lady's,  and  Family's, 
Most  obliged  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  SHERARD. 


LETTER  CXXIII. 

Mr,  Rauthmell^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Bbowsholms,  October  11th,  1731. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  noble  present  of  specimens  was 
very  acceptable  to  me,for  which  I  return  you  thanks. 
— I  am  very  well  pleased  to  find  several  of  'em  in 

'  There  are  in  the  Ricliardson  Correspondence  ten  letters  from 
Mr.  Rauthmell,  dated  between  the  years  1727  and  1737  ;  but  I  can  no 
where  find  information  concerning  the  writer  of  them,  nor  does  any 
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flower,  which  I  could  not  see  at  Bierley,  because 
too  early  when  I  was  there. 

About  six  weeks  ago,  young  Lord  Petre  came 
from  Scarborough  with  Mr.  Lister  into  this  country: 
he  ask'd  Mr.  Lister  if  he  knew  of  any  person  in  our 
country  that  was  a  lover  of  Natural  Philosophy; 
and,  I  being  mentioned.  Lord  Petre  immediately 
sent  for  me  to  his  house  at  Dunkenon,  about  seven 

of  them  contain  an  indorsement  on  the  subject,  as  happens  with  tliose 
of  almost  every  other  person  in  tliis  collection.     Browsholme  Hall, 
where  he  resided,  is  situated  in  the  West-Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  is  the 
seat  of  the  Parker  fiimily,  the  present  representative  of  which,  Thomas 
Lister  Parker,  Esq.,  has  very  nobly  illustrated  this  mansion  of  his 
ancestors  by  his  beautiful  volume  descriptive  of  it.    From  the  tone  and 
style  of  his  letters,  it  is  clear  tliat  Rauthmell  was  a  man  of  education 
and  a  gentleman  :  it  is  also  dear,  that  he  was  in  some  degree  a  depen- 
dent upon  the  Parker  family,  with  whom  he  lived ;  for  in  one  of  them 
be  says,  "  Mr.  Parker  desires  me  not  to  be  abroad  while  his  steward  is 
indisposed,  that  I  may  write  to  him  how  his  affiaxs  go  on  in  the  coun- 
try."   I  suspect  he  was  a  clergyman,  and  the  domestic  chaplain.     His 
fevourite  pursuit  was  evidently  the  study  of  fossils,  in  which  he  was  very 
ardent.  The  following  passage  I  extract  from  one  of  his  letters,  of 
December  ISth,  1731  :  it  may  show  my  ignorance :  it  will  certainly 
show  something  else  on  his  part. — "  As  I  was  looking  over  the  Map  of 
England,  to  find  out  the  several  places  mentioned  in  your  letter,  an 
observation  occurred  to  me,  which  I  never  heard  made  before :  namely, 
that  from  Pyrton  Passage  upon  Severn  in  the  West  of  England,  all 
along  through  Gloucestershire,  the  north  part  of  Wiltshire,  part  of  Ox- 
fordshire, with  the  adjoining  parts  of  Berkshire  and  Northamptonshire, 
and,  perhaps,  so  on  to  the  Eastern  Sea,  there  runs  a  tract  of  land  more 
productive  of  this  part  of  Natural  Philosophy  than  probably  all  the 
places  in  England  besides  ;  so  that,  if  a  man  was  to  set  out  from  Pyrton 
Passage,  and  proceed  on  the  same  compass  I  have  mentioned,  he  would 
always  tread  on  fossil-ground." 
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miles  from  Browsholme. — I  found  the  young  noble- 
man to  bid  fair  for  as  great  a  virtuoso  as  any  in 
England. — His  greatest  pleasure  at  present  is  in 
plants :  he  shewed  me  a  catalogue  of  his  Exoticks 
in  his  garden  at  Engerstone,^  in  Essex :  he  told  me 
he  had  heard  much  of  your  choice  collection  of 
plants :  he  ask*d  me  several  questions  about  them. 
— He  said  he  fully  designed  to  have  called  on  you 
in  his  journey  from  Scarborough  to  his  house  in 
this  country,  but  was  prevented  by  the  companj 
that  was  with  him. — I  believe  Mr.  Philip  Miller 
has  the  management  of  his  plants  at  Engerstone. 
— I  find  there  is  a  quarrel  betwixt  Miller  and  Dille- 
nius.'  Miller  had  brought  to  Dillenius  some  plants 
to  insert  into  his  General  History :  Dillenius  said 
they  were  such  as  he  had  described  already;  Miller 
asserted  the  contrary;  hence  arose  a  botanic  war. 
Young  Lord  Petre  is  a  great  admirer  of  Miller,  and 
will  not  allow  Dillenius  to  be  his  equal,  nor  nothing 
like  it,  but  calls  him  an  arrant  old  woman ;  and  all 
this,  I  suppose,  by  Miller^s  influence. 

I  gave  Lord  Petre  some  few  fossils :  he  very 
much  invited  me  to  his  house  at  Engerstone ;  and 
so  much  for  a  Brother  Virtuoso. 

I  am  glad  you  can  procure  Morton's  Natural 
History  of  Northamptonshire  for  me :  be  pleased  to 
get  it  as  cheap  as  you  can ;  and  I  will  order  Hodgson, 

^  Ingatestone,  still  the  seat  of  tlie  Petre  family. 
^  See  DiUeniua'  letter,  p.  287. 
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the  Jarsey  man,  to  call  for  it  and  pay  you. — I  can- 
not by  any  means,  nor  for  any  price,  get  Lloyd's 
Lith.  Britannicum.^  I  desired  Dr.  Massey  to  en- 
quire for  it  at  the  shops  in  London ;  but  he  told 
me  it  was  not  to  be  had.  I  beg  the  favour  of  you, 
when  you  are  at  leisure,  that  you  would  be  pleased 
to  write  me  down  all  the  places  in  England,  that 
you  have  observed  in  your  travels,  where  fossils  are 
to  be  found;  and  to  write  the  places  out  of  Lloyd's 
Lith.  Brit.  This  I  acknowledge  is  rude  to  give  you 
this  trouble ;  but  you  must  know  Mr.  Ed.  Rosthom 
and  I  are  making  up  a  Museum  of  Fossils,  and  we 
know  not  where  they  are  to  be  had ;  but,  when  we 
know  the  places,  we  shall  either  go  or  send ;  and 
what  I  procure  in  that  kind,  I  will  gratefully  send 
you  to  make  amends  for  this  saucy  petition  I  now 
make  you ;  and  for  your  former  favours. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  acknowledge  myself  your  obliged  humble  serv*, 

R,  RAUTHMELL. 


LETTER  CXXIV. 

Dr.  James  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Eltham,  February  24th,  1731-2. 

Sir, 

I  received  your's  of  29th  January,  for 

which  I  thank  you,  and  had  wrote  to  you  sooner, 

^  A  new  edition  of  this  work  was  published  by  Mr.  Huddesford  in  1760. 
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but  had  some  affairs  which  pretty  much  engaged 
my  thoughts.  The  Oxford  business  was  then  upon 
the  carpet:  we  have  had  several  meetings  about 
it  with  some  physitians  of  London.  We  have 
now  sent  the  University  our  final  determinations, 
to  which  we  think  they  can  no  ways  object,  but 
hope  in  a  little  time  to  lay  the  whole  before  the 
Lord  Chancellour,  in  order  to  have  the  sanction 
of  that  Court  in  form,  as  to  the  nomination  of 
all  future  Professors;  which  the  University  have 
so  strenuously  endeavoured  to  have  fixed  in  them- 
selves. We  have  concluded  all  future  nominations 
and  visitorial  power  shall  remain  in  the  Execu- 
tors, during  their  lives,  and  afterwards  in  the 
College  of  Physitians  of  London. — ^We  have  also 
appointed  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Yice- 
Chancellour,  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physick,  the 
two  Proctors  for  the  time  being,  with  the  six 
Seniors  resident  upon  the  Physick  line ;  who  are  to 
take  care  of  all  things  relating  to  the  Garden,  sub- 
ject nevertheless  to  an  inspection  of  the  visitors. 
We  have  excluded  the  parsons  from  holding  the 
Professorship.  These  are  the  chief  alterations :  all 
other  matters  were  pretty  near  concluded  on  before ; 
so  that  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  further  delays  about 
it. — I  am  sorry  you  have  had  so  much  trouble  with 
Mr.  Brewer:  you  have  been  very  kind;  and  I  think 
mjTself  very  much  obUged  to  you.  I  hope  I  shall 
hear  no  more  from  him. — ^You  are  allways  very 
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kind  and  ready  to  assist  your  friends. — I  have 
lost  some  of  my  northern  plants.  "When  I  come  to 
look  them  over,  I  will  take  the  freedome  of  letting 
you  know  how  my  stock  stands  :  in  the  mean  time, 
if  I  have  any  thing  that  will  be  acceptable,  please 
to  let  me  know ;  and  I  will  be  sure  to  send  it  by 
first  opportunity.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  are  so 
often  complaining :  I  bless  God  I  hold  pretty  well': 
our  best  service  attends  your  lady  and  family. 
I  am,  with  very  much  respect. 

Sir, 
Your  much  obliged  and  very  humble  servS 

JAMES  SHERARD. 

I  am  sadly  plagued  with  M icheli :  he  has  sent 
me  fresh  proposals  for  subscribers  to  another  work; 
but  I  will  have  nothing  farther  to  do  with  him.  I 
wish  I  was  well  clear'd  of  him :  I  have  had  five  or 
six  letters  from  him  within  these  two  months. 


LETTER  CXXV. 

Mr,  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardsan, 

Edmund  Hall,  Oxfobd,  May  Idth,  1782. 

Honoured  Sir, 

On  the  first  instant,  your  Son,  of  Univer- 
sity College,^  paid  me  a  guinea  by  your  order,  for 

'  Rev.  Henry  Richardson,  Dr.  Richardson's  third  son  :»-See  Memtnr 

of  the  Family. 
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which  I  thank  you,  in  full  for  your  copy,  in  small  pa- 
per, of  Thomas  Otterboume  and  John  Whethamstede, 
that  I  am  now  printing  in  two  volumes  in  octavo. 

But  the  occasion  of  my  writing  is  this:  a 
friend  of  mine  designs  in  a  little  time  to  go  into 
Scotland,  and  desires  to  know  whether,  in  such  a 
journey,  it  may  be  safe  travelling  for  two  or  three 
persons  out  of  the  high  roads,  if  they  have  a  mind 
to  seek  antiquities,  and  to  go  into  by-roads ;  and, 
particularly,  if  they  have  a  desire  to  trace  the  Picts* 
Wall  from  one  end  to  the  other.  He  is  a  young 
gentleman,  that  is  inquisitive  and  curious;  and, 
being  satisfied  that  most  antiquities  lye  hid  in 
by-places,  he  hath  a  desire  of  seeing  what  remains 
of  that  kind  there  are  at  the  Picts'  Wall,  and  in 
some  other  by-places ;  but  is  willing,  first  of  all,  to 
be  satisfied  whether  there  may  be  danger  in  such 
sort  of  travelling  out  of  the  high  roads.  You  are 
as  likely  a  person  to  inform  me  as  any;  and  there- 
fore I  apply  to  you  in  my  friend's  behalf.  Your 
known  candour  will  excuse  me ;  and  I  hope  you 
will  be  pleased  to  answer  the  request  of. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 

My  friend  put  another  querie  to  me,  viz.  Is  it 
best  to  go  by  land  or  water  from  Edinburgh  to 
St.  Andrew's  and  Aberdeen  ?    My  friend's  name  is 


^9ism!mmmm 
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Loveday;^  and  you  will  find  mention  of  him  in 
Hemingford,  which  I  suppose  you  have  receiv'd 
before  this  time. 


LETTER  CXXVI. 

Dr.  Short  *  to  Dr,  Richardson. 

SasmcLD,  July  5th,  1732. 

Dear  and  Worthy  Sir, 

I  have  herewith  sent  my  servant,  who, 
under  your  eye,  will  examine  all  the  waters  in  your 
neighbourhood.  Only  see  that  he  write  a  true  ac- 
count of  their  different  colorations  by  the  sundry 

^  The  Mr.  Loveday  here  mentioned  was  John  Loveday  of 
Magdalen  CoUege,  Esq.,  the  same  of  whom  Heame  speaks  in  his 
Preface  to  the  Liber  Niger  Scaccarii,  as, "  Optimse  spei  juvenem  lit- 
teraram  et  litteratorum  amantissimum.**  He  distinguished  himself  in 
after-life  as  a  Scholar  and  an  Antiquary  ;  as  well  as  by  his  attachment 
to  the  memory  of  Heame,  whose  monument  he  restored  in  1750,  and 
respecting  whom  he  addressed  a  letter  to  Bbhop  Tanner,  contradicting 
the  report  of  his  having  died  a  Catholic. 

'  A  full  account  of  Dr.  Short  will  be  found  in  the  Literary 
Anecdotes,  i.  p.  451. — It  is  here  sufficient  to  say,  that  he  was  a  native 
of  Scotland,  who  settled  at  Sheffield,  where  he  enjoyed  considerable 
reputation  and  practice,  and  resided  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  towards 
the  close  of  which  he  retired  to  Rotherliam,  and  there  died  at  an 
advanced  age,  November  28th,  1 772.  Hb  Natural,  Experimental,  and 
Medicinal  History  of  the  Mineral  Waters  of  Derbyshire,  Lincob^ 
shire,  and  Yorkshire,  in  2  vols.  4to.,  and  his  Medicina  Britannica, 
both  referred  to  in  this  Correspondence,  i4>pear  to  be  his  principal 
works.  There  are  preserved  among  Dr.  Richardson's  papers,  thirteen 
of  his  letters. 
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ingredients  or  mixtures  used^  and  that  he  mark  the 
bottles  with  the  sediments  right ;  but^  to  make  the 
differences  among  the  waters  of  the  same  Genus 
more  obvious,  let  him  get  together  all  the  Sulphur- 
waters  firsts  and  try  them  at  once;  letting  them 
stand  two  days,  and  making  the  observations  upon 
the  first  mixture  when  just  brought  in  from  the 
spring:  secondly,  after  twelve  hours  standing; 
then,  lastly,  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours  standing; 
and,  while  they  are  thus  mixt  and  standing  by, 
let  him  exhale  those  sundry  waters,  four  or  five 
gallons  of  each ;  for  some  waters  afford  very  little 
sediment ;  others  again,  as  Cricklie-ground  waters^ 
afford  three  different  kinds  of  salts ;  some  only  one, 
and  some  two.  Then  let  him  examine  all  the  sun- 
dry chalybeates  in  the  same  manner  together; 
writing  down  which  water  each  row  of  glasses 
contains.  You  will  please  to  give  him  orders  where 
to  go  in  Bradforth  for  the  loan  of  what  glasses  he 
wants  ;  which,  if  you  have  so  many  waters,  cannot 
be  fewer  than  sixteen  or  eighteen  dozen.  He  pays 
two-pence  per  dozen  for  the  loan  of  them,  and 
makes  good  what  he  breaks ;  and,  when  he  goes 
on  forward  toward  Skipton  and  Setle,  you  will  be 
so  kind  as  give  him  a  letter  to  any  gentleman  there, 
to  assist  him  with  necessaries,  and  they  send  him 
on  to  others,  &c.  I  have  sent  some  of  the  Matlock 
petrifactions  for  Mr.  Brewer  and  yourself.  I  hope 
you  received  the  proposals  I  sent,  and  will  procure 
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what  subscriptions  you  can.     I  have  a  letter  this 
day  from  a  gentleman  in  Leeds^  complaining  of  the 
high  price  of  the  copies^  which  is  the  only  letter  of 
this  kind  that  has  come  to  hand ;  but  people  reflect 
not  on  the  great  expences  and  loss  of  time  and 
business  it  has  cost  me ;    being  a  very  different 
work  from  that  spun  out  at  leasure  hours  in  a  study; 
nor  that  all  pamphlets^  &c.  of  about  sixty  pages,  are 
sold  at  a  shilling ;  and,  lastly,  if  subscriptions  come 
not  in  to  clear  off  my  expences,  I  have  a  chap  ready 
to  buy  the  manuscript  to  add  to  his  library,  which 
is  one  of  the  finest  of  any  one  nobleman^s  in  England. 
Dr.  Greathed  of  Lincoln  exerts  himself  very  warmly, 
and  undertakes  for  the  whole  county,   having  a 
general  acquaintance,  and  practised  there  for  near 
fifty  years ;  and  he  will  return,  I  hope,  a  very  consi- 
derable number  of  subscriptions  ;  and  in  this  place 
gentlemen  generally  subscribe.  Some  for  two,  four, 
or  six  copies,  to  force  it  out ;  for  there  shall  not  a 
copy  be  printed  but  what  is  subscribed  for ;  and 
there  shall  be  no  theory,  hypothesis,  or  opinion, 
admitted  in  the  work ;  but  all  built  upon  plain  ex- 
periment and  demonstration.    You  will  see  the 
directions  given  my  servant ;  and  I  beg  you  will 
be  so  kind  as  to  give  him  the  Natural  History. — 
I  not  being  present,  I  have  sent  with  the  box  my 
first  draught  of  the  Natural  and   Experimental 
History  of  Scarburgh  Spaw,  which  you  may  read 
over,  and  see  a  little  the  method  I  propose  to  fol- 

2y 
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low;  and  beg  your  advice  and  direction  about  it. 
But  fail  not  to  retume  it  by  him  ;  for,  it  being  only 
a  rude  draught,  yet  it  contains  my  whole  experi- 
ments yet  made ;  and  my  minutes  I  have  destroyed. 
I  hope  you  have  taken  care  of  Preston,  I  having  no 
acquaintance  in  that  country.  Send  also  a  proposal 
and  some  receipts  to  your  brother,  —  Currer,  Esq. 
for  Crevan  ;  and,  if  you  want  more,  please  to  give 
a  letter  per  post,  as  soon  as  my  man  is  gone,  ^th 
an  account  of  his  diligence  and  your  observations 
on  Scarburgh ;  and  I  will  send  what  you  want. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  and  humble  serv*, 

THO.  SHORT. 


LETTER  CXXVII. 
Afr.  Blackbume  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Oefo&d,  July  10th,  1732. 

Sir, 

I'm  glad  to  find  by  your  letter,  that  the 
plants  which  lay  so  long  on  their  journey,  are  most 
of  them  likely  to  recover.  I  should  not  have  sent 
so  small  a  return  for  your  favours  to  me,  if  my 
collection  of  Exotics  would  have  afforded  a  better ; 
but,  as  I  began  it  so  lately,  I  have  few  duplicates 
of  any  plants,  except  such  as  you  are  well  stocked 


i 
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with.  Fm  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  in- 
tention of  sending  me  some  of  the  produce  of  your 
Dutch  seeds.  I  wish  I  cou'd  deserve  some  cuttings 
of  Geraniums  and  some  of  your  fine  Cistuses.  On 
the  other  side  is  a  catalogue  of  such  as  I  have 
already^  the  first  encrease  of  which  is  at  your  ser- 
vice, if  there  be  amongst  them  any  kind  which  you 
have  not. 

The  fourth  of  this  month  I  cut  a  ripe  pine- 
apple, in  good  perfection.  It  was  twelve  inches 
and  almost  an  half  in  circumference,  and  weighed 
twenty-six  ounces  and  three-quarters,  when  the 
head  and  stem  were  taken  close  off ;  and  I  expect 
another  of  pretty  near  the  same  size  to  be  ripe  this 
week.  I'm  sorry  you  write  so  doubtfully  about 
taking  a  journey  into  Lancashire  this  summer.  I 
hope  good  weather  and  your  own  good  health  will 
yet  invite  you  to  undertake  it ;  and  my  coach  shall 
meet  you  at  Rochdale,  if  you  will  let  me  know 
when  to  send  it.  My  wife  joynes  in  humble  service 
to  your  lady,  with. 

Your  obliged  humble  serv*, 

J.  BLACKBURNE. 

I  should  be  thankfull  for  a  cutting  of  Jasminnm 
Hicis  folio. 
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LETTER  CXXVIII. 

Dr,  James  Sherard  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Eltham,  December  5th,  1792* 

Sir, 

Dr.  Dillenius  has  now  finished  his  Hartus 
Elthamensis;  and  I  would  take  the  Uberty  to  make 
you  a  present  of  one  copy,  if  I  knew  how  to  convey 
it  to  you:  it  is  a  large  book,  weighs  sixteen  or 
seventeen  pounds.  At  the  same  time,  MicheU*s 
book  may  come,  which  I  thought  Dr.  Dillenius  had 
sent  you  long  ago,  which  please  to  excuse,  he 
having  forgot  to  enquire  of  you  whether  it  should 
be  bound  or  not.  Please  to  let  him  know  your  mind 
at  Tower-Hill,  and  by  whom  they  may  be  sent ;  and 
he  will  take  care  of  the  whole. — ^You  will  see  that 
he  has  not  studied  either  to  adorn  his  book  or  my 
garden;^  his  chief  care  having  been  to  improve 
and  advance  the  knowledge  of  botany :  however, 

'  Tliis  is  a  most  unjust  remark  on  the  part  of  Sherard. — Sprengel, 
with  much  more  propriety,  designates  the  Hartus  Eiihamensis  as''Opua 
splendidissimum  et  doctissimum,  in  quo  nescio  an  artem  sculptoris  an 
doctrinam  Botanict  magis  mirari  debeam ;  licet  in  synonymia  ditissim& 
quandoque  videatur  aliquid  ne^exisae,pr<BsertimMartynii  Centuriam^ 
gu€B  quatuar  annis  prior  est." — Had  Sprengel  but  been  acquainted 
with  these  letters,  he  would  have  seen  the  secret  springs  of  action, 
and  known  how  to  have  accounted  for  the  apparent  neglect 
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such  as  it  is^  please  to  accept  of  it,  as  a  token  of 
friendship  and  gratitude  from. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  SHERARD. 

Our  service  attends  Madam  Richardson  and 
family.  I  can't  get  clear  of  Micheli  as  yet :  he  now 
disputes  payment  of  the  last  twenty  guineas,  tho'  I 
have  the  merchant's  letter  by  me  which  proves  the 
payment  at  Legom. — He  also  insists  to  have  au- 
thentic copys  of  my  brother's  books  sent  to  him, 
which  is  trifling ;  for  my  brother  was  no  merchant, 
nor  kept  no  regular  books  of  accounts.  The  letters 
do  more  than  enough  prove  the  debt;  but  he  has 
all  along  acted  like  a  knave. 


LETTER  CXXIX, 

Dr.  Richardson  to  Mr.  R.  Richardson. 

BiBRLST,  January  2nd,  1732-1783. 

Dear  Dick, 

It  is  not  many  days  since  we  had  the 
happynes  of  receiving  your's,  by  which  we  are  glad 
to  hear  of  your's  and  your  brother's  health. — I  stil 
continue  under  confinement;  though  I  have  this  day, 
with  my  wife's  assistance,  walked  out  of  my  lodging- 
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room  into  the  study,  which  gives  me  hopes^  that, 
as  the  warme  weather  growes  upon  us,  I  shall  be 
fit  to  get  abroad.  Since  you  sent  your  catalogue  of 
bookes,  I  find  you  have  met  with  Les  Observations 
de  Phisietirs,  Sfc.  parP6re  Bellon.  This  booke  Carolus 
Clusius  has  translated  into  Latine,  and  printed  at 
the  end  of  his  booke  de  Exoticis,  along  with  two 
other  bookes  out  of  Spanish  into  Latine,  which  you 
have  in  your  list:  (viz.)  Garcia  ab  Horto,  Aramatum 
Histaria,  and  Christophori  Acosta  lib.  deAramatibus. 
I  have  at  last  received  Cooler* ^Anatomy.  I  have 
paid  him  for  it  £510^.:  it  is  a  gloriouse  performance: 
nothing  can  be  performed  with  more  neatnes  and 
accuracy  than  this  worke. 

About  three  weeks  agoe  I  got  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Sherard,  wherein  he  tels  me  that  the  Hortus 
Elthamensis  was  published,  and  that  there  was  one 
at  my  service  at  Dr.  Dillenius's  lodgings,  and  desired 
me  to  write  to  the  Doctor,  which  I  accordingly  did, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  handsomely  bound.  A  few  days 
agoe  I  received  it,  with  Micheli's  Nova  Plantarum 
Genera,  which  had  layn  at  Dr.  Dillenius's  for  some 
time.  The  Hortus  Elthamensis  is  a  noble  booke, 
in  two  volumes  folio ;  larger  than  the  Hortus  Ain- 
stelodamensis,  and  much  after  the  same  methode, 
consisting  only  of  figures  and  descriptions  of  plants 
Dr.  Dillenius  designed  in  Eltham  garden,  alpha- 
betically digested.  Dr.  Dillenius  prints  it  at  his 
own  expence.    The  figures  seem  to  be  good,  and 
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the  descriptions  very  accurate;  and  those  plants 
which  have  been  imperfectly  described  and  dubi- 
ouse  he  has  amended^  and  has  taken  much  pains 
in  rightly  adjusting  theire  Synonyma.  Micheli's 
Nova  Plantarum  Genera  has  required  much  pains  ; 
but  I  thinke  his  curiosity  has  caryed  him  too  far ; 
and  I  thinke  he  has  made  more  new  genera  than 
there  is  occasion  for ;  and  I  am  afraid  he  has  been 
too  nice  in  distinguishing  species.  'Tis  a  booke  of 
great  curiosity ;  and  his  Synonyma  seem  to  be  very 
just :  he  designs  to  print  a  second  volume,  chiefly 
of  submarine  plants.^  I  received  your  cargoe  at 
last  from.  Hull :  viz.  two  dozen  of  Tulip  Roots,  six 
Hyacinths,  and  the  same  number  of  Gladiolus,  all 
in  good  order,  with  the  Professor's  letter^  and  his 
verses,  De  Seam  et  Connubio  Plantarum.  If  there  be 
any  particulare  way  of  managing  the  double-flower'd 
Tuberose,  more  than  is  usual  in  the  single  one,^  I 
desire  you  would  leame  it,  and  send  them  away 

^  See  Note,  p.  161. 

^  Tills  letter  is  not  to  be  fouod  in  the  Correspondence.  The 
Professor  alluded  to  I  apprehend  to  be  Adrian  Van  Royen,  who,  the 
preceding  year,  had  publbhed  his  *'  Carmen  elegiacum  de  amarilnu  et 
connubiis  Plantarum^  quum  Medicinai  et  Botanices  professionem  in 
Batavdj  qu<B  est  LeidiB,  Academid  auspicaretur,  dictum^ 

^  The  culture  of  the  single  Tuberose  had  been  introduced  into 
England  as  early  as  the  year  1664 :  the  double^  which  was  a  more 
recent  importation,  had  only  been  obtained  from  seed  about  this  time, 
by  M.  Le  Cour  of  Leyden,  <*  who  for  many  years  was  so  tenacious  of 
the  roots,  even  after  he  had  propagated  them  in  such  plenty  as  to 
have  more  than  he  could  plant,  that  he  caused  them  to  be  cut  in  pieces, 
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along  with  the  seeds  by  the  first  opportunily^  that 
they  may  be  cominitted  to  the  mould  in  time. 
I  have  heard  nothing  of  Salvianus^  of  late :  I  know 
he  has  it ;  but  he  wO  make  the  best  penny  of  it 
I  must  have  it  after  some  time,  with  some  other 
bookes  he  has  a  mind  to  dispose  of. — Bellonius  de 
Aquatilibus  he  has  not ;  nor,  I  thinke,  many  more 
I  want  in  my  way.  I  am  afraid  you  wil  find  it  a 
difficult  matter  to  get  any  quantity  of  bookes  into 
England  at  once.  You  must  box  them  up  in  par- 
cells,  and  get  the  Rector  Magnificus^s  licence,  which 
wil  exempt  them  from  paying  any  duty  in  Holland. 
You  will  find  by  this  scribble  how  willing  I  am, 
tho*  scarce  able,  to  write,  which  I  know  you  will  be 
so  good  as  excuse,  in  your 

Affectionate  father, 

RICHARD  RICHARDSON. 

to  have  the  vanity  of  boasting  that  he  was  the  only  person  in  Europe 
who  possessed  this  flower."— JIfiiZsr's  Gtwdener'g  DicHonary.'^T^ 
Tuberose  is  also  mentioned  in  Lord  Derfoy^  letter  of  May  9th,  1785; 
and  Le  Cour,  in  GronoTius'  letter  of  December  7th,  1739. 

^  Hypolitus  SaivianuM,  Aquatiiium  Animalium  Hutoria.  cum 
earundem  FarmU  art  incisis  tUganHuimi/^ItomtB^  1554.  FoL 
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LETTER  CXXX. 

Mr,  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Edm.  Haxx,  OxroED,  March  21st,  1782-1783. 

Honoured  Sir^ 

I  am  indebted  to  you  for  a  letter  ever 
since  the  22nd  of  May  last.  In  that  letter  are  many 
very  curious  remarks^  for  which  I  thank  you ;  espe- 
cially since  you  put  them  down  upon  what  I  men- 
tioned with  respect  to  my  friend's  design  of  going 
into  Scotland.  Your  observations  (which  I  told  him 
of)  proVd  of  good  service ;  and  he  met  with  great 
civiUties  in  that  country;  and  he  steer'd  his  course 
according  to  your  directions ;  but  then  he  found  it 
impracticable  to  trace  the  Picts'  Wall  on  horseback: 
so  he  designs  to  do  it  at  some  other  time  (when  he 
takes  another  journey,  perhaps  next  summer,  into 
Scotland)  on  foot.  He  hath  established  some  ac- 
quaintance at  or  near  the  Picts'  Wall,  where  he  can 
safely  leave  his  horse  till  he  hath  finished  his  walk^ 
in  order  to  make  discoveries  in  that  considerable 
piece  of  antiquity,  the  Picts*  Wall.  Our  old  friend, 
Mr.  Ed.  Lhwyd*s,  letters  to  you,*  relating  to  his 
travels  in  Scotland,  must  needs  be  very  curious ; 
and  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  take  care  to  have 

'  Not  in  the  Correspondence. 
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them  preserved;  particularly  such  parts  of  tliose 
letters  as  relate  immediately  to  learning,  and  not 
to  private  concerns.  There  are  many  other  curious 
letters  of  his  in  other  hands  (for  he  had  a  large 
correspondence),  which  I  likewise  wish  might  be 
preserv'd ;  but  I  fear  divers  are  lost.  Sir  Thomas 
Sebright  hath  a  great  number  of  his  papers ;  and 
'twould  be  of  service  to  the  publick  were  they 
digested  by  some  qualified  person:  I  think  Sir 
Thomas  would  not  be  against  such  a  good  design. 
But  then  it  should  be  done  by  a  person  of  Mr. 
Lhwyd's  own  countrey;  one  that  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  old  Brittish.  I  fear  we  must  in  vain  wait 
for  a  man  so  qualified. 

Yesterday  I  delivered  to  your  son  of  University 
College  (a  very  hopefull  young  gentleman)  your  copy 
of  Otterboume,  &c.;  for  which  I  had  been  paid  by 
him  In  full,  on  May  1st  last.  He  will  take  care  to 
see  it  safe  in  your  hands. 

We  are  now  busy  upon  the  Annals  of  Dun- 
stable,  so  well  known  to  Sir  Edward  Coke,  and 
to  many  of  our  historians ;  tho*  I  do  not  find  that 
any  of  them  knew  that  his  name  was  Richard  de 
Morins. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

THO.  HEARNE.. 
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LETTER  CXXXI. 

Dr,  Bedford^  to  Richard  Richardson^  Esq. 

Dabam  e  cella  mea,  Non:  Aprilis,  1733. 

ViR  Clarissime^ 

CoGiTANTi  mihi  de  Re  medicd  et  libris 
in  lake  arte  prsestantissimis,  naturaliter  fere,  nescio 
quomodo,  ad  mea  scrinia  convertebar,  quae,  fateor, 
injucundo  spectaculo  mihi  non  erant.  Visui  enim, 
parciore  quamvis  numero,  nonnullos  in  arte  authores 
laudatissimos  offerebant.  Dum  vero  in  h^c  gratll 
animi  affectione  versabar,  jubar  oculo  vix  ferendum 
ab  opusculis  Csesalpini  subitb  irradiabat ;  qui,  licet 
inter  artis  principes  non  numeretur,  tamen  inter 
artis  Ubros  rariores  non  est  ultimus.  Putavi  autem 
statim, — quid  mihi  cum  raris?  nonne  satis  eritutilio- 
res  habere? — Certissime. — Conclusi  hinc  cum  lepido 
Poeta,  "  Rariora  ditibus  bona,  ego  viliiis  esurio." — 

'  Dr.  Bedford  was  a  Physician  at  Durham,  of  whom  nothing 
more  appears,  from  the  Literary  Anecdotes,  to  be  known,  than  that 
he  was  a  man  "  near  in  his  expenses,  sober  and  regular  in  his  living, 
exact  in  his  payments,  and  punctual  to  his  promises  ;**  and  that,  afler 
having  been  thrice  married,  he  died  in  that  city  in  1 776,  veiy  rich.  From 
his  letters,  it  is  plain  that  he  was  capable  of  amusing  and  informing  the 
world  ;  but  I  cannot  find  he  ever  presented '  himself  before  it  as  an 
author.  This  letter,  though  addressed  to  Richard  Richardson,  Esq. 
was,  like  Mr.  Blackbume*s,  clearly  designed  for  the  Doctor ;  as  the 
son  was  then  pursuing  his  studies  at  Leyden. 
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^'Csesalpine^  Ergo  vale:  te  vero  non  abjiciam^  neque 
alicui  temer^  dabo  :  tibi  ipsi  seligas  magistrum/* — 
Casalp:  '^Seligo  Dominum  Richardson  seniorem.** 
— "Cur  hunc?" — Casalp:  "Triplicem  ob  rationem : 
1°,  Quia  tibi  amicus  est  honoratissimus^  et  a  te  op- 
tima meritus:  2^°,Cluia  sacrse  artis  ApoUineae  nostrse 
studens  est  callidissimus:  3^,  Quiaplures  in  selec- 
tissim&  SU&  bibliothec&  libros  rariores  possidet^  quos 
mihi  comites  facere  posset^  dum  in  tuis  solus  eram 
et  neglectus.** — "Csesalpine,  optum^selegisti:  abeas 
ergo  ad  novum  tuum  magistrum^  qui  te  trino  jure 
petit.  Vale  ergo^  in  aetemum  dico^  vale ;  tantiim  hoc 
apprecatus^  quod,  dum  tibi  inspiciat  tuus  novus 
magister,  veteris  non  obliviscatur." 

J.  BEDFORD. 


LETTER  CXXXII. 

Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardfon. 

Edm.  Hall,  Oxtoed,  May  16th,  17Sd. 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  the  guinea  you  paid 
me  by  your  son  (to  whom  my  humble  service)  of 
University  College^  on  the  8th  of  last  mouthy  in  full 
for  one  copy  (in  small  paper)  of  The  Chronicle  of 
Dunstable,  by  Richard  de  Morins,  that  I  am  now 
printing  at  the  Theatre,  in  two  volumes,  in  octavo. 
—Your  additional  Notes,  relating  to  the  Picts*  Wall, 
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are  equally  curious  with  those  in  your  former  letter. 
I  believe  my  friend  will  hardly  view  that  piece  of 
antiquity  this  summer.  Were  I  to  trace  it  myself, 
I  do  not  doubt  but  I  could  make  new  discoveries. 
But  I  must  not  now  ever  think  of  having  that 
pleasure.  I  never  yet  saw  Alexander  Gordon's 
Itinerarium  Septentrianale,  in  which  it  seems  are 
many  curious  observations.  I  am  glad  to  hear  so 
many  of  Mr.  Edw.  Lhwyd's  letters  to  you  are 
carefully  preserved.  Sir  Hans  Sloane  had  a  true 
value  for  him ;  and  'tis  well  that  any  thing  of 
that  kind  falls  into  his  hands.  Some  things  of 
Mr.  Lhwyd's  are  printed  in  a  quarto  book,  about 
the  Antiquities  and  Natural  History  of  Ireland.^ 
Had  the  editor  of  that  book  consulted  you,  you 
would  easily  have  furnished  him  with  more ;  and  I 
beUeve  Mr.  Lhwyd  left  manuscript  notes  upon  that 
part  of  Camden  that  relates  to  Ireland ;  tho'  where 
to  meet  with  them  now,  is  as  uncertain  as  where 
to  find  Bishop  Humphrey's  manuscript  notes  upon 
that  part  of  Camden  that  concerns  Wales ;  which 
notes  of  the  Bishop  must  be  very  learned,  and  in- 
deed extraordinary  in  their  way,  if  I  may  guess 

^  I  do  not  find  what  was  the  work  here  referred  to,  or  that 
Lhwyd's  remarks  on  Ireland  were  ever  printed,  otherwise  than  in  the 
Philosophical  TransacticnM.  In  our  own  times,  Dr.  Ledwich,  an 
author  never  over-prodigal  of  praise,  has  done  Lhwyd  the  justice  to  say, 
that,  **  in  his  knowledge  of  the  Irish  language,  and  all  the  surviving 
dialects  of  the  Celtic,  he  was  incomparably  superior  to  any  writer 
before  or  since  his  time." 


N^ 
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from  what  I  have  printed  of  his  in  Caius  and 
Otterboume.  Mr.  Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  hath 
published  a  fragment  relating  to  Dun  the  Robber, 
from  a  private  manuscript  History  of  Dunstable 
(it  should  be  rather  Dunstaple),  but  does  not  tell 
us  where  the  manuscript  was ;  nor  can  I,  after  all 
my  searches,  find  where  it  may  be  met  with.  It  is 
a  different  thing  from  what  I  am  printing.  If  you 
can  any  way  learn  where  it  is,  be  pleased  to 
inform. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  CXXXIII. 
Mr.  Heame  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Edm.  Hall,  Oxford,  May  13th,  1734. 

Honoured  Sir, 

On  the  19th  of  March  last,  your  copy 
(in  small  paper)  of  the  Annals  of  Dunstaple,  for 
which  I  had  been  paid  before  in  full,  was  delivered 
to  your  son  of  University  College,  so  that  I  hope 
by  this  ^time  you  have  receiv'd  it  safe.  I  am  now 
printing  (in  two  volumes,  8vo.)  Benedictus  Abbas 
Petroburgensis,  de  vitd  et  gestis  Henrici  Secundi  et 
Ricardi  Primi.  The  price,  two  giuneas  the  large, 
and  one  guinea  the  small  paper.     He  is  an  author 
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never  yet  printed.  He  is  the  same  Historian  that 
was  one  of  those  that  compiled  Quadriloquus  ;^  a 
work  that  is  printed,  but  is  become  scarce. 

Gerrard,^  in  his  jH^JaW,  1273,  observes,  that 
Ingleborough-hill,  in  Yorkshire,  is  the  highest  hill 
in  England.  I  know  of  no  one  that  is  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  affairs  of  that  county  than 
yourself.  I  desire  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 
let  me  know,  whether  that  observation  be  true. 
Some  have  said  Hillesden  in  Buckinghamshire, 
others  Nettlebed  in  Oxfordshire,  is  the  highest. 
I   do  not  remember  that  I  ever  discours'd  this 


'  "  QuadrUoqutUy  sive  Quadripartita  Historia,    Quod  opus 
ezcusum  est  Parisiis,  a.d.  1495,  ito." — Heame. 

^  "John  Gerarde,  a  Surgeon  and  fiunous  Naturalist,  in  the 
time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  lived  in  Holbom,  where  he  had  a  large 
Botanick  Grarden,  of  which  he  published  a  Catalogue  in  1596,  and  again 
in  1599.  He  was  bom  at  Nantwich  in  1545,  and  died  about  1607." 
NichoU, — The  sequel  of  this  letter,  on  the  part  of  Heame,  is  a  curious 
illustradon  of  the  proverb,  **  Ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam."  Heame  was  a 
ce^ital  Antiquary :  in  every  thing  else  he  was  a  perfect  child,  as  he 
here  shews  himself  to  be  in  Greography.  I  can  account  for  his  error 
about  the  hills  of  Oxfordshire  and  Buckinghamshire,  only  by  recoU 
lecting  the  provincial  maps  of  a  hundred  years  ago,  in  which  a  chain  of 
mountains  is  made  to  descend  into  my  own  county  of  Norfolk,  some- 
what less  than  the  Alps,  but  quite  equal  to  the  Pyrenees.  On  the 
subject  of  Ing^eborough,  he  might  quote  the  authority  of  a  proverb 
that  I  heard  at  its  foot  in  1797  :-— 

"  Pennygent  and  PendJehiU, 

*'  And  6ofiii|r  Ingleborougk^ 
**  Ye  wimu  And  three  other  sic, 

"  An  ye  search  all  England  thorough." 

z 
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point  with  our  late  friend,  Mr.  Edward  liiwyd,  a 
proper  person  to  be  consulted  in  affairs  of  this  kind. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obliged  humble  servant, 

THO.  HEARNE. 


LETTER  CXXXIV. 

Baron  Van  Swieten  *  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

LuoouNi  Batavorum,  28  Aug.  1784. 

ViR  Ornatissime, 

AccEPi,  quas  miseras,  Edinburgenses 
Transactiones,  illisque  summopere  delectatus  sum : 
gaudeo  te  incolumem  tuis  redditum  fuisse. 

CI :  Boerhavius  publicam  de  nervorum  morbis 
lectionem  nondum  hoc  anno  academico  finivit ;  se- 

^  This  letter  is  the  only  one  in  the  Richardson  Correspondence 
from  the  illustrious  Baron  Van  Swieten,  Archiater  to  the  Empress 
Maria-Theresa,  who  was  induced  by  him  to  found  the  Botanical  Garden 
at  Vienna.  For  the  service  thus  rendered  to  Botany,  though  he  was 
himself  no  Botanist,  he  received  from  Jacquin  the  honor  of  having  a 
very  noble  genus  of  Transatlantic  plants  named  after  him ;  one  species 
of  which,  the  Swietenia  Mahogani,  administers  to  our  daily  conve- 
nience, in  the  form  of  tables,  chairs,  &c. ;  while  a  second,  thefebrijkffa^ 
is  with  peculiar  propriety  selected  to  preserve  the  name  of  a  distin- 
guished Physician.  He  was  the  author  of  many  medical  works,  among 
which  are  his  Commentaria  in  Hermctnni  Boerhaavii  Apharismos, 
printed  at  Leyden  in  1 752,  in  5  vols.  4to. 
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quente  tamen  anno  academico  finiet  procul  dubio : 
in  compendium  tunc  redactam  tibi  transmittam ; 
honorificum  enim  mihi  et  utile  simul  judicavi> 
tecum  literarum  commercium  instituere:  interim, 
si  domicilium  mutaveris,  moneas. 

Unum  hoc  vellem,  ut,  dat&  occasione,  pretium 
librorum  adderes,  quos  ad  me  misisti,  vel  et  in 
posterum  mittes :  idem  me  facturum  promitto :  sic 
certh  unicuique  nostriibQa  libertas  major  fiet  plures 
accersendi. 

Senatilis  nostri  academici  jussu  a  domesticis 
exercitiis  abstinere  cogor. 

CI:  De  Gorter^  novam  editionem  Tractates  de 
Perspiratiane  brevi  dabit,  ubi  multa  addita  et  mu- 
tata  invenientur.  CI :  Boerhaave  Swammerdammii 
inedita  quaedam  brevi  prselo  committet. 

Vale,  et  me  habeas 

Totum  tuum, 

G.  VAN  SWIETEN. 

'  The  De  Gorter  here  mentioned  was  an  emineot  Physician, 
whose  Treatise  upon  insensible  perspiration  was  first  published  in 
1726»  at  Leyden  and  Padua,  and  has  been  often  reprinted.  His  son, 
David,  distinguished  himself  as  a  Botanist,  and  particularly  by  his 
attention  to  the  Botany  of  his  own  country,  in  which  he  was  the 
author  of  several  local  Floras.  It  was  after  him  that  the  GarteriOt  a 
genus  of  which  there  are  many  species,  one  of  them  a  frequent  om»- 
ment  of  our  gardens,  received  its  name. 


z2 
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Sir, 


LETTER  CXXXV. 

Lord  Petre  *  to  Dr,  Richardson, 

Thoendon,  October  SOth,  1734. 


I  cannot  any  longer  deferr  answering 
yours:  I  was  very  sensibly  mortified  that  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  wait  on  you  when  I  was  last  in 
the  North.* — I  must  also  return  you  many  thanks 
for  the  obliging  offer  you  were  so  good  as  to  make 
me  by  Mr.  Tempest,^  of  supplying  me  with  a  collec- 
tion of  northern  plants;  which,  if  it  will  not  be 
too  much  trouble  to  you,  I  must  take  the  Uberty 
to  accept  of;  having  always  been  informed  that 
your  collection  of  them  is  by  much  the  most  per- 
fect of  any,  I  have,  I  believe,  the  greatest  part  of 
the  stove  plants,  whether  succulent  or  others,  that 
are  as  yet  known  in  England.  As  I  understand  that 
you  are  also  curious  in  them,  I  beg  that,  if  there 

'  "  Robert  James  Petre,  eighth  Lord  Petre,  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic Peer  and  an  eminent  Florist,  had  a  large  and  fine  garden  at 
Thorndon.in  Essex.  He  was  elected  f.r.s.  in  1731,  and  f.s.a.  in  1738. 
He  was  a  nobleman  of  large  estates  and  extensive  charity,  and  died 
July  2nd,  1743." — Nichois. — From  Lord  Petre  there  are  in  this 
collection  eight  letters,  all  very  kind,  but  not  containing  matter  of 
interest. 

^  Where  the  fiunily  have  a  seat,  at  Dunket^Hall,  Lancashire. 
^  He  was  domestic  Chaplain  to  Lord  Petre. 
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are  any  wanting  in  your  garden  of  that  sort,  you 
would  be  so  good  as  to  command  whatever  you 
have  occasion  for  from  hence. 

I  am^  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  servant, 

PETRE. 


LETTER  CXXXVI. 

The  Earl  ofDerby^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Knowsley,  May  9th,  1795. 

My  good  Doctor, 

I  send  you  inclosed  some  of  the  red 
sorrel  seed,  which  they  make  use  of  in  the  West 
Indies  to  make  tarts  of  when  the  fruit  is  green; 
but  it  must  be  kept  in  an  hot-bed  constantly  till 
the  fruit  is  set.  It  will  grow  three  feet  high. 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  at  what  time  the  Tube- 

'  James  Stanley,  tenth  Earl  of  Derby,  was  a  nobleman  greatly 
distinguished  as  a  politician,  a  soldier,  and  a  man  of  science.  He  sat  in 
the  Conyention  Parliament,  1689,  for  Preston ;  and,  from  that  time  to 
the  death  of  his  &ther,  he  was  Representative  for  Lancashire.  He 
had  the  honour  of  being  promoted  in  the  camp  by  King  William, 
under  whom  he  served  in  Flanders,  from  the  post  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Guards,  to  the  command  of  the  16th  Regiment  of  Foot : 
he  was  also  one  of  the  Grooms  of  hb  Bed-Chamber.  He  had  an 
excellent  garden  at  his  seat  at  Knowsley,  where  he  died,  Februaiy 
1st,  17d6. 
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rose  flowers,  and  when  any  of  your's  blow.    If  I 
had  any  thing  to  send  yoa  worth  acceptance,  you 

should  have  it,  from, 

Sir, 

Your  hearty  friend, 

DERBY. 


LETTER  CXXXVII. 
Signor  Micheli '  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Flo&bntub,  Idibus  Junii,  17d5. 

Illustrisbimb  et  Excellentissimb  Vir, 

Mei  operis  in  lucem  retardati  duplex 
causa  est.  Altera,  difficultas  solvendi  quaedam  du- 
bia,  quae  eidem  instant,  sed  extricari  posse  video 
faciliiis  simul  ac  aliqua  ex  Anglic  plantarum  speci- 
mina  videro;  altera,  ex  quildam  severitate,  ne  dicam 
potiiis  saevitie,  qu&  usus  est  D.  Jacobus  Sherard  in 
me  ipsum,  quandoquidem  pretium  triginta  trium 
exemplarium  mei  operis  apud  se  tenaciiis  retinet ; 
ex  quo  fit,  ut  mihi  pecunia  non  suppetat  ad  eandem 
editionem  substentandam ;  causam  autem  hujusmodi 
fer^  inhumanitatis  ex  harum  datore  accipies.    Spe- 

^  Respecting  Micheli,  see  Noie^  p.  152,  to  which  I  will  here 

only  suhjoin  a  portion  of  the  character  that  Sprengd  gives  of  htm,  diat 

he  was  "  yir,  doctrinii,  acumine  ii^genii  et  industria  inoonparabiKs : 

pneter  DiUenium,  in  Catalogo  I^antarum  Giessensium,  nemo  ante 

eum  neglectas  plantas  cryptogamicas  studioad  examiBaverat,  quod 

noster  hactenus  fecit,  ut  in  paucis  generibus  nuperiores  eum  ante- 

cettant** — There  is  no  other  letter  from  Micheli  in  the  Richardson 

Correspondence. 
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cimina  plantarum  interim  hsec  quoque  ex  Anglii 
desidero ;  scilicet  Fantinaiis  minor ,  foliis  triangt^ 
laribus  minits  campactisy  capiiulis  in  summis  ramulis 
sessilibus^Raiisynops:  ed.3.paff.  79.  n.2.;0enanthej 
Cicuta  facie,  Lohelii^  efusdem  pag.  210:  ejusdem 
etiam  semina  concupisco  ut  nostro  in  Horto  educare 
possim  ;  PentaphUloides  palustrey  rubrum,  crassis  et 
villosis  foliiSj  Suevicum.^  Ibid;  Aisine  marina,  foliis 
PortulaiUB,^  ejusdem  pag.  351. — Hoec  si  transmiseris^ 
et  mihi  gratum  facies,  et  tibi  semper  devinctissimum 
experieris,  si  voles — ^Vale — 

Dominationis  tuse, 
lUustrissime  ac  Excellentissime, 

Humill'"  ac  devinctis'**  fam"*, 

PETRUS  ANT.  MICHELI. 


LETTER  CXXXVIII. 
Dr.  GraneviMS^  to  Dr.  Richardsoft. 

Letden,  August  30th,  1735. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will  remember  that,  at  the  time 
you  arrived  here  in  town,  you  met  at  Mr.  Lawson's 

^  Tricko$Ummmf<mimalundea.  Hedw. 

*  Oauauke  crocaia.  L.         ^  Cemarwn  paiuatre,  L. 

^  Arenaria  pephides.  L. 

*  J.  F.  GronoTius,  the  son  of  the  very  learned  James  Gronovius, 
and  grandson  of  the  eminent  critic  of  the  same  name  with  himself, 
was  a  senator  at  Leyden,  where  he  distinguished  himself  as  a  Naturalist. 
His  first  publication  was  his  inaugural  Dissertation  on  the  Camphor- 
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a  gentleman  from  Sweden,  that  went  the  same  night 
to  Amsterdam,  where  he  is  printing  his  Bibliothecam 
Botanicam.  His  name  is  Carolus  Linnaeus,  very  well 
known  in  the  Commercius  Litterarius  Norimberffensis. 
I  don't  believe  that,  since  the  time  of  Conradus 
Gesnerus,  there  has  been  such  a  like  one  that  was 
so  leam'd  in  all  parts  of  Natural  History  as  he ; 
and  that  not  superficial,  but  to  the  bottom;  what 
you  may  conclude  by  the  catalogue  of  his  books 
which  are  ready  for  the  press,  which  you  wiU  see 
at  the  end  of  this  letter.^  Besides  these,  he  shew'd 
to  Mr.  Lawson  his  three  tables:  one,  that  of  the 
minerals;  two,of  vegetables;  three,  of  animals:  these 
are  so  well  made  up,  that  there  is  nothing  existing 
in  nature,  which  is  not  to  be  found  there  under  his 
classes;  being  every  thing  made,  so  that  in  one 
moment  you  see  the  OrdOf  Namen  genericum^  Cha- 
racteres,  Differentia^  Synonyma ;  every  table  con- 
sisting of  two  sheets  imperial  paper.  Lawson  and 
I  were  so  much  taken  up  with  these  three  tables, 

Tretf  in  1715 :  he  afterwards  publbhed  in  1743,  in  conjunction  with 
Clayton,  the  Flora  Virginica ;  and,  subsequently,  the  Flora  Orient 
talis,  in  1755.  He  died  in  1762,  aged  72. — Linnseus,  in  his  Diary, 
p.  526,  states  of  Gronovius,  what  to  a  certain  degree  tends  to  Olustrate 
parts  of  these  letters,  that,  while  he  was  in  Holland,  no  one  paid  him 
more  attention ;  and  that,  having  called  on  him,  Gronovius  immediately 
returned  the  visit,  and  saw  hb  Syttema  Naturm  in  manuscript,  and 
requested  permission  to  get  it  printed  at  his  own  expense,  which 
accordingly  at  once  commenced. 

^  There  is  no  Ibt  of  the  kind  subjoined  to  this  letter. 
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that  we  desir  d  leave  of  him  to  print  them.  The 
first  of  them  will  be  finished  to-morrow,  when  I 
send  them  to  Mr.  Allen,  your  banker  at  Rotterdam, 
in  hope  you  may  meet  it  at  London ;  and  likewise 
the  two  other  tables  at  the  time  when  they  are 
printed.  He  hath  given,  with  permission  of  the 
King  and  the  Senatus  Academicus  at  Upsal,  Col- 
leges in  Miner alogids,  Botanicis,  and  Zoologicis. 
— When  he  comes  from  Amsterdam,  he  promised  to 
Lawson,'  Dr.Van  Swieten,and  me,  to  learn  us  the  Ars 
DocimasHca. — His  Botanic  Table  is  what  is  called 
in  the  Acta  Norimberffensia,  his  8y sterna  Sewuale ; 
where  he  maketh  the  classes  from  the  Stamina,  '^  in 
Sectionibus  verb  Pistillorum  rationem  habet.'*  I  don't 
doubt  all  the  world  will  be  much  pleased  with  this 
table ;  but  I  am  sure  it  will  take  up  some  time 
before  one  can  know  the  right  use  of  it,  and  so  be 
rejected  by  them  that  will  not  spend  some  time. 
His  third  table  about  the  animals  is  as  curious  and 
usefiill  as  the  rest,  what  you  will  see  when  it  is 
printed:  we  have  printed  them  so  that  I  believe  they 
will  please  you.  Be  so  kind,  when  you  are  at  Lon- 
don, to  enquire  about  K^empfers  Travels  to  the 

S  «  John  Lawson,  a  learned  Scotchman,  who  had  travelled  veiy 
much,  and  been  a  particular  friend  of  Linnsus,  had  many  times  asked 
him  if  he  stood  in  need  of  money,  and,  on  Linnfeus*  answering  in  the 
negative,  had  given  him  sixty,  eighty,  or  an  hundred  guelders ;  remarking 
that  he  had  still  enough  for  himself.  He  loved  both  Linnseus  and 
Gronovius  very  much,  and  was  a  man  of  great  judgmenL^^-ZtiuicnM' 
Diary,  p.  590. 
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East  Indies f"^  by  Dr.  Mortimer ;  how  far  they  are 

printed^  and  whether  Dr.  Martin  is  going  on  with 

the  Decades  Plantarum ;  item^  when  we  can  expect 

Dr.  Shaw's  TVavels. 

I  ani^  SiR^ 

Yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

JOH.  FRED.  GRONOVIUS. 


LETTER  CXXXIX. 

Dr.  DiUeniui  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

OxvoftD,  August  26th,  1736. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  the  favour  of  your*s  of  the 
21st,  and  accordingly  shall  send  to-morrow  by  our 

^  Unfortunately,  these  Travels  never  appeared ;  and,  what  hat 
heoome  of  the  manuscript  of  them,  I  am  ignorant  It  does  not  appear 
to  be  in  the  British  Museum,  where  Aysoou^,  in  his  Catalogue  of 
the  Manuscripts  of  that  collection,  (p.  361)  states  that  a  oonsiderBble 
quantity  of  Kfempfei's  papers,  and  among  them  hb  Correspondence^ 
are  to  be  foimd.  Tbese,  some  forty  years  ago.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  kindly 
recommended  to  me  to  examine,  and  to  publish  a  selection  from  them ; 
and  I  wish  that  the  hint  inay  be  taken  by  some  young  Botanist,  into 
whose  hands  this  volume  may  fidl. —  To  Kaempfer  himself  Haller 
pays  the  following  high  compliment : — **  Auctor  nulli  peregrinatorum 
secundus,  decem  integris  annis  Asiam  peragravit,  per  Russiam,  Cas- 
piumque  mare,  in  Persiam,  hinc  in  Arabiam,  Indostaniam,  in  Coro- 
mandeliam,  Sinum  Gangeticum,  Javam,  Sumatriam,  Siamense  regnum, 
et  Japoniam,  in  qua  duobus  annis  vixiL  Immensam  pulcherrimarum 
adnotationum  vim  in  eo  itinere  oollegit,  ipse  delineandi  peritus,  ad 
omnem  laborem  impiger,  neque  sibi  parcens,  quoties  veri  detegendi 
^es  erat  Horum  thesaurorum  longd  plurimi  perierunt,  quos  paratos 
habebat.  Ex  eo  naufragio  enataverunt  Anumitatum  Exoticarum 
politico-phifsico-medicarum,  Libri  v.** — Ksmpfer  died  in  1716. 
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Northampton  carrier,  directed  as  you  desired,  the 

Ficaides  you  named  and  we  have  to  spare. 

****** 

Mr.  Richardson  was  desirous  to  carry  some 

seeds  from  hence,  but  it  was  then  impossible  for 

me  to  look  any  out :  besides,  we  have  not  got  half 

in  yet,  nor  did  I  know  which  might  be  acceptable, 

end  therefore  desire  to  be  informed  of  such  as  you 

want ;  and,  if  we  have  them,  they  shall  be  sent  to 

you.    Please  to  give  my  service  to  him,  and  accept 

the  same  from. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obUged  and  most  humble  servant, 

J.  J.  DILLENIUS. 

P.S.  A  new  botanist  is  arose  in  the  north;  a 
founder  of  a  new  method  '^  a  staminibus  et  pistillis,** 
whose  name  is  linnseus :  he  hath  pvintedFundatnenta 
Botanica,  Bibliotheca  Botanka^  Systema  Naiura, 
and  is  now  printing  in  Holland  his  Characteres  and 
Flora  Lappofiica.  He  is  a  Swede,  and  hath  travelled 
over  Lapponia;  hath  a  thorough  insight  and  know- 
ledge of  botany ;  but  am  afraid  his  method  wont 
hold.  He  came  hither  and  stayed  here  about  eight 
days,*  but  is  now  returned  to  Leyden. 

^  Hiis  19  all  that  is  said  in  these  letters  on  the  subject  of  Linnaeus^ 
being  in  England ;  but  he  himself,  in  his  Diary,  p.  517,  gives  a  diffe- 
rent, and  very  interesting  account  of  the  visit — **  Linnaeus,*  he  says, 
"  went  over  to  England,  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Cliiibrd;  and  here  he 
not  only  saw  the  gardens  at  Chelsea  and  Oxford,  but  also  procured  many 
of  the  rarest  and  nondescript  plants  sent  thither.    He  likewise  became 
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LETTER  CXL. 


Mr.  KnowUon  to  Dr,  RicfiarcLion. 

L0KDE8BU&OHT,  October  Slst,  1736. 

Sir, 

This  morning  I  receiv'd  your  favor, 

and  have  been  in  expectation  of  your  gardener  for 
the  things,  -which  he  might  safly,  att  this  season, 
carry  before  him  in  a  bundle,  well  packed  with 
straw,  and  a  sack  under  him  with  straw,  upon 
the  pumell  of  the  sadle ;  and  carry  them  very  easily, 
as  I  have  done  formerly  many  much  larger,  and  a 
greater  distance  too.  The  weather  is  so  mild,  and 
like  to  be,  that  I  take  it  there  cannot  foe  any 
danger,  if  you  have  an  inclynation  for  them,  and 
the  stove  warm  enough  to  strick  them ;  so  should 
be  glad  you'l  send  as  soon  as  you  please.  The 
reason  of  my  pressing  is,  I  am  so  full  of  pine-apple 
plants  now,  that  I  am  obliged  to  make  room,  by 
turning  out  and  keeping  but  one  of  a  sort  of  each 
I  have  of  those  things;  and  indeed  am  \m willing  to 

acquainted  with  all  the  learned  at  that  time  in  the  Kingdom.  At  Oxford, 
Linnsus  was  received  in  a  friendly  manner  by  Dr.  Shaw,  who  had  tra- 
velled in  Barbaiy,  and  who  declared  himself  a  disciple  of  Linnsus,  having 
read  his  Sy$tem  with  great  pleasure.  Tbe  learned  Botanist,  Dillenius, 
was  at  first  haughty ;  conceiving  Linnfeus*  Genero,  which  he  had  got  half 
printed  from  Holland,  to  be  written  against  him  ;  but  he  afterwards 
detained  him  a  numth,  without  leaving  Linnfeus  an  hour  to  himself 
tlie  whole  day  long ;  and  at  last  took  leave  of  him  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
after  having  given  him  the  choice  of  living  with  him  till  his  death,  as 
the  salary  of  the  Professorship  was  sufficient  for  them  both." 
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throw  them  out,  being  so  many  years  in  raising  of 
them.  As  for  Idnnsus*  new  method,  *tis  imposable 
for  him,  or  any  other  man  whatsoever,  to  go  beyond 
a  Ray,  a  Tmmefort,  &c.  who  have  chose  the  flower 
and  fruit,  which  are  the  princepily  parts :  as  to  a  sin-- 
gle  part  of  the  flower,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  altogether 
whimsicall  and  ridiculous,  separated  from  the  whole 
composure  of  them,  &c. — It*s  likely  he  may  be  a 
man  of  learning  and  parts.  But  now  you  mention  his 
Musa  Clifordianay^  pray  what  is  there  more  than 
compliment  to  the  grate  Mr.  Cliford,  and  to  tell  us 
it  has  flowr'd  in  his  garden,  which  is  the  first  time 
in  Europe,  &c.  Indeed,  I  have  no  notion  of  those 
persons,  who  know,  perhaps,  a  thousand  or  two  of 
plants,  and,  because  they  do,  every  one  must  be 
traceing  out  new  roads,  in  order  to  perplex  all 
those  who  have  a  mind  to  enter  the  nearest  way, 
which  now  is,  and  has  been,  the  prevailing  fashion 
of  the  times  I  have  lived  in.  Indeed,  if  they  stuck 
to  either  Ray^s  or  Tumefort^s  method,  and  added 
genera,  when  new  plants  offered  which  could  not 

^  Musa  paradisiaca.  L. — What  Knowlton  here  refers  to  is 
a  puhllcation  by  Linneus  printed  in  the  course  of  this  year  at  Leyden, 
under  the  title  of  Musa  CUffartiana^Jiorens  Harteeampi :  a  Treatise 
occasioned  by  the  Plantain-Tree's  flowering  in  Mr.  Clifford's  garden 
there.  This  Treatise,  which  is  embellished  with  two  plates,  one  re- 
presenting the  plant  at  larger  the  other,  the  parts  of  fructification 
separately,  has  been  considered  as  among  the  most  important  and 
valuable  of  all  Linnaeus'  works,  and  as  a  model  for  this  kind  of  Mono* 
graphiw,  Boerfaaave,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Linnieus,  paid  it  the 
following  extraordinarily  high  compliment : — **  Sflpcula  laudabunt ; 
boni  imitabuntur ;  omnibus  proderit" 
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come  within  either  of  them,  it  would  be  doing 
something ;  but  these  books  are  made  for  pompe, 
to  fill  a  library^  and  more  for  outward  show  than 
real  use,  &c.  having  very  little  within,  as  many 
I  can  name.  If  we  look  back  to  a  Parkinson,*  and 
some  of  the  ancients,  we  find  an  infinite  deale  of 
exspence  and  trouble  atended  them  in  those  dark 
times,  when  a  new  world  was  hardly  known :  yett 
what  a  collection  he  att  his  own  charge  has  made ! 
— ^Let  any  one  consider  if  he  had  lived  in  this  age, 
those  you  call  so  grate  men  had  been  blockheads 
in  comparison  to  him,  or  those  following.  Excuse 
me  if  you  think  I  mean  a  Ray,  or  Tumefort,  or 
other  men,  or  a  Sherard,  &c.  &c. 

When  your  servant  comes,  as  I  said  before,  if 
I  can  spare  any  thing  you  want,  I  shall  not  denie 
him ;  and  then  hel  be  best  judge. 

I  beg  my  complements  atend  your  good  family 
and  Mr.  Brewer,  and  am. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obydant  humble  serv^, 

THO.  KNOWLTON. 

^  John  Ptokinsoiiy  who  is  among  the  fiithen  of  Botany  in 
Eng^d,  was  horn  in  1567,  and  died  some  time  after  1640.  He  lived 
in  London,  where  he  practised  Physic,  and  was  Apothecaiy  to  King 
James;  but  is  now  only  known  by  his  two  great  publications*  the 
p€traduuM  Terre$trU,  which,  as  Pulteney  observes,  "  is  at  this  time 
a  valuable  curiosity,  as  exhibiting  the  most  complete  view  of  the  extent 
of  an  English  Garden  at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century ;"  and 
the  still  more  important  Theatntm  Botamkumf  a  work  of  wonderful 
labour,  comprehending  descriptions  of  all,  and  figures  of  most,  of  the 
plants  that  were  known  in  his  time. 
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LETTER  CXLI. 

Mr.  Blackstane^  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

London,  December  11th,  17S6. 

Sir, 

As  any  thing  new  in  botany,  to  which 
science  you  are  so  great  an  ornament,  ought  not  to 
be  conceaVd  from  you,  I  make  bold  to  trouble  you 
with  this  letter;  which,  as  it  contains  something 
new  in  that  science,  will,  I  hope,  prove  agreeable 
to  you.  The  great  affection  I  have  for  botany 
makes  me  omit  no  opportunity  of  unprovement 
therein ;  and,  by  good  fortune,  I  have  discovered 
the  Dentaria  hacctfera^  J.  B.  to  be  a  native  of  this 
Island.— The  place  where  it  grows  is  in  a  large 
wood,  near  a  village  callM  Harefield,  about  eighteen 
miles  north-west  from  London,  where  it  grows  in 
such  plenty,  that  some  acres  of  ground  are  covered 
with  it.  There  are  several  other  rare  plants  to  be 
found  thereabouts,  of  which  a  catalogue  is  now 

^  The  only  publicatiom  left  us  by  Blackstone,  who  was  an 
Apothecary  in  F!eet>Street,  but  probably  was  in  the  course  of  his 
apprenticeship  at  the  time  of  writing  these  letters,  are  two,  of  small 
size  and  no  great  importance :  the  Foiciculus  PkuUarum  circa  Hare^ 
field  spante  nascentium,  published  in  1737,  and  here  referred  to ;  and 
Specimen  Botanicum,  quo  Plantarum  pbirium  rariorum  AnglitB  in- 
digenarum  loci  natales  iUuitrantur. — The  last  did  not  appear  till 
1746.     He  died  in  1753. 

^  Dentaria  bulbifera.  L. 
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ready  for  the  press ;  and  I  hope  for  your  en- 
couragement;  the  value  when  printed  being  a 
trifle.  I  have  communicated  this  plant  and  my 
intention,  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  Dr.  Dillenius,  (from 
whom  I  had  a  most  obliging  letter)  Mr.  Rand^ 
and  some  others,  who  are  lovers  and  promoters  of 
this  useful  knowledge,  and  shou'd  esteem  it  a  pe- 
culiar happiness  to  hear  from  you.  I  have  orders 
to  get  specimens  for  the  Chelsea  and  Oxford  Gar- 
dens ;  and,  wou*d  you  give  me  directions,  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  send  some  for  your  garden,  if  'tis 
not  there  already.  Be  pleased,  Sir,  to  excuse  this 
freedom  from  one  who  is  wholly  unknown  to  you^ 
but  begs  leave  to  subscribe  himself, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BLACKSTONE. 


LETTER  CXLII. 

Mr,  Blackstane  to  Dr.  Bicliardson, 

Stkand,  December  18tb,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  humble  and 
hearty  thanks  for  the  favour  of  your  most  obliging 
letter,  which  I  shall  ever  esteem  an  honour,  being 
more  than  I  cou*d  expect  from  one  so  much  my 
superior. 
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As  you  were  pleas'd  to  accept  of  my  thoughts 
on  the  Dentaria  (by  you  justly  distinguished  by  the 
name  soholifera)^  so  I  now  make  bold  to  trouble  you 
with  this,  to  give  some  idea  of  my  intended  work. 

I  have  for  these  last  three  years  been  employed 
in  making  a  collection  of  the  native  English  plants ; 
and,  having  an  opportunity  of  going  to  see  my 
friends  pretty  often,  I  made  it  my  business  to  see 
as  many  of  the  adjacent  places  as  my  time  wou'd 
permit,  and  to  collect  such  plants  as  offer  d  them- 
selves in  the  course  of  my  walks,  without  ever 
intending  to  publish  any  thing  on  this  subject. 
But,  being  detained  last  summer  by  a  long  illness 
near  four  months  on  the  spot,  I  found  so  many  rare 
plants,  that  I  thought  it  worth  while  to  make  a 
catalogue  of  them,  and  shew  it  to  some  skilful 
persons  in  that  science  for  their  approbation,  which 
succeeded  to  my  desire ;  and  I  only  beg  leave  to 
let  you  know,  that  the  plants  there  mentioned  were 
gathered  almost  solely  by  myself,  as  also  that  the 
catalogue  is  not  general;  being  only  intended  as 
an  essay  for  a  more  particular  search  thereabouts. 
Your  opinion  in  relation  to  the  middle  counties  of 
England  being  not  well  searched,  is  most  certainly 
right ;  and  I  am  pretty  well  assured,  that  Bucking- 
hamshire wou*d  itself  afford  ample  speculation  for 
the  curious  botanist,  from  some  few  places  I  have 
been  at  on  that  account.  I  purpose  to  print  my 
work  by  subscription,  tho'  the  price  of  it  cannot 

2a 


354  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

exceed  five  shillings ;  and  I  desire  no  money  till 
the  book  is  dehver'd,  which  I  believe  will  be  done 
time  enough  to  send  with  the  Dentaria.  I  shou'd 
take  it  as  a  great  favour,  if  you  cou'd  conveniently 
procure  me  a  specimen  of  Epimediutn}  and  the 
Christophoriana,^  which  would  be  highly  accept- 
able. Tho'  I  fear  that  I  shall  tresspass  on  your 
patience  by  this  tedious  epistle,  yet  I  cannot  help 
giving  you  an  account  of  a  few  specimens  of  plants, 
collected  near  the  place  of  growth  of  the  Dentaria : 
viz.  Acorns  verus,  site  Calamus  Aromaticus,^  off.; 
Blattaria;^  Clematis;^  Daphnoides,  major  et  minor ;^ 
Dens  Leonis  minimus  asper;'^  Enula  carnpana  ;^ 
Fritillaria  praecox^  purpurea^  variegata^  (which 
grows  in  a  meadow  by  a  wood-side  near  Harefield, 
and  has  done  so  above  forty  years,  as  a  neigh- 
bouring gentleman  informs  me;)  GramenParnassi;^^ 
Holosteum  minimum^  tetrapetalon ;^^  Hipposelinum ;^^ 
Orchidum  pleraq.  species^  with  others  more  particu- 
larly inserted  in  the  catalogue.  Excuse  these  hints, 
and  attribute  them  solely  to  the  respect  I  bear  to 
the  science,  towards  the  cultivating  of  which  I  hope 

*  Epimedium  alpinum,  £.  ^  Acorns  Calamus,  L, 

^  Acima  spicata.  L.  ^  Verbascum  Slattaria.  L. 

^  Clematis  Viialba.  L. 
^  Daphne  Laureola.  L,  and  Daphne  Mezereon,  L.,  most  probably. 

^  A  variety  of  Leontodon  Taraxacum.  L. 
^  Inula  Helenium.  L.  ^^  Pamassia  pahtstris.  X. 

^  Fritillaria  Meleagris.  L.  ^^  Holosteum  umbellatumf  X. 

^'  Smyrnium  Olusatrum,  L, 
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for  your  farther  favour;   and  should  be  proud  of 

doing  you  any  service  which  lies  in  my  power.— ^ 

I  expect  to  go  to  Harefield  next  week,  and  will 

search  for  some  roots  of  Dentaria,  if  you  please  to 

order  it;   and  will  (with  God's  leave)  send  you 

some  in  perfection  about  the  latter  end  of  April, 

when  the  bulbs  will  be  ready  to  plant.    Be  pleas'd 

to  accept  of  the  compliments  due  to  the  ensuing 

season.  And  that  a  long  succession  of  happy  years 

may  preserve  and  keep  you  among  us,  is  the  sincere 

desire  of, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BLACKSTONE. 


LETTER  CXLIII. 

Mr.  Raiithmell  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

Baowsholme,  August  drd,  1737. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter,  dated  June  the  21st,  came 
to  my  hands  about  a  fortnight  agoe :  I  understand 
it  had  lain  at  Skipton  all  the  while.  I  was  very 
glad  (after  so  long  a  chasm  in  our  correspondence) 
to  find  your  name  at  the  bottom  of  the  letter. — 
I  have  often  wisht  to  myself  I  cou'd  have  so  con- 
triv'd  as  to  write  to  you  without  giving  you  the 

2a 
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trouble  of  answering  me;  but,  knowing  the  fre- 
quent fitts  of  your  old  distemper  obliged  you  to  a 
g^eat  fatigue  in  answering  letters,  I  have  thus  long 
omitted  writing  to  you,  tho*  against  my  will.  Since 
your*s  came  to  me,  I  have  been  hunting  about,  to 
find  the  plants  you  particularly  mention,  or  any 
others  which  wou^d  be  acceptable  to  you.  I  sought 
Thhispi  GlobularuB  folio^  both  above  the  ebbing 
and  flowing  well,  at  Giggleswick,  and  also  about 
M alham  Cove,  and  between  there  and  Settle ;  but 
all  in  vain.  Neither  have  I  been  able  to  find  Alsine 
pusilla^  flore  pulchro;^  but,  after  much  search,  I 
mett  with  Cloud-berry  on  a  very  high  fell,  betwixt 
Browsholme  and  Lancaster.  I  have  taken  up  the 
roots  of  the  youngest  and  freshest  of  it,  with  their 
mother  earth  and  moss  about  their  roots ;  and  I 
hope  they  will  come  safe  to  you ;  and  I  heartily 
wish  I  cou'd  procure  any  other  plants  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood that  wou*d  be  acceptable  to  you. 

As  for  any  progress  which  I  have  made  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  you  must  know  it  is  very  little, 
if  any,  since  the  last  time  I  saw  you ;  and  the  main 
reason  of  my  misfortune  herein  is,  I  have  not  any 
spot  of  ground  for  this  purpose,  which  I  have  often 
lamented. — I  have  indeed  formerly  fixt  several  cu- 
rious plants  in  the  gardens  here ;  but  the  several 
alterations  made  in  *em  always  obliged  me  to  re- 

^  Thkupi  montanum,  L.  ^  Arenario  vema,  L. 
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move  my  plants^  till  at  last  I  found  it  in  vain  to 
cultivate  any  where,  except  on  one*s  own  soyl. — ^To 
remedy  this  misfortune,  I  design  to  have  a  Siccus 
Hartus ;  but  I  have  not  begun  that  yet,  having 
been  busy  these  two  or  three  summers,  at  leisure 
times,  in  improving  my  Museum  of  fossils.  I  imagine 
I  have  a  pretty  collection :  I  have  several  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  have  procured  others  out  of  the 
south  of  England ;  tho*,  after  all,  I  find  I  want  a 
multitude  of  species  yet,  which  Woodward's  Cata- 
logues mention  are  to  be  found  in  England. — I  have 
also  these  two  or  three  years  last  been  a-coUecting 
medals:  the  Roman  Imperial  are  those  which  I 
most  search  after.  I  have,  after  a  great  deal  of 
labour  and  expence,  procured  about  three  hundred. 
I  have  one  hundred  of  copper  of  the  first  magni- 
tude, which  are  very  fair  and  well  preserved :  these 
I  vallue  much.  I  have  a  series  from  Julius  to  Per- 
tinax,  without  any  breach,  except  in  Otho ;  so  that, 
when  I  am  diverting  myself  with  my  medals  and 
fossils,  I  am  always  a-wishing  I  had  but  a  Siccus 
Hortus ;  and  then  I  imagine  I  should  have  a  pretty 
Museimi,  and  much  more  compleat.  And  now,  I 
think,  I  have  acquainted  you  with  the  general  heads 
of  what  you  requested  in  your  letter ;  but,  after  all, 
you  must  know  I  have  not  any  amongst  my  fossils 
or  medals  that  I  look  upon  as  exceeding  valuable. 
I  shall  mention  one  fossil  found  in  this  neighbour- 
hood which  I  prize  much ;  this  is  what  Camden, 
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in  his  Britannia^  calls  a  Druid*8  Amulet;^  i.e.  a  black 
stone,  having  white  serpentine  lines  running  round 
it.  This  is  not  natural  but  factitious,  made  by  the 
Druid  Priests  in  heathen  times  of  our  nation,  and 
given  to  the  king  or  general  when  he  went  to 
battle,  as  an  amulet  or  charm  to  preserve  him. 
But  what  I  find  most  difficult  to  procure  is  the 
Lithophjfta.  From  all  the  coal-pitts  in  our  country, 
I  never  yet  was  able  to  procure  above  one  fair  one. 
I  remember,  when  I  was  last  at  North  Bierley,  Mr. 
Brewer  told  me  he  had  several  fine  ones,  which  he 
got  in  your  neighbourhood.  If  Mr.  Brewer  will 
send  me  half  a  dozen  fair  ones,  and  handsomely 
evened  at  the  ends  and  sides  by  his  saw,  which 
I  am  told  lie  makes  use  of  to  make  'em  look  more 
beautifuU ; — if  he  will  do  me  this  favour,  I  will  send 
him  half  a  dozen  fossils  of  different  kinds,  of  our 
country  product,  which  perhaps  will  please  him  as 
much  as  the  Lithophyta  will  do  me.  Dear  Sir,  I  ask 
pardon  for  this  long,  rambling,  tedious  letter;  and 
acknowledge  myself, 

Your  much  obliged  humble  serv*, 

R.  RAUTHMELL. 

'*  Ttiis  was  clearly  one  of  tlie  Adder-Beads^  mentioned  in 
Tlu)rcshy*s  Letter,  p.  56,  to  which  see  the  Note: — ^see  also  die  following 
Letter. 
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LETTER  CXLIV. 

Dr,  Richardson  to  Mr,  Rauthmell. 

September  2nd,  1737. 

Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the 
favoure  of  your  letter,  and  the  Claud-berry  roots 
which  attended  it,  which  came  hither  in  pretty  good 
order ;  and  I  immediately  dispatched  them  to  my 
south-country  friend,  to  whom  I  knowe  they  will  be 
very  acceptable ;  but,  whether  he  can  prevaile  upon 
them  to  thrive  with  him,  or  no,  I  dare  not  promise. 
I  am  sorry  you  have  had  soe  much  trouble  in  quest 
of  Thlaspi  Globularia /olio,^  which  grows  upon  all 
the  heaps  of  earth  that  have  been  dug  out  of  the  old 
lead  mines,  betwixt  Malham  and  Setle ;  and  very 
often  in  the  same  places  is  to  be  met  with  Alsine 
pusillay  pulchro  flore^  folio  tenuissimo  ;^  but,  except 
you  know  the  plants  perfectly  well,  you  can  scarce 
know  them,  except  when  in  flower.  I  am  glad  you 
thinke  a  Ilortus  Siccus  wil  be  an  additional  orna- 
ment to  your  Museum.  I  wish  I  had  known  your 
inclination  that  way  a  little  sooner ;  the  season  of 
the  year  being  now  so  far  advanced,  that  no  great 
quantity  of  fair  specimens  can  be  wel  preserved ; 
though  I  have  lost  no  time  since  I  knewe  your 

'    Thlaspi  mantanum.  Z.  ^  Arenaria  verna,  L, 
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intention,  but  have  set  about  drying  such  choice 
plants  as  are  stil  in  flower,  and  I  thinke  I  can  stil 
preserve  for  you  one  hundred  and  fifty  dryed 
specimens,  that  are  faire  and  wel  preserved ;  and^ 
if  I  live  to  enjoy  my  garden  another  year,  I  dare 
promise  you  above  double  that  number. — My  dis- 
temper has  been  pretty  favourable  to  me  for  some 
time  by-past;  so  that  I  can  divert  myself  in  my  gar- 
den. But  I  am  in  a  great  measure  confined  to  home, 
not  being  able  to  ride  ;  and  I  am  no  great  friend  to 
wheels;  so  that  my  collection  of  natural  curiositys 
is  very  litle  advanced,  except  by  the  products  of 
my  garden. 

Mr.  Brewer  is  stil  in  our  town,  and  has  exten- 
sive correspondence,  stil  adding  to  his  garden;  but 
I  thinke  he  grows  weary  of  every  thing  else  ;  for  I 
very  seldome  see  him.  If  he  has  any  of  the  impres- 
sions of  plants  upon  coale-slate,  I  wil  endeavoure 
to  procure  you  some ;  but  'tis  a  very  difficidt  thing 
to  preserve  them  long ;  for  the  stone  in  which  they 
are  found  abounds  very  much  with  vitriol,  so  that 
the  least  moisture  makes  them  fall  to  earth.  I  am 
glad  to  heare  that  you  have  made  so  considerable 
additions  to  the  collection  of  formed  stones,  not 
only  natives  but  alsoe  foreigners.  I  have  now  no 
correspondence  that  is  curiouse  that  way,  since  the 
death  of  my  friends,  Vernon,  Lloyd,  and  Petiver ; 
and  I  can  never  now  expect  to  do  much  that  way 
myself.   It  was  never  my  fate,  in  all  my  enquirys, 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  361 

to  meet  with  any  of  the  Adder-Beads  in  this  coun- 
try, though  I  doubt  not  but  we  have  them  here  as 
wel  as  in  Wales,  and  often  made  of  earth  as  wel 
as  glas,  as  Mr.  Morton  in  his  Natural  History  of 
Northamptonshire  mentions,  without  any  figures  of 
snakes  upon  them.  These  certainly  were  Brittish, 
and  used  as  amulets;  and  Bishop  Nicholson  wil 
have  the  British  moneys  that  is  sometimes  met 
with  among  us,  to  be  amulets,  and  never  any  cur- 
rent coyne,  though  most  of  our  Antiquarys  are  of  a 
different  opinion. — I  have  seen  a  globulare  cristal, 
which  Dr.  Woodward  calls  Lapis  Specularis,  which 
the  Magi  of  old  made  use  of  to  find  stolen  goods, 
by  puting  a  boy  under  a  blanket;  and  he,  by  looking 
upon  the  cristal,  was  to  discover  in  the  glass  where 
the  stolen  goods  were. — I  am  glad  you  have  been 
so  successful  in  your  collection  of  Roman  medals. 
Mr.  Parker  of  Carleton  had  a  considerable  number, 
which  I  have  seen,  and  several  of  them  found  in 
this  country.  Some  he  bought  of  Mr.  Brearcliffe's 
heire,  an  Apothecary  in  Hallifax ;  but  whose  hands 
they  fel  into,  I  cannot  tel :  my  uncle,  Hopkinson, 
had  alsoe  a  collection  of  this  kind,  which  Mr.  Rookes 
had;  but  how  they  are  disposed  of  I  know  not. 
I  have  now  by  me  a  fewe  of  our  English  cojnis 
since  the  Conquest,  and  one  or  two  of  WilUam  the 
Conqueror,  which  are  counted  very  scarce  :  if  you 
collect  any  thing  in  this  way,  they  are  at  your 
service.  *  «  «  * 
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Sir, 


LETTER  CXLV. 

Dr.  DiUeniiis  to  Di^i  Siohand§oH>. 

OxoN,  September  8th,  1737. 


I  received  your  letter;  and  the  box 
with  the  northern  plants  came  safe  to  hand  last 
Wednesday. 

Our  gardiner  hath,  no  more  than  your's,  been 
able  to  make  the  cuttings  of  the  double-striped 
Oleander  take. 

Whether  I  meself  shall  live  to  see  Mr.  Sherard's 
Pinaoc  finished,  tho'  I  am  in  good  health,  I  do  not 
know.  I  have  but  three  months  in  the  year  to 
meself  to  do  any  thing  in  it,  and  have,  within  these 
two  years,  finished  near  half  the  Dendrologie. — ^The 
garden  and  other  avocations  takes  all  my  time  away 
in  spring,  summer,  and  autumn.  The  provision  for 
a  Professor  is  scanty ;  and  that  little  is  not  settled. 
The  £3000,  which  Consul  Sherard  left,  hath  been  put 
in  South-Sea  Annuities,  and,  being  bought  at  £104, 
if  it  should  be  sold  cheaper,  will  not  fetch  £3000 
again :  besides,  there  is  allways  a  loss  whenever  six 
per  cent,  comes  to  be  paid  ofiF  and  bought  in  again. 
Nay,  at  present,  as  James  Sherard's  executors  are 
going  to  law,  there  seems  to  be  a  stop  put  to  the 
Professor's  salary ;  and  I  have  not  had  any  money 
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for  these  last  eleven  months. — It  is  to  be  lay'd  out 
in  law ;  and^  when  that  done,  perhaps  it  will  not 
be  above  eighty  or  ninety  pounds  per  annum. 
I  should,  in  so  long,  tedious,  and  difficult  work, 
have  an  assistant  or  two ;  but  what  can  a  man  do 
with  so  small  an  allowance  in  a  place  not  cheap  to 
live  in  ? 

James  Sherard  hath  spoiled  it.  After  W"  Sherard's 
death  he  took  me  o£f^  and  set  me  to  work  in  his 
garden,  to  make  himself  known,  and  promised  to  do 
great  things :  viz.  to  pay  for  the  plates,  paper,  &c. ; 
but,  wlien  it  came  to  the  performance,  he  did 
nothing ;  and,  not  to  lose  so  many  years*  labour, 
I  undertook  it  at  my  own  expence.  All  his  kind- 
ness ended  in  an  offer  to  lend  me  money,  and  to 
take  thirty  books,  (which  he  did  to  hinder  my 
taking  subscriptions.) — I  finished  the  book  without 
his  money ;  and  he,  instead  of  thirty,  took  only  ten 
books,  for  which  I  had  thirty  guineas. — I  gave  him, 
besides,  one  more  gratis ;  and,  some  time  after, 
another,  which  in  some  manner  he  begg*d  of  me. 
This  is  all  I  ever  had  from  him.  Besides  the  loss 
of  time  and  labour,  I  lose  by  him  at  least  £200 ; 
for  it  is  a  book  of  but  few  people^s  buying;  and 
therefore  I  do  not  think  it  safe  to  go  through  the 
whole  impression.  There  were  five  hundred  copies 
printed  at  his  desire,  (I  weuld  have  printed  but 
half  so  many) ;  to  which  I  got  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  copies  of  plates  printed  off :  the  rest  I  do 
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not  design  to  perfect.  If  he  had  let  me  go  on  my 
own  way,  I  should  have  made  a  book  in  quarto  or 
small  folio ;  but  he  did  not  like  it,  and  hath  made 
me  draw  over  fifty  more  plates,  to  make  it  look 
bigger  and  more  pompous,  and  persuaded  me  to 
take  royal  paper,  but  hath  not  given  one  penny 
towards  the  buying  of  it. 

If  the  time  which  hath  been  spent  in  com- 
posing this  work  had  been  employed  in  the  PinaXy 
I  durst  say  the  Pifuuv  was  finished;  for  I  had 
nothing  else  to  do,  and  was  free  from  all  avocations 
for  the  space  of  six  or  seven  years.  This  is  the 
character  I  can  give  of  our  old  friend. 

I  might  and  should  have  quarrelled  with 
him  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  should  have 
brought  him  in  a  bill :  but  I  did  not  do  it ;  and 
that  for  no  other  reason,  but  because  it  should  not 
be  construed  as  if  I  had  been  the  occasion  of  what 
hath  happened  now;  for  he  hath  given  himself  airs 
of  doing  great  things,  and  put  every  body,  especi- 
ally the  University,  in  great  expectation,  but  I  know 
him  but  too  well,  &c. 

You  will  excuse  my  freedom,  and  excuse  the 
trouble  of  reading  my  scrible. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

J.  J.  DILLENIUS. 
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LETTER  CXLVI. 
Dr.  J.  F.  Gronovius  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

LsYDXN,  July  22nd,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  exceeding  glad  with 
your  letter  of  the  20th  of  June.  Upon  the  receit  of 
it,  I  went  to  the  gardener,  Jacob  Haze,  who  told 
me  that  it  will  require  almost  three  weeks  before 
the  bulbous  roots  could  be  sent,  being  severall  of 
them  still  in  flower;  wherefore  I  shall  let  the 
roots,  &c.  at  van  Haze,  till  Mr.  Hudig  acquaint 
me  of  a  ship  going  to  Hull  after  three  weeks; 
where  about  I  have  wrote  to  him.  The  price  of 
a  Camphor-Tree  is  twenty-five  gilders^  which  is 
not  exceeding  the  money  you  set  for  them,  viz. 
two  guineas.  Haze  is  not  sure  wether  he  hath  a 
good  one  or  not ;  but  to-morrow  he  will  cut  all  the 
young  ones  from  the  old  tree ;  and  so  in  eight  days 
we  can  see  that  they  have  made  good  roots,  when 
I  shall  send  them  to  you,  being  well  provided  not 
to  get  any  hardship  at  sea.  Two  years  ago  I  sent 
one  to  my  Lord  Petrels,  which  came  over  in  a  very 
good  condition. 

It  is  very  strange  that  Dr.  Boerhaave  is  death 
in  England,  Switzerland,  and  French ;  which  is  a 
great  mistake.  A  month  ago  he  recovered  so  far 
from  his   distemper  that  he   could  walk   in  his 
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liouse  from  one  room  to  another;  and,  getting 
more  strength^  he  resolved  to  go  to  his  country 
house,  where  he  every  day  is  riding  in  a  Chaise- 
Romaine,  having  his  wife  with  him,  being  his  own 
coatchman.*  My  brother-in-law,  coming  last  Thurs- 
day with  the  boat  from  Haerlem,  met  him  riding 
in  his  chaise  about  the  half  way,  where  the  boats 
stop  commonly  for  a  few  minutes.  Since  that  time 
my  own  brother  met  him  at  Warmond,  and  spoke 
to  him.  He  looks  so  well,  that  a  stranger  could  not 
believe  he  hath  been  so  ill.  So  there  is  great  hope 
he  may  do  service  again,  after  vacance. 

The  public  garden  is  enlarged  to  the  ramparts 
of  this  town,  so  that  she  is  more  as  twice  larger ; 
but  for  what  use  I  can't  say,  except  it  may  be  for 
the  pleasure  of  the  Professor.  No  body  is  permitted 
to  come  in  the  new  garden ;  and  this  is  all  what  I 
can  say  about  this  garden.     Dr.  Van  Royen^  hath 

'  Only  two  months  after  this  was  written,  Boerhaave  did  really 
die.  He  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St  Peter,  at  Leyden,  where  also 
repose  the  ashes  of  Camper,  Meermao,  Clusius,  and  Scaiiger.  Tlie 
following,  which  is  the  only  inscription  to  his  memory,  I  copied  on  the 
29th  of  August  last  year,  (1838),  from  his  monument — a  white  marble 
um,  on  a  black  pedestal  of  the  same  material,  with  his  portrait : — 

"  Salutifbbo  BoERHAAvn  Gbnio 

Sacrum. 

Nat.  D.  88  Dec.  1688. 

Denat.  23  Sep.  1788.^ 

*  Dr.  Adrian  Van  Royen,  who  has  already  been  mentioned  in 
a  Note,  p.  829,  succeeded  Boeiiiaave  in  the  management  of  the  Lej'den 
Garden,  and,  notwithstanding  what  is  here  said,  contributed  greatly  to 
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not  much  correspondence, to  get  new  plants — ^I  don't 
doubt  you  have  heard  the  great  increasing  of  study 
in  Botany  in  these  three  years,  by  Dr.  Linnteus, 
whose  methode  I  like  very  much.  That  man  hath 
worked  prodigiously.  Dr.  Lawson  and  I  were  the 
first  that  kept  him  here,  and  came  so  far  that,  seeing 
his  Tables,  we  resolved  to  print  them  at  our  own 
expense :  these  being  printed,  we  gave  liim  over 
to  Mr.  CliflFort,  to  make  a  Catalogue  of  his  garden, 
"  juxta  methodum  sexualem,"  which  is  now  printed, 
but  not  yet  distributed,  in  folio,  containing  five 
hundred  pages,  and  about  forty  exceeding  curious 
plates,  in  folio.  I  assure  you,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
curious  books  that  ever  was  printed.'  But  it  is  strange 

its  increase.  He  published,  in  1740,  a  FlarcB  Leidensis  Prodromus, 
exhibena  Plantas  qum  in  Horto  Academico  Lugduwhbatavo  aluntur; 
an  8vo.  volume,  which  for  some  time  had  considerable  popularity,  very 
much  in  consequence  of  the  plants  being  arranged  according  to  a  new 
method,  different  from  the  Linnaean,  and  more  natural. 

^  Tile  HortU8  Ciiffortianus,  by  far  the  most  splendid  of  all 
LinnKus'  publications,  was  justly  styled  by  Gesner,  in  a  letter  to  Haller, 
**opus  sane  egregium  et  acerrimi  judicii,quo  difficulter  botanicus  carebit." 
— It  were  easy  to  multiply  eulogies  of  a  work,  that  has  never  been  men- 
tioned without  praise.  To  me,  it  is  peculiarly  delightful  on  account 
of  the  preliminary  matter,  which  is  admirable.  Many,  many  years  ago, 
my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Mathias,  urged  me  to  print  a  small  volume, 
containing  a  selection  of  the  most  striking  passages  in  the  writings  of 
Linnaeus,  to  make  his  extraordinary  powers  of  mind  and  diction  better 
known  to  the  general  reader.  Were  I  ever  to  do  so,  I  know  nothing  I 
should  take  in  preference  to  the  beginning  of  the  Dedication  of  thbwork. 
It  deserves  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of  his  remarks  on  the  Laplanders, 
subjoined  to  the  description  of  Betula  nana  in  tlie  Flora  Lappomca; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  no  higher  compliment  could  be  paid  it. 
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that  Mr.  CliflFort,  who  prints  it  at  his  own  expense, 
will  not  sell  one  copye;  but  is  resolved  only  to  make 
presents  of  it,  or  changing  for  other  curiositys.  He 
is  a  great  lover  of  petrifyings ;  wherefore  I  think,  if 
you  could  get  some  petrifyings  with  their  names, 
I  could  oblige  him  to  make  you  a  present  of  a 
copye  of  his  book,  and  of  his  Viridarium.  Most  all 
of  my  new  plants  from  the  Virginias  are  curiously 
described  there,  which  were  formerly  under  very 
bad  names  in  Ray,  Plukenet,  &c.;  and  you  shall 
see  there  a  genus  with  the  name  of  your  father, 
Richardia.*  Besides,  Linnaeus  hath  printed  Cha- 
racteres  Generum  and  a  CoroUarium  to  it,  Critica 
Botanica,  Metkodtis  SeamnliSy  Flora  Lappanicay 
Classes  Plantarum^  and  Artedii  Ichthyologia :  all 
which  books  are  of  a  g^eat  learning.  Last  winter 
we  had  an  exceeding  fine  clubb  every  Saturday, 
with  Lawson,  Van  Swieten,  and  some  other  gentle- 
men,^ being  Linnaeus  our  president :  we  examined 
one  time  the  minerals,  another  day  flowers  of  plants, 

^  See  the  Prtface  to  this  volume. 
*  Hie  Members  of  this  Club,  besides  those  here  enumerated, 
were,  according  to  Linnaeus*  Diary ^  "  Lieberkuhn,  a  Prussian,  having 
in  his  possession  imcomparable  microscopes ;  Johan  Kramer,  a  German, 
who  possessed  a  wonderful  talent  of  remembering  every  thing  that  was 
read  to  him,  and  who  had  been  a  student  in  all  the  Acuities ;  and 
Johan  Bartsch,  a  genteel,  handsome,  ingenious,  and  well-behaved  young 
man." — Tliey  assembled  at  one  another^s  houses ;  and  the  person  at 
whose  house  they  met,  was  required  to  demonstrate  something  in  his  own 
line  of  pursuit :  Gronovius  in  Botany ;  Van  Swieten  in  Praxis  Medico ; 
Linneus  in  Natural  History ;  Lawson  in  History  and  Antiquities ; 
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and  so  insects  and  fishes.  We  are  now  come  so 
far^  that  by  his  Tables  we  could  tell  this  fish^  plant, 
or  minerall  belongs  to  such  a  genus ;  and  so  we 
come  to  the  species,  however  no  one  of  us  hath 
seen  it  before.  I  thinke  these  Tables  are  of  such  a 
great  use,  that  one  should  be  blamed  who  hath 
them  not  hanging  in  his  room  as  a  '^Tabula  Geogra- 
phica."  Boerhaave  esteemed  all  these  books  very 
much  ;  and  he  divert  himself  every  day  with  them. 
If  there  are  amongst  them  any  which  you  want,  you 
can  let  me  know  it  by  the  first  poste. 

Albinus*  de  Musculis  et  Vasis  IntestinorumHomi- 
nis,  you  shall  see  with  the  roots :  besides,  he  hath 
printed  since  a  small  piece  with  colours,  which  I  shall 
send  besides.  His  Eustachius  is  in  the  same  condi- 
tion as  it  was  when  your  son  left  Leyden.  The 
second  volume  of  Swammerdam  is  not  yet  printed ; 
but,  as  for  the  paper  of  subscription,  it  will  be 
necessary  your  son  should  send  it.  However, 
when  it  is  finished,  I  do  my  utmost  to  get  it ;  but 
I  wish  to  know  whether  you  have  the  first  volume 
or  not.  The  copper-plate  of  Boerhaave  you  shall 
get  with  the  roots,  and  further  answer  upon  your 

Lieberkuhn  in  Microscopies ;  Kramer  in  Chemistry ;  and  Bartsch  in 
Physics." — Kramer  appears  afterwards  to  have  behaved  but  shabbily  to 
Gronoviiis,  who/in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Richardson,  dated  June  2nd,  1739, 
and  not  here  selected  for  publication,  complains,  that  after  he,  and 
Van  Svieten,  and  Lawson  had  been  making  experiments  on  Minerals, 
under  the  directions  of  Kramer,  the  latter  robbed  them  of  their  obser- 
vations, and  sent  them  to  the  press. 

b2 
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letter ;  when  I  also  shall  write  at  large  about  Law- 
son,  who  is  now  at  Saxony. 

Burmann,  at  Amsterdam,  hath  printed  a  ITie- 
saurus  Plantarum  CeyUmensium,  with  very  good 
plates^  and  four  Decades  Plantarum  Africanarun^ 
in  quarto;  but  the  Thesaurus  is  extravagant,  viz. 
sixteen  gilders.® 

If  there  is  any  more  at  your  orders,  you  may 
send  me  a  letter  by  poste,  before  I  send  the  roots 
to  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GRONOVIUS. 


LETTER  CXLVII. 
Dr,  Gronovius  to  Dr.  Richardson, 

Letden,  July  29th,  1738. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  my  last  letter  I  promised  to  write 
to  you  about  Lawson,  and  to  answer  to  the  rest  of 
your  desires. 

When  the  second  Table  of  the  Systema  was 
printed,  viz.  about  plants,  we  went  to  examine  all 
flowers  which  we  could  get,  finding  it  a  very  easy 
way,  by  the  "  numerus  staminum,"  to  find  out  the 

^  About  twenty*iix  ihillings. 
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classes.  This  way  charmed  us  so  much^  that  we 
were  desirous  by  such  a  way  to  know  the  characters 
of  stones  ;  and  then  we  came  to  the  animals. 

It  was  not  enough  to  have  these  names^  but 
we  endeavoured  to  have  the  specimens  herself,  and 
examine  them  by  the  fire.  For  that  reason,  our 
club  turn  in  the  regnum  of  Vulcanus,  where  we 
went  through  all  the  "processes  Docimasticos/' 
continuing  a  whole  winter  round.  This  finished,  our 
Docimasta  was  so  kind  to  cheer  us,  giving  my  own 
writings  to  Professor  Gaubius,  who  went  on  finely 
to  print  them,  without  I  did  know  any  thing  of  it. 
But,  however,  I  stopt  it :  nothing  the  less,  our  Doct- 
masta  went  to  work,  and  is  still  continuing  with 
printing  it.  I  assure  you  this  will  be  one  of  the 
best  books  in  that  nature. — Lawson  was  so  taking 
up  with  these  exercises,  that  he  resolved  to  left 
his  Colleges,  took  his  degree,  and  took  a  master  to 
learn  the  High  Dutch  language,  in  which  he  became 
a  great  master,  and  spoke  it  as  a  German.  Last 
March  he  went  from  Norden  to  Osnabrugge,  where 
he  hath  an  only  companion  in  the  coach,  who, 
he  discovered,  was  a  servant  of  the  Hangman  at 
Haerlem.  Then  he  went  to  Clausthal,  the.  Sylva 
Hercynica^  and  Berlyn ;  having  got  a  fourthnight 
ago  his  last  letter  from  Pryberg  in  Saxony,  when  he 
was  not  sure  if  he  would  go  to  England  or  not. — It 
is  now  fifteen  years  ago,  that  I  have  given  a  com- 
mission to  a  merchant  at  Paris  to  send  me  the 

2b2 
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portrait  of  Mr.  Toumefort,  with  his  Grecian  habit 
and  Order  of  St.  Louis.  He,  and  many  other  ftiends, 
to  whom  I  have  given  the  same  commission,  could 
never  find  it ;  but  discovered  that  the  copper-plate 
was  in  hands  of  his  relations,  to  whom  I  writ  my- 
self for  half  a  dozen  plates,  which  I  get  at  last ; 
but  the  price  is  extravagant,  viz.  two-and-twenty 
stu)rvers  a-piece. 

I  have  inquired  again  about  the  Camphire- 
Tree.  There  are  five  young  ones,  but  still  adhering 
to  the  old  tree^  which  the  gardiner  shall  cut  off  at 
September;  and  then  it  will  appear,  after  eight 
days,  if  they  have  made  good  roots.  The  28th  of 
August  I  must  go  to  Seeland  at  Middleburg,  whence 
I  come  bak  about  the  20th  of  September ;  when  I 
shall  send  you  a  good  tree,  except  you  send  me 
contrary  orders. 

About  the  copper-plate  of  Boerhaave,  you 
must  know  that  Wandelaar  desired  the  Doctor  he 
would  be  at  leasure  to  spend  half  a  day  with  him, 
that  he  may  correct  the  old  plate,  which  he  did  so 
well,  that  Wandelaar  hath  got  a  great  reputation 
by  it ;  and  the  Doctor  took  the  plate  for  himself, 
being  every  one  obliged  to  get  the  print  of  it  at 
his  own  house,  except  two  or  three  booksellers. 
But,  besides,  the  painter,  de  Groot,  hath  made 
another  effigies  of  the  Doctor,  which  doth  not 
answer  att  all ;  wherefore  I  send  only  one  of 
them. 
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Few  weeks  ago  Dr.  Linnseus  hath  printed  his 
Classes  Plantaruniy  which  I  think  you  have  not  yet^ 
as  just  come  from  the  press. 

I  have  added  three  copyes  of  the  Systema 
Natur(By  besides  four  plates  of  the  Classes  of  Lin- 
nseus^  which  is  of  a  great  use,  to  have  an  idea  of 
all  his  classes.  I  don't  doubt  you  will  find  friends 
enough  to  dispose  of  it.  I  forgot,  in  my  foregoing 
letter,  to  tell  you  that,  besides  the  books  I  men- 
tioned, the  Doctor  hath  printed  a  Bihliotheca  and 
Fundamenta  Botanica :  the  price  of  it  is  about  one 
gylder,  eight  stuyvers. 

Amongst  the  books  of  Albinus  you  will  see  a 
new  one,  De  Colore  jEthiopum,  which  I  have  added : 
if  this,  or  other  books  which  I  send  you,  doth  not 
like  you,  send  them  freely  bak. 

In  the  new  garden  are  two  new  green-houses ; 
and  foundations  are  made  for  a  third  one. — ^You 
may  be  sure  I  shall  take  care  that,  when  there  are 
Catalogues  of  good  books,  you  shall  have  them  in 
time. — Professor  Fabricius*  dyed  yesterday.  No 
doubt  he  left  a  fine  library :  as  soon  the  Catalogue 
is  printed,  you  may  depend  you  shall  see  them. 

Dr.  Van  Swieten  giveth  his  humble  service  to 
you ;  and  he  is  obliged  for  Miller's  Appendix.  He 
hath  still  a  great  deal  of  practice.  My  brother  and 
Dr.  Van  Royen  giveth  all  their  humble  service. 

'  Francis  Fabricius,  Professor  of  Divinity,  and  author  of  many 
Theological  works. 
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A  year  ago  I  got  a  letter  from  Dr.  Johnston  at 
New  York,  who  seems  to  be  curious  about  plants, 
and  desired  I  should  send  him  Plukenet's  works. 

This  moment  I  got  a  letter  from  Dr.  Lawson, 
who  is  inclined  to  go  to  Schneeberg,  then  to  Tlier- 
mas-Carolinenses,  Praguam,  Viennam,  Angliam. 

Boerhaave  is  not  so  well  as  he  was  that  time 
when  I  writ  my  first  letter  to  you :  however,  he 
rides  every  day. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  about 
my  Hortus  Siccus :  there  are  some  of  the  Musci 
which  I  want.  Another  time  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  write  to  you  about  them. 

Van  Hasen  hath  collected  all  the  roots  which 
you  want.  At  the  end  of  his  account  you  see  a 
N.B.,  which  words  I  interpret  here. 

All  what  is  packed  in  sand  or  muscus,  must 
be  immediately  planted. 

The  Tulips  and  Hyacinths  in  September. 

Narcissi  in  November. 

Anemonae  and  Ranunculi  in  the  latter  end  of 
Januario. 

I  hope  you  will  find  all  these  things  may  well 
come  over.  Mr.  Hudig  writ  to  me  that,  in  eight 
days,  a  ship  will  be  ready;  wherefore  I  made  haste. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GRONOVIUS. 
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LETTER  CXLVIII. 
Dr.  Granovius  to  Dr.  Richardson. 

September  2ud,  1736. 

Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Hudig  acquainting  me  of  the  occa- 
sion of  a  ship  ready  to  go  to  Hull,  I  endeavour  to 
perform  your  orders  in  your  letter  of  the  22nd  of 
July.  Dr.  Boerhaave  is,  since  my  late  letter,  so 
well  recovered,  that  he  walks  every  day  in  his 
garden,  and  liketh  to  see  a  friend ;  being  the 
hydrops  and  all  other  inconveniences  are  quite 
gone.  Yea,  there  is  a  report  that  he  drinketh  wine, 
and  intends  to  give  Colleges  himself. 

You  see  here  a  Camfer-Tree,  the  best  I  could 
get ;  and  a  dousin  roots  of  the  Double  Tuberoses. 

The  Laurus  Aldini  is  not  to  be  got ;  but  Haze 
hath  put  in  somme  layers,  which,  if  maketh  roots, 
will  be  good  trees  the  next  year. 

You  see  here  the  rest  of  all  linnseus  his  work, 
wherein  you  will  see  a  great  deal  of  learning  and 
curious  observations,  though  most  of  your  "  lief- 
habbers*'  of  botany  doth  not  like  his  method,  and 
particularly  his  Critica.  But  the  reason  is,  that 
they  not  understand  him ;  particularly  some  of  his 
characters,  of  which  a  great  many  are  illustrated 
by  examples,  to  be  found  in  Hortus  Cliffortianus. 
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I  assure  you,  Sir,  that,  by  his  way  only,  I  could 
bring  severall  of  your  Virginia  plants  to  their  genera; 
which,  till  this  very  day,  could  not  be  determined 
to  a  Classis,  as  you  shall  see  in  the  Flora  VirginicQj 
which  will  go  to  the  press,  as  soon  as  the  Hortus 
Cliffortianus  is  published,  expecting  them  every- 
day. I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  persuade  Mr.  Clif- 
fort'  to  sell  some  copy  of  his  Hortus :  else  I  don't 
know  how  to  get  one,  except  that  way  I  write 
before. 

*  The  name  of  George  Cliffort,  the  rich  Dutch  Banker,  is  so  con- 
nected with  that  of  Linnaeus,  that  it  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  know 
some  part  of  the  history  of  tlieir  intercourse,  especially  as  given  in  the 
Diary  of  Linnarus  himself;  according  to  which,  their  first  acquaintance 
arose  from  Cliffort*s  accidc»n tally  meeting  Linnseus  at  the  house  of 
Burmann,  the  Professor  of  Botany  at  Amsterdam,  and  inviting  him  to 
go  and  see  his  magnificent  garden  at  Ilartekamp,  about  three  miles  from 
Haerlem.  Soon  after,  at  the  recommendation  of  Boerhaave,  Cliffbrt 
engaged  him  to  reside  there ;  and,  to  use  his  own  words,  "  with  him  he 
lived  like  a  Prince,  had  one  of  the  finest  gardens  in  the  world  under  his 
inspection,  obtained  permission  to  procure  all  the  plants  that  were 
wanted  for  the  garden,  and  such  books  as  were  not  to  be  found  in  the 
library,  and  of  course  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  he  could  wish  for  in 
his  Botanical  labours,  to  which  he  devoted  himself  day  and  night." 
During  this  residence,  he  printed  the  Flora  Lapponica,  and  various 
other  works,  as  well  as  the  Hortus  Cliffortianus;  and,  by  the  aid  of  his 
munificent  patron,  he  made  his  journey  to  England,  and  secured  the 
manuscripts  of  his  friend,  Artedi,  which  had  been  seized  by  his  landlord 
for  a  debt,  when  the  author  was  unfortunately  drowned  in  one  of  the 
canals  at  Amsterdam.  With  ClifFort  he  lived  two  years,  treated  by  him 
as  his  own  son,  and  receiving  from  him  a  handsome  salary',  I  believe  a 
ducat  a  day ;  besides  having  the  liberty  of  going  when  he  pleased  to  Ley- 
den  to  hear  Boerhaave,  and  having  always  a  coach  and  four  at  his  com- 
mand in  the  streets  of  Amsterdam,  with  numerous  other  advantages. 
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I  send  you  also  two  copyes  of  Albinus  de  Vasis 
Intestinorum  and  de  Cute ;  but  I  find  that^  in  the 
bookseller's  shop,  are  still  three  other  pieces  of 
that  kind,  of  which  I  send  you  each  a  copye.  If 
you  want  more,  I  can  send  them  with  the  second 
volume  of  Swammerdam,  which  I  hear  will  bee 
printed  in  a  month's  time.  These  pieces  with 
colours  grow  dearer  every  day:  I  don't  know  for 
what  reason.  Writing  these,  I  send  to  Van  der  Aa 
to  get  the  first  volume  of  Swammerdam.  He  is  so 
kind  to  send  me  the  second  too ;  with  a  httle  note, 
in  which  he  says  that,  however  they  don't  yet 
distribute  the  second  volume,  he,  notwithstanding, 
send  it  here  next,  and  made  his  excuse  that  the 
second  volume  is  grown  so  thick,  far  much  beside 
we  hath  thought,  which  is  eleven  gilders,  five  stuy- 
vers;  so  we  see  how  we  are  impos'd  by  subscriptions. 
I  send  you  his  own  paper,  and  his  quitance  for  the 
whole  work  of  Van  Swammerdam:  vid.  sixteen  gil- 
ders, five  stuyvers.    You  see  also  the  Thesaurus 

But  the  climate  of  Holland  would  not  allow  him  to  remain  in  the  country. 
— The  end  of  my  story  is  a  sad  one  :  ClilTort  became  a  bankrupt :  his 
library  and  collections  fell  into  other  hands ;  the  herbarium  into  those  of 
Gaubius ;  at  whose  decease,  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  for  a  sum  of  about  £25, — and  then  Hartekamp  also  was  sold. 
My  daughter  and  m}'self,  last  year,  (1833)  visited  this  splendid  mansion, 
now  in  the  possession  of  a  most  obliging  and  accomplished  lady,  Madame 
Brandt,  and  was  by  her  shown  the  grounds  and  gardens ;  where  nothing 
of  Linnaeus  or  Cliffbrt  remains,  except  the  Tulip-Tree  planted  by  the 
former,  which  few  travellers  visit  without  bringing  away  some  of  its 
leaves  as  relics.    "  The  Pilgrim  who  journeys  all  day,**  &c.  &c. 
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Zejflanicus ;  Artedii  Historia  Piscium  by  linnseus ; 
Linnm  Flora  Lappanica ;  Critica ;  Characteres ; 
Corollarium ;  and  Methodus  Sexualis ;  Bibliotheca 
and  Fundamenta  Botanica;  for  which  all  I  payd 
twenty-four  gilders.  These  books  of  linnseus  go 
very  well  oflF,  and  will  bee  scarce  in  a  short  time.  I 
beg  pardon  that  I  could  not  send  Burmanni  Decades, 
which  I  confess  is  my  own  fault,  having  quite  forgot 
it,  like  the  Commelin's  Planta  Rariores  et  Exotica. 
I  shall  remember  them  at  another  time.  Yerbeck 
doth  not  remember  any  thing  of  the  book  of  build- 
ings and  ruins  that  Mortier  printed.  I  intend  before 
winter  to  go  to  Amsterdam,  when  I  shall  enquire 
myself  about  it. 

You  see  here  Lawson's  Dissertation. — He  is 
come  yesterday  in  town,  and  intends  to  go  to- 
morrow with  the  sloop  to  England. 

The  executors  and  children  of  Seba  are  still  in 
great  controversy  one  with  another :  they  involved 
one  another  with  so  many  lawshuts,  that  I  believe 
that  book  will  never  come  out:  two  volumes  are 
come  out,  which  come  about  one  hundred  gilders 
or  a  little  more,  having  the  exact  price  fortget. 
The  first  volume  is  very  well  done ;  but,  when  I 
saw  the  second  volume,  I  immediately  sold  my 
subscription  paper  and  the  first  volume  for  a  du- 
cate  loss ;  being  very  glad  I  have  saved  at  least 
ninety  gilders,  or  there  about.  If  I  remember 
well,  the  price  of  a  coloured  one  would  come  to 
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five  hundred  gilders.  There  are  surely  severall 
fine  things  in  it,  but  everywhere  "  sunt  mala  mixta 
bonis."  There  are  severall  common  things  in  it, 
which  don't  deserve  to  be  named;  and  so  much 
lesser  they  should  be  brought  in  figure.  I  think, 
at  an  occasion  in  a  public  auction,  the  two  volumes, 
may  be  got  for  fifty  gilders. — I  have  not  been  at 
Seeland,  because,  few  days  before  I  should  go,  my 
son  got  the  meazels :  then  my  wife,  and  then  my 
daughter  and  maids;  I  only,  with  my  footman, 
being  free.  I  thank  God  this  storm  is  over.  There 
is  no  Catalogue  of  any  consequence ;  but  there  will 
bee  one  of  Van  der  Aa  and  that  of  Fabricius,  which 
I  shall  send  you  as  soon  they  are  printed. 

I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  executed  your  orders  ac- 
cording to  your  mind,  except  the  two  books,  which 
1  quite  fortgot,  for  which  I  beg  pardon. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOH.  FRED.  GRONOVIUS. 


LETTER  CXLIX. 

Dr.  DiUeniua  to 

OxoN.,  December  7th,  1738. 

Sir, 

Your  son,  Henry,  told  me  this  summer 

of  furzes  being  made  use  of  instead  of  tanners'  bark^ 
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don't  doubt  I  writ  to  you  that  Boerhaave  left  no 
legacy  to  the  University,  but  left  all  his  manu- 
scripts to  his  sister  Caw's  sons,  being  both  physi- 
cians at  the  Hague.  The  eldest  married  afterwards 
a  lady  of  no  good  character,  and  was  soon  obliged 
to  look  for  an  asylum,  videlicet,  Cuylemberg,  a  con- 
gregation of  theefs,  murderers,  sodomites,  never 
able  to  come  in  Holland.  Now,  all  his  goods  are 
confiscated  by  his  creditors ;  and,  if  the  legacy  of 
Boerhaave's  manuscripts  were  in  his  house  before 
he  went  off,  they  will  all  be  sold,  which,  as  soon  I 
hear,  you  shall  know  by  a  post-letter. — I  send  you 
hereby  notice,  that  I  have  send  to  Mr.  Hudig  a 
packet  with  the  Decades  of  Burmann.  Van  Royen 
hath  printed  his  Florae  Leydensis  Prodramum,  which 
is  really  a  very  good  book,  which  I  send  also ;  but, 
if  it  doth  not  like  you,  you  may  send  it  back.  I  am 
sorry  you  have  not  got  the  Hortus  Cliffortianus; 
because  you  will  see,  out  of  this  ProdromuSy  that 
the  said  Hortus  is  a  stander  for  the  *^  nomina  spe- 
cifica.'*  But  I  don  t  doubt,  by  getting  fossils,  Mr. 
Cliffort  will  make  a  present  of  it  to  you.*   You  may 

*  Cliffort  not  only  gave  away  this  book  very  UberaUy,  bat,  as 
appears  by  a  letter  from  Gronovius,  written  fomr  months  before  this, 
he  enabled  those  to  whom  he  did  not  present  it  to  provide  themselves 
with  it,  by  putting  "a  few  copies  into  the  hands  of  a  fellow,  who  sold 
them  for  twenty-eight  guilders  ten  stuyvers  each.*  It  is  now  of  great 
rarity  and  in  much  request :  when  I  was  in  Italy  in  1825,  repeated 
inquiries  were  made  of  me  by  the  Botanists  there,  as  to  the  possibility 
of  procuring  it  in  England. 
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depend  you  shall  see  the  Bibliotheca  Botanica^ 
Seffuerif  as  soon  it  is  printed.  It  is  three  year 
about,  that  Micheli  died.  I  have  now  made  up  a 
Catalogue  of  all  my  things  belonging  to  the  Reff^ 
num  Lapideum  of  the  Systema  Naturae  of  Linnaeus; 
brought  them  to  Classes,  Ordines,  and  Species;  and 
observed  the  same  laws  in  the  specific  names,  as 
Linnaeus  hath  prescribed  in  his  Critica  about  plants. 

I  beUeve,  when  you  was  in  Holland,  you  have 
heard  that  the  heirs  of  Mr.  De  Wilde,  at  Amster- 
dam, hath  a  mind  to  sell  that  gentleman's  collection ; 
consisting  in  a  collection  "  sine  pari'*  of  Roman  and 
Greek  coins  and  Si^na  Antiqua^  of  which  he  hath 
printed  in  his  life-time  two  or  three  volumes  in 
quarto.    These  things  will  all  be  sold  next  year. 

I  have  inquired  about  the  Italian  book  you 
want  information.  There  is  forty  year  ago  a  book 
printed  by  a  bookseller,  Overbeck,  whose  title  was 
Reliquiae  Ronue  Antiqtue,  in  folio  majori  :  the  price 
of  it  that  time  was  seventy  gilders ;  but  it  is  not 
to  be  got,  except  in  an  auction;  and  that  very 
seldom. 

You  must  observe  that,  in  Burmanni  Decades 

^  The  Bibliotheca  Botanica,  though  it  passed  through  tliree 
editions,  is  probably  now  less  known  than  auy  other  of  Linnaeus*  more 
important  works,  having  been  completely  eclipsed  by  Haller^s  more 
valuable  publication  of  the  same  name,  of  which  the  Biographer  of 
Linnseiis  does  not  scruple  to  assert,  with  equal  justice  and  candour,  that, 
"as  it  is  no  less  a  critical  than  a  typographical  history,  it  is  inestimable 
in  its  way." 
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four  plates  were  set  wrong ;  wherefore  I  have  to 
each  of  them  put  a  paper,  with  a  subscription 
where  they  must  stand. 

Dr.  Van  Swieten  is  printing  Boerhaave's  Col- 
lege Practicum. 

Mr.  La  C6urt/  who  hath  that  curious  garden 
near  this  town,  dyed  few  months  ago.  Two  year 
ago  he  hath  printed  his  observations  upon  gardens, 
and  trees,  and  flowers,  with  explanations  of  his 
stoves,  &c. :  a  large  book  in  quarto,  but  not  with 
his  name,  and  only  in  Dutch. 

Now,  dear  Sir, 
I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOH.  FRED.  GRONOVIUS. 


LETTER  CLI. 
Mr.  Wilson^  to  Dr,  RicJiardson. 

Le£D£8,  May  8th,  1740. 

Honoured  Sir, 

'Tis  two  years  since  you  honoured  me 
with  a  sight  of  your  valuable  library;  and  I  am  afraid 

'  He  has  already  been  mentioned  in  a  Note,  p.  329,  as  the  first 
cultivator  of  the  Double  Tuberose.  The  title  of  his  work  here  men- 
tioned is  Aenmerkingen  over  het  aenleggen  van  landhuizen,  lust' 
hoven,  planiagien^  etc. — It  has  fifteen  plates. 

'  Mr.  Wilson  was  an  industrious  and  skilful  Antiquary :  in 
1751,  on  his  admission  as  f.8.a,  he  was  entered  as  ''formerly  an 
eminent  bookseller  at  Leeds." — Nicole, 
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you  have  almost  forgot  me ;  but,  having  heard  you 
are  in  good  health,  by  my  kind  friend.  Dr.  Milner, 
I  make  bold  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  this,  to 
shew  you  the  reasons  why  I  cou'd  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  come  to  Byerley,  after  such  kind 
invitations  both  from  you  and  your  son,  the  last 
time  he  preach 'd  at  Leedes.  Since  I  was  at 
Byerley,  I  have  made  great  improvements  in  my 
account  of  our  English  historians,  and  have  copied 
over  Sir  Daniel  Fleming's  manuscript  Survey  of 
Cumberland  and  Westmoreland^  Sergeant  Fleet- 
wood's manuscript  History  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lan- 
caster with  its  Revenues,  Archbishop  Matthews' 
Diary,  Sir  Thomas  (afterwards  Lord)  Fairfax's  His- 
tory of  the  Civil  War  in  the  North  Parts,  and  the 
examinations  of  all  the  persons  concem'd  in  the 
plot  at  Farnley-Wood,  from  the  original ;  but,  what 
has  been  the  greatest  pleasure  to  me,  I  found  out 
a  nest  of  original  charters,  royal  grants,  &c.  which 
belonged  to  Kirkstall  Abbey,  and  have  copied  those 
that  are  perfect.  There  are  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  in  all ;  but  half  of  them  are  spoil'd  with 
lying  dormant,  I  presume  ever  since  the  dissolution. 
There  are  none  of  them  published  as  yet :  I  found 
two  abbots,  not  mention'd  by  Dugdale,  Stevens, 
Willis,  nor  any  other  printed  authors.  I  wrote  an 
account  of  them  to  Mr.  Willis;^  and  he  retum'd 

^  Browne  Willis,  Esq.,  the  celebrated  Antiquary,  author  of  the 
Notitia  Parliamentarian  History  of  Mitred  Abbies^  &c.  &c. 

2c 
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a  very  obliging  letter,  and  said  he  was  mightily 
pleased  I  had  made  such  a  discovery,  and  that 
he  was  very  much  indisposed,  and  was  afraid  he 
should  be  obliged  to  lay  aside  any  farther  pro- 
secution of  his  studies.  But,  he  further  told  me, 
if  health  permitted,  he  and  Mr.  Gale  intended  to 
take  a  tour  shortly  to  Durham,  and  he  wou'd  call 
to  see  me  at  Leedes.  The  last  Whitsun  HoUidays 
I  copied  over  Rossii  de  RegUma  Angl%4Bj  Heame^s 
Edition,  because  I  cou*d  not  procure  it  easily,  and 
several  other  things  too  numerous  to  insert.  How- 
ever, I  writ  almost  day  and  night  at  my  spare  hours, 
and  so  over  fatigued  myself;  which  brought  on  a  slow 
fever,  that  I  have  some  months  past  almost  despaired 
of  another  sight  of  your  Ubrary.  But  now  I  am 
pretty  well  recovered ;  and  I  hope  to  wait  upon  you 
at  Byerley,  and  obtain  a  further  favour  of  taking  a 
more  particular  account  of  your  uncle  Hopkinson*s 
manuscripts,'  and  some  other  choice  books  in  your 
library,  next  Whitsun  Week.  Your  relation,  who 
is  apprentice  to  Mr.  Ogle,  bookseller,  has  promised 
to  walk  over  with  me,  if  you  think  it  not  too  great 
an  inconvenience. 

Please,  my  humble  service  to  your  lady,  to 
whom  I  was  much  obUged  the  last  time  I  was  at 
Byerley,  for  her  many  civilities  in  shewing  me  her 

'  A  Catalogue  of  these  manuscripts,  which  fill  forty-one  volumes 
in  folio  and  quarto,  accompanied  by  a  detailed  account  of  their  con- 
tents, is  given  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Ethton-Hall  Library,  a  noble 
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son,  the  Doctor*s,  library,  as  she  was  pleas'd  to  say, 
which  favours  I  wish  I  cou'd  return.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  enlarge  my  acquaintance  in  your 
family,  the  next  time  I  come ;  for,  the  last  time, 
the  young  gentlemen  were  abroad. 

No  more,  dear  Sir;  but,  asking  your  pardon 
for  this  tedious  scribble, 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THO.  WILSON. 


LETTER  CLIL 
Dr,  Dillenim  to  Mr,  R,  Richardson} 

OxoK..  October  14th,  1741. 

Sir, 

I  received  your*s  of  July  5th  in  due  time, 

and  give  you  many  thanks  for  the  inclosed  ring. 

and  a  peimanent  monument  of  the  love  for  the  arts,  for  science,  and 
for  literature,  as  well  as  of  the  taste  and  liberality  of  the  present  pos- 
sessor, Miss  Richardson  Currer. — "John  Hopkinson,  Esq.  of  Lofthouse, 
near  Leeds,*  as  there  stated,  ^  attended  Sir  William  Dugdale'  in  his 
visitation  of  the  County  of  York,  as  his  Secretary.  His  manuscripts 
contain  many  transcripts  of  Sir  WiUiam*s  with  additions ;  and  they  are 
still  further  enlarged  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson  of  Leeds,  a  relation  of 
Thoresby,  the  Antiquary;  and  in  Thoresby's  Diary  they  are  more 
than  once  alluded  to.** 

'  This  and  all  the  succeeding  letters  in  this  volume,  arc  addressed 
to  Mr.  Richard  Richardson,  the  son  and  the  heir  of  the  fortune  and 
name  of  Dr.  Richardson,  who  had  died  in  the  early  part  of  1741. 

2c2 
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I  would  have  wish'd  your  father  had  lived  a  few- 
years  more^  and  I  flatter  meself  to  have  had  his 
approbation  of  the  work  in  hands,  viz.  the  History  of 
Mosses^  in  which  he  was  so  eminently  skilled.  The 
copy  being  much  interlined,  and  having  many  ad- 
ditions in  some  places,  I  find  meself  mistaken  in 
the  number  of  sheets,  of  which  there  is  allready 
sixty-one  printed  off,  and  I  compute  that  there  will^ 
be  a  dozen  sheets  at  least  more.  The  plates  are  all 
printed  off:  towards  Christmas  at  furthest  it  will 
be  finished  and  delivered  here,  and  in  London  by 
Mr.  Manby  on  Ludgate-Hill,  which  you  will  please 
to  give  Sir  John  Kay  and  Dr.  Stanhope  notice  of. 

I  have  inclosed  a  list  of  plants  which  we  have 
lost:  if  there  be  any  of  these  in  yoiu"  collection, 
you  will  oblige  me  if  you  will  sent  cuttings  of  them 
next  season ;  and  you  may  be  assured  to  have  any 
you  shall  want,  that  we  have. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  serv*, 

J.  J.  DILLENIUS. 
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LETTER  CLIIL 

Mr.  Peter  CoUinson  *  to  Mr,  R,  Richardson. 

London,  August  12th,  1742. 

The  Lauras  Indica,  Aldiniy  is  no  where  to  be 
sold:  the  seeds  of  it  were  sent  to  Mr.  Brewer  fresh, 
but  they  have  not  come  up. 

You  are  not  alone  in  lamenting  the  death  of 
Lord  Petre.  I  never  was  more  affected;  not  only  as 
my  friend  and  my  brother,  (so  near  he  was  to  me, 
and  I  have  much  reason  to  believe  there  was  no 
love  lost  betwixt  us,)  but  for  the  loss  his  family 
and  his  country  will  sustain.  He  was  the  Phenix 
of  this  age,  who  spared  no  pains  in  his  building, 

'  This  letter,  though  bearing  a  date  at  the  beginning  and  a  signi- 
ture  at  the  close,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  perfect ;  and  neither  it 
nor  the  following  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  CoUinson,  any  more 
than  what  professes  to  be  a  fragment  of  a  third,  also  preserved  in  this 
Correspondence. — Mr.  CoUinson,  who  was  bom  in  1694,  and  lived  to 
the  age  of  seventy-four,  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  Naturalists 
of  the  time,  and,  though  he  has  left  us  no  publications  on  the  subject,  was, 
notwithstanding,  one  of  the  most  useful.  He  was  the  friend  of  Derham, 
Woodward,  Dale,  Lloyd,  and  Sloane,  as  well  of  Linnseus,  with  whom 
he  became  acquainted  during  his  residence  in  England.  He  also 
maintained  an  extensive  correspondence  with  distant  parts  of  the 
world ;  and  it  is  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  the  introduction  of  several 
of  the  principal  ornaments  of  our  shrubberies  and  gardens.  The  letters 
here  selected  bear  most  honourable  testimony  to  his  regard  for  Lord 
Petre.  The  same  regard  he  continued  to  his  Lordship*s  descendants,  at 
the  residence  of  one  of  whom  he  died. 
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gardening,  farming,  nurserys,  stoves,  to  add  new 
improvements  and  useful  experiments  for  the  benefit 
of  his  country.  Oh !  what  will  now  become  of  his 
collections? — I  can  say  no  more:  I  am  so  dispirited; 
but  it  was  the  will  of  God ;  and  we  must  submit ; 
but  never  man  dyed  more  regretted !  How  did  I 
pray,  and  carp,  and  care  to  get  every  thing  for 
him;  because  I  saw  every  the  least  thing  taken 
care  of,  and  carried  on  to  perfection;  but,  as 
Solomon  says,  '^  I  find  all  things  here  below,  are 
vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit." 

At  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  there  is  a  great 
collection  of  hardy  American  plants  and  flowers: 
the  Catalpa  flower'd  wonderfully  this  year. 

Mr.  Gordon^  has  also  had  flower  Obeliscotheca^ 
with  a  red  flower :  he  is  the  only  gardener  now  left 

^  I  believe  thb  to  be  the  same  James  Gordon,  after  whonii  Ellis, 
in  1770,  gave  the  name  of  GordoniaLasianthus  to 'vhat  is  commonly 
known  in  England  under  the  appellation  of  the  Loblolfy  Bay, — Upon 
this  subject.  Sir  James  Smith  has  preserved  a  letter  from  Ellis  to  Lin- 
naeust  (Linnaan  Correspondence^  i.  p.  252)  dated  December  28th  of 
that  year,  in  which  he  sa^-s, "  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  oblige  you  in  changing 
the  name  of  Gordonia  to  Lasianthus:  as  it  has  been  presented  to  the 
Royal  Society,  and  my  worthy  friend,  James  Gordon,  has  accepted  this 
compliment  from  me ;  but  I  shall  retain  the  trivial  name  of  Lananihus. 
For  my  part  I  do  not  know  a  greater  proficient  in  the  knowledge  of 
plants,  particularly  their  culture,  nor  so  warm  a  friend  of  your*s ;  for  he 
always  toasts  your  healtli,  as  the  Kin^  qf  Botany,  by  the  name  of  my 
Lord  LiwuBug;  and  that  before  he  drinks  the  King's  health.  Hb  son 
luB  your  books  in  his  liands  oftener  than  the  Bible,  and  is  now  assisting 
a  person  here  in  translating  your  Genera  into  English." 

^  Rudbeckia  hirta,  Z. 
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that  has  a  good  stove ;  but^  now  Lord  Petre  is  gone, 
I  am  a£Fraid  all  stove  plants  will  go  down :  my  hopes 
are  in  Mr.  Blackburn.  In  your  next  pray  tell  me 
how  to  direct  to  him.  But  VU  tell  you  a  curiosity 
that  I  saw  at  Captain  Goff  *s^  an  East-India  Director^ 
the  true  Tea-Tree^  in  great  health.  It  was  brought 
two  or  three  years  ago  a  present  from  China  to  his 
wife :  it  is  an  ever-green^  and  is  housed  with  the 
Orange  Trees ;  for  it  grows  on  the  more  northerly 
parts  of  China  and  Japan,  about  the  latitude  of 
forty  degrees  north. — ^There  I  saw  also,  in  three 
ponds  in  his  paddock^  the  so  famous  gold  and  silver 
fish,  and  the  scarlet  fish,  and  another  sort,  which 
all  endure  the  cold  of  our  winter  without  any  detri- 
ment. There  was  also  fine  spotted  Bengali  deer, 
which  did  not  endure  the  hard  winter's  cold  so 
well  as  the  fish,  and  two  sorts  of  beautifull  China 
pheasants ;  and  we  have  had  a  third  sort  different 
from  them  come  over  last  year. 

P.  COLLINSON. 

^  According  to  Miller,  the  TeihTree  was  not  imported  into 
England  before  1768. 
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LETTER  CLIV. 

Mr.  Peter  CoUinson  to  Mr,  R,  Richardson. 

Thoendon,  April  4th,  1746. 

My  dbar  Sir, 

I  was  agreeably  surprised  with  your's : 
it  seem*d  to  mee  as  if  one  spoke  to  mee  that  was 
risen  from  the  dead ;  for  I  really  thought  you  so : 
all  letters  from  my  friends  told  mee  it  was  impos- 
sible you  could  hold  out ;  but,  since  I  find  it  other- 
wise, accept  of  such  intelligences  that  I  can  give 
you.  As  I  am  on  a  visit  to  Lady  Petre's,  I  there 
have  leasure  to  answer  your's.  Since  our  dear  lord's 
death,  my  lady  is  so  repectfuU  to  his  memory  that 
the  stoves  and  nurserys  are  kept  in  good  order; 
but,  as  there  was  great  numbers  of  a  sort,  so 
abundance  has  been  sold  and  disposed  of;  and 
yet  there  is  not  such  a  collection  in  England,  ex- 
cept Oxford  or  Chelsea ;  but  yet  there  is  a  great 
many  plants  that  they  have  not.  The  great  stove 
is  the  most  extraordinary  sight  in  the  world.  All 
the  plants  are  of  such  magnitude ;  and  the  novelty 
of  the  appearance  strikes  every  one  with  pleasure. 
The  Trellices  all  round  are  cover'd  with  all  species 
of  Passion-Flowers,  which  run  up  near  thirty  feet 
high :  the  creeping,  great-flowering  Cereus  blows 
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annually^  with  such  quantities  of  flowers  that  sur- 
prises every  one  with  their  beauty,  and  at  the 
same  time  perfume  the  house  with  their  scent. 
There  is  variety  of  Cereus  that  have  carried  up 
their  perpendicular  heads  to  the  very  top ;  Papaws, 
both  male  and  female;  Guavas;  Plantains;  several 
sorts  of  Palms ;  Dragon-Trees ;  Fictis  Malabaricus; 
Rosa  Chinensis;  Acacias;  Bamboos;  besides  a  great 
variety  of  species  raised  from  New-Spain  seeds, 
that  I  don't  know.  Many  have  flowered  and  fruited: 
the  Papaws  hang  now  full  of  fruit  and  blossome ; 
and  there  is  a  most  delightfiill  show  of  several  sorts 
of  white  Lilio-Narcissi,  now  in  flower. 

The  lesser  stove,  sixty  feet  long  and  twenty 
wide,  is  full  of  a  vast  variety  of  all  species  of  tender 
Exotics ;  and  the  nursery  abounds  with  rare,  hardy 
Exotics,  a  great  variety  of  Pines  from  North  America 
not  found  in  our  gardens.  Red  Cedars  and  White 
Cedars.  The  great  Magnolia  and  the  small  Magnolia 
flower  every  year  in  great  plenty,  Sassafras,  Sweet 
Gum  or  Liquid-Amber  Trees,  Yew-leafed  Firr,  Balm 
of  Gilead  and  Spruce-Firrs  from  New  England  and 
Newfoundland;  with  a  great  variety  of  all  other 
hardy  American  Trees  and  Shrubs,  in  plenty. 

To  see  his  plantations  now  arrived  to  such 
perfection,  the  variety  is  so  great  that  one  would 
think  one's  self  transported  to  some  other  country; 
American  and  European  productions  are  so  blended 
together. 
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The  only  man  that  makes  a  figure  in  raiseing 
plants  for  sale  is  Mr.  Gordon,  at  Mile-End,  on  the 
Essex  Road.  He  has  a  peculiar  skill  and  fortune  in 
raiseing  a  great  variety  of  rare  hardy  Exotic  Seeds, 
both  from  America  and  Europe :  I  have  not  spared 
to  assist  him. — His  great  love  and  care  gives  me 
pleasure  of  mind  in  doing  it ;  because  I  don^t  see 
what  I  have  procured  with  some  pains  and  success 
thrown  away.  If,  please  God,  I  live  and  he  Kves, 
our  gardens  will  have  more  curious  plants  in  them 
than  ever.  I  know,  my  dear  friend,  that  this  must 
rejoice  you,  and  give  you  some  comfort,  to  find  your 
favourite  amusement  not  deserted. — I  will  accept 
of  your  kind  offer  of  Heliantkemums,  &c.  I  wish 
you  comfort  under  your  bodyly  weakness  and  a 
serene  mind,  and  am,  with  much  respect, 

Your*s, 

P.  OOLLINSON. 


LETTER  CLV. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  R.  Eicharthon. 

Lebdbb,  19th  December,  1747. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  send  your  copy  of  Dr.  Burton*s 
manuscript  :^  the  numbers  are  the  same  with  those 

'  '<  An  account  of  all  the  Charters,  Patents,  and  Escheat-- 
Rolls,  in  the  Archives  of  the  Tower  of  London ;  collecUd  by  John 
Burton,  M,D.  1746 ;  with  compleat  Indexes  of  Persons  and  Places, 
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writ  upon  the  original  charters,  &c.:  the  copy  is 
valuable  upon  many  respects  to  such  as  delight  in 
antiquities. 

But  your  copy  of  Damesdajf^  is  the  principal 
flower  you  are  yet  master  of;  and  I  am  perswaded 
you  think  so.  I  beg  you  will  keep  it  to  your  self, 
and  not  suffer  it  to  be  lent  out  of  your  hands  so 
long  that  it  may  be  again  transcribed ;  for  in  it  I 
rectified  several  mistakes  that  I  discovered  in  my 
own  copy,  and  can  justly  say  it  is  the  best  copy  of 
that  noble  record.    I  believe  there  are  not  half  a 

Transcribed  by  T.  Wilson,  mdccxlvil  Tliis  forms  a  folio  volume 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  pages,  and  includes  those  documents  only 
which  relate  to  the  Diocese  of  York.  Mr.  Wilson  is  alluded  to  by 
Dr.  Whitaker»  in  his  History  of  Leeds,  as  annotating  a  copy  of 
Hioresby's  Ducaius  Leoden$is,  then  in  the  possession  of  Sir  M.  M. 
Sykes.** — Catalogue  of  the  Eshton-Hall  Library,  p.  4d6. 

^  **  Liber  Judicaris,  or  Doomsday  Book  for  the  County  of 
York,  (beautifully)  transcribed  by  Thomas  Wilson  ofLeedes,  1747; 
with  notes  ejctracted  from  copies  in  the  hands  of  Dr*  Brooke,  of 
Field  Head,  and  Mr,  Franks  of  Pontefract,  in  1745.    Folio." 

Besides  the  manuscripts  here  mentioned,  there  is  also  in  the 
Eshton-Hall  Library  the  foUowing,  likewise  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Wilson 
— **  Adversaria ;  containing,  ColUctiones  ad  Historiamfamosissimi 
Coenobii  Glastomensis  eoncimumdam;  of  Si*  Dunstan;  Writers  of 
the  Life  of  Thomas  d  Beckets  of  the  Time  of  the  Coming  m  of  the 
Saxons,  and  of  their  Conquests  in  Britain  ;  de  Studiis  Britanmcis: 
Chronological  Series  qf  the  British  Kings  before  the  Roman  L^ 
vasions  Index  Memorabilium  BritannuB  ante  Casarem;  Saxon 
Annals  ;  Orders  and  Bules  to  be  practised  by  the  Monks  and  Nuns 
of  England,  translated  out  qf  Saxon  and  Latin;  Greek  Vocabutary: 
Saxon  and  English  Dictionary,  Folio.**—  Catalogue  of  the  Eshton^ 
Hall  Library,  p.  4d6,  437. 
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dozen  copies  of  it  in  the  world.  I  won't  copy  it 
again^  for  the  best  friend  I  have,  under  ten  guineas 
a  copy,  to  preserve  its  rarity. 

To  make  you  easy  about  the  charge  of  both 
my  copies ;  the  paper  and  half-binding  cost  me  ten 
shillings,  which,  with  the  writing,  are  worth  ten 
guineas  in  old  books,  or  eight  guineas  in  money. 
But,  as  I  always  deal  freely  with  my  friends,  as 
you  have  a  large  number  of  books  which  I  presume 
arc  of  no  use  to  you,  please  to  send  me  a  Catalogue 
priced  of  such  as  you  wou'd  part  with,  and  such  as 
are  saleable  in  a  country  bookseller's  shop ;  and  I 
will  pitch  upon  such  as  shall  advance  what  I  charge, 
which  will  be  as  acceptable  to  me  as  ready  money. 
If  you  have  got  Osborne's^  Catalogue,  published 
this  month,  it  will  inform  you  how  to  charge  the 
prices ;  and  I  shall  accept  of  such  so  charged.  But 
you  need  not  be  in  a  hurry  about  them. 

I  am  your*s  in  hast, 

T.  WILSON. 

^  Tom  Osborne,  now  best  known  as  **  the  bookseller  whom  Dr. 
Johnson  knocked  down  with  his  own  folio  Dictionary,^  was  in  his  day 
the  most  celebrated  man  in  the  trade.  His  Catalogues  are  objects  of 
extreme  curiosity.  I  do  not  mean  that  alone  of  the  Harleian  Library, 
which,  after  the  death  of  its  noble  Possessor,  fell  into  his  hands,  and, 
to  use  Dr.  Dibdin*s  words,  **  to  the  irreparable  loss,  and,  I  had  almost 
said,  the  indelible  disgrace  of  the  country  ;**  but,  I  would  be  understood 
as  including  the  whole  mass  of  them ;  and  they  are  very  numerous.  No 
where  do  we  meet  with  equal  information  respecting  the  prices  of  books 
at  that  time ;  and  we  shall  not  easily  find  more  amusement  in  any  publi- 
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LETTER  CLVI. 

Dr.  Rogers^  to  Mr,  R,  Richardson. 

Bolton,  March  19th,  1749. 

Sir, 

When  I  had  the  honour  to  wait  on  you 
at  Byerley  last  summer,  you  were  pleased  to  en- 
courage my  love  of  Botany  by  an  order  to  your 
gardener  to  send  me  some  plants  I  wanted.  I  left 
a  Catalogue  with  him,  but  suppose  the  improper 
season,  or  diflSculty  of  getting  a  convenient  carriage, 
prevented  him.  The  bearer  is  a  Philobotanist,  and 
has  a  Catalogue  of  what  I  want,  any  of  which  if  you 
can  spare  will  much  oblige  me.  Have  sent  you  my 
Defence  of  Boerhaave^s  Chemistry,  and  must  begg 
pardon  for  a  wrong  account  I  gave  you  of  Meursius's 
Denarius  Pjfthagoricus. — I  had  lately  been  reading 
Greaves*s  Account  of  the  Roman  Denaritts,  Attic 
Drachma,  8fc.  The  similitude  of  titles  confounded 
the  idea  of  the  works ;  Meursius's  being  an  account 

cations  of  the  kind,  than  in  his  quaint  notes  and  still  more  quaint  prefiices. 
Highly  curious  too,  in  the  same  point  of  view,  are  the  early  Catalogues 
of  Lackington,  over  which  I  remember  poring  five-and-forty  years  ago 
with  extreme  delight.  I  say  nothing  of  those  of  the  great  booksellers 
of  the  present  day ;  for  every  body  knows  them. 

^  A  Physician  at  Bolton :  he  published  An  Essay  on  Epidemic 
Diseases,  London,  1738,  8vo.;  besides  the  work  mentioned  in  tliis 
letter,  which  was  entitled.  Observations  on  the  Translation  and 
Abridgement  of  Boerhaave's  Chemistry, 
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of  some  metaphysical  opinions  the  Pythagoreans 
and  others  maintained  of  the  efficacy  of  certain 
numbers^  more  particularly  of  number  ten.  Tis 
from  this  book  the  Bishop  of  Cloyn  has  chiefly 
extracted  his  metaphysical  rhapsody  on  the  ro  iy 
and  number  three,  in  his  account  of  tarr-water. 
With  complements  to  all  your  worthy  family, 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obed*  humble  serv*, 

J.  ROGERS. 


1J71TER  CLVII. 

Mr,  Vander  Gncht^  to  Mr,  R.  Richardson, 

June  22nd,  1749. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  you  desired  to  know  when  I  met 
with  any  thing  fine,  I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint 
you  of  two  pictures.   One  of  Paul  Veronese  ;  it  is  a 

^  '*  This  intelligent  dealer  in  paintings,  prints,  and  other  curiosities, 
the  son  of  Michael,  and  brother  of  Jno.  Vander  Gucht,  both  eminent 
engravers,  died  18th  March,  1776  ;  and  his  collection  of  pictures  and 
bronzes  was  sold  by  auction  in  1 777.  His  wife,  by  whom  he  had  thirty 
children,  died  at  Paddington,  I8th  March,  1790,  in  her  eighty-eighth 
year." — Nichols. — There  are  preserved  in  this  collection  fourteen 
letters  from  Vander  Gucht,  a  few  of  which  only  I  have  selected,  by 
way  of  showing  the  history  of  some  of  the  paintings  at  Byerley,  a 
Catalogue  of  the  finest  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Literary  lihts^ 
trations,  i.  p.  241.     It  is  with  Mr.  Richardson  that  the  taste  for  the 
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Martyrdom  of  a  Saint :  there*8  eighteen  figures, 
besides  horses  and  small  figures  at  a  distance.  It 
is  painted  in  a  free  and  noble  stile^  and  every  part 
finely  made  out.  The  size  of  the  picture  is  two 
feet  five  inches  wide^  and  one  foot  nine  inches 
high,  which  I  think  would  make  a  good  companion 
to  your  Peter  Gorton,  if  the  size  is  pretty  near. 
The  other  is  a  Landskip  by  N.  Poussin :  there*s 
two  figures  with  some  cattle.  The  size  is  one  foot 
nine  inches  wide,  by  one  foot  four  inches  and 
three-quarters  high,  which,  I  believe,  is  near  the 
size  of  the  sketch  of  the  Bacchanal  you  had  of  me. 
The  price  of  the  Paul  Veronese  is  twenty  guineas ; 
the  Landskip  eight  guineas.  If  you  have  any  in- 
clination for  them  or  either,  be  pleased  to  let  me 
know,  the  first  opportunity.  Johnny  Green^  has 
seen  the  Paul  Veronese,  and  admires  it  much :  he 
is  pretty  well  again,  and  desires  to  be  remembered 

arts  seems  to  have  begun  in  the  family.  I  need  not  add  that  no  certain 
inference  can  be  drawn  as  to  the  real  value  of  pictures  just  one  hun- 
dred years  ago,  from  what  appears  in  these  letters.  Any  person  who 
has  attended  to  this  subject  must,  like  me,  have  more  than  once  seen 
paintings  of  the  highest  name  knocked  down  for  less  than  j620 — 
while  he  will  have  known  thousands  asked  for  others  that  did  not 
appear  to  have  higher  claim  to  originality. — It  must  not  be  supposed 
that  I  intend  any  invidious  allusion  to  the  Duchess  of  Bern's  collection, 
exhibited  this  spring  at  Christie's :  there  are  plenty  of  examples ! 

^  He  most  probably  alludes  to  the  engraver  of  tliat  name,  who 
flourbhed  about  this  time,  and  has  left  us  several  plates  of  landscapes 
and  views,  and  a  few  portraits.  He  for  some  time  engraved  the  Oxford 
Almanacks. 
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to  you. — Casteels  is  dead,^  and  has  left  Johnny  one 
of  his  executors,  with  a  legacy  of  only  ten  pounds  : 
which  is  all  the  news  I  can  send  you  at  present, 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  serv\ 

G.  VANDER  GUCHT. 


LETTER  CLVIII. 
Mr.  Knowltan  to  Mr,  R,  Richardson, 

July  18th,  1749. 

Dear  Sir, 

When  I  was  in  London,  I  saw  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  and  Drs.Mead,  Stack,  and  Mortimer,and  was 
very  frequently  with  them :  from  whom  I  receiv'd 
several  seeds  and  other  favours.  I  saw  likewise 
Messrs.  Catesby  and  Edwards,  who  has  materials 
for  a  third  volume  of  Birds,  Flies,  and  Animals,  &c. 

'  Peter  Casteels  had  died  the  16th  of  the  preceding  month, 
leaving  a  considerable  reputation  as  a  painter  of  flowers  and  birds,  in 
which  department  of  the  art  his  works  are  far  from  being  of  unfrequent 
occurrence.  At  the  same  time,  as  Lord  Orford  remarks,  they 
**  liavc  neither  the  boldness  and  relievo  of  a  master,  nor  the  finislied 
accuracy  that  in  so  many  Flemish  painters  almost  atones  for  want  of 
genius.** — He  was  a  native  of  Antwerp,  where  he  was  bom  in  1684 ; 
but  left  it  in  1708  to  come  with  Tillemans  to  England.  Besides  being 
a  painter,  he  etched  some  plates  of  birds,  and  finally  employed  himself 
in  designing  for  calico-printers. 
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but  poor  Mr.  Catesby's*  legs  swell,  and  he  looks 
badly.  Drs.  Mead  and  Stack  said  there  were  little 
hopes  of  him  long  on  this  side  the  grave.  He  spoke 
to  me  of  his  Appendir,  which  he  said  you  had  not 
got ;  therefore  desired  me  to  speak  to  you  about  it. 

'  During  the  time  that  I  have  been  amusing  myself  with  making 
selections  from,  and  annotations  on,  the  Richardson  CorrespandencCf 
the  very  fine  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Collinson,  of  the  Chantry, 
Ipswich,  has  been  dispersed  by  auction.  The  sale  took  place  21st  July, 
1634.  Ttie  library  was  principally  that  of  Peter  CoUinson,  Esq.;  and, 
among  other  works  of  high  price,  it  included  Catesby*s  Carolina,  in 
which  Mr.  Collinson  had  made  the  following  remarks  : — "  Mr.  Mark 
Catesby,  the  author  of  this  book,  was  bom  at  Sudbury  in  Suffolk. 
This  copy  of  this  noble  work  is  very  valuable ;  as  it  was  highly  finished 
by  the  ingenious  author,  who,  in  gratitude,  made  me  this  present 
for  the  considerable  sums  of  money  1  lent  him  without  interest, 
to  enable  him  to  publish  i^  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  fiunily : 
else,  through  necessity,  it  must  have  fiillen  a  prey  to  the  book- 
sellers."— Another  note,  also  in  Mr.  CoUinson's  handwriting,  says, 
"  On  Saturday  morning,  the  2drd  of  December,  1749,  died  at  his 
house  behind  St.  Luke's  Church,  in  Old  Street,  the  truly  honest, 
ingenious,  and  modest  Mr.  Mark  Catesby,  f.r.s.,  who,  after  travelling 
through  many  of  the  British  Dominions  on  the  Continent  and  in  the 
Islands  of  America,  in  order  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the 
customs  and  manners  of  the  natives,  and  to  collect  observations  on 
the  animals  and  vegetables,  which  he  there  veiy  exactly  delineated 
and  painted  on  the  spot,  with  these  materials  returned  to  England, 
and  compiled  a  most  magnificent  work,  entitled,  A  Natural  History 
of  Carolina,  with  two  hundred  and  thirty  copper-plates,  which  does 
great  honour  to  him  and  to  his  native  country,  and  perhaps  is  the 
most  curious  and  elegant  performance  of  the  kind  that  has  any  where 
appeared  in  Europe ;  wherein,  not  only  the  rare  beasts,  birds,  fishes, 
and  plants  were  drawn,  engraved,  and  exquisitely  coloured  after  the 
life,  from  the  original  paintings  by  his  own  hands,  but  he  has  also 
added  a  map,  and  a  general  hLstor\'  of  those  countries.     He  lived  to 

2  D 
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I  have  had  it  almost  two  years.  You'll  like  it  when 

you   see   it:   it  begins  a  new  page,  from  one  to 

twenty,  as  there  are  so  many  plates.     You'll  see 

the  proposals  which  I  happened  to  have  one  of,  and 

so  send  it  in  the  box  of  plants;  and,  if  you  please  to 

have  it,  FU  take  care  and  write  to  him  for  it,  as 

soon  as  possible  I  can. 

The  infinity  of  new  Trees,  Shrubs,  &c.  now  of 

late  introduced  by  him  into  the  gardens  from  North 

America,   fill   me  with   the   greatest  wonder  and 

astonishment  imaginable.  From  Dr.  Mead's  favour, 

I  have  rais'd  the  Azederack^  which  is  a  rare  and 

scarce  plant ;  as  I  have  several  others  :  I  am  much 

obliged  to  the  Doctor  s  great  good  nature  to  me  in 

many  particulars.     I  send  you  the  following  list  of 

plants,  which  I  hope  will  come  safe ;  and  when  you 

can  increase  the  others  below,  shall  be  glad  of  a 

part  of  them, 

Who  am.  Sir, 

1  our  obediant  humble  serv*, 

THO.  KNOWLTON. 

the  age  of  seventy,  well  known  to  and  much  esteemed  by  the  curious 
of  this  and  other  nations,  and  died  much  lamented  by  his  friends ; 
leaving  behind  him  two  children  and  a  widow,  who  has  a  few  copies  of 
this  noble  work  undisposed  of* — P.  Collinson,  F.JR,S,,  F.S.A,,  A.JR.S. 
StiecitB  Socius, — For  the  lovers  of  Bibliography,  it  may  be  well  to  add, 
that  this  precious  copy,  bound  in  Russia,  and  illustrated  with  twenty- 
two  original  drawings  by  George  Edwards,  Ehret,  and  Bartram,  was 
purchased  at  tlie  sale  by  a  London  bookseller  for  £15,  lOs,,  and  is 
now  well-placed  in  the  excellent  botanical  library  of  my  friend,  Aylmer 
Bourke  Lambert,  Esq. 

^  Melia  Azedarach,  L, 
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LETTER  CLIX. 

Mr.  Vander  Gucht  to  Mr.  R.  Richardson. 

September  9th,  1749. 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  been  out  of  town  ever  since 
I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  received  both  your  letters 
together,  on  Thursday  last,  when  I  came  home, 
which  is  the  reason  you  have  not  heard  from  me 
sooner. — ^The  Landskip  of  Nicola  is  near  the  size 
of  your  Mill6,  and  is  painted  in  his  best  manner, 
and  with  more  spirit  than  common. — There  are 
three  figures  in  the  fore-ground^  and  cattle ;  the 
figures  about  seven  inches  high.  At  a  little  dis- 
tance^ a  figure  on  horseback,  and  another  figure 
with  a  gun  on  his  shoulder:  the  figures  are  not 
highly  finished,  though  every  part  is  perfectly  made 
out,  and  in  a  noble  stile  of  drawing :  it  has  a  good 
French  frame ;  has  not  yet  been  seen  by  any  per- 
son whatever. — I  have  just  now  sent  it  to  be  lined. 
The  price  to  you  is  thirty-five  guineas ;  and  I  do 
assure  you  no  person  livings  besides^  shall  have  it 
under  fifty. — ^The  Annibal  Carracci  is  five  feet  high, 
and  three  feet  six  inches  wide,  exclusive  of  the 
frame.  The  subject  is  the  Virgin  sitting  in  the 
clouds^  with  the  Child  standing  in  her  lap ;  and  two 
angels^  one  on  each  side,  in  attitudes  of  adoration : 
beneath  these  are  two  boys  and  three  cherubim's 

2d2 
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heads ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  picture,  under  the 
clouds,  is  a  view  of  the  city  of  Bologna,  with  two 
small  figures  on  the  fore-ground.  It  is,  I  believe, 
the  best  picture  of  the  master  we  have  in  England ; 
but  I  must  likewise  inform  you  it  is  damaged  in 
several  places ;  therefore  would  not  by  any  means 
recommend  it  to  any  friend,  unless  he  could  see  it ; 
because  one  person  may  be  satisfied  with  it  as  it  is, 
and  another  would  have  it  put  in  as  good  order  as 
possible ;  and  ^ which  way  I  am  not  yet  determined. 
Tho*  several  persons  have  been  to  see,  I  would  not 
fix  any  price  as  yet.  I  have  bought  some  things, 
since  I  wrote  to  you,  which  I  will  give  an  account  of 
another  time,  being  at  present  much  engaged,  and 
having  just  time  to  let  you  know  how  much  I  wish 
you  health  and  happiness,  and  that, 

I  am  your  very  obliged  humble  serv*, 

G.  VANDER  GUCHT. 


LETTER  CLX. 
Mr,  KnawUcn  1o  Mr.  R,  Hichardmm. 

November  ISth,  1750. 

Dear  and  worthy  Sir, 

I  believe  I  am  debtor  to  you  for  a 
letter,  tho'  can't  tell  exactly ;  but  some  time  agoe 
I  dined  with  my  friend,  Mr.  Broadly,  who  told  me 
that  you  and  lady  was  all  well,  and  that  you  en- 
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quir*d  after  me^  &c.  I  have  maid  bold  to  addresse 
you  with  this,  hoping  to  find  you  all  well,  as  I  am 
now ;  tho*  our  friend,  Dr.  Drake,  is  but  very  indif- 
ferent. Thomas  Harline,  Esq.  took  him  home  with 
him  into  the  country,  as  thinking  the  air  might  doe 
him  some  good. 

The  6th  of  October,  I  had  a  kind  letter  from 
Richard  Warner,  Esq.  of  Woodfoot  Race,  who  has 
offered  me  the  fine  Bay^Leaved  Jagemin,  Miller  has 
figured.  It  last  summer  was  twelve-month  flowered 
for  the  first  time  in  his  stove,  where  it  was  brought 
to  him  by  Capt£un  Hutchison,  an  East-Indian  man. 
In  his  return  he  call'd  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
for  refreshments,  and  took  a  ride  out  into  the 
country  for  a  day's  journey;  and  in  his  way  was 
most  wonderfuU  surprised  by  a  fine  smell,  and 
looking,  round,  spied  a  large  double  white  flower 
which  it  come  from :  the  next  day  be  went  with 
two  sailors  and  a  box,  took  it  uj>  and  planted  it,  and 
brought  it  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Warner,  who  is  the 
onely  one  has  it ;  but  to  whome  he  communicated 
it.  And,  what  is'  wonderfuU,  the  Dutch  know  no- 
thing of  it ;  and  the  said  gentleman  has  maid  me 
an  offer  of  it,  and  any  plant  in  his  garden  duplicated 
arid  seeds^  whieh  I  might  have  had  down  directly, 
but  have  put  it  off  till  the  spring,  as  being  safer,  &c. 

Mr. Edwards'  Appendix  is  in  much  esteem;  and 
so  is  Mr.  Da  Costa's  book,  and  likewise  Mr.Borlace's 
Natural  History  of  Cornwall:  if  you  have  them  not, 
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and  se venty  feet  k>ng^  at  each  end  of  tliem :  all  now, 
I  say,  compleatly  finished  about  six  weeks  since ; 
and  is  the  greatest  in  its  kind  of  any  I  know^  unless 
Mr.  Salvili,  at  Crosedeal,  near  Durham ;  but  there 
is  three  or  four  times  more  fine  wals  fpr  vines^  &c. 
there. 

Pines  now  are  become  as  conmion  as  any  fruits; 
80,  what  will  be  next  ?  The  Mangosteen  and  Jacks, 
which  are  fine  fruits  ?  yett  I  doe  not  hear  of  any 
attempt,  bysides  the  late  Mr.  La  Cpurt  of  Leyden, 
has  been  made  by  any  since,  that  I,  at  lest,  know  of. 
Pray  how  dose  the  Lad^  Sliper  florish  with  you? 
and  how  dose  all  the  old  and  curiouse  plants  ?  For 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  they  are  in  being  with  you ; 
but  yett  I  dought  it ;  for,  if  neither  master  nor  mftn 
regard  them,  of  course  soon  all  will  be  at  an  end ; 
only  such  as  can't  easey  depart. 

You  see  what  a.  vein  of  humor  I  have  run  in, 
and  hope  you'l  excuse,  as  it  is  a  flowe  of  good 
nature;  and,  as  such,  hope  you'l  indulge  the  extra- 
vagant sally  of  the  pen. 

I  now  come  to  wish  you  health  and  all  you 
wish,  and  all  your  wants  and  wishes,  who  am,  with 
respect  and  esteem, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obediant  humble  servS 

THO.  KNOWLTON. 
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LETTER  CLXI. 
Afr,  f[nawUon  to  Mr.  R,  Richardson, 

March  8th,  175(K1. 

Dbar  Sir, 

I  come  now  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
hapye  alteration  you  have  made/  and  that  you  may 
long  live  to  enjoy  the  fruition  of  the  same. 

Mr.  W^  Van  Haren  of  Leyden  has  lately 
published  a  Catalogue  of  his  garden,  stove,  and 
green^house  plants ;  containing  near  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  sorts,  and  named,  after  Dr.  Boerhaave  and 
Van  Royen,  Flora  Leidensis.  There  is  very  near  a 
hundred  and  fifty  sorts,  stove  and  green-house 
plants,  in  it  that  we  have  not  in  the  English  gardens; 
besides  a  Catalogue  of  the  Cedro-oranges,  Lemons, 
and  Lemonattas^  ShadrackSyPomplins^to  the  number 
of  a.hundred  and  fifteen  sort3;  which  being  so  large 
a  coUection,  I  am  tempted  by  it  to  go  over  to  mak  a 
purchase  of  all  I  can*  Now,  if  you  have  a  mind  to 
be  a  promoter,  Fl  do  the  best  I  can  for  you ;  so 
should  be  glad  to  hear,  or  have  your  commands. 
I:  do  not  intend  to  move  that  way  till  the  latter  end 
of  April!,  Or  beginning  of  May :  besides^  there  is 
many  books  publisheKl  in  Botany  lately,  which  I 
wa^t  to  buy.  Mr.  Burry  of  Salford,  next  week,  will 

'  Allading  to  his  marriage,  which  had  taken  place  the  ISth  of 
tbe.piwcdinig  month. — Se«  Mgnmrvftke  BMusrdson  Fwmly. 
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send  me  the  Hemandia^  a  favoret  plant  of  mine  I 
have  long  desired  of  you,  but  could  not  propigate 
it:  he  do*s  them  by  cuttings,  which  I  am  shure 
will  do,  as  I  have  seen  before. — I  hope  your  stoves 
and  green-house  is  in  health,  as  all  mine  are.  I  ex- 
pect the  striped  pine-aple  plant  in  a  month's  time, 
as  finely  striped  as  my  Aloe,  which  I  brought  first 
into  England.  By  the  above  Catalogue  I  find  they 
have  many  striped  plants  that  we  have  not :  it  is 
the  compleatest  one  I  ever  see  for  a  sheet. — ^I  think 
I  sent  you  one  of  his  flowers,  my  son  brought  over. 
Mr.  Edwards  has  now  publish'd  his  fourth  and  last 
part  of  birds,  which,  if  you  have  it  not,  you  will 
have  soon. 

I  have  writ  Esquire  Blackburn  word  of  my 
designe,  but  as  yett  have  not  heard,  any  thing  from 
him. 

Neither  have  I  ask*d  my  lord  yett ;  but,  if  he 
mends,  do  not  dought  but  he'l  give  leave  :  by 
letters  from  thence  he  mends  fast,  and  is  for  the 
Bath;  and  Dr.  Drake  go's  with  him,  as  Mr.Collinson 
tells  me  in  a  letter  last  week. 

I  am  now  at  leisure,  having  been  much  engaged 
this  winter  in  planting,  &c.;  and  the  weather  im- 
proving temptes  me  out  now  and  then,  but  in  this 
narborhood  can't  mett  with  any  thing  agreeable  to 
entertain  me.  The  only  gardens  in  the  northern 
parts  is  Orford  and  Bierley:  they  indeed  abound 
with  many  of  the  wonders  of  the  creation,  that 
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rayse  in  me  a  new  life  of  admiration^  every  visitt 

I  mak  unto  them ;  and  such  is  your  elegant  taste, 

that  few,  nay,  very  few,  come  in  compitition  with 

you ;  and  to  surpase  is  imposible  in  so  noble  and 

agreeable  amusements. 

I  hope,  Sir,  you'l  excuse  my  imperfect  ideas, 

and  believe  me. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obediant  humble  serv^ 

THO.  KNOWLTON. 

P.S.  I  hope  beloved  Botaney  will  still  share 
more  and  more  of  your  favor ;  and  that  your  gar- 
dener continues  his  diligence  in  the  same. — I  hope 
he'l  turn  out  sober  and  obligeing,  which,  with  the 
former,  will  render  him  valuable  to  so  worthy  a 
master  and  lady,  &c. 


LETTER  CLXII. 
Afr.  Knowllon  to  Mr.  R.  Richardson. 

July  5th,  1751. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  and  box  of  plants  came  here 
after  my  departure ;  yett,  notwithstanding,  had  a 
copy  of  it  transmitted  unto  me  in  Holland,  &c. 
where  I  was  for  some  time,  and  saw  Dr.  Gronovius 
often,  who  maid  enquirey  after  al  his  friends,  and 
remember  them  over  a  glasse  of  wine,  and  desired 
his  kind  compliments  to  them  all,  and  you  amongst 
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the  rest.  Mr.  Tempest's  son,  of  Broughton,  was 
there  at  the  same  time,  who  has  since  taken  hi« 
Degrees. 

The  gardens  of  Holland  abound  with  such 
numerose  variety  of  plants,  that  I  believe  no  part 
of  the  world  do  the  like.  I  could  not  help  pur- 
chaseing  many  of  them ;  but,  being  delay*d  in 
comeing  home  again  by  the  ships  at  Roterdam, 
which  pretended  sailing  from  one  day  to  the  other, 
has  occasioned  me  the  losse  of  almost  a  hundred 
curious  trees,  shrubs,  herbs,  &c. ;  tho*  I  have  several 
now  begin  to  grow  a  little,  and  hope  shall  find  more 
than  what  I  expected,  as  every  day  shows  them 
nK>re  and  more  improveing.  I  bought  Burman's 
Rumphius'  Hortus  Amboinensis,  6  vols.,  folio^  but 
just  complcate ;  tho'  Dr.  Gronovius  tell  me  he 
believes  he  will  publish  another;  and,  indeed, 
there  is  reason  he  should  do  so,  because  he  has 
no  index  in  those  voUums. 

I  have  several  plants  for  you,  but  none  fitt  to 
send  yett,  as  they  were  a  month  pack'd  up  in  casks; 
which,  with  losses  and  charge  on  Customs  at  Rot- 
terdam and  Hull,  makes  them  very  dear  to  me; 
tho',  as  I  was  in,  I  could  not  help  it,  not  forseeing 
that  afair  till  I  had  them  down. 

I  never  was  more  pleased  with  any  jomey  in 
al  my  life  than  that  excursion^  had  I  not  been  so 
much  detain'd  in  my  return,  that  gave  me  much 
uneaseynes  on  several  accounts ;  besids  will  be  a 
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means  to  prevent  a  future  correspondence  there. 
At  last  I  come  to  Wels  in  Norfolk,  and  so  over- 
land home,  leaving  al  my  plants  on  board  the 
shipe  I  intended  to  have  come  in,  which  did  not 
arrive  at  Hull  till  some  days  after  my  return, 

I  come  now  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  parsell 

of  plants,  and  am, 

Sir, 

Your  obediant  humble  sarvent, 

THO.  KNOWLTON. 

P.  S.  I  am  for  Lincolnshire^  to  Esquire  Bunyan's 
at  Blybrought,  to-morrow,  on  some  new  water- 
works, &c.  Scot,  the  gardener,  at  Castle  Howard, 
is  turn'd  away,  and,  they  say,  is  gone  mad :  how  far 
trew  I  do  not  know;  but  tis  so  said  in  this  part  of 
the  world  by  many,  tho*  you  may  know  better. 


LETTER  CLXIIL 

Mr.  Vander  Gucht  to  Mr.  R,  Richnrdson, 

October  dlst,  1751. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  the  prints  and  drawings, 
which  you  was  pleased  to  return,  as  likewise  the 
two  drawings  of  Both.  Since  I  wrote  to  you  last, 
I  have  purchased  some  pictures  of  value,  and  some 
other  things,  and  likewise  expect  a  large  picture  of 
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Teniers  from  Paris  very  soon;  and,  as  you  are 
pleased  to  let  me  know  that  you  would  settle 
accounts  with  me  very  soon,  I  shall  be  infinitely 
obliged,  if  you  will  be  so  good  to  let  it  be  as  soon 
as  you  can.  I  have  sent  you  an  account  of  every 
particular,  which  I  hope  you  will  find  right. 

I  am  with  sincerity,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  serv*, 

G.  VANDER  GUCHT. 


A  Fruit  Piece,  by  Mich.  Angelo 
Paid  for  a  packing  case  to  ditto 
Magnanrs  Gallery,  Ann.  Carracci 
A  Sett  of  Fowl  and  Fish,  coloured 
A  Drawing,  by  Vandyke,  after  Raphael 
Drawing,  by  Battista  Franco 
An  Old  Man*s  Head,  by  Cario  Maratt 
The  Hundred-Guilder  Print,  by  Rembrandt 
Three  other  Prints,  by  Rembrandt 
A  Print,  by  Breemburgh 
Twelve  Etchings,  by  Ostade 
Two  Heads,  by  Morin 

Descent  from  the  Cross,  and  Ecce  Homo,  by 
Rembnuidt       •••  •••         ••• 

A  Drawing,  by  Berchem 
Card.  Richelieu's  Monument 
Finding  of  Moses,  N.  Poussin 
Two  Prints,  after  Elsheimer 
Lutma,  the  Chaser,  by  Rembrandt    ... 
Three  small  Landskips,  by  Rembrandt 

Drawings  of  Both  received 
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LETTER  CLXIV. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  R.  Richardson. 

Leedes,  June  4tb,  1759. 

Honour'd  Sir, 

I  have  long  waited  in  hopes  tx)  see  you  or 
your  servant,  to  return  your  manuscript,  with  what 
additions  I  have  wrote.  You  may  perceive,  by  a  little 
alteration  in  the  hand,  the  effect  of  declining  age. 
I  cou'd  have  added  more;  but,  being  timorous  of 
spoiling  it,  I  have  returned  it  as  it  is. 

I  hope  you  are  satisfied  that  you  have  all  your 
manuscripts  safely  returned  long  ago,  that  I  formerly 
borrowed  of  you.  I  was  almost  a  whole  day  in  seek- 
ing for  the  receipt  that  I  gave  you  when  I  borrowed 
them.  It  is  dated  2nd  January,  1744-5,  which  you 
returned  at  their  return.  It  mentions  eight  vols., 
but  not  the  particulars ;  but  I  remember  what  four 
of  them  was,  viz.  The  North-Riding  and  East-Riding 
Gentry 9  in  two  vols.;  Kirkby's  Inquest,  one  vol.; 
and  a  vol.  of  Heraldry.  The  other  four,  as  I  re- 
collect, were  pedigrees,  chiefly  of  no  value.  I  re- 
member very  well  that  I  myself  carried  them  on 
horse-back  in  a  wallet,  and  gave  them  into  your 
own  hands. — ^You  may  remember,  at  the  same  time, 
I  lent  you  two  neat  vols,  in  12mo.  of  Voyages  to 
Arabia  the  Happy,  and  Arabia  the  Desert,  which 
I  got  not  again;  but  your  favours  have  returned 
their  value. — I  have  nothing  of  Mr.  Hopkinson*s 
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writing  but  a  piece  of  a  sheet  worth  nothing,  which 
I  found  among  Thoresby's  papers,  and  which,  I 
presume,  he  kept  as  an  autograph. 

Out  of  respect  to  Mr.  Hopkinson*s^  memory,  I 
took  a  walk  to  Rothweli  last  Thursday ;  and  in  the 
church  choir,  on  the  left-hand  of  the  door,  pretty 
high  on  the  wall,  is  a  neat  white  marble  monument, 
with  a  Latin  inscription,  being  an  encomium  of  his 
learning  in  History,  Antiquities,  and  Heraldry;  but, 
the  monument  being  so  high  and  the  letters  so  small, 
I  cou*d  not  make  all  out :  only  I  observed  a  mistake 
in  it,  about  the  date  on  it  being  a  year  too  forward ; 
for  it  says  he  died  the  28th  of  February,  1681 ;  but, 
upon  my  inspecting  the  register,  I  found  these 
words,  "  Mr.  John  Hopkinson,  gener.  buried  4th 
March,  1680.  Lofthouse.*' 

I  shall  be  always  glad  to  see  you  when  you 
come  to  Leedes.  I  believe  I  shall  never  see  Bierley 
any  more.  I  promised  to  come  over  with  your 
manuscript  these  holidays.  But  God  disposes : 
therefore  I  have  sent  it  by  the  carrier,  because 
my  infirmities  won't  let  me  fulfil  my  promise. — 
I  hope  it  will  come  safe  to  your  hands. 

I  am,  honour'd  Sir, 

Your's  ever, 

T.  WILSON. 

P.S.  The  question  you  asked  me  at  Moxon's, 
"  whether  the  manuscripts  were  returned,"  put  me 

'  See  JVote,  p.  386. 
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in  mind  of  a  dispute  with  Dr.  Brooke  of  Fieldhead, 
of  whom  I  borrowed  a  copy  of  Doomsday  Book^ 
which  he  gave  me  leave  to  copy  for  myself  as  well 
as  for  Dr.  Burton^  and  which  I  finished  in  six  months, 
and  returned  him  his  copy. — Soon  after,  he  fell  into 
a  melancholiy  disorder,  which  continued  about  three 
years :  afterward,  he  sent  a  person  to  ask  me  if  I  re- 
tum'd  his  manuscript,  which  obliged  me  to  send  to 
him  the  very  person  I  returned  it  by,  viz.  Mr.  Lee, 
a  painter,  then  painting  for  him,  when  I  returned  it, 
who,  I  presume,  gave  him  satisfaction,  for  I  have 
heard  from  him  since. — Such  vexatious  misfortunes 
as  these  cause  me  to  lay  aside  all  acquisitions  that 
way. — I  am  not  so  much  the  antiquary  as  to  borrow 
and  not  to  return ! — ^There  are  two  persons  in  York, 
and  one  at  Pontefract,  of  considerable  figure  in  the 
antiquarian  way,  (nameless)  not  to  be  confided  in, 
which  I  know  by  experience. 


LETTER  CLXV. 

Mr.  Knowlton  to  Mr.  R.  Richardson. 

July  2lit,  1764. 

Dbar  Sir, 

On  the  other  side  you'l  see  a  copey 
of  Mr.  Edwards*  ^  letter,  relating  to  the  Apendix  of 

^  The  cdebnted  author  of  A  Natural  History  o/Birdt,  wui 
qfiome  other  rare  amd  undeicrijbed  AnimaU,  pubUshed  in  four  p«r|% 

2b 
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work^  v«rhich,if  he  lives^he  designs  to  publish,  &c.; 
and,  if  you  have  a  mind  for  the  fourth  vollum,  if 
you  please  to  signifie  where  you  shall  have  it 
delivered  in  London,  11  take  care,  as  I  shall  in  a 
little  time  write  to  him,  &c. 

This  morning  I  have  received  a  box  of  several 
curious  fossills  from  Mr.  RoundaU,  of  Mortain :  by 
the  observations  on  them  they  are  collected  by 
Dr.  Taylor,  of  Skipeton,  which  is  very  judiciously 
remarked,  and  shows  him  a  man  of  curious  know- 
ledge in  the  same,  as  I  have  had  nothing  like  them 
before ;  so  am  extreemly  obliged  to  them. — I  hope 
you  and  your  good  lady  are  well ;  to  whom  pray 
give  my  humble  service,  and  am  with  much  esteem, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obidant  humble  seiv*, 

THO.  KNOWI.TON. 

July  23rd.  This  day*s  post  brought  me  a  letter 
from  Mr.  James  Scot,  of  Tumham-Green,  and  tells 
me  he  has  published  a  cutt  of  the  Sarracen  or 
Side-Sadie  Flower,  which  grew  in  his  garden: 
cuUour,  two  shillings :  plain,  one  shilling.  If  you 
have  a  mind  to  have  it,  or  any  body  in  your  parts, 
I  will  order  you  one ;  as  he  desires  me  to  promote 

between  the  ycftn  1746  ud  1751.— He  ebo  published,  what  I  suppoie 
to  be  the  Appendix  here  alluded  to,  Gleanings  of  Natural  History: 
aVork  m  three  parts,  die  tint  of  which  a|>peirad  in  t7\6S,  and  the  last 
Id  1764.     He  died  in  l'^7S,  Aged  79. 
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the  sale  of  it :  he  says  he  expects  the  magnifficant 
Nymphea  next  Christmas,  by  a  shipe  from  North 
America.  If  you  remember,  I  told  yoii  of  it:  he 
had  seeds,  but  not  one  come  up :  he  tells  me 
Dr.  Watson  and  Mr.  CoUison  is  well,  &c. 


Mr.  Edwards  to  Mr.  KnowUan. 

(IMCL081D  XH  THB  PKIOIDIKO.) 

CoLLBOB  OF  pHTBieiANB,  LoNDON,  July  Srd,  1754. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  erf  Mr.  Collins  three  guineas, 

whieh  was  a  mistake,   (it  should  have  been  only  three 

pounds,)  which  I  have  paid  to  Mr.  Da  Costa,  and  am  three 

shilliDgs  in  your  debt. — ^As  to  the  work  1  have  in  hand, 

I  cannot  fix  any  time  for  its  publication ;  for  I  grow  every 

day  older  and  slower,  and  shall  be  more  and  more  so  till 

my  human  machine  loses  all  motion.    I  may  Uve  to  bring  it 

forth,  and  I  may  not:  I  am  grown  very  indifferent  about 

the  matter.    Tho*  four-fifths  of  the  plates  are  finisht  for 

another  fifly,  yet  the  other  ten  plates  may  be  many  months 

before  they  are  finisht ;  as  I  purpose  to  employ  no  hand 

but  my  own  in  this  last-proposed  work*     It  will  certainly 

take  more  than  a  year  to  compleat  the  work,  as  I  go  on ; 

but  it  is  more  probable  it  will  be  two  years  before  it  can  see 

the  light     Our  fiiends  here  are  all  well;    and  nothing 

extraordinary  has  happened  to  them,  as  I  know  of,  since 

I  saw  you. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  servant, 

G.  £DWABI>S. 

SB  2 
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LETTER  CLXVI. 

Rev,  John  Watwn^  to  Mr.  R.  Richardson, 

RirroNDBH^  April  29th,  1757. 

Sir, 

This,  with  my  hearty  and  sincere  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  many  favours  and  civilities 
which  you  have  shewn  me.  The  following  hints  I 
have  taken  the  first  opportunity  of  convejring,  agree- 
able to  promise;  and  shall  be  glad  if  in  the  least  they 
prove  usefull.  The  best  edition  of  Castalio's  Bible 
was  printed  at  Frankfort,  by  T.Fritsch,  1697.  Black- 
wall  says  Castalio  charges  the  Greek  Testament  with 
containing  solecisms.  He  owns  him  to  be  in  general 
a  polite  and  elegant  translator,  and  often  a  sound 
and  judicious  interpreter ;  yet  is  of  opinion  that  his 
greatest  admirers  must  own  that  he  is  sometimes 
over-nice,  and  that  he  sacrifices  the  noble  simplicity 
and  grandeur  of  the  most  vigorous  Hebraisms  and 


1  •*  Fellow  of  Brazen-Nose  College,  Oxford ;  ]i.a.  1768 ;  and 
teveral  years  Curate  of  Ripponden,  Yorkshire.  He  was  afterwards 
presented  by  Sir  George  Warren  to  the  valuable  Rectory  of  Stockport, 
in  Cheshire ;  and  died  March  14th,  1783.  He  was  author  of  The 
Hiitory  of  Halifax,  1775, 4to.,  and  of  JIfemotW  of  the  Antieni  EarU 
of  Warren  and  Surrey,  and  their  Deeeenis  to  the  present  Time, 
176S,  2  Tols.  4 to.;  written  with  a  view  to  represent  his  worthy  patronli 
daam  to  that  ancient  title." — Nichols, 
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lofty  expressions^  to  a  spruce  and  affected  Latinism. 
Instead  of  the  ecclesiastic  word,  Anffelos,  he  repre- 
sents him  using  Genios ;  for  baptizo,  lavo.  He 
renders  Heb.  i.  8.  Solium  tuuniy  o  Dive,  in  omnem 
permanet  (Btemitatem;  hvLtJDive,  says  our  remarker, 
"  is  a  low  diminutive  word,  and  nothing  to  o  0^o^, 
a  term  expressive  only  of  the  great  and  true  God ; 
whereas  the  Heathens  apply'd  the  other  to  subor- 
dinate deities,  as  Jupiter  is  call'd  IHv4m  Pater; 
and  sometimes  even  to  men,  as  in  that  line  of 
Lucan*s,  Bella  pares  Superis  /acient  civilia  DivosJ"' 
Sixtus  says  that  Castalio  calls  God  the  Father, 
Jupiter y  Divus  armipotens,  Gradivus  and  Calicola; 
that  he  calls  Angels,  Jams  Genii ;  Prophets,  Vates, 
and  Fatidici ;  and  Holy  Men,  Heroes. — Not  that  I 
think  there  is  so  much  weight  in  these  criticisms 
as  to  some  may  appear;  for  there  is  but  little  room 
to  look  for  ecclesiastical  terms  in  a  writer,  who  pro- 
fesses to  make  his  work  speak  the  language  of  the 
purer  ages  of  Rome.  As  for  Junius  and  Tremellius, 
you  must  expect  to  find  no  elegance  in  their  trans- 
lation: they  both  were  learned  men;  but  they  seem 
to  have  been  intent  only  upon  the  sense  of  the 
original.  Their  Bible  is  generally  esteemed  amongst 
Protestants.  Tlie  latest  edition  of  it  (in  folio),  which 
I  am  acquainted  with,  was  printed  at  St.  Gervais,  in 
1 624.  The  Dutch  Translator  which  I  mention'd,  I 
cannot  at  present  give  so  good  an  account  of  as  I 
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ccmid  wkh.  As  for  Le  Long's  Biblioiheea  Sacra, 
my  edition  of  it  was  printed  at  Antwerp,  1 709,  two 
volumes,  octavo;  but  there  is  a  much  better  editicm 
than  this,  tho'  I  cannot  recollect  the  time  a|id  place. 
The  design  of  this  work  is  to  give  you  an  account 
of  Bibles,  both  printed  ones  and  manuscripts,  in 
every  language ;  and  it  is  an  usefull  performance. 
Moses  Lowman's  Paraphrase  and  Notes  on  the 
Revelations  was  printed  in  London,  for  J.  Noon, 
1 737,  quarto,  and  is,  I  think,  the  best  piece  upon 
the  subject.  Mr.  Costard,  of  Oxford,  has  published 
the  two  following  very  learned  dissertations,  which 
make  one  pamphlet: — ^First,  containing  an  enquiry 
into  the  meaning  of  the  word  ^^  Kesitahj''  men- 
tioned Job  xlii.  1 1 ,  in  which  he  shews  that,  the' 
it  most  probably  there  stands  for  the  name  of  a 
coin,  yet  that  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  it 
stamped  with  any  figure  at  all ;  and,  therefore,  not 
with  that  of  a  lamb  in  particular.  Second,  on  the 
signification  of  the  word,  "Hermes,'^  in  which  is 
explained  the  origin  of  the  custom  among  the 
Greeks,  of  erecting  stones,  called  "  HEPMAI ;" 
together  with  some  other  particulars,  relating  to 
the  Mythology  of  that  people:  Oxford,  printed 
for  R.  Clements,  1750.  He  has  also  obligd  the 
learned  world  with  a  piece  call'd,  Anaxagoras;  or, 
a  Dissertation  on  the  stone  which  fell  into  the 
<£gospotamus,   wherein  is  rectified  a  mistake  of 
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the  ancientSjt  by  shewing  diat  Anaxagoras  fore- 
told, not  the  fall  of  that  stone,  but  a  solar  eclipse ; 
and  that  the  flame>color*d  cloud  which  he  saw  was 
probably  the  comet  that  appeared  at  the  Battle  of 
Sidamis,  as  mentioned  by  Pliny ;  from  whence,  oc- 
casion is  taken  to  shew  that  that  battle  nuist  have 
been  fought  in  the  year  before  Christ  478,  and  not 
in  480,  as  hath  been  generally  supposed.  I  know 
not  whether  you  have  got  the  Bishop  of  Clogher's 
Journal  from  Grand  Cairo  to  Mount  Sinai  and 
back  again ;  but,  if  not,  I  take  the  liberty  to  re« 
commend  it.  *Tis  translated  from  a  manuscript 
written  by  the  Prefeito  of  Eg]rpt,  in  company  with 
some  Missionaries  '^  de  propaganda  fide,*^  at  Grand 
Cairo.  To  which  are  added.  Remarks  on  the  Origin 
of  Hieroglyphics  and  the  Mythology  of  the  Ancient 
Heathens.  London :  printed  for  W.  Bowyer,  1 753. 
Stukeley's  Pakeographia  Sacra,  which  I  mentioned, 
was  printed  at  London,  for  Innys  and  Manby,  1736. 
It  is  a  comment  on  the  19th  Ode  of  the  2nd  Book 
of  the  Carmina  of  Horace ;  and  the  design  of  it  is 
to  shew,  that  mankind,  under  the  notion  of  Liber 
or  Bacchus,  son  of  Jupiter,  expected  from  all  an- 
tiquity the  great  Redeemer,  the  divine  Messiah, 
who  is  no  other  than  the  Jehovah  of  the  Jews ; 
and  surprisingly  has  he  pursued  this  thought. 
Besides  this  Ode,  he  has  taken  for  the  argument 
of  his  discourse,  a  brass  coin  struck  by  the  city  of 
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Maronea^  in  Thrace,  where  the  worship  of  Bacchus 
was  eoiinent.  I  have  only  one  number  of  the  work, 
and  never  heard  whether  he  made  any  addition  to 
it.  The  word  comparabity  in  one  of  your  Roman 
inscriptions,  stands  for  comparavit;  the  future  tense 
instead  of  the  prseter-perfect,  which  I  find  is  not 
uncoiomon ;  and  this  will  make  the  sense  very  plain 
and  easy. 

These,  Sir,  are  all  the  particulars  which  I  can 
at  present  recollect  for  your  amusement,  being 
called  from  home  this  afternoon  on  business:  if 
there  is  any  thing,  which,  thro'  haste  or  forgetful- 
ness,  I  have  omitted,  shou'd  be  glad  to  have  a  line 
from  you ;  for  nothing  wou'd  give  me  greater  plea- 
sure than  the  favor  of  your  correspondence.  Yes- 
terday, I  got  intelligence  of  a  number  of  old  coins, 
found  in  our  country  at  the  rasing  of  a  very  antient 
building.  I  shall  inspect  them  in  a  few  days ;  and, 
if  there  are  any  curious  ones  amongst  them,  will 
take  the  liberty  to  give  you  a  description  of  them. 

I  am,  with  compliments  to  the  ladies. 
Your  most  obliged  humble  serv^  to  command, 

JOHN  WATSON. 
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LETTER  CLXVII. 

Dr.  Bedford  to  Mr.  R,  Richardson, 
Drar  Sir  Durham,  October  29th,  1758. 

It  is^  I  think,  high  time  now  to  sit 
down  to  return  my  hearty  thanks  to  you  and  your 
good  lady,  for  all  favours  to  me  and  mine  this  last 
summer ;  and  I  hope  they  will  be  excus'd  being 
deferred  so  much  beyond  their  time,  when  I  tell 
you  I  have  been  plagu'd  with  workmen  (which  I 
have  not  yet  got  quite  rid  of)  ever  since ;  occa- 
sioned by  my  neighbour's  pulling  down  his  house, 
and  our  not  quite  agreeing  about  the  partition  wall. 
But,  however,  as  I  have  no  right  to  tease  you  with 
what  plagues  me,  I  shall  pass  this  over,  and  en- 
deavour to  make  out  some  sort  of  epistle. 

If  you  remember,  dear  Sir,  I  was  not  clear  as  to 
the  title  of  my  piece  upon  Lithotomy :  I  now  here 
send  it  you.  Mariani  Sancti  Berolitani  Medici  C.  C. 
De  Lapide  Renum  Curiosum  Opusculum,  Sfc. — Ejus-- 
dem  De  Lapide  Vesicte  per  incisionem  Extrahendo 
seguiiur  aureus  Libellus.  Ao.  m  d  xxx v  :  at  the  end, 
you  find,  Impressum  Venetiis^  per  Petrum  de  Nico- 
linis,  da  Sabio.  Ao.  Dni.  mdxxxv.  mense  Aprilis. 
This  is  the  first  description  of  the  operation,  call'd 
Le  Chrand  Appareil ;  or,  from  the  author,  Marian's 
method,  generally  practised  yet  in  France,  as  we 
both  have  seen.  The  comment  I  have  on  Mundi-- 
nus's  Anatomy  is  Curtius,  printed  ^'  Papiae,  mol. 
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octavo:"  of  no  great  estimation  either  of  these; 
tho*^  to  be  sure,  neither  a  collection  of  surgeons  or 
anatomists  can  be  complete  without  them. 

I  have  waited  a  long  time  for  a  copy  of  Lord 
President  Forbes*s  book  (containing  the  medulla  of 
the  Hutchinsonian  Doctrine  ^)  in  vain ;  so  have  sent 
you  my  own;  but  I  must  desire  it  may  be  retum'd. 
If  ever  I  get  one,  as  I  dare  say  I  shall  in  a  little 
time,  I  intend  it  as  a  present  to  your  lady :  in  the 
mean'time,  I  beg  of  her  to  read  over  this.  I  think 
it  will  please  both  of  you  extremely ;  and  you  will 
hereafter  wonder  how  the  University  gentlemen, 
as  Mr.  Kaye,  &c.  can  possibly  find  out  any  Jacobite 
ism,  or  party  principles,  or  high--church  passive 
obedience,  &c.  in  this  doctrine.  But,  in  shorty  the 
mode  now-a-days  is  to  stigmatize  every  thing  ia 
this  manner,  that  the  modem  great  have  no  mind 
to  admit,  and  not  learning  enough  to  canvass  or 
refute.  I  have  also  sent  you  my  copy  of  Spearman's 
Philosophjf,  founded  on  Hutchinsonian  Principles j  or 
rather  Moses's :  if  you  choose  to  keep  this,  you  wiU 
be  in  my  debt  five  shillings,  for  which  I  shall  get 
me  another;  for  they  are  reprinting  in  Ireland. 
This  I  send  you  I  got  from  one  who  had  made 
those  marginal  references,  which  have  no  significar 

^  The  work  here  alluded  to  I  presume  to  be,  A  Letter  to  a 
Biihop,  concerning  tome  important  Discoveriee  in  FhOasoph^  tmd 
Theology.  London,  17S5 :  a  publication,  whicfa  may  by  many  readexs 
be  considered  fanciful,  but  which  can  never  be  perused  without  infor- 
mation and  improvement,  and,  I  may  add,  without  respect  for  the 
head  and  heart  of  the  author. 
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tion  I  can  find  at  all.  But  I  was  forced  to  take  it 
or  none ;  the  whole  impression  being  sold  off;  and 
the  author^  who  is  a  very  good  friend  of  mine,  had 
thought  he  had  ordered  me  one  from  his  bookseller, 
which,  however,  the  latter  never  sent,  so  I  had 
lik'd  to  have  gone  without.  The  Irish  new  edition 
will  have  no  additions  at  all,  and  the  same  price. 
Pray  let  me  know  whether  you  intend  to  keep  mine 
w  not,  lest  I  should  omit  getting  myself  another. 

I  have  also  sent  you  a  copy  of  Schomberg's 
Aphorisms,  as  you  said  you  had  not  heard  of  them. 
I  am  at  present  reading  Homes*s  Principia  Medp- 
cinte.  I  am  extremely  pleas'd  with  them — I  think  he 
has  shewn  great  judgement  as  well  as  learning; 
and  his  method,  tho'  not  the  same  with  Boerhaave's, 
is  perhaps  as  instructive.  In  short,  it  is  by  much 
the  best  book  of  the  kind  since  Boerhaave,  and  huic 
pend  par.  A  disciple  of  Boerhaave  ought  not  to 
say  more:  if  you  have  it  not,  you  must  get  it 
directly.  By  Baskerville's  specimen  of  his  types, 
you  will  perceive  how  much  the  elegance  of  them 
is  owing  to  his  paper,  which  he  makes  himself,  as 
well  as  the  types ;  his  ink  also;  and  I  was  informed, 
whenever  they  come  to  be  us'd  by  common  press- 
men, and  with  common  materials,  they  will  lose  of 
their  beauty  considerably.  Hence,  perhaps,  this 
specimen  may  become  very  curious,  (when  he  is  no 
more,  and  the  types  cannot  be  set  off  in  the  same 
perfection),  and  a  great  piece  of  Virtu. 
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should  be  left  out,  and  the  names  only  remain. 
I  think  this  would  be  much  better  and  more  ex- 
pressive :  but  the  statuary  would  direct  the  best. 

You  see,  Sir,  how  far  I  have  gone  towards 
convincing  you  how  incapable  I  am  of  the  task  you 
required  of  me ;  but,  as  you  was  pleased  to  desire 
me  to  try  and  throw  out  some  hints  for  the  character^ 
I  was,  at  least,  determined  to  shew  you  I  would  en- 
deavour any  thing  at  your  requei^t,  tho*  sure  of 
faiUng. — ^But  I  am  so  well  acquainted  with  the  sin- 
cerity of  your  friendship,  that  I  dare  trust  my 
imperfections  to  you  without  reserve,  and  hope 
you  will  send  me  your  corrections  as  freely.— 
I  shall  send  the  little  parddl  by  the  Leeds  carrier^ 
and  order  him  to  keep  it  till  called  for  by  your 
messenger:  it  will  set  out  some  time  this  week, 
Wednesday  or  Thursday;  so  I  suppose  it  will  be  at 
Leeds  the  9th  or  10th  of  next  month. 

I  have  sent  you  the  proposals  for  printing 
Hutchinson's  Works,  which  are  curious  enough^ 
and  contain  a  kind  of  challenge  to  all  nations  and 
languages :  in  short,  I  would  have  you  buy  them : 
they  are  great  curiositys,  if  nothing  else. 

My  children  are  all  well,  and  desire  to  join  in 
sincere  and  affectionate  wishes  of  all  health  and 
happiness  to  you  and  your  lady,  with. 

Dear  Sin, 
Your  most  obliged  humble  servant  and 

faithful  friend, 
J. 
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LETTER  CLXVIII. 
Mr.  Ktufe  to  Mr.  R.  BiehardMn, 

LiLLB  SN  Flandbes,  July  llth,  1763. 

Dbab  Sir, 

As  this  pafrt  of  our  tour  is  rather  hur- 
rying, 3^u  will  excuse  my  not  having  wrote  to  you 
before :  we  only  stayed  in  each  town  till  we  had 
seen  what  was  worth  our  observation,  and  then 
left  it. — ^At  the  Hague  we  were  but  three  days, 
most  of  which  we  pass'd  with  Mons.  de  Bentinck, 
dne  of  the  first  Nobles  of  Holland ;  and  who  not 
only  shewed  us  every  instance  of  politeness  there, 
but  recommended  us  to  all  the  people  of  eminence 
at  Leytien ;  and  they  have  done  the  same  for  us  to 
Geneva.  I  will  tell  you  briefly  the  towns  we  have 
seen,  and  those  accurately ;  and  you  will  not  think 
our  time  mispent.  The  Briel,  Rotterdam,  Delft,  the 
Hague,  Scheveling,  Leyden,  Haarlem,  Amsterdam, 
Broek,Pulmerend,  Horn,  Alkmaor,  Beverwyke,Saar- 
dam,  Utrecht,  Torgau,  Bergen-op-Zk)om,  Antwerp, 
Ghent,  Bruges,  and  this  town,  where  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  coming  at  the  time  of  their  rejoicing 
for  the  peax^e.^  We  have  beard  the  Te  Deum,  and 
have  had  fireworks^  comedies,  bdls,  and  entertain- 
lOEients  of  a  very  unusual  kind  upon  the  water. — 

'  The  Peace  of  Fontainebleau  with  France  and  Spain,  signed 
FM>niaty  tOlh,  1768. 
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Bergen*op-Zooin  we  saw  to  great  advantage,  with 
a  gentlemen  who  was  Aide-de-Camp  to  Lowendahl, 
at  the  siege  of  it.  From  Utrecht  we  went  to  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Moravians,  at  Zyst :  the  build- 
ings are  larger  than  those  at  Pudsey,  but  not  near 
so  elegant,  and  the  situation  bears  no  comparison. 
You  can  scarce  measure  how  the  sight  of  Trinity 
Moimt  rejoiced  me,  after  having  been  near*a  month 
upon  a  dead  flat.  We  saw  a  very  fine  cabinet  of 
Mr.  Bischoff 's,  at  Rotterdam ;  consisting  of  pictures^ 
prints,  drawings,  Japan,  China,  medals  to  an  im- 
mense value ;  and  yet  the  owner  continues  to  sell 
tape  at  one  penny  per  yard.  Since  we  came  into 
Flanders,  we  have  been  feasted  daily  with  paint- 
ings; but  chiefly  of  Rubens  and  Vandyke.  Churches, 
convents,  cabinets,  and  fortifications,  we  have  visited 
without  number.  From  hence  we  go  thro'  Toumaj, 
Mons,  Brussels,  Liege,  Spain,  and  Aix-la-Chapelle^ 
into  Switzerland ;  and  from  thence  to  Turin.  There 
we  shall  part.  As  the  Principal  of  Hartford  and 
Mr.  Earle  go  so  far  before  they  see  France,  I  shall 
remain  in  Italy,  pass  the  winter  between  Rome  and 
Naples,  and  return  thro'  France  next  year.  One 
advantage  I  shall  gain  by  this  alteration  of  their 
plan  is,  that,  by  seeing  the  most  distant  country 
first,  I  shall,  in  case  I  should  be  summoned  home, 
be  enabled  to  take  the  remaining  one  at  any  time 
in  a  summer  excursion.  I  am  not  without  hopes  of 
reaching  Vienna  before  my  return ;  as  I  know  my 
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Lord  Stormont,^  and  am  very  intimate  with  the 
secretary,  Mr.  Langlois.  There  was  one  picture  of 
an  Holy  Family,  by  candlelight,  with  another  light 
from  the  moon  introduced  upon  one  of  the  figures, 
which  I  should  have  thought  well  worth  a  voyage 
from  England  solely:  it  is  in  possession  of  Mr.  Van 
Zyster,  at  Antwerp,  a  man  of  considerable  fortune, 
but  confined:  he  refused 30,000*  livres,  which  the 
king  of  France  oflfer'd  him.  Lowendahl  declared 
that,  if  the  king  had  given  him  a  commission,  it 
should  have  been  the  second  thing  he  would  have 
seized  after  the  Castle  of  Antwerp.  The  English 
have  swarmed  in  Flanders :  Spaw  and  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle  have  been  full.  You  mentioned  a  print,  which 
you  wanted  to  enquire  after :  I  wish  you  would 
let  me  know  it  when  you  write ;  for  I  have  left  my 
memorandum  in  England.  I  am  sorry  to  find  our 
dissentions  continue :  it  lowers  us  much  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Continent,  when  we  should  otherwise  be 
looked  upon  as  a  people  something  more  than 
human.  I  wish  we  may  not  attribute  all  our  mis- 
fortunes at  home,  and  our  characters  abroad,  to 
the  weakness  and  ambition  of  one  man.     I  told 

^  David,  seventh  Viscount  Stormont,  afterwards  Earl  of  Mans- 
field, was  in  July,  1763,  appointed  Ambassador  Extraordinaiy  and 
Plenipotentiary  to  Vienna,  in  which  station  he  continued  till  1772, 
enjoying  the  esteem  of  Maria-Theresa  the  Empress,  her  son  Joseph, 
and  their  minister  Kaunitz.     He  died  in  1796. 

*  jei200  sterling. 

2f 
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the  Duchess  of  Portland^  that  she  might  expect 
some  plants  from  Yorkshire ;  and  am  much  obUged 
to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken.  Medicine 
and  Botany  I  should  think  are  but  at  a  low  ebb  at 
Leyden ;  but  the  Professor  of  Natural  History  and 
Experimental  Philosophy  is  extremely  clever.  There 
are  no  English  there,  and  but  a  few  Scotch.  Prince 
George  of  Strelitz  we  were  presented  to :  he  is  a 
very  fine  sensible  lad,  of  about  fifteen,  and  stays 
there  a  year  longer.  We  found  another  gentleman 
there,  a  brother  of  Lord  Aberdeen's,  who  is  studying 
the  civil  law,  and  will,  I  dare  say,  make  a  figure  at 
the  English  bar :  he  comes  to  Oxford  for  one  year, 
to  attend  Dr.  Blackstone's^  lectures.  Since  I  came 
to  Holland,  I  have  seen  the  Armenian,  Lutheran, 
Calvinist,  Roman  Catholic,  and  Jewish  Services; 
and  am  in  no  danger  of  becoming  a  proselyte  to 
any.  I  saw  them  without  prejudice,  and  am  more 
than  ever  attached  to  the  decent  solemnity  of  the 
Church  of  England.  When  you  do  me  the  favour 
to  write,  you  will  direct  to  me,  Qiez  Messrs.  Bon- 

^  Margaret,  the  wife  of  William,  second  Duke  of  Portland,  and 
only  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward,  tlic  second  Earl  of  Oxford.  Her 
love  for  Natural  History  was  extraordinary  ;  and  her  collection  ver}' 
wonderful.  The  Catalogue  of  the  sale  of  her  Mnseum,  which  took 
place  in  April,  May,  and  June,  1786,  occupying  thirty-eight  days,  is  of 
great  interest  In  it  will  also  be  found  several  articles  of  Tirtu,  and 
among  them  the  Barberini  Vase  and  Bedford  Missal.  The  author  of 
the  Flora  Scotica  was  her  chaplain  and  secretary. 

^  Afterwards  the  famous  Judge  Blackstone. 
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terns,  at  Geneva,  where  we  shall  be  in  about  a 

month.     I  beg  my  kindest  respects  to  my  aunt, 

and  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate  and  obedient  nephew, 

R.  KAYE. 


LETTER  CLXIX. 
Mr.  Kaye  to     *         *  * 

Nanct,  August  2drd,  1763. 

Dear  Madam, 

You  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe, 
that  no  distance  can  make  me  regardless  of  those 
whose  kindness  I  have  experienced. — ^You  have  a 
double  call  upon  me  for  my  remembrance,  that  of 
nature  and  of  my  obUgation ;  and  I  acknowledge  it 
with  pleasure.  What  I  write  to  York,  I  must  per- 
suade myself  is  in  common  to  those  who  are  so 
good  as  to  interest  themselves  in  my  fortune ;  and 
I  may  conclude,  that  you  are  not  unacquainted  with 
my  various  transactions  till  I  reached  Manheim, 
from  whence  I  wrote  to  my  sister  Peggy.  The 
court  of  the  Elector  Palatine  was  then  at  Schweit- 
singen;  and  I  was  received  with  great  attention 
and  hospitality.  I  dined  the  days  I  staid  there 
with  the  Elector  and  the  Princes  of  Hesse  Casscl, 

2f  2 
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Deuxponts,  and  Hesse  Homburg :  the  latter  is  re- 
lated to  the  Duke  of  Portland.   I  saw  the  celebrated 
Opera  at  Manheim,  where  all  Germany  is  assembled, 
to  the  number  of  five  thousand ;  and,  tho'  I  am  not 
brilliant  in  my  dress,  I  had  the  honor  of  the  first 
compliments  from  the  Electress,  upon  her  coming 
into  the  theatre.    It  is  a  fine  court  for  a  younger 
brother.    You  live  with  the  Elector,  and  attend  all 
his  diversions  gratis:   his  orchestra  is  extremely 
fine ;  and  the  decorations  of  his  stage  are  as  much 
superior  to  those  of  London,  as  these  latter  are  to 
the  Siege  of  Tray^  which  we  saw  some  years  since 
at  York.    If  I  am  allow'd  to  pursue  the  plan  I  have 
laid  down  for  my  return  to  England  next  year,  I 
have  promised  to  pay  my  respects  once  more  to 
the  Elector,  in  my  road  from  Hanover  to  Paris. 
There  is  but  one  thing  at  that  court  which  I  could 
wish  to  change:  none  under  the  rank  of  Counts 
and  Barons  wait  upon  you  at  table ;  and  I  should 
give  a  dirty  plate  with  much  more  unconcern  to 
John.     From  Strasburg  I  made  an  excursion  into 
Lorraine,  to  visit  old  King  Stanislaus,  and  see  this 
beautiful  city,  which  is  much  beyond  any  town  I 
have  hitherto  seen. — I  passed  my  birth-day  in  a 
most  princely  style :  I  spent  the  whole  of  it  with 
the  king,  who  received  me  with  great  cordiaUty, 
and  talked  with  me  some  hours,  with  the  utmost 
attention.     He  is  eighty-six ;  his  understanding  as 
perfect  as  ever;  his  voice  clear  and  strong;  and 
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his  hearing  better  than  I  have  mine.    He  is  the 
father  of  his  court;   and,  after  all  the  sports  of 
fortune  which  he  has  experienced,  is,  I  may  ven- 
ture  to  say,  one  of  the  happiest  sovereigns  upon 
earth.     At  parting,  he  shook  me  very  heartily  by 
the  hand,  and  told  me  *  that  he  was  sorry  to  lose 
me  so  soon.    Such  circumstances  I  may  be  allowM 
to  mention,  without  vanity,  to  such  correspondents. 
I  go  from  hence  thro'  Switzerland  to  Turin :  from 
thence  I  shall  make  another  excursion  with  Mr. 
Durell   and  Earle,  to   the   south  of  France,  and 
return  to  pass  the  winter  in  Italy. — ^That  is  my 
chief  object;   and  I  see  that  part  of  France  at 
present,  as  I  can  do  it  more  advantageously  with 
the  gentlemen  I  mentioned ;  and  chiefly  because, 
if  I  am  at  liberty  to  pursue  my  plan,  I  shall  have 
nothing  but  Paris  and  its  environs  to  see  in  my 
return ;  and  my  road  will  then  be  direct.    If  you 
are  curious  to  know  something  more  of  Stanislaus, 
you  will  have  a  very  just  character  of  him  connected 
with  that  singular  one  of  Charles  the  Twelfth,  written 
by  Voltaire;  whom  I  hope  to  wait  upon  in  a  few  days. 
It  may  be  a  matter  of  some  curiosity  to  you^  to  annex 
a  list  of  the  towns  we  have  seen ;  and  none  of  them, 
I  hope,  without  minute  observation.   I  will  write  to 
Lady  Kaye  from  Geneva — I  long  to  reach  that  re- 
servoir of  my  English  correspondence.    Hitherto  I 
have  had  but  one  letter  from  York,  and  one  from 
Mr.  Eden  from  Oxford :  it  was  impossible  for  me 
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to  receive  any  more.    You  wUl  remember  me  in 
the  kindest  manner  to  my  aunts^  and  believe  me. 

Dear  Madam, 
Your  obedient  and  affecttixiate  nephew, 

R.  KAYE. 

In  Holland ;  the  Brill,  Rotterdam,  Delft,  the 
Hague,  Leyden,  Haarlem,  Amsterdam. — North  Hol- 
land; Utrecht,  Zyst,Bergen-op-Zoom. — In  Flanders; 
Antwerp,  Ghent,  Bruges,  Courtrai,  Lisle,  Toumay, 
Mons,Brussels,Tervueren,  Liege.— /n  Germany;  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  Cologne,  DusseldorflF,  Bonn,  Coblentz, 
Mentz,  Frankfort,  Hanau,  Darmstadt,  Mannheim, 
Schweitsingen,  Heidelberg,  Bruchsal,  Dourlach, 
Radstadt,  Strasburg.  —  In  Lorraine;  Luneville, 
Nancy,  Commercy;  in  all  1600  English  miles. 


LETTER  CLXX. 
Mr.  Kaye  to  Mr,  R.  Richardson. 

Genbva,  September  4th,  1763. 

*  *  *  * 

I  have  little  to  say  of  my  transactions,  siiK:e 
I  wrote  to  my  aunt,  except  that  I  have  passed  from 
Nancy  hither  thro'  a  country,  if  possible,  more 
romantic  than  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine;  a  kind  of 
view  that  pleases  the  imagination  far  beyond  a 
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cultivated  tract  of  ground,  tho\  upon  a  serious 
reflection,  the  latter  must  certainly  be  preferable. 
As  I  am,  however,  not  much  interested  in  the  riches 
of  Switzerland,  I  may  be  allow'd  to  enjoy  its  Rocks, 
its  Mountains,  and  the  Silver  Firs  in  which  it 
abounds.  Basil,  Berne,-  Lausanne,  I  have  seen, 
and  came  from  the  last  place,  about  thirty  miles, 
along  the  lake  of  Geneva.  Here  are  several  English 
Lords — Northampton,  Abington,  Mountstewart,  and 
John  Sackville;  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  Mr.  Bagot 
Mordaunt,  Sir  Roger  Most3m,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  &c.&c. 
We  go  from  hence  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday, 
down  the  Rhine,  thro'  the  South  of  France ;  and, 
after  seeing  Toulon,  Marseilles,  Montpelier,  and 
Nismes,  I  shall  go,  I  believe,  by  Genoa,  or  perhaps 
by  Chamb^ry,  to  Turin,  Milan,  Florence,  and  Rome ; 
there  I  shall  take  up  my  abode  at  least  a  couple  of 
months,  and  make  an  excursion  to  Naples,  which  is 
only  two  days*  distance,  for  another.  These  Swiss 
are  a  very  honest  set  of  people.  I  verily  believe, 
the  impositions  which  we  suffered  in  Holland,  would 

have  defray'd  our  expences  thro'  Switzerland. 

*  *  *  * 

A  Swi^  bill — Soupe,  a  hare,  three  pigeons,  a 
turtle-dove,  potatoes,  biscuits,  almonds,  plumbs, 
pears,  three  bottles  of  wine,  for  three  Gentlemen 
and  two  servants  and  lodgings,  five  shillings :  but 
we  have  paid  for  it  in  other  places. 
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LETTER  CLXXI. 

Mer,  John  Watson  to  Mr.  R.  Richardson, 

RiPPONDEK,  September  dOth,  1 76S. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  thought  the  best  way  of  answering 
your  request  about  the  names  of  modem  Anti- 
quaries, was  to  send  you  a  list  of  such  as  belong  to 
the  Society  of  London.  It  is  not  indeed  the  last 
printed  one,  but  the  foreigners  since  elected  are, 
1,  Princeps  eminentiss.,  D'  Cardinalis  Alexander 
Albani,  RomsB ;  2,  D'  Emilius  Altieri,  Princeps  de 
Viano,  Romae ;  3,  D*  Baldani,  Prsesul,  Secretar. 
Sacr.  Congregat.  Aquar.,  et  Clementis  xiii.  ab 
intimo  Cubiculo,  Romas;  4,  D'  Carolus  Rinald. 
Berch,  Reg.  Sueciae  a  Consil.,  et  Reg.  Acad.  Scient. 
Upsal.  Soc;  5,  D*  Johan.  Steph.  Bernard,  m.d. 
Amstelodam.;  6,  D'  Hen.  Florez,  Praeses  Theolog. 
in  Acad.  Alcal.  et  Exprovinc.  Castil.;  7,  D'  Johan. 
Alexand.  Genevois,  Helvetius,  R.s.s.;  8,  D^  Johan. 
Jhre,  Reg.  Sueciae  a  Consil.,  Eques  Ord.  Polar., 
Praeses  Acad.  Scient.  Upsal.,  Prof.  Hist.,  et  Reg. 
Scient.  Acad.  Holm.  Soc;  9,  D"  Vincent.  Martinelli, 
Etruscus,  D.L.L.;  10,D"Tubervillus  Needham,  f.r.s. 
Romae.;  1 1 ,  Ludovicus  Julius,  Dux  Nivemensis  et 
Donziensis,  Par  Galliae,  &c.  R.s.s.,  et  Acad.  Gall. 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  44I 

ut  et  Berolin.  Soc;  12,  D*Mich.  P.  Pastor,  Pres- 
byter, Matrit.;  13,  D*  Ignatius  Patemo,  Princeps 
Biscariensis,  Sicilise ;  14,  D*  Phil.  Muzell  Stosch, 
Berolinensis,  Acad.  CJorton.  Soc;  15,  D*  Johan. 
Winckelmann,  Borussus,  Etrusc.  Acad.  Gorton,  et 
D.  Luc8e  Acad.  Rom.  Soc.  et  Antiq.  Rom.  Praef. 

The  above  are  "Sodales  Honorarii."  Other 
new  members,  since  1761,  are,  1,  Robert  Adam, 
Esq.  F.R.s. ;  2,  James  Petite  Andrews,  Esq.;  3, 
Mr.  Thomas  Astle;  4,  Mr.  Benj.  Bartlet;  5,  John 
Barnard,  Esq. ;  6,  John  Blair,  l.l.d.,  p.r.s.  ;  7, 
Owen  Salisbury  Brereton,  Esq.  f.r.s.;  8,  William, 
Duke  of  Devonshire;  9,  Richard  Farmer,  m.a. ; 
10,  Brian  Fausset,  m.a.;  11,  Samuel  Felton,  Esq. 
F.R.s. ;  12,  Joseph  Lockyer,  Esq.;  13,  Charles 
Mellish,  Esq.;  14,  Edward  Wortley  Montagu,  Esq. 
F.R.s. ;  15,  Hon.  Tho.  Robinson ;  16,  Robert,  Lord 
Romney,  f.r.s.;  17,  Joseph  Wilcocks,  Esq. 

The  few  I  know  any  thing  of,  are:  1,  the 
President,  who  is  a  nobleman  of  general  taste  and 
learning ;  2,  D'  Blackstone,  the  Vinerian  Professor 
at  Oxford,  author  of  Magna  Chartay  well  skilled  in 
the  antient  laws  of  his  country ;  3,  D'  Barton  of 
Oxford,  who  has  a  most  valuable  collection  of 
coins,  and  is  a  great  judge  of  them;  4,  D'  Birch, 
who  is  a  good  Historian  and  Biographer ;  5,  Gus- 
tavus  Brander,  Esq.,  who  has  a  good  collection  of 
coins  and  medals;  6,  D'  Burton  of  York,  whom 
you  know;  7,  D' Ducarel,  who  has  published  an 
Account  of  the  Anglo-Gallic  Coins,  a  Repertory  of 
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the  Endowments  of  Vicarages  in  the  Diocese  of 
Canterbury  J  8fc. ;   8,  IK  Gifford^  who  has  one  of 
the  best  collections  of  Saxon  and  other  coins  in  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  is  a  great  connoisseur  therein ; 
9,  D'Hunt  of  Oxford,  Hebrew  Professor  there,  a  man 
of  great  learning,  especially  in  the  Eastern  Lan- 
guages ;  10,  Mr.  Lye,  who  published  that  valuable 
book,  call'd  Junii  Etymologicum  Anglicanum;  II, 
the  Earle  of  Macclesfield,  whose   character  yon 
must  be  acquainted  with ;  12,  D'  Morton,  who,  as 
I  remember,  is  said  in  particular  to  understand 
coins  well,  but  to  be  vers'd  in  many  other  parts 
of  Literature ;   13,  Mr.  North,  who  had  a  dispute 
with  Mr.  Pegge  about  a  supposed  gold  coin  of  one 
of  the  Saxon  Kings,  and  is  said  to  have  had  the 
better  of  the  argument ;  14,  Mr.  Pegge,  Rector  of 
Whittington  near  Chesterfield,  who  published  the 
Life  of  Roger  de  Weseham  and  many  other  very 
ingenious  pieces,  and  who  is  reckoned  a  very  good 
judge  of  Enghsh  antiquities ;  15,  D*"  Pettingal,  who 
has  wrote  a  curious  Dissertation  on  the  Latin  in- 
scription on  the  copper  table,  discovered  in  l732y 
near  HeracUa,  in  the  Bay  of  Tarentum,  in  Magna 
Grsecia,  and  published  by  Mazochius,  at  Naples,  in 
1 758,  also,  the  late  Dissertation  on  the  word  Tascia; 
16,  Mr.  Stuart,  who  is  publishing  the  Ruins  ^ 
AthenSy  in  the  very  pompous  manner  which  I  men- 
tioned to  3^u ;  17,  D'  Stukeley,  whom  I  need  not 
describe;    18,  PhiUp  Carteret  Webb,  Esq.,  who 
has  also  published  an  account  of  the  table  which 
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D'  Pettingal  wrote  upon^  likewise  an  account  of 
Domesday  Book,  and  another  of  Daneffeld ;  19, 
Mr.  Wise^j  who  published  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Mead, 
concemmgi  some  Antiquities  in  Berkshire,  particu- 
larly the  White  Horse,  m  the  Vale  of  that  name: 
also.  Farther  Observations  on  the  White  Horse ;  with 
an  Account  of  WhiteUaf  Cross,  in  Buckinylunnshire, 
and  the  Red  Horse,  in  Warwickshire,  £fc. 

Many  of  the  rest  I  know  to  be  men  of  merit, 
but  cannot  say  any  thing  particular  of  them:  at 
least,  what  I  know  wou*d  give  you  but  little  satis- 
faction.   With  respects  to  your  lady  and  yourself, 

I  remain. 
Your  sincere  friend  and  humble  serv^ 

J.  WATSON. 

P.  S.  I  am  informed  that  S'  John  Kaye  has 
several  deeds,  &c.  relating  to  Halifax  Parish ;  and, 
as  I  have  not  the  honor  of  being  known  to  him, 
shou'd  take  it  as  a  favor  if  you  wou'd  ask  him 
whether  he  is  possessed  of  such  things,  and  whether 
he  wou'd  oblige  me  with  a  sight  of  them. 


LETTER  CLXXII. 
Mr,  Kaye  to  Mr,  R.  Richardson, 
DsAR  Sir  Boloona,  October  25th,  17^8. 

I  was  desirous  of  reaching  Florence 
before  I  troubled  you  with  another  letter ;  but  my 
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stay  at  Milan,  with  an  excursion  to  the  Borromean 
Islands,  in  the  Lago  Maggiore,  and  the  towns  of 
Pavia,  Placentia,  Parma,  Reggio,  and  Modena,  have 
detained  me  much  longer  than  I  expected  upon  the 
road ;  and  this  City,  which  I  had  appropriated  but 
one  week  to,  will  take  three  at  least,  to  see  it  as  it 
deserves.     I  have  now  crossed  the  vast  plain  of 
Lombardy,  from  the  Alps  to  the  Appennines,on  both 
sides  the  Po,  and  often  have  wished  to  see  a  hill. 
Holland  is  not  more  level  than  this  part  of  Italy  ; 
but  the  whole  country  is  covered  with  Mulberry- 
Trees,  and  these  with  festoons  of  Vines  between. 
Here,  indeed,  the  Appennines  begin  with  small  hills^ 
which  rise  from  the  walls  of  Bologna,  and  which  are 
covered  with  trees  and  convents :  every  other  side  is 
open  to  this  immense  plain.    The  Islands  of  Borro- 
meo,  so  much  celebrated  in  Italy,  are  as   much 
deformed  by  art  as  human  labour  could  accompUsh : 
every  natural  beauty  is  either  destroyed,  if  that 
was  possible,  or  concealed ;  and  rocks  have  given 
way  to  shell-grottos  and  parapet^walls.     Oranges, 
however,  grow  in  the  natural  soil,  to  the  circum- 
ference of  a  yard  and  quarter;    and  there   are 
citrons  of  a  prodigious  size;   but  these  are  not 
the  beauties  of  the  Lago  Maggiore :   the  moun- 
tains, rocks,  woods,  vineyards,  towns,  castles,  villas, 
ruins,  and  a  colossal  statue  of  S^  Charles  Borromeo, 
with  a  multiplicity  of  convents,  make  the  sides  of 
this  lake  richer  in  romantic  views  than  perhaps 
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any  other  tract  of  the  same  compass ;  and  yet> 
such  is  the  depravity  of  the  Italian  taste^  at  pre- 
sent^ that  these  natural  beauties  pass  unobserved. 
One  reason,  however,  may  be  given  for  the  Milan- 
ese, that  they  remain  all  summer  in  their  towns, 
and  only  go  at  this  time  into  the  country,  to  stay 
till  Christmas,  when  the  Carnival  begins. 

Bologna  I  find  a  most  instructive  school  in 
painting,  capable,  perhaps,  of  forming  the  purest 
taste ;  for  the  Caraccis  and  their  scholars  were 
liberal :  they  studied  the  Greek  statue,  and  attended 
the  other  schools ;  but  they  chiefly  studied  nature ; 
and  to  this  last  circumstance  we  are  indebted  for 
that  variety  of  excellence  which  Bologna  has  pro- 
duced. The  other  schools,  with  all  their  merit, 
have,  you  know,  great  sameness  in  each ;  and,  if 
you  know  one  master,  you  probably  will,  upon  in- 
spection, know  every  painter  of  the  same  school. 
Here,  attention  to  nature  has  prevented  a  servile 
imitation ;  and  Guido,  Dominichino,  and  Guercino 
have  each  their  diflferent  excellence :  the  last  is 
not  so  much  known  in  England ;  but  some  of  his 
works  are  not  inferior  to  those  of  the  other  two. 
My  taste,  I  hope,  improves ;  for  I  grow  nice,  and 
can  distinguish  readily  the  capital  pictures  of  each 
master :  their  inferior  works  are  indistinct,  and  not 
worth  attention.  Sharp  call'd  on  me  the  other  day ; 
and  I  went  to  see  him  at  Cento,  the  birth-place  of 
Guercino.  His  drawings,  indeed,  will  be  a  treasure; 
for  he  will  not  only  carry  the  designs  to  England^ 
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but  the  distinct  coloring,  and  expression  of  each 
master.     To   such  perfection  has  he    brought  a 
thought  of  his  own,  of  working  chalks  upon  washes 
of  water-colors,  that  no  miniature  equals  the  effect ; 
and  the  originals  scarce  exceed  it:  he  was  very 
obliging  and  communicative.    The  Duke  of  York 
is  expected  at  Florence ;  and  Garrick  here.     This 
is  a  town  of  science :   the  Institution  is  a  noble 
field  for  Natural  History :  the  Botanical  Garden  is 
young,  but  curious,   and  well   attended  to:   the 
Library  is  large,  and  well  chosen.     The  people 
have  a  passion  for  knowledge.     I  waived  all  in- 
troductions, but  those  of  a  literary  kind.    My  aunt 
must  excuse  me,  if  I  say  that  I  had    too  much 
dangling  at   Milan :    the  Venetian  minister  pre- 
sented me  to  nine  of  the  first  women  of  the  place ; 
and  the  consequent  attendance  engrossed  too  much 
time.    A  month  at  least  I  must  stay  at  Florence ; 
and  then  I  shall  go  by  Lucca,  Leghorn,  Rsa,  and 
Sienna  to  Rome  and  Naples  :  happy  I  shall  be  U) 
resume  my  tonsure  again.     The  impositions  of  a 
few,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  other  ministers  of 
this  church,  are  suflScient  to  prejudice  every  young 
fellow  against  priests  of  all  persuasions:  I  shall 
readily  pardon  them  for  the  future.     I  beg  my 
kindest  wishes  to  my  aunt,  and  am, 

Dear  Sir, 
Your*s,  most  obediently  and  affectionately, 

R.  KAYE. 
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LETTER  CLXXII. 

Mr.  Kaye  to  Lady  Kaye. 

RoHE,  April  15th,  1764. 

Dbar  Madam, 

I  yttqXj^  to  my  sister  Peggy  a  short  time 
since,  and  desired  her  to  give  you  my  best  thanks 
for  the  kindness  of  your  two  last  letters :  L  now 
must  repeat  them  myself.  I  am  very  sensible  of 
your  goodness,  and  hope  my  conduct  thro'  life  will 
confirm  my  expression  of  it, — I  have  little  to  ac- 
quaint you  with,  more  than  the  arrival  of  the  Duke 
of  York  to-day,  and  that  I  am  just  returned  from 
kissing  his  Royal  Highnesses  hand.  He  is  very 
gracious,  and  will  live  here  as  privately  as  he  can. 
Every  possible  distinction  has  been  offer'd  him  by 
the  Pope  and  people  of  Rome ;  but  the  ceremonious 
part  he  seems  disposed  to  decline. — His  route  from 
hence  is  uncertain.  Don  Paolo  Borghese  and  the 
Grand  Prior,  Corsini,  two  of  the  first  noblemen,  and 
who  have  been  both  in  England,  are  delegated  by 
the  Roman  people  to  attend  him.  You  know  my 
turn  for  antiquities:  I  inherited  it,  and  have  cherished 
it.  I  have  been  fortunate  in  my  researches,  and 
have  purchased  some  very  valuable  things  for  a 
trifle.  In  walking  over  Caracalla's  Baths  the  other 
day,  one  of  the  finest  ruins  of  Rome,  a  gardener 
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offered  me  a  Cameo,  a  Sardonyx  of  the  mask  of  a 
Bacchanal,  for  three  sequins.    I  gave  him  one :  it 
was  then  cover'd  with  dust,  and  broke  a  little  at 
the  edge.    It  has  since  been  set,  and  is  become  so 
valuable,  that  Garrick  oflFer'd  me  his  picture,  by 
the  first  hand  in  Italy,  for  it. — ^The  bargain  was 
very  politely  struck  on  both  sides;   and  I  have 
jrielded   up  my  prize,   where  it  received  an  ad- 
ditional value  from  the  propriety  of  his  possession. 
The  picture,  which  is  a  very  fine  one,  after  twelve 
sittings  of  two  hours  and  a  half  each,  is  to  have 
the  famous  edition  of  Terence  in  the  Vatican,  open, 
with  its  drav^ngs  of  antique  masks,  alluding  to  the 
character  and  the  circumstances  of  the  giver  and 
the   gift. — You  may  mention  this   to  my  uncle 
Richardson:  he  will  be  glad  to  hear  it.     I  think 
myself  much  obliged  to  him  for  a  very  long,  en- 
tertaining, and  instructive  letter;  which  was  not 
lost  upon  me.     You  know,  I  always  was  sensible 
how  much  I  learnt  at  Bierley,  in  the  style  of  com- 
mon conversation.     I  must  beg  of  you  to  let  him 
know,  that  his  medals  of  Martin  Folkes  are  in  my 
custody,  and  the  best  die  I  have  yet  met  with. 
As  I  wrote  last  post  to  Thornton,  I  will  trouble 
him  with  a  letter  some  other  time.     I  have  had 
a  bilious  fever,  but  am  quite  recovered,  and  with 
very  little  discipline,  by  my  fellow-traveller,  Mr. 
Turton.    A  little  abstinence  from  apphcation,  and 
an  exchange  of  exercise  between  the  mind  and 
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the  body,  restored  me  in  a  short  time.  As  my 
rout  to  Venice  is  not  absolutely  fixt,  on  account 
of  the  plague,  you  will  still  direct  to  me  at  Rome. 
I  shall  order  my  letters  to  be  forwarded,  if  I  go 
to  Vienna.  My  plan  is  to  reach  that  place  in  two 
months,  at  the  farthest,  and  then  to  go  thro*  Ger- 
many much  more  expeditiously  than  I  have  thro* 
Italy.  You  will  remember  me  most  kindly  to  Peggy 
and  my  aunts.  My  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Lamp- 
lugh,  Geo.  Fothergil,  &c.  and  am. 

Dear  Madam, 
Your  most  dutifuU  son, 

R.  KAYE. 


Extract  of  Mr.  Kaye*8  Letter, 

ViBMNA,  July  18th,  1764. 

Hbre  I  have  nothing  to  give  me  uneasiness, 
but  to  wish  my  stay  many  weeks  longer.  Mr. 
Howard  and  Mr.  Langdale  are  in  the  house  with 
me :  my  Lord  Stormont  has  shewn  me  uncommon 
attention :  Laylors  is  my  old  friend.  I  dine  twice 
a  week  in  a  family  way  with  the  first  minister. 
Prince  Kaunitz ;  almost  as  often  with  the  Spanish 
Ambassador;  every  other  day  with  the  other  foreign 
ministers  and  officers  of  state ;  never  at  home ; 
every  evening  am  at  the  assemblies  of  the  two 

2o 
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ministers  of  state,  &c.;  where  the  women  are  not 
unworthy  England.   I  had  designed  to  stay  here 
but  a  month ;  but  the  Royal  Family  were  so  affable 
to  me^  that  it  is  thought  proper  that  I  should  stay 
till  they  return  from  Hungary,  a  fortnight  henqe. 
I  saw  the  entry  of  the  Empress  into  Presburg,  and 
dined  there  with  the  great  Chancellor  of  that 
Kingdom. — ^The  King  of  the  Romans  is  gone  to 
see  the  mines  of  Hungary :  I  cou*d  not  spare  time, 
or  should  have  been  happy  to  have  been  of  his 
party.    The  Arch-Duke  Leopold,  who  is  to  have 
Tuscany  next  year,  talked  to  me  for  twenty  minutes, 
when  I  was  presented.   The  Emperor  and  Empress, 
at  the  head  of  seven  daughters  and  four  sons,  all 
handsome,  is  one  of  the  finest  sights  in  the  world. 
The  London  Chronicles  gave  a  very  just  accoimt 
of  Venice;   but  no  description   can   convey  the 
splendor  and  effect  of  the   day  of  the  regatta. 
I  go  the  first  week  in  next  month,  with  great 
regret,  from  hence  to  Prague^  Dresden^  and  Berlin; 
and  intend  calling  on  my  relations  at  Hamburg* 
The  election  of  the  King  of  Poland  will  h^pen 
while  I  shall  be  within  five  diiys  of  Warsaw ;  but 
my  time  will  not  permit  n^y  going  thither.    The 
Brunswick  Fami^  are  at  BerUn.    I  shall  scarce 
catch  them  there;  but  shall  pay  my  duty  to  our 
amiable  Princess  at  her  own  court. 


DR.  RICHARDSON.  45I 

LETTER  CLXXIV. 
Mr.  B.  Bartlefi  to  Mr.  R.  lUchardsan. 

Dear  Friend,  ^"^""^  ^"""  ^^^'  ^'^^• 

I  write  this  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Hud- 
son, the  learned  author  of  the  Flora  Anglica;  who, 
intending  a  tour  thro*  part  of  Yorkshire  and  into 
Wales,  proposes  calling  at  Bierley,  in  hopes  he 
may  be  favoured  with  a  sight  of  the  late  Mr. 
Brewer's  collection  of  dryed  plants.  He  informs 
me  he  has  got  a  copy  of  Mr.  B*s  journal  into  that 
country;  and,  finding  that  he  mentions  some  plants 
to  him  then  unknown,  my  firiend's  love  of  botanic 
science  draws  him  out  of  his  way,  in  hopes  of 
having  his  curiosity  gratified;  and  in  which  re- 
quest I  sincerely  join  him. 

At  present  I  have  little  literary  news;  no 
publications  of  any  note  having  appeared  since 
Mr.  Cross  was  here.  I  wish  that  gentleman  had 
favoured  us  with  his  company  a  little  sooner ;  as  it 
might  have  aflforded  me  more  opportunitys  of  pro- 
curing entertainment  for  him.  As  we  continue  to 
think  of  a  Yorkshire  journey,  I  shall  defer  any 
further  hints  till  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
Bierley.  My  spouse  and  son  jo)nies  with  me  in  the 
tenders  of  our  best  repects  to  Mrs.  Richardson  and 

self ;  and  am. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  BARTLET. 

'  Respecting  Mr.  Bartlet,  see  Note,  p.  192. 
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1  In  the  followiDK  Index  I  hare  omitted  all  reCerenee  to  Dr.  Paltmey*!  Sktieket 
qf  Botany  in  England ;  a  work,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  sutgeot,  I  had  so  freqaent 
oceaaion  to  eonaalt,  that  lueh  refeienoea  to  it  wonld  hare  heen  almoat  endlen.  Here, 
therefore,  once  for  all,  I  acknowledge  my  ohligationa,  which,  howcrer,  in  the  WTeral 
pUces  where  I  hare  arailed  myself  of  the  book,  I  beliere  will  he  found  to  be  icrapii- 
lously  recorded.  • 
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stove*   138 — his  opinion  of  Dr.  W.  Sherard,  232 — his 
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i  Since  Note  abore  referred  to  vaa  pointed,  I  luiTe  met  with  aome  particnbTS 
reepccUng  Dr.  Beeston  and  hi>  family,  in  Nichols'  JUustratiotu  qf  Literaiure,  ▼!• 
p.  879,  where  also,  together  with  his  epitaph,  is  giren  that  of  Dr.  William  Beeston 
Coyte,  to  whom  he  was  maternal  uncle.  Mr.  Nichols,  in  this  account,  states  him  to 
have  been  an  eminent  Butaniit. 

3  The  observation  in  Note  here  referred  to,  that  the  Bichardson  Correspondence 
favonrs  the  opinion  that  Brewer's  stay  was  of  short  duration  in  the  North,  is  inaccurate. 
On  the  contra rj',  it  proves  him  to  have  remained  there  from  17i7  to  at  least  1737. 
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